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LETTER FROM ALEXANDER WYNCH, ESQUIRE, LATE 
PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL AND GOVERNOR OF 
FORT SAINT GEORGE. 


To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Prefident and Go- 
vernor, and the reſt of the Council. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


WAS duly informed by the Right Honourable the Preſident, that the 
I Governor-General and Council of Fort William had given orders to 
Captain Preſton to call here with the Hillſborough, to afford me an oppor- 
tunity of going to England. I have the fulleſt ſenſe of the polite attention 
which the Governor-General and Council have ſhewn to me on this oc- 
caſion ; but being acquainted, in a letter from Captain Preſton, himſelf, that 
he had already diſpoſed of his great cabbin, and finding that I could have a 


convenient accommodation on the Ankerwyke, I have therefore taken my 
paſſage with Captain Barwell. 


By the Coventry frigate, which arriygd here (ix weeks before the diſpatch 
of the Nottingham, I received advice that the Court of Directors had been 
pleaſed to remove me from the Company's ſervice. The injury that I felt 
I had ſuſtained at firſt prompted me to relign it immediately, and embrace 
that opportunity of returning home; but on a little more reflection, I deter- 
mined to wait their orders, and deliver up the Government to whoever ſhould 
be appointed to receive it frem me. I thought it was a duty I ſtill owed 
to the Company, notwithſtanding what had bees done to me by the Court 
of Directors; and being fully con fident in the uprightneſs of my intentions, 
I thought it was a duty I owed to my character in the world, and to the 
ſatisfaction of my friends and my children. 


The only inſtance of my conduct that the Court of Directors have 
pointed out as reprehenſible, is that part of it which relates to the laſt 
expedition againſt Tanjore; it would however, in my opinion, have been 
but well in them to have recollected, that it was a meaſure of the Govern- 
ment here, not of the Governor alone. | 
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The ſubject of that expedition was firſt conſidered in the Select Com- 
mittee, where all the members were preſent; it was unanimouſly recom- 
mended by the Committee to the Council, and there alſo it was reſolved 
on without one diſſenting voice. A very ſhort and ſimple inveſtigation of 
the Company's records will prove, I think, to the entire conviction of 
every one who may be candid and 1 tial e h to be open to convic- 
tion, that the Select Committee and Council could not have done otherwiſe 
than they did. a | a 


In 1769 the Court of Directors thought proper to appoint a Select 
Committee, and did me the honour to nominate me one of the members. 
In their letter of the 17th March of that year they write as follows: | 


Par. 7. It appears moſt unreafonable that the Rajah of Tanjore ſhould 
* hold poſſeſſion of the moſt fruitful part of the country, which can alone 
& ſapply our armies with ſubſiſtence, and not contribute to the defence of 
* the Carnatic, We obſerve the Nabob makes very earneſt repreſenta- 
0 tions to you on this ſubject in his letter entered in the country correſ- 
* pondence, wherein he takes notice, that the Zemindars of the Carnatic 
have been ſupported, and their countries preſerved to them, by the ope- 
<* rations of our forces employed in his cauſe; and that nothing was more 
* notorious, than. that three former princes of the Carnatic had received 
from the Tanjore Rajah, ſeveaty, eighty, nay even an hundred Lacks of 
Rupees at a time; that to the preceding Nizam he had paid a contribu- 
« tion of fifty Lacks; and the preſent, if he had met with ſucceſs againſt 
* our army, would not have been content with leſs than a Crore of Rupees 
* from this Rajah. How juſt then does it appear that he ſhould be made 
to bear ſome part of the expenſe of thoſe meafures, ro which he owes his 
s ſecurity and the peace of his country? We therefore cnjoin you to give 
the Nabob ſuch ſupport in his pretenſions on the Rajah of Tanjore as 
* may be effeual; and if the Rajah refuſes to contribute a juſt propor- 
tion to the expenſes of the war, you are then to purſue ſuch meaſures 
as the Nabob may think conſiſtent with the juſtice and dignity of his 
* Government.” Þ | SUES 


In 1771 the Nabob made application to Mr. Du Pre and the Council 
to aſſiſt him with the Company's troops againſt the Rajah, for various rea- 
ſons, which are ſet forth in the records of that time; and he was ſtrongly 
ſupported in this demand by His Majeſty's Plenipotentiary in India, Sir 
John Lindſay. The Preſident and Council, after a good deal of correl-- 

ence upon it with the Nabob and Plenipotentiary, complied with the 
Nabob's deſire, and iſſued orders for the army. to march againſt the Rajah. 
The Nabob's eldeſt fon, Umdut ul Omrah, accompanied it. He was fur- 


+ By a letter dated 23d March, 1770, the Court of Directors ſuſpended the execution of 
the above orders, as ©* utter y iwpoſkble to be carried into execution, without committing a 
breach of treaty. 1 a | | 

| niſhed 
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niſhed with powers from his father, either to proceed to the final reduction 

of the Rajah, or treat and make peace with him, as he ſhould find moſt ex- 

pedient; and General Smith had orders to proſecute or ſuſpend the war as 

the young Nabob ſhould recommend. It was reſolved, both in the Select 

Committee and Council, that in caſe the fort and country of Tanjore were 

reduced, they ſhould be left in the Nabob's hands.$ The fort was inveſted, 

a breach was made in the wall, and the troops were on the point of making 

the aſſault, when Umdut ul Omrah, in conſideration of a large ſum of 
money offered by the Rajah, came to an accommodation with him. The 

Select Committee, in their letter to the Court of Directors, dated 28th 

February, 4772, ſtated very fully to them the difficulties and embarraſſ- 

meats they had found themſelves under, while deliberating on this ſubject, 
from what, on one hand, ſeemed to them to be the part the Company 

ought to take, and on the other, what appeared to be the ſpirit and inten- 
tion of their orders, added to the requiſitions of the Nabob, ſupported 
with all the arguments that could be urged by the Plenipotentiary; they 

pointed out the danger of leaving the Rajah in poſſeſſion of all his power, 
diſguſted as he then was, and in the precarious ſituation he then ſtood, by 
being continually liable to freſh attacks from the Nabob; they repre- 

ſented the probability of miſunderſtandings ſoon ariſing again between 
them, wherein the Governor and Council would again be conſtrained to act; 
and they requeſted to be furniſhed as ſoon as poſſible with fuch direct and 
clear inſtructions, as ſhould not leave any. doubt what they were to do. 


In April 1773 a letter from his Majeſty. to the Nabob + was preſented 
to him by Sir Robert Harland, wherein his Majeſty is pleafed to expreſs 
his ſatisfa&tion-at hearing the Preſident and Council had ſent the Company's 
troops to aſſiſt the Nabob in reducing the Rajah to obedience. 


Early ia June 1773 the Select Committee received a letter from Mr. 
Moſtyn, the Company's Reſident at Poonah, adviſing them that the Tan- 


ore Vackeel there, a perſon well known to be ſuch, had applied in the 


name of the Rajah for leave to raiſe ten thoufand horſe, which he ſaid were. 
to be employed by him againſt the Nabob Mahomed Ally. 


In the ſame month the Nabob - repreſented, that the Rajah had not per- 
formed his engagements with him; that he was ten Lacks of Rupees in 
arrears; that he had intelligence of. his having applied to the Marattas 
and Hyder Ally for. troops to act againſt him; that he had encouraged the 
Colleries to plunder — lay waſte ſome parts of the Carnatic; that he 


had entered into dangerous connexions with the Dutch, to whom and the 


Danes he had alienated ſome diſtricts in the Tanjore country. That on his 

(the Nabob's) writing to the General of Batavia, complaining that the 

gentlemen at Negapatnam had aſſiſted the Rajah during the late expedition 
: | againit: 
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againſt him, the General wrote to him in reply, that thoſe gentlemen had 
done no more than they were bound to do by their engagements with the 
Rajah, and that in conforming to them they had done right. The Nabob, 
for all theſe reaſons, called upon and required the Governor and Council 
to aſſiſt him with the Company's troops to reduce the Rajah, and ac- 
quainted them that it was indiſpenſably requiſite they ſhould do ſo, not 
only to enable him to obtain his revenue, but for the ſecurity of his poſ- ' 
ſeſſions. | "= | 

The Prefident and Council had every reaſon - to believe, that the con- 
nexion which the Nabob alledged to ſubſiſt between the Rajah and the 
Dutch was no more than true; that he had made over ſome diſtricts to 
them was certain : the Nabob affirmed that he was greatly in arrears to 
him, and that he had inſtigated the Colleries to ravage his country. Allow- 
ing that his application to the Marattas and Hyder Ally were not likely 
to prove efficacious, or even that it was doubtful whether he had ſeriouſly 
made ſuch, ſtill his aſſiduity in ſtrengthening Tanjore, in purchaſing war- 
like ſtores, and entertaining European foreigners in his ſervice, ſeemed 
to portend a. hoſtile intention. The Preſident and Council had before 
them the orders of the 15th March, 1769; the example of Mr. Du Pre and 
the Council on the late expedition; the arguments then uſed, both by the 
then Preſident and Council and Plenipotentary ; his Majeſty's approba- 
tion of that meaſure, expreſſed-in his letter to the Nabob of the 7th April, 
1772; and by the Court of Directors not having replied to the letter from 
the Select Committee of the 22d February, 1772, it might ſurely be in- 
ferred, that they had approved alſo.— The Preſident and Council therefore, 
after having uſed every poſſible means for obtaining further information, 
and after having very maturely reflected, thought themſelves under the 
neceſſity of again complying with what the Nabob required, and of adher- 
ing to the former reſolutions of the Select Committee and Council, reſ- 
pecting the fort and country, in caſe they ſhould be conquered. But fo 
tar from this latter part being a matter of choice with me, the Company's 
records will ſhew that I have ever uſed my utmoſt efforts to reſtrain the 
Nabob in all his attempts to increaſe of power and independency, being 
convinced that they were incompatible with the intereſt and ſecurity of the 
Company. My ſentiments and endeavours on that ſubje& have, though 
very contrary to my inclinations, engaged me in diſagreeable controverſies 
with ſome of the other members of the Council, who were of opinion that 
this Government had no right or authority to interfere, | 


From the nature and matter of this addreſs, your Lordſhip, &c. will be 
ſenſible how unpleaſant it has been to me; it mult doubtlets have proved 
tu eſome to you, but I hope you will forgive me tor it; I have continued it 
merely to juſtify and explain that part ef my conduct which the Court of 

| 3 Directors 
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Directors have condemned. There are other parts I could point out, par- 
ticularly the very great increaſe of the inveſtment, and having obtained : * 
ſecurity and payment of the whole of the Nabob's debt to the Com- x 
pany, which I flatter myſelf would claim their approbation ; but in theſe I 
retend to no further merit than in that part they have diſapproved; in 
h I meant to diſcharge my duty. Io 


The attachment I have to the Company, of which I never can diveſt 
my ſelf, and the particular intereſt I take in the proſperity of their affairs 
under this Settlement, make me feel infinite ſatisfaction in the choice they 
have made of their Preſident in theſe delicate and critical times. Be aſſured 
that your Lordſhip, &c. have my warmeſt wiſhes for your having unin- 
terrupted harmony in your Councils and ſucceſs abroad, being with much 
regard and eſteem, | | | #9 


| My-Lord and Gentlemen, 
Fort St. George, 2 Your moſt obedient 
7th February, 1776. and very humble ſervant, 


= Alexander Wynch. 


| ENCLOSURE, No. I. 
Extra from the Proceedings of the Select Committee, 10th Auguſt, 1771. 


T E are therefore further of opinion, that of two evils we ought to . 
chuſe the leaſt; and that it is leſs dangerous to let the conqueſt, if 

any be made, paſs of courſe into the Nabob's hands and poſſeſſion, than that 

the Rajah ſhould be left diſſatisfied, as he moſt certainly will be, and with 

power to become dangerous, which, as 'aforeſaid, we think muſt be the 

conſequence of any compromiſe made by the Nabob under the influence 

of his fears and jealouſies. | | YT 


In delivering this opinion, we do not forget the opinion we gave in our 
addreſs to the Honourable Court of Directors, under date the 3 iſt Janu- 
ary, 1770, paragraph; 4 we remain fully and clearly of the ſame opinion; 

neither do we ſee cauſe to change in one tittle the opinions we have ex- 
prefſed in our former minutes, R thoſe of the gth July, of the 


Propriety 
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propricty of keeping the fort of Tanjore in our own hands ſhould it be 
taken. We are clearly of opinion, that we ought not to yield the point 
to the Nabob, if greater apparent dangers were not incurred by refuſing it; 
but as e think a preſent acquieſcence with the Nabob's propoſition the 
leaſt of the dangers which ſurround us, though it leads to danger, ſo we 
are 2 opinion it ought now to be complied with as an act of political 
neceſſity. b 


We deliver it further as our opinion, that although it leads to danger, 
it is not immediately dangerous; for there is no doubt, that while we have 
garriſons in the principal forts of the Carnatic, and have on foot ſuch a 
military eſtabliſhment as the preſent, we may with great eaſe control the 
Nabob, ſhould it be neceſſary, and ſbould wwe be authorized to do ſo; at 
preſent we have no authority to control him. It is not neceſſary here 
again to ſtate the ſenſe of the Court of Directors on the ſubject, or the ſpirit 
of the miniſtry; or to ſay any thing more of the 11th article of the treaty 
of Paris, hung over our heads in terrorem; we have been ſufficiently explicit 
in former minutes, particularly thoſe of the 29th July, with extracts an- 
nexed as pitces juſtificatives, if we may be permitted to uſe the French 
phraſe. The ſtate of affairs here will be clearly before our Superiors at 
home; they will alſo have our opinion of what may be expected as natural 
conſequences of increaſing the Nabob's power. If they and the miniſtry 
ſhould continve of opinion,that the Nabob's fidelity and attachment is ſuch, 
that the increaſe of his power is the ſame as an increaſe of the Britiſh power 
on the Coaſt; the reſolution of leaving the whole conqueſts, if any be made, 
in his hands muſt be approved, and we ſhall only be liable to cenſure for 
having doubted of the propriety of doing ſo. If, on the other hand, it ſhould 
be thought that ſuch an increaſe of power in the Nabob may become dan- 
$or9us, the remedy is at home, and there only; and legal orders to the 
Britiſh delegates of the national power on the Coaſt may model and re- 
ſtrain it within ſuch bounds as ſhall be thought fit. | 


Eura from the Proceedings of tht Sele Committee, 10th Auguſt, 1771. 


That we ought not to receive that, or any other ſum, or any conſideration 
of what kind ſoever, by way of compenſation, compact, or agreement, for 
reſigning to him the ſaid conqueſts, ſhould they be made, becauſe we mean 
to leave the Company at full liberty to make what arrangements they 
ſhall think beſt in theſe reſpects; but if we were to receive any con- 
ſiderations for reſigning the conqueſt, the public faith muſt be pledged for 
the performance of the agreement,and theCompany could not deviate there- 
from, without an apparent and dangerous breach of that faith. We are 7 
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fore of opinion, that if it be neceſſary to take the ſort and country of Tanjore, 
that the Nabob be tacitly left in poſſeſſion of the whole, in the fame manner 


as has been before done, when Worriarpollam, Arialoor, and other Pol, - 


gars, were reduced, as à matter of courſe, and without any declaration reſ- 
pecting the ſame; and that if the Nabob ſhall think proger to give the 
Company ten Lacks of Pagodas, or any other fum, as a voluntary gift for 
their friendly aid, it be received, ſubject to the future pleaſure of the Court 
of Directors. 


Extra from the Conſultation in the Military Department, 15th Auguſt, 177 1. 


The Sclect Committee communicate to the Board the ſubſtance of- the 
conference between the Nabob and the Preſident, as recited in their minutes 
of the 1oth inſtant, on the ſubject of ſuffering the fort and country of 
Tanjore to fall into the hands of the Nabob, in caſe they ſhould be redu- 
ced, together with the reaſons which induced the Committee to think it 
expedient to comply with the Nabob's requiſition in this inſtance; and with 
which the Board acquieſce. 8 | 


ENCLOSURE, No. II. 


%% b the Gract of God, King of Great-Britain, Franc 


and Ireland, Defender of the Chriſtian Faith, Duke of Brunſwick and Lunenburgh, 
END reaſurer and Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, and Sovereign of the 
Seas, WI | | 
To Nabob Waulaujah, Ummeer Ul Hind, Omdet Ul Mulk, Serajab Dow- 
lab, Anver Ul Dee Khan Behauder, Mun ſoor Jung, Sepoy Sardar, Nabob of Arcot 
and the Carnatic. | 


We received with pleaſure your letter, in which you expreſs to us your 
gratitude for the additional naval force which we have ſent for your ſecu- 
rity, as well as that of our Eaſt- India Company, and your confidence that 
we ſhall tread in the ſteps of our royal Grandfather, by granting our protec- 
tion to you and your family, We have given our Commander in Chief and 
Pleniporentiary, Sir Robert Harland, our inſtructions for that purpoſe, and 
we flatter ourſelves that he will reconcile the differences which have ariſen 
between you and the Company's ſervants againſt your mutual intereſt, It 
gave us ſatisfaction to hear that the Governor and Council of Madraſs had 
ſent the Company's troops with your's to reduce your tributary, the Rajah 
of Tanjore, to obedience, in which we hope, by the bleſſing of God, they 
will be ſucceſsful; and ſo we bid you farewell, wiſhing health and proſperity 
to you and your family. Given at our Court at St. James's, the ſeven 

; | | | day 


Copy of it 
wits ſhewn to 
the Preſident 


wot 
pre- 

ſented it by 
Sir Robert 
Harland. The 
troops of this 
garriſon aſſiſ- 
ted on the oe - 
caſion, as the 
Military Con- 
ſultation of 

thatdayſhews. 


'® 


W. 
day of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, in the twelfth 
year of our reign. IE gs 


Your affectionate Friend, 


e GEORGE R. 


ENCLOSURE, No. III. 


Extra of a Leiter from Mr. Moſtyn, the Company's Reſident at Poonah, dated 
I | 14th May, 1773. 


I had the honour of your commands of the 3d ultimo the 27th follow- 
ing; and this is purpoſely to adviſe you, that ſome days ago, a Goſamie, 
by name Mohimgeer (who has been here ſome time) applied to this 
Durbar, asVackeel from the king of Tanjore, for leave to raiſe ten thouſand 
horſe for the ſervice of his maſter, and which he made no ſecret were to 


be employed againſt Mahomed Ally Cawn. He at firſt, by means of preſents 


to ſome of the miniſters, had a promiſe of leave, of which I adviſed my 
ſuperiors. at Bombay, under date the 6th; but ſince the Dewan has ſtarted 
objections, and I believe he will not ſucceed; though was he to obtain per- 


miſſion, he would find it very difficult to raiſe men, as the Durbar are en- 


liſting people as faſt as poſſible for themſelves. Should he hereafter pro- 
cure leave, and any probability of his getting the troops, I will not fail to 
adviſe your Honour, &c. N n 


Extras of Letter from the Select Committee at Fort St. George, dated 31ſt | 
| SH January, 1750. | 


Par. 4. The ſtipulative tribute paid by Tanjore to the Carnatic, in 
peace as well as in war, ſhould we think be conſidered only as an acknow- 
ledgement of ſuperiority, What quota of troops or treaſure ſhould be 
furniſhed in time of war we cannot aſcertain either by uſage or compact. 
It appears therefore to us to have been arbitrary; that is to ſay, the Govern- 


ment of theCarnatic hath exacted whatever it hath had power to compel; and 
Tanjore harh refuſed ſuccours or money as far as the Government thought 


it had power to ſupport ſuch refuſal, And this is by no means peculiar to 
theſe Two $TATEs.— The ſame principle prevails invariably throughout 


Indoſtan. Upon this principle, which is wholly that. of power, it is certainly 


contrary 
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contrary to ſound policy for the Carnatic to ſuffer the exiſtence! of ſuch a 
STATE and there can be no doubt but that the guLERs of theCarnatic would 
have long ago reduced Tanjore to the ſame terms as other dependant rajah- 
ſhips, had not Tanjore been n in itſelf, or by connexion, 
to oppoſe ſuch attempts effectually. Upon this reaſoning therefore, it ap- 
pears to us, that if the Nabob.of the Carnatic poſſeſſed the whole power of 
the Carnatic, it would be good policy in him, and conſiſtent with the prin- 
ciples of the Indoſtan governments, to reduce Tanjore to the ſame terms of 
obedience and control that other Rajahs have been reduced to. And if the 
Company poſſeſſed the whole power of the Carnatic, it would be equally good 
policy in the Company to do ſo. But it is a great queſtion with us, whether. 
it would be good policy in the Company to /uffer the Nabob of the Carna- 
tic to reduce Tanjore, if he were powerful enough of himſelf to do fo; and 
it is another queſtion with us, upon the preſent divided ſyſtem of power in 
the Carnatic, if it would be good policy in the Company to reduce Tanjore, 
and place it under the management and control of the Nabob. We incline 
to the opinion that it would not; but that whilſt the preſent ſyſtem, or want 
of ſyſtem, remains between the Company and the Carnatic, if the reduction 
of Tanjore ſhould be reſolved on, it would be more adviſeable for the Com- 
pany to retain it in their own poſſeſſion, or (reſerving the ſovereignty) place 
in the management of it either the preſent Rajah or any other, /ubje/ to ſuch - 
fimitations.and conditions as might make him uſeful, but put it out of his power to 
dangerous. The impropriety aud inconvemence of ſuch a sTaTE, ſubſiſting 
in the heart of the province, is evident from the Rajah's conduct in the late 
war with Hyder Ally. The junction of his troops, particularly his cavalry, 
to our army, might have greatly contributed to the prevention of thoſe ra- 
vages which the Carnatic ſuſtained, but that would have expoſed the Tanjore 
country to the reſentment of the common enemy; and the Rajah thought he 
law his particular intereſt in purchaſing a peace for his own country: this 
conduct in the Rajah might now ann u with a juſt plea for calling him 
to account; but when your Honours are informed of all our reaſons for de- 
clining ſuch an attempt at this time, we flatter ourſelves that our conduct. 

will meet with your approbation. 3 


Extratt of Selett Letter from Fort St. George, 28th February, 1772. 


With reſpect to the guarantee of the treaty of 1762 between the Nabob 
and the Rajah, we are under ſome doubt whether, according to the law and 
uſage of nations, it is aboliſned or ſtill in force. The Rajah, upon a plea of 
injuſtice on the part of the Nabob, declined to comply with the terms of 
the treaty, by punctually paying the peiſncuſn; as guarantees we: interpoſed; 
and marched a force to compel him; open war enſued; the Ryah in the end 

| D 8 ſubmits, , 


(x) 

Tubwits, pays the peiſhcuſh, with a further ſum, as an indemnification for 
.the-charges of the war; a new treaty paſſes between the Nabob and him, in 
which. we have no part, and in which not a word is mentioned of the 
treaty of 1767, nor a word in reſpect to the payment of the peiſhcuſh 
in future, nor of its remiſſion; the en is, Whether that treaty and 
guarantee are, or are not virtually reſtored, We have carefully avoided 
any hint to the Nabob on this ſubject, either for or againſt the Queſtion; 
and the Nabob is equally reſerved. How long it may be poſſible to preſerve 
this filence will depend on circumſtances; for whenever a caſe may happen 
that ſhall require a deciſive meaſure, our conduct in the one caſe or the other 
wauld be wery different; we therefore hope your Honours will ſee the 
neceſſity of tracing a ſtrong line for the guidance of your government in 
this reſpect. If you reſume the right, or rather acknowjedge the Company 
Fill bound by their guarantee of 1762, it will be abſolutely neceſſary, that 
you empower your government confidentially to carry it effectually into ex- 
ecution, by exerting the 1 * and interpoſing power, if neceſſary, to pre- 
vent injuſtice to the Rajah. Had your government here ſtood in ſuch adegree 
of confidence with their conſtituents, as that they might have entertained 
a reaſonable hope of ſupport and juſtification in an impartial and ſpirited 
conduct, the part they ſhould have taken ought no doubt to have been this; 
upon tr.e Rajah's complaint, that he was entitled to an indemnification for 
the expences he ſuſtained in the aſſiſtance given to the Nabob in the late 
-war,+ and that the Marawar and Nalcooty Polygars with-held from him his 
Juſt rights; on the other hand the Nabob complaining that the Rajah with- 
held the peiſhcuſh unjuſtly, had no right to the indemnification he demanded, 
nor any juſt claim on Marawar and Nalcooty ; this Government, as guaran- 
tees, ought to have marched a force to maintain peace between the com- 
plaining parties, to have required deputies from both, to ſtate the demands 
of each reſpectively, and, upon a fair diſcuſſion, to have decided between 
them, and to have enforced the deciſion, whether in favour of the Nabob or 
in favour of the Rajah; but your Government here did not dare to act ſuch a 

t. It was plain from your orders to this Committee, under date the 17th 

arch, 1769, as well as ſubſequent orders, that you thought the Rajah 
ſtood in a degree of favour with this Government, which you did not ap- 
prove; and that you adopted all the Nabob's ideas of levying crores, as an 
equitable pretenſion, becauſe other Soubahs had done ſo. At the ſame 
time the Miniſter of the Crown, ranging himſelf on the fide of the Nabob, 
received all his complaints againſt the Rajah as goſpel, attacked us openly, 
but with flagrant injuſtice, and accuſed us of with-holding that aſſiſtance 
from the Nabub which our 4ruſt required. The deſigns of the Miniſtry 
are plain, and we know the extent of miniſterial power; we ſhould other- 
' Wile have thought a refutation [necdle's, and have. conſigned ſuch 
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partial zeal to contempt and oblivion. The Rajah, ſo early as September 
1770, repreſented to the Preſident his apprehenfions of the Nabob's 
deſigns and 8 to the King's Miniſter, but finding no ten- 
dency to redreſs, and ſeeing the weakneſs of this Government, and its 
inability to protect him, roo haſtily and ind. ſcretely ſtood forth in open 
oppoſition; moſt probably expecting ſupport either from the French or 
theMarattas. The conteſt hath ended not diſhonourably to the Company's 
arms; but we hope your Honours will not on that ground be too confident 
of future ſucceſs, even at the hazard of being thought timid, A ſteady 
regard for the public welfare obliges us to ſay, we are amazed thar we have 
got thus far ſo well; and if your Honours will attentively conſider every em- 
barraſſment-in which we have been entangled by the Nabob, his chicanery 
in reſpect to money and proviſions, his views to compel us into a Maratta 
alliance, his wiſhes to poſſeſs Tanjore, his fears of the Company if it were 
ſubdued, his hope of ſupport againſt the Company from the Crown, and 
his jealouſy of the future effects even of that ſupport, we think your Honours 
will ſee cauſe to rejoice, that we are in no worſe ſtate at preſent. Should 
your Honours think it beit to revive the guarantee, and take it upon you, 
we are perſuaded the Nabob will oppoſe it by every means in his power, 
and it will certainly be the cauſe of a freſh quarrel with him ; but ſhould 
that be got over, and the guarantee be acknowledged, and at the ſame time 
ſhould your Government, from whatever cauſe, not to be relieved from its 
preſent weakneſs in reſpect to the Nabob, his deſigns againſt Tanjore, or 
ſome other inditect purpoſe, may again drag you into hoſtility. It you do 
not reſume the guarantee, but leave the Rajah wholly at the mercy of 
the Nabob, we do not heſitate to declare it as our opinion, that his appre- 
henſions of the Nabob are ſo great, that whenever we ſhall be involved in 
trouble, he will become dangerous, and take part againſt us, to ſave himſelf 
from impending ruin, ſhould he ſee a probabilicy of ſucceſs. Our concluſion 
is, that one of theſe deciſive meaſures ſhould be adopted with firmneſs and 
vigour; either to take Tanjore openly and avowedly under your protection, 
and give him proofs of your impartial juſtice, which we think, even now, 
notwithſtanding what has paſſed, will bind him firmly to your intereſt, or 
to conquer and ſubdue him totally; but in the latter caſe, the conſequent 
arrangements will be matter of the moſt ſerious conſideration, What we 
ſaid on this ſubject, by the Britannia, contains our ſenſe; and fince the year 
1768 ſuch lights have been thrown on the Nabob's character and conduct, 
as may amply ſuffice to enable your Honours to determine with juſtice and 

ropriety; we therefore only add, that every day convinces us we have noc 
bas miſtaken, and we confirm every word we have wrote, 


At a COURT of DIRECTORS, 


Held the 4th a& April, 1777, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 


That the Orders for removing Mr, Wynch in conſequence of the Tanjore 


War, the Commiſſions to the Right Hon. Lord Pigot as Preſident and 
Governor, and as Commander in Chief of Fort St George, and the 


Orders given to his Lordſhip and his Council; alſo the Company's | 


Commiſſion to Sir Robert Fletcher as Commander of the Company's 
Troops on the Coaſt of Coromandel, and the Conſultations and other 

Records on Political Subjects from the Arrival of Lord Pigot to 
thoſe laſt received from that Prefidency, be forthwith printed for 
the Uſe of the Proprietors. 


Extraft of the General Letter to Fort St. George, dated 12th April, 1775. 


26. \ S our ſyſtem on the Coaſt may be much affected by the 


part you have taken in the reduction of Tanjore, we 
have thought proper to examine the ſubject fully, and 


we now proceed to give our ſentiments reſpecting the above extraor- 
CET tranſaction. 


27. We have been uniform in our orders and inſtructions, prohi- 
biting our ſervants from extending the poſſeſſions of the Company or 
of the Nabob, and teſtified our diſpleaſure againſt a late Governor 
and Council for diſregarding thoſe orders. We have alſo particularly 
directed, as guarantees of the treaty of 1762, that no opportunity 
ſhould be loſt of raiſing in the King of Tanjore ideas of firm depen- 
dence on our friendſhip ; and we concur in the opinion of our Gover- 
nor and Council, that it could not be good policy in the Company 
to reduce Tanjore, and to place it under the management and con- 
trol of the Nabob; more eſpecially as they on the ſpot were of 
opinion, that on account of oppreſſions exerciſed by the Nabob in his 
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own dominions, and of his inveterate hatred to the King of Tanjore, 


the Tanjoreans would ſubmit to any power whatever rather than to 


the Nabob; and, under the above conſiderations, we confeſs ourſelyes 
at a loſs for words to expreſs our concern, on finding that you have 
nevertheleſs aſſiſted the Nabob in dethroning the King of Tanjore, 
and in taking poſſeſſion of his dominions. 


28. As the fall of Tanjore is an event which may be attended with 
the moſt ſerious conſequences, we ſhall in this place conſider your 
motives to the firſt expedition, your advices relative thereto, the 
conditions of the treaty of 1771, the propriety of breaking that 
treaty, and the inconveniences occaſioned to the Company by your 
departure from the letter and ſpirit of our repeated orders and in- 
ſtructions. | 


29. Although the treaty of 1769 includes the Rajah of Tanjore, 
and ſhelters him from the Nabob's reſentment on account of his con- 
duct during the war with Hyder Ally, we do not conſider the general 
words of that treaty as ſufficient to releaſe the Rajah from the treaty 
of 1762, by which he became tributary to the Nabob; and therefore 
the non-payment of his tribute ſeems a ſufficient reaſon for calling 
him to account. EY 


30. We find by a letter from the Rajah of Tanjore, reoeived me 


14th October, 1762, that he requeſts the Polligars ſhould not be 
permitted to diſpute his preſent poſſeſſions ; to which an anſwer was 
returned, that the Polligars ſhould not be aſſtſted by the Nabob or 
the Company, if the Rajah on his part did not moleſt them. How 
far the Marawar and Nalcooty men were intended to be included in 


the general term of Polligars does nor appear to us; but ſuppoſing. 
them. to have. been ſo included, the Rajah's conduct in recurring to 


arms againſt them, muſt have rendered him reprehenſible on their 
account ; and therefore we are of opinion, on that ground alſo, you 
may have had a right to interfere in the diſputes which have happened 
between him and the Nabob of the Carnatic, 

| 31. But 
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31. But admitting the neceſſity of your interfering between the 
Nabob and the King of Tanjore, we can by no means allow that you 
were warranted in recurring to arms, ſo long as the King of Tanjore's 
Vackeel declared himſelf ready and willing to ſettle affairs with the 
Nabob under the mediation and guarantee of the Engliſh; and much 
leſs can we juſtify your conduct in agreeing, on any account or pre- 
tence, or under any circumſtances, that the Nabob ſhould be put in 
poſſeſſion of that kingdom, As guarantees of the treaty of 762 
you were obliged to interpoſe between the parties, but had no right 
to extend your views beyond the accompliſhment of the ſtipulations 
of that treaty. | 


32. And here we are concerned to remark, that you ſeem not only 


to have proceeded improperly in your engagements with the Nabob 
reſpecting the King of Tanjore, but alſo to have been diſingenuous 


in your advices to us upon that important ſubject, as appears by the 


following ſtate of facts : 


33. After ſeveral negotiations and conferences with the Nabob, 
you inform us in your ſele& letter, dated the 2oth of July, 1771, 
© That being yourſelves in a ſtate of uncertainty, you were obliged to 
te leave us in doubt what meaſures would be purſued in reſpect to 
CT ade” 1h that letter you refer us for particular information to 
the Select Committee's proceedings of the gth and 11th July, 1771. 
In the former we find the Committee reſolve to repreſent to the Na- 
bob, ith all frankneſs and candour, that in caſe: the King of Tanjore ſhould 
refuſe to pay an adequate ſum of money, and the conqueſt of the country 
be thereupon judged neceſſary, any arrangements reſpecting ſuch con- 
queſt muſt be regarded as merely temporary, until the Company's 
pleaſure ſhould be known, whoſe orders thereon, you obſerve to —_ 
muſt be implicitly obeyed by their ſervants. 


34. The 


Par. 9. 
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34. The propoſed arrangements were to the following effect, viz. 


That all money due to the Company for currrent charges, includ- 
ing thoſe of the expedition (except the balance of the Myſorean war) 
be diſcharged from the money to be obtained from the Rajah of 
Tanjore; and that the remainder be appropriated towards paying the 
private creditors. _ 


35. That as the Company wiſh not to ſubvert the eſtabliſhed 
government of any power with whom they have political connexion, 
in caſe the Rajah be ſubdued, it were better to reſtore him, or to 
place ſome more fit perſon of his family in the government of Tanjore, 
upon his paying ſuch peſhcuſh to the Circar as might be proper, 
aſſigning a revenue for payment of charges of the expedition, and for 
the maintenance of a garriſon to be kept in the town on the part of 
the Company, and alſo for a ſufficient force to protect the country; 
| or, if the above be not agreeable to the Nabob, that the revenues 
if ſhould then be put under his direction; but that the fort ſhould re- 
| main in our hands, and that both ſhould be conſidered as depoſits 
till the Company's pleaſure ſhould be known; the revenue ſubject, 
however, to the purpoſes aforeſaid. 


þ Sel. letter 36. The above advices were communicated to us by the ſhip Duke 
; | | = 20 July of Portland and your conduct on the occaſion received, as it juſtly 
| | : . = merited, our entire approbation. That ſhip failed from Fort St. 
March 1772, George the 2 3d of July, 1771; but we find, that the very next day, 
Par 61. the Nabob being deſirous of accommodating matters with the King of 


Tanjore, the majority of the Select Committee reſolved, that ſuch nego- 
tiations ſhould not be conducted by our repreſentatives, as guarantees 
4 of the treaty of 1762, but be left entirely to the Nabob: and we alſo 
find, that though you wrote to us three days afterwards overland, 
you never ſuggeſted the leaſt hint of having departed from your for. 
mer opinion. ; 


37. The 


CF 
37. The Committee were not unanimous in the above reſolutions ; 
the perſons who compoſed it were Meſſieurs Dupre, Haſtings, and 
Ardley ; but we are deprived of the pleaſure of knowing which of 


our ſervants was of a different opinion from the majority, as no diſſent 
was entered on the occaſion. 


38. In September 1771 you inform the Nabob, that as you were 
acting in ſupport of his government, and partly as guarantees of the 
treaty of 1762, whatever ſhould be taken from the King of Tanjore, 
whether forts, countries, money, effects, or military ſtores, all ſhould 
be left at his diſpoſal, together with the Rajah, his family, and de- 
pendants, if they ſhould fall into your hands. The gth of October 
following you wrote to us by the Stag frigate, but were entirely 
ſilent reſpecting the above ſtipulations. And as you thought proper 
to defer ſending us your proceedings by that conveyance, we received 
a copy of the treaty of 1771 before we were apprized of the unwar- 
rantable engagements entered into with the Nabob. 


39. As we had a pleaſure in obſerving that the Nabob had recovered 
all his peſhcuſh, obtained indemnification for the charges of the war, 
gained conſiderable preſents for his children, and other advantages; 
ſo had we alſo the ſatisfaction to find, that affairs were compromiſed 
by the contending parties without diſpoſſeſſing the King of Tanjore of 
his dominions. 


40. We paſs over the particulars of the ſiege, and alſo forbear at 


this time to animadvert at large upon many irregularities in your 


intermediate proceedings, as they appear to us rather ſubordinate 
conſiderations. 


41. The orders given by you to General Smith, your extraordinary 


explanation of thoſe orders, the independent power lodged in the 


Nabob's ſon, and the chagrin diſcovered by you, when you found the 


B | | General 
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General had obeyed your orders, and the young Nabob exerciſed the 
authority with which he was inveſted, are great improprieties, and 
very blameable ; but we are conſtrained to obſerve, that irregularity 
makes but a ſmall part of your miſconduct, when compared with tran- 
ſactions of greater moment. | 


42. In regard to the before-mentioned extraordinary ſtipulations 
with the Nabob, we have already remarked, that as the guarantee of 
the treaty of 1762 obliged you to compel payment of the peſhcuſh, if 
deſired by the Nabob, ſo did it alſo oblige you to prevent him from 
exacting new conditions, not provided for by that treaty, Indeed we 
do not find that the treaty of 1771 was materially different from that 
of 1762, except in the additional clauſe to furniſh troops to the Na- 
bob, which was not in the former treaty, and in the ceſſion of certain 
diſtricts, which were then forced from the King of Tanjore ; but we 


muſt obſerye, that the Nabob's averſion to your appearing in the 


propoſed negotiation in 1771, ought not to have been conſidered as 
a ſufficient reaſon for rejecting the Rajah's application, when he 
offered to ſettle with the Nabob by means of your mediation. And 
under the above circumſtances, every principle of juſtice, policy, and 
humanity, forbad your engaging to ſacrifice him ta the Nabob's 
reſentment. 


43. In 1771 you ſeemed ſufficiently aware of the impropriety of 
increaſing the Nabob's power; but deeming it an act of political ne- 
ceſſity, you reſolved upon the meaſure; intimating, however, that it 
would be eaſy to control it aſterwards, if found neceſſary; but you 
need not be told by us, that it was much more eafy to prevent it, 
than it can be to control an improper degree of power in the hands 
of the Nabob of the Carnatic. - 


44. But 
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44. But you further inform us, That legal orders to the Britiſh 


« delegates of national power may model that of the Nabob, and 
ce reſtrain it within ſuch bounds as ſhall be thought proper.” 


45. We are not at all diſpoſed to examine the ideas affixed by you 
to theſe unuſual expreflions. The ſubject is too ſerious to be thus 
treated. Your unneceſſary experiment has been carried into execu- 
tion. It appears to us ver dangerous, the embarraſſment occa- 
ſioned thereby almoſt inſurmountable, and that air of indifference 


with which you delivered your ſentiments on the occaſion extremely 
unſeaſonable. 


46. We muſt confeſs, that no eaſy means occur to us, whereby 
the Nabob's newly-acquired power may be controlled ; and although 
the meaſure may be abſolutely neceſſary, we have no aſſurance that 
the remedy will not be attended with diſagreeable conſequences. 


47. The above being our ſentiments reſpecting your conduct 
during the firſt expedition, we proceed to examine into the propriety 
of your behaviour relative to the ſecond expedition, undertaken 
in 1773. 


48. In your ſelect letter, dated the 28th February, 1772, you tell 
us © Tanjore had been humbled,” and we muſt declare this was all 
that ought to have been deſired. You likewiſe give us your opinion, 
that notwithſtanding what had paſſed, © if we would give the King 
« cf Tanjore proofs of our impartial juſtice, it would bind him firmly 
« to our intereſt ;” but you nevertheleſs, ſo far as in you lies, put it out 
of our power to render him that juſtice, before you become acquainted 
with our ſentiments on the ſubject. 


49. You further declare, that you ſee no reaſon to change the ſen- 
timents communicated to us in your letter of the 3 iſt of January, 1770, 


reſpecting 
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reſpecting the impropriety of reducing Tanjore, and of placing it 
under the management and control of the Nabob; and we again 
concur in opinion with you on that ſubject. 


50. You confeſſed your doubts whether the treaty of 1762 be 
aboliſhed or ſtill in force, becauſe a ſubſequent treaty had been con- 
cluded, in which you took no part, and therefore hoped we ſhould ſee 
the neceſſity of tracing a ſtrong line for your future guidance. | 


51. We received your letter the roth September, 1772, and our 
anſwer was tranſmitted by the Harcourt, the 7th of April, 1773 in 
which we informed you, that we deemed thoſe objects of too much 
importance to admit of an haſty determination. You were however of 
a different opinion ; for without waiting the arrival of our inſtruc- 
tions, you proceed to reconſider the treaty of 1762, and poſitively 
declare it annulled, though no one circumſtance had happened to 
affect it ſince your laſt advices. You thereupon determined to renew 
your attack upon Tanjore, and entered into freſh engagements with 
the Nabob, ſtipulating as before, that if the King of Tanjore ſhould 
be taken, you would leave him and his family. at the Nabob's 
diſpoſal; and as our troops were then returned from an expedition 
againſt the Marawar and Nalcooty Poligars, you forthwith order them 
to proceed againſt Tanjore. 


52. It is worthy of notice, that the reaſons given by the Nabob 
for ſubduing thoſe Poligars were, becauſe they had neither ſent a 
man, nor ſupplied a grain of proviſions for his army during the ope- 
rations againſt Tanjore. And having, by your aſſiſtance, cut off thoſe 
unfortunate people, he immediately urges, as one motive for re- 
ducing Tanjore, that the Tanjorean King had not contributed 
towards carrying on the war againſt the Poligars. Other reaſons 
were indeed adduced, namely, that he had mortgaged ſome of his 


diſtricts to the Dutch and Danes; that he owed him money ; and that 
3 if 
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if the preſent opportunity ſhould be loſt, the French or the Marattas 
would take Tanjore, and diſturb the peace of the Carnatic ; but we 
muſt confeſs we are ſhocked to find, that our troops have been em- 
ployed on ſuch 1 and on pretences ſo frivolous as thoſe above- 
mentioned. | 


53. The Nabob ſays the King of Tanjore owes him money, and 
has not fulfilled the treaty of 1771 ; ſuppoſing it true, you had juſt 
declared, you were not guarantees of that treaty, you had therefore 
no pretence on that account to interfere. But we find that the 
Nabob's aſſertion reſpecting money was contradicted by the King of 
Tanjore, who declared he had ſent ſoucar bills to the Nabob for 
payment, even before the money was due, and pledged lands to 
Mr. Benfield for the whole amount of the peſhcuſh; and though 
Mr. Benfield, as a ſervant of the Company, very properly declined 
tranſacting this buſineſs, his letter on the fubje& allows that bills 
were actually ſent by the King of Tanjore on the occaſion, which 
manifeſted his deſire at leaſt to ſatisfy the Nabob. Theſe were cir- 
cumſtances eaſy to be proved; but it does not appear that you paid 
the leaſt regard to the Tanjorean King's repreſentation, or took ny | 
meaſures to aſcertain the truth of the Nabob's declarations. 


54. As to any 3 which might be apprehended from the King 
of Tanjore's negotiation with the French or Marattas, there was cer- 
tainly more reaſon to expect it before the firſt expedition, whilſt his 
treaſury was full, than afterwards, when it had juſt been exhauſted 
by the Nabob. There are no circumſtances before us, which con- 
vince us, that the leaſt inconvenience was likely to have happened by 
ſuch negotiations; and as to your declaration, that the reduction of 
Tanjore was a meaſure of ſelf-defence, it appears to us ſo very incon- 
ſiſtent, that we are ſorry to find you capable of making the aſſertion. 
We are of fo different an opinion, that we deem the poſſeſſions of the 
e endangered by the fucceſs of that very meaſure; and do 
4 not 
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not heſitate to declare, that it has rendered our ſelf-defence on the 
Coaſt of Coromandel an object of very ſerious conſideration. 


55. Upon the moſt deliberate review of your proceedings, and of 
the various circumſtances therewith connected, we are confirmed in 
our opinion, that as the King of Tanjore was in arrear to the Nabob 
in 1771, you were then authorized in calling him to account; but the 
meaſures taken for that purpoſe, and your ſtipulations with the 
Nabob on the occaſion, were altogether improper, and utterly un- 
warrantable; and although the evils which might have been immediately 
conſequent thereon were in ſome degree prevented, or delayed 
at leaſt, by the peace granted to the King of Tanjore; yet we find, 


by the diſſatisfaction you expreſſed at that event having happened, 


that the entire reduction of Tanjore was at that time ardently deſired 
by you, and the ſhort ſuſpenſion of the King of Tanjore's unhappy 
fate in no reſpect owing to your moderation. 


56. We cannot find that in 1773 you were in poſſeſſion of any 
ſact whatever, which could render it neceſſary to break the peace of 
1771; we therefore declare the laſt expedition unjuſtifiable, and your 
conduct therein wholly inexcuſable. 


57. When we eſtabliſned a Select Committee in March, 1769, 


it was profeſſedly with a view to the confining of our influence and 
poſſeſſions, and to retreating back within thoſe limits, which our 
Governor and Council had exceeded, by attempting to extend the 
poſſeſſions of the Nabob of the Carnatic. 


58. We likewiſe enjoined you to repreſent to the Nabob the folly 


of relying on his own troops for the defence of the Carnatic, and ex- 


preſſed our anxiety at ſeeing a ſyſtem adopted ſo repugnant to our 


views, as was that of ſupporting him in the Myſorean country; 
and fo great was our reſentment againſt our Preſident and Council, 
| that 
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that we not only ordered Mr. Bourchier to quit the government, but 
ſeverely reprimanded the Members of our Council for the part they 
had taken in the above tranſactions. 1 


59. Theſe were the ſentiments we entertained of the conduct of 
our late ſervants, and fully before you, when you ventured to adopt 
meaſures of the ſame dangerous nature and tendency with thoſe 
which occaſioned the cenſures above-mentioned ; and therefore, as 
our orders and inſtructions have been diſregarded by you, and as 
examples made of former offenders have been inſufficient to reſtrain 
you from treading in their ſteps, we have determined to remove 
Alexander Wynch Eſquire from being Preſident of our Council, and 
hereby direct, that he forthwith reſign the government to the Right 
Honourable Lord Pigot, upon the arrival of his Lordſhip at your 
preſidency. | 


60. And as the concurrence of the members of our Council in 
the breach of our orders renders them very undeſerving of our favour, 
we ſhould have proceeded to the like extremities with them, had we 
not been willing to hope, that their future conduct may in ſome 
degree atone for paſt offences. On this ground alone we are induced 
to continue them in our ſervice; but we nevertheleſs hereby ſeverely 
reprimand them, and alſo declare, that unleſs their zeal for our in- 
tereſt ſhall manifeſt a proper ſenſe of our lenity, they will certainly 


experience more rigorous marks of our reſentment. 


61. Having thus removed Mr. Wynch from being Preſident of 
our Council, it is our pleaſure, and we hereby direct, that our Go- 
vernor and Council at Fort St. George do conſiſt of the following 
Perſons, viz. | 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident and Governor. 
Mr. George Stratton, ſecond. 
2 


General 


4 12 ) 
General Joſeph Smith, or the Commander in Chief of our troops 
for the time being, third. | | 
Mr. George Dawſon, fourth. 
Mr. Henry Brooke, fifth. 

Mr. John Whitehill, ſixth. 

Mr. Claud Ruſſell, ſeventh. 

Mr. Charles Smith, eighth. 

Mr. Alexander Dalrymple, ninth. 
Mr. Samuel Johnſon, tenth. 

Mr. Charles Floyer, eleventh. 

Mr. John Maxwell Stone, twelfth. 

Mr. Archdale Palmer, thirteenth. 

Mr. James Hay, fourteenth. 

Mr. Edward Stracey, fifteenth. 

Mr. Edward Cotsford, ſixteenth. 

Mr. Richard Latham, ſeventeenth. 

Mr. Francis Jourdan, eighteenth. 

Mr. George Mackay, — and laſt of Council, and not 

to riſe to any higher ſtation therein. 


62. By the ſhip Grenville we tranſmit a commiſſion under the 
Company's ſeal, conſtituting the above-mentioned gentlemen our 
Governor and Council, and an atteſted copy thereof will be forwarded 
by the firſt ſhip of next ſeaſon bound directly to Fort St. George. 


63. Although, from variety of circumſtances, it has happened 
that our Council at Fort St. George have never been reduced to the 
number of twelve, according to our direction in the year 1769; 
nevertheleſs it is our poſitive order, that no future vacancies therein 
be filled up by you, even proviſionally, until the Council ſhall be 
reduced to the faid number of twelve; and after ſuch reduction, you 
are then to fill up vacancies from the next of our civil fervants, 
provided there ſhall be no material objections with reſpect to abi- 

lities, 


( 5 } 


lities, character or fortune, as noticed in our general letter of the 
17th March, 1769. | Par. 46. 


64. Notwithſtanding we have thought proper to remove 
Alexander Wynch Eſquire from being Preſident of our Council and 
Governor of Fort St. George, it is not our intention that Mr. Wynch. 
ſhall be obliged to leave India immediately, if he ſhall think proper. 
to continue there to. ſettle his private affairs; and it is our pleaſure, 
that during his continuance at Fort St. George, or his ſtay at any 
other of our ſettlements in his way home, he be treated with the: 
reſpe& due to the ſtation he has held in our ſervice. 


London, a We are, 
12th April, 1775. | | 
pril, 775 Aer bring friend, 


Edward Wheeler 
John Harriſon 
John Woodhouſe 
Joſeph Sparkes 
Frederick. Pigou 
William James. 
Henry Savage 
T. B. Rous. 
Henry Fletcher 
Daniel Wier 
Richard Hall 
Samuel Peach 
W. G. Freeman 
Charles Boddam 
James Moffatt 
John Smith 
Peter Laſcelles 
George Tatem. 
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Tu UNITED Cour Ax or MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING TO 
| | THE EasT InDIEs | 


"TO all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, ſend greeting. Know ye, 
that the ſaid United Company, repoſing eſpecial truſt and confidence 
in the fidelity, prudence, juſtice, and circumſpection of the Right 
Honourable George Lord Pigot, Baron Pigot of Patſhul, in the King- 
dom of Ireland, have made, conſtituted and ordained, and by theſe 
preſents do make, conſtitute, and ordain the ſaid George Lord 
Pigot, upon and from, and immediately after the arrival of the ſaid 
-George Lord Pigot at Fort St. George, and publication of this Com- 
miſſion, to be Preſident and Governor of and for all our affairs on the 
"Coaſts of Coromandel and Orixa, and of the Chingee and Maratta 
countries, and of all the territories thereunto belonging, and of all and 
ſingular the forts, factories, and ſettlements, territories, countries, and 
juriſdictions thereof, and to execute all and every the powers and autho- 
rities thereunto appertaining, by order and direction of the Court of 
Directors of the ſaid United Company for the time being, and to 
continue in the exerciſe of the ſame during our and their pleaſure, and 
-until the contrary thereof ſhall be ſignified under the Seal of the ſaid 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt-Indies, 
or under the hands of thirteen or more of the Court of Directors of the 
ſaid Company for the time being. And to the end that the ſaid 
George Lord Pigot may be better enabled to order and manage all 
the affairs of us the faid Company, We do by theſe preſents con- 
ſtitute and ordain George Stratton Eſquire to be ſecond of our 
Council of Fort St. George; to wit, to be next in Council after our 
faid Preſident, George Lord Pigot ; Brigadier General Joſeph Smith 
.to be third of our faid Council, and not to riſe to a ſuperior rank 
therein; Mr. George Dawſon to be fourth; Mr. Henry Brooke to 
be fifth; Mr. John Whitehill to be ſixth; Mr. Claud Ruſſell to be 
ſeventh; Mr. Charles Smith to be eighth; Mr. Alexander Dalrym- 
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ple to be ninth; Mr. Samuel Johnſon to be tenth; Mr. Charles 
Floyer to be eleventh; Mr. John Maxwell Stone to be twelfth ; 
Mr. Archdale Palmer to be thirteenth ; Mr. James Hay to be four- 
teenth; Mr. Edward Stracey to be fifteenth ; Mr. Edward Cotsford 
to be ſixteenth; Mr. Richard Latham to be ſeventeenth; Mr. Francis 
Jourdan to be eighteenth; and Mr. George Mackay to be nine- 
teenth and laſt of our ſaid Council of Fort St. George (who is not 
at any time to riſe to an higher rank therein) for governing and mana- 
ging all the ſaid Company's affairs upon the Coaſt of Coromandel and 
Orixa, and the Chingee and Maratta countries, and governing the 
ſaid Fort St. George and City of Madras-patnam, and all other our 
forts, factories and ſettlements within any of the ſaid territories. 
And we do hereby give and grant unto our ſaid Preſident and Go- 
vernor, George Lord Pigot, and to our Council aforenamed, or the 
major part of them, (the whole Council, except ſuch who are abſent 
as chiefs of ſubordinate factories being duly ſummoned) full power 
and authority, from time to time, to rule and govern all and every 
our factors and ſervants under the faid Preſidency, and all the ſol- 
diers and inhabitants of our ſaid Fort St. George and City of Madras- 
patnam, and elſewhere, within the places aforeſaid; to adminiſter - 
| lawful oaths as occafion ſhall require, and to do and perform all fuch 
other acts and things, and to uſe and exerciſe all ſuch other powers 
and authorities, as the faid Preſident and Governor and his Council, 
in their ſeveral and reſpective places where the ſaid United Company 
have, or ſhall have factors, or any places of trade, are authorized to do; 
ſubject nevertheleſs to the ſuperintending and controlling power of 
the Governor-General and Council of Fort William in Bengal, in 
ſuch caſes wherein they are authorized to have a ſuperintending and 
controlling power, in and by an Act of Parliament paſſed in the 
— Thirteenth Year of His preſent Majeſty's Reign, intituled, © An Act 
for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations, for the better management of the 
Affairs of the Eaſt-India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” 
and alſo ſubject and according to ſuch inſtructions and directions as 

| he 
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he the ſaid George Lord Pigot, our Preſident and Governor and 
Council aforeſaid, ſhall from time to time receive under the hands of 
thirteen or more of the Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company 
for the time being. And we the ſaid United Company do hereby 
order and require all our factors, ſervants, officers and ſoldiers, 
within the limits. of the ſaid Preſidency, and all the people and inha- 
bitants of our ſaid Fort St. George and City of Madras-patnam, or 
any other our forts, places or colonies, within the ſaid Preſidency, 
to conform, ſubmit, and yield due obedience unto the ſaid George 
Lord Pigot, our Preſident and Governor and his Council accordingly: 
And we do hereby revoke, repeal,, annul, and make void every 
former commiſſion or commiſſions given and granted by us, whereby 
any other perſon or perſons was and were conſtituted and. ordained 
Preſident and Governor, and any other. perſons therein. named were 
conſtituted and ordained to be of the Council at Fort St. George 
aforeſaid. In witneſs whereof, we the ſaid United Company have 
cauſed our common ſeal to be affixed to theſe preſents the eleventh 
day of April, in the fifteenth year of the reign of his Moſt Excellent 
Majeſty George the Third, by the grace of God of Great Britain 
France and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, and 
in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven. hundred and ſeventy-five. 


Signed by order of the Court of Directors of the ſaid United 


Company. 
, P. MICHELL, Secretary. 


| (17 ) 
The United Company. of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt-Indies, 


To George Lord Pigot, Baron Pigot of Patſhul; in the kingdom of Ireland, 
Governor of the Prefidency of Fort St. George. 


WE the ſaid United Company, repoſing eſpecial truſt and confidence 
in you, George Lord Pigot, do by theſe preſents conſtitute and appoint 
you to be our Governor and Commander in Chief of our fort and garriſon 
of Fort St. George and town of Madras-patnam, and of all the forces 
which now are, or - hereafter ſhall be employed for the ſervice of the 
ſaid United Company within the ſaid fort, garriſon, and town; and 
you are, to the utmoſt of your ſkill and power, to do and perform all 
ſach offices and ſervices as appertain to the poſt of Governor and 
Commander in Chief as aforeſaid, and to continue in the exerciſe of 
the ſame during our pleaſure, ſubje& nevertheleſs to all ſuch rules; 
orders and inſtructions, as have heretofore been given to the Pre- 
ſident and Council of Fort St. George, aforeſaid, and are now in force, 
and alſo ſuch others as you ſhall at any time hereafter receive in 
writing from the Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company, or 
under the hands of thirteen or more of them; and we do hereby 
ſtrictly require, charge, and command all commiſſion-officers, non- 
commiſſion officers, ſoldiers and others, belonging to our military 
forces, and all the people and inhabitants employed or reſiding in our 
ſaid fort, garriſon, and town, to yield you, as Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief, as aforeſaid, due obedience accordingly; Given 
under our common ſeal this fourth day of Aprih, in the fifteenth year 
of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George tho Third, by the grace 
of God of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, and ſo forth, and in the year of our, Lord one thouſand = 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five. | 
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By order of the Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company, 


P. MICHELL, Secretary. 
E. | Alexander 
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Aletantier Wynch, Eſpuire, Governor aud Commander in. Chief of ,7 fort 


and garriſon of Fort St. George and toon of Madtai-patnam,. and of all the 

forces which are or ſhall be employed: for the ſervice of 1he United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt-Indies in the faid fort, gar- 
riſon, and town, and ee 25 the "n_ - pore” Sd. Geo, ge, and the 
reſt of the Council thereof, © 


2 o Sir Robert Fake greeting. 


= 


Fletcher, do, by theſe 1 dt road 3 appoint you to be Bri- 
gadier-General and Commander in Chief of the forces of the ſaid 
United Company on the Coaſt of Coromandel; and you are, to the 
utmoſt of your ſkill and power, to do and perform all ſuch offices 
and ſervices as appertain to the poſt of Commander in Chief of the 
forces on the Coaſt of Coromandel, ſubject however to all ſuch rules, 
orders and inſtructions, as you ſhall at any time receive from the 
Court of Directors of the ſaid United Company of Merchants of 


England trading to the Eaſt-Indies in writing, or under the hands 


of thirteen or more of them, or from the Governor and Council of 


Fort St. George, or from Lieutenant-General John Clavering, Com- 


mander in Chief of all the United Company's forces in the Eaſt-Indies, 


or the Commander in Chief of all their forces in the Eaſt-Indies for the 
time being, when he ſhall be at the Preſidency of Fort St. George, 
according to the rules and diſcipline of war, in purſuance of the truſt 
hereby repoſed in you ; and we do hereby ſtrictly require, charge and 
command all commiſſion-officers, non- commiſſion officers and ſoldiers, 


and others, belonging to the military forces of the ſaid United Com- 


pany. on the Coaſt of Coromandel before-mentioned, to yield you as. 
their Commander due obedience accordingly. Given under our hands, 
and the ſeal of the ſaid United Company, in Fort St. George, this 
ſixteenth day of October, in the ſixteenth year of- the reign of our 

Sovereign 
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Sovereign Lord, George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great- 
Britain; France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo 
forth, and in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
apps, eo | 5 | 45 
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Entered i in the Secretary? $ Office 4 * 
by order of the Preſident and Council. 


R. J. SULIVAN, Seeretary. 


ORDERS. OF THE , COURT OF DIRECTORS FOR THE 
' RESTORATION OF THE KING OF TANJORE, 


Our Preſident and Council at Fort St. George. 


1, In order to ei ſo fan as may be the inconveniences occa- 
ſioned by the miſconduct of our late Preſident and Council, we have 
thought proper to conſtitute, and by our Commiſſion under our Seal, 
dated the 11th inſtant, have conſtituted and appointed you to be our 
Governor and Council of Fort St. George, for governing and manag- 
ing all the Company's affairs on the Coaſts of Coromandel and Orixa, 
and all our forts, faCtories, and ſettlements thereunto belonging; ſubject 
however to the limitations and reſtrictions contained in a late Act of 
Parliament, intituled, An Act for eſtabliſhing certain regulations for 
the better management of the affairs of the Eaſt- India Company, as 
well in India as in Europe.” 


2. By our letter to our Preſident and Council of this date, (copy 
whereof is herewith tranſmitted) you will be more particularly informed 
of the tranſactions which have occaſioned the removal of our ſaid Preſi- 
dent, and the reprehenſion of the Members of our Council; we ſhall 
not in this place recapitulate thoſe particulars, but content ourſelves 
with obſerving, that it behoves you to avoid all meaſures of a like ten- 
dency with thoſe which have thus involved our ſervants in the conſe- 
- quences of our diſpleaſure, 

3. In 


(2d ) 
g. In the execution of the truſt now repoſed in you ſeveral important 


objects claim your immediate and moſt ſerious conſideration ; we ſhall. 
point out what we wiſh to have accompliſhed, and ſuggeſt ſuch means as 
appear to us moſt likely to be effectual for obtaining the ends propoſed;. 


but we are convinced that ſucceſs muſt in a great meaſure depend upon 
the wiſdom of your councils, the integrity and firmneſs of your con- 
duct, and in no ſmall degree upon the ſeaſonable exertion gf, thoſe 
peculiar abilities, for which your Right Honourable Preſident is ſo 
juſtly and eminently diſtinguiſhed, | 


4. As the ſolemn promiſe made by our Governor and Council at 
the requeſt of the Nabob-of the Carnatic and the King of Tanjere, to- 


guaranty the treaty of 1762, has been fully approved by the Court of 


Directors; we cannot but conſider the public faith of the Company as 


forfened, and the honour of the Britiſh nation deeply affected, by the 


meaſures taken for dethroning that unhappy Prince, whoſe kingdom 
has been wreſted from him by our ſervants, and put under the govern- 
ment of Mahmud Ally Khan, in direct violation of that treaty, and 
contrary to our repeated orders and inſtructions, which have uniformly. 
and expreſsly prohibited them from attempting-to enlarge our own or 


the Nabob's dominions; and alſo in oppofition to the letter and ſpiric 


of the Nabob's public declaration to the King of Tanjore's Vackeel, 
wherein he affirms, that it was not his intention to take the fort and 
country of Tanjore to himſelf, but to ſecure them for the benefit of the 
King of Tanjore's family, and to place a proper perſon of his kindred on. 
the throne. | 


5. And having reſolved. to contribute fo far as in us lies towards the. 
reſtoration of the King of Tanjore, which by every tie of honor we con- 
ceive ourſelves bound to do, we hereby direct, that you take the moſt 
effectual meaſures without loſs of time for ſecuring the perſon of the 
King of Tanjore, and that you for:hwith appoint him a proper guard 
for his protection, and alſo for the protection ot his tamily ;. and inform 
him, that we have determined to replace him upon the throne of his 

| anceſtors, 
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anceſtors, upon certain terms and conditions to be agreed upon for the 
mutual benefit of himſelf and the Engliſh Eaſt-India Company, without 
infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally Khan, Nabob of the Carnatic. 


6. As our faith ſtands pledged by the treaty of 1762 to obtain 
payment of the King of Tanjore's tribute to the ſaid Nabob of the 
Carnatic; as it is our intereſt and ſincere deſire to maintain the public 
tranquillity; and as we find to our great concern, that other Europeans 
have obtained undue influence in Tanjore, which, if permitted and en- 
couraged, may operate unfavourably for the Company, render it diffi- 
cult to perform the part of guarantee to the ſaid treaty, and even 
tend to endanger the peace of the country; we therefore direct, that you 
declare to the King of Tanjore, that as we have no ſecurity for the per- 
formance of any engagements which may be entered into by him, and 
as in times paſt the payment of his tribute has been evaded or delayed, 
and ſeveral of his diſtricts mortgaged to Europeans, contrary to the 
| Intereſt of the Company, we ſhall inſiſt upon his admitting a garriſon of 
our troops into the fort of Tanjore, not only to enſure the regular pay- 
ment of the Nabob's juſt demand in future, but alſo to enable us 
effectually to watch the motions and to counteract the views of any 
European or country power, who may attempt to form connexions or 
make eſtabliſhments in Tanjore to our prejudice; and you are likewiſe 
to inſiſt upon having an aſſignment of revenues made to the Company 
ſufficient for the maintenance of the ſaid troops, and for providing 
military ſtores neceflary for the defence of the garriſon, 


7. You are however, i in our name, to aſſure the King of Tanjore, that 
no diminution of his authority over his ſubjects is intended by us, and 
that we will ſeverely puniſh every military officer, or Company's ſervant, 
who ſhall in any reſpect interfere in the affairs of his government; and 
you are to take eſpecial care that this article be punctually fulfilled on 
the part of the Company, 
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8. You are alſo to aſſure the King of Tanjore, that particular ac- 
counts of the expenſe of the garriſon ſhall be laid before him every 
three months, or ſo often as he ſhall require it; that no extravagance 
ſhall be permitted, nor any improper charge be allowed in ſuch accounts ; 
and that if the annual amount' thereof ſhall at any time be leſs than the 
revenues aſſigned to the Company, the ſurplus of the ſaid revenues 
ſhall be faithfully returned to him; but if the expenſe of the garriſon 
ſhall exceed the amount of the revenues ſo aſſigned, then the King of 
Tanjore ſhall make good the deficiency. 


9. That if any diſputes ariſe reſpecting contingent or other expenſes, 
they ſhall be finally adjuſted by the King of Tanjore's 1 and our 
Preſident and Council, and not otherwiſe. 


10. That all repairs of fortifications ſhall be conducted by our 


Engineer, at the King of Tanjore's expenſe ; but no works or repairs 


whatever ſhall be undertaken without his approbation and conſent, 
which ſhall always be ſignified in writing, nor until an eſtimate ſhall 
have been made of the charge to be incurred, and the meaſure fully 
approved and authorized by our Governor and Council. 


11. That no treaty with foreign powers ſhall be concluded by the 
King of Tanjore without our concurrence, nor ſhall any alliance be 
formed by him to the prejudice of the Company, nor any aid or 
aſſiſtance be given, directly or indirectly, to the enemies of the Britiſh 
nation. 


12. And in caſe troubles: ſhall ariſe in the Kingdom of Tanjore, 
and the troops of the Company, or of the Nabob, ſhall march to the 
King of Tanjore's aſſiſtance at his requiſition, all extraordinary ex- 
penſes incurred thereby ſhall be defrayed by him, over and above the 
charges of the garriſon as aforcſaid. 
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13. No troops whatever, except thoſe of the Company, ſhall be 
permitted to reſide within the City of Tanjore, and except alſo ſuch 
native guards as may be neceſſary for ſupporting the dignity of his 
Majeſty's government; and the number of ſuch native guards ſhall be 
fixed by our Governor and Council, and not exceeded or augmented 
by the King of Tanjore on any account or pretence whatever, 


14. You will not fail to explain to the King of Tanjore, that it is 
by no means our intention to impoveriſh or diſtreſs Tanjore; that the 
troops to be maintained by him ſhall be employed in his defence alone 
ſo long as he keeps his faith with the Company; ard that as their pay 
will be expended on the ſpot, no drain of treaſure or other incon- 
venience can happen to his country in conſequence of the propoſed 
arrangements, | | 


' 15. As our principal views extend no further than the ſafety of 
Tanjore, and the prevention of European influence therein, we 
require no greater portion of the revenues to be aſſigned to the Com- 
| pany, than ſhall be deemed abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of our 
garriſon; but if any unforeſeen circumſtance ſhall render ſuch revenue 
inadequate thereto, the King of Tanjore mult, as before obſerved, cauſe 
payment of the troops to be made from his other reſources, 


16. Although juſtice to our own honour, and to the King of Tanjore, 
compels us to take meaſures for delivering him out of the hands of the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, you are nevertheleſs to declare publickly in 
our name, that we will by no means protect the King of Tanjore in 
with-holding from Mahmud Ally his ſtipulated tribute of four Lacks of 
Rupees per annum, or any part of it, but that, on the contrary, we 
will do our utmoſt to procure payment thereof to the ſaid Nabob. 


17, In regard to furniſhing ſupplies in time of war, the King of 
Taryore ſhall not be obliged to comply with any requiſition for troops, 
unleſs our oer and Council join the Nabob in nn ſuch requi- 
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Ftion ; nor ſhall the quota to be furniſhed to the Circar be left indefi- 
\ nite, but be limited to ſuch ſupplies as ſhall on all occaſions be deemed 
Juſt and reaſonable by our ſaid Governor and Council; and the charge 


thereof, if defrayed by the King of Tanjore, ſhall be deducted from 


the annual tribute to be paid by him to the Nabob of the Carnatic. 


18. As the Nabob has intimated his deſire, that the Government 
of Tanjore ſhould be placed in the hands of the King of Tanjore's 


brother, or of ſome other of his family, we direct, that in caſe the 


King of Tanjore ſhall not be living at the time of your receipt hereot 
at Fort St. George, you forthwith proceed to place the next of the 
royal line, or ſome other proper perſon of the King of Tanjore's family, 
upon the throne of his anceſtors; ſubje&t however to all terms and 
conditions required by the Company, reſpecting Tanjore, in theſe our 
orders and inſtructions, 


19. In the year 1771 we find the Nabob obtained from the Rajah 
his arrears of tribute with intereſt thereon, indemnification for his ex- 
penſes, and ſundry preſents to his children, amounting in the whole 
to Rupees 45,27,000, beſides the ceſſion of certain diſtricts to the 
amount of Rupees 4,80,000 per annum; we muſt therefore conclude, 
that the charges of the firſt expedition againſt Tanjore were more than 
reimburſed by the above acquiſitions. 


20. Perſuaded as we are that this has been the caſe, we direct, that 


you pay no regard to that article of the treaty of 1771, which reſpects 
the alienation of part of the Rajah's dominions. If the Nabob had not 
a juſt title to thoſe territories before the concluſion of that treaty, we 
deny that he obtained any right thereby, further than to the temporary 
ſovereignty of ſuch diſtrifts as were aſſigned to him for ſecuring the 
payment of his expenſes, and which were to be returned to the Rajah 
when ſuch payment * be A 


21, As the expedition againſt Tanjore in 1773 was ſhort, being 
zundertaken in the month of Auguſt, and concluded in September, we 


appre- 
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apprehend the revenues of the country could not ſuffer great diminution 
by that war; and we mult ſuppoſe that the plunder of the place, and 
the receipt of the revenues for more than two years, will have rendered 
the Nabob a very conſiderable gainer, after defraying all charges 
incurred by his Excellency in the ſaid expedition. 


22. We could wiſh you to obtain a ſtatement of the Nabob's re- 
ceipts and diſburſements on the above account, but we fear it is 
impracticable; however we recommend it to your attention, in order 
to prevent him from pleading the above circumſtances as an excuſe 
or reaſon for delaying payment of his debts to the Company, and 
thoſe to his private European creditors, in caſe they ſhould be ſpeedily 
demanded, 


23. Another object of your early attention muſt be, to acquire a 
complete knowledge of thoſe territories which have been granted to 
the Company on the Coaſt of Coromandel, and to eſtabliſh a judicious 
and permanent ſyſtem for their future management. And here we 
mult obſerve, that the late diſpoſition. manifeſted by the Nabob, and 
his apparent views to independency, render it highly expedient for us 
to augment our ſtrength within our own poſſeſſions, ſo far as it can be 
done without diminiſhing thoſe reſources, which have hitherto been 
appropriated for. the proviſion of our inveſtment, and for the ſupport 
of our government, 


24. And being well aſſured that the Jaghire lands and northern 
Circars, and eſpecially the latter, will be found capable of anſwering 
this deſireable purpole, if duly explored and properly regulated; we 
therefore direct, that when affairs reſpecting Tanjore ſhall have been 
accommodated and finally adjuſted, a Committee of our Council, con- 
ſiſting of five members, be appointed to make the circuit of the 
Northern Circars; and that they aſcertain, with all poſſible exactneſs, 
the produce of the country, the number of inhabitants, the ſtate of 
the manufactures, the fortiſied places, the groſs amount of the reve- 
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nues, the articles from which they ariſe, the mode by which they are 
collected, the charges of collection, the ſpecific- proportion uſually 
received by the Rajah or Zemindar, and that which cuſtom or uſage 
has allotted to the cultivator as the reward of his labour. 


25. They are alſo particularly to enquire what ſecurity the native 
has for his property, what courts there are for the adminiſtration of 
juſtice, and how far ſimilar regulations to thoſe lately eſtabliſned at 


Bengal by our Preſident and Council may with propriety be introduced 


into the Northern Circars. 


26. It is by no means our wiſh to deprive the hereditary Rajahs or 
Zemindars ot their annual income; on the contrary we mean to ſecure 
it to them, without leaving them under the neceſſity of keeping up an 
armed force to compel payment thereof. And it is alſo our earneſt 
deſire to deliver the inhabitants, ſo far as may be in our power, from 
undue exactions and oppreſſions. | 


27. The impropriety of ſuffering any Zemindar to become formi- 
dable to his neighbours, or too powerful, cannot admit of a doubt. 
We never approved the policy of our late Governor and Council in 
conſenting to accept a ſmall tribute, or ſuch compoſition for lands 


as Sitteramrauze might think proper to make, without aſcertaining in 


any degree the value of ſuch lands. And if it be true that his power 
has heretofore rendered it dangerous to riſk his diſpleaſure, by admit- 
ting competitors to bid for lands, it is high time to correct our ſyſtem, 


and to diſallow the keeping of other troops than our own in the Cir- 


cars; more eſpecially as ſuch troops are not ſubject to our orders, but 
rendei our tenants leſs dependent than they ought to be upon our 
authority and control. 


28. In order to enable us to ſtrike at the root of this evil, the 
Committee of Circuit muſt take the moſt effectual meaſures for aſcer- 
taining the ſtrength of each Rajah, Zemindar, or land-holder in the 

| Circars,, 
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Circars, the expenſe of his houſhold and that of his troops, the means 


he may have of defraying ſuch expenſes, and the number of regular 
Seapoys which it will be neceſſary for us to maintain in the reſpective 
diſtricts, in order to keep them in due ſubjection. 


29. As an addition of military ſtrength within our own poſſeſſions 
ſeems to us ſo abſolutely neceſſary, and as we can have no doubt but 
that, with proper economy, a conſiderable force may be maintained in 
the Circars, and the annual rent or tribute remitted to our treaſury at 
Fort St. George be nevertheleſs conſiderably increaſed; we are there- 
fore reſolved, that every military man reſiding in the Circars ſhall be 
abſolutely under our command, obliged to ſerve us wherever he may 
be wanted, and not left at liberty to take part with our enemies in caſe 
troubles ſhould ariſe in the country. | 


30. After having fully inveſtigated the provincial accounts of the 
Circars, if any of the Zemindars ſhall prefer receiving their income 
from the Company, and relinquiſh their hereditary claims, we have no 


_ objection to allowing them ſuch ſtipends as ſhall be found reaſonable 


in lieu of the benefits ariſing from their Zemindaries. And as it is our 
intention, on the expiration of the preſent leaſes, that the Committee 
of Circuit ſhall proceed to let the lands for a term of years, in the ſame 
manner as hath been practiſed at Bengal, it is our order, that the Ze- 
mindars have their option of retiring upon ſtipends, or of continuing to 
rent the lands at a proper valuation ; but it is our poſitive coaimand, 
that the proportion of the produce to be received by farmers of every 
denomination be aſcertained and exactly defined; and that it be an ex- 
preſs condition in every leaſe, that all farmers who ſhall exact more than 
their due proportion from the under-tenants ſhall forfeit their farms; 
and you are to take eſpecial care, that che means of redreſs, in caſe of 
impoſition or oppreſſion, be rendered as eaſy as poſſible. 


31. Theſe 


- 


31. Theſe are the outlines of the plan which we wiſh to ſee adopt - 


ed for the Circars. In regard to the Jaghire lands, many conſiderations 
induce us to keep them in our immediate poſſeſſion; and unleſs the 
Nabob ſhall agree to ſuch arrangements as we deem neceſſary for our 
mutual advantage, we ſhall no longer conſent to his renting the ſaid 
Jaghire lands, as it almoſt enables him to ſhut us up within the walls 
of Madras, and even to prevent us from obtaining a proper ſupply of 
proviſions for our ſettlement; we therefore direct, that you conclude no 
agreement with the Nabob for the ſaid lands for more than one year; 
and that it be an expreſs condition in ſuch agreement, that our Com- 


mittee of Circuit ſhall be at full liberty to explore the country, and to 
aſcertain the real produce and revenues thereof, in the manner deſcribed 


in our preſent inſtructions reſpecting the Northern Circars, 


32. If any of our ſervants, civil or military, ſhall oppoſe the exe- 
cution of theſe our orders and inſtructions, or refuſe to aſſiſt in carry- 
ing them into full effect, we hereby declare, that upon proper repre- 
ſentation of the caſe to us, every ſuch perſon ſhall be abſolutely diſmiſ- 
ſed from the ſervice of the Company. 


33. Andin order to add the greateſt weight in our power to your 
proceedings, and to enſure ſo far as may be ſucceſs to your meaſures, 
we have directed our Governor-General and Council of Bengal to co- 
operate with you, if you ſhall find it neceſſary, and to yield you all pro- 
per aſſiſtance in bringing the important affairs hereby committed to 
your management to a ſpeedy and happy concluſion. 


34. Although we have not expreſsly commiſſioned or appointed 
any perſon to ſucceed, as Preſident of our Council and Governor of 
Fort St, George, in caſe of the death or abſence of Lord Pigot, it is 
nevertheleſs our pleaſure, if his Lordſhip ſhall be prevented, by death 
or otherwiſe, from taking upon himſelf that office, and thereby from 
executing our preſent orders and inſtructions relative to Tanjore, that 
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in ſuch caſe the eldeſt Counſellor for the time being do take upon him- 
ſelf the adminiſtration of our affairs, as Preſident of our Council, till 
our pleaſure ſhall be known; and that you fail not, under the above 


circumſtances, to concur with ſuch Preſident in carrying our ſaid orders 
and inſtructions immediately into execution. 


35. It is our pleaſure, that our Committee of Circuit for the Jaghire 
lands and northern Circars ſnall conſiſt of 


George Dawſon, 
Claud Ruſſell, 
Alexander Dalrymple, 
Samuel Johnſon, and 


George Mackay, Eſquires; 


and we doubt not but the capacity, diligence, and fidelity of the above 
Gentlemen will anſwer our expectations, and fully juſtify the choice we 


have made, in appointing them to carry into execution our orders and 
inſtructions on this important ſubject. 


We are, 
London, 

12th April, 1775. Your loving friends, 
H. Fletcher Edd Wheler 
Daniel Wier John Harriſon 
Rd Hall Ino. Woodhouſe 
Samuel Peach Joſeph Sparkes 
W. G. Freeman Fredł Pigou 
Pet. Laſcelles Wm. james 

Cha: Boddam . Hen? Savage 

Ja* Moffatt T. B. Rous 


John Smith. 
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To his Highneſs the Nabob Wau Lau Faw, Ummeer-ul Hind; Omdabta 


ul-Mulck, Serauje ul Dowla, Anwer ul dee Cawn, Behauder, Munſoor 


Jung, Sepah Surdar, Subahdar of Arcot and the Carnatic. 


AS from the friendſhip which has fo long ſubſiſted between your 
Highneſs and the Eaſt-India Company, we cannot but conſider your 
intereſts as our own; it. is with the utmoſt concern we find your 
Highneſs of opinion, that thoſe who ſhould be the guardians of our 
united intereſts are capable of preferring private emolument to the 
proſperity of n country, and the happineſs of your people. 


The ſentiments of your Highneſs reſpecting the qualifications of 
Governors and Commanders of our armies coincide entirely with 
our own. We. are convinced they ſhould: be men of capacity and 

integrity; and your Highneſs will permit us to aſſure you, that 
as ſuch only can merit, ſuch only will receive our favour and ſup- 
port. 


You are pleaſed to ſuggeſt, that in caſe of our Jaghire lands being 
let to renters, thoſe renters would be obliged to make large preſents 
to our ſeryants. An intimation- of this nature from your Highneſs 


eannot but greatly alarm us, as it tends to impeach the integrity of 


our ſervants, who cannot receive preſents of any kind without a vio- 
lation of our orders, and a breach of the truſt repoſed in them by the 


Company. 


What your Highneſs has been pleaſed to ſignify to us reſpecting 
our northern Circars is a confirmation of your regard to our intereſts; 
but here we hope it is needleſs for us to obſerve, that if our ſer- 
vants have been able to acquire princely fortunes in thoſe diſtricts, as 
feems ſuggeſted by your Highneſs, it is utterly unknown to us; how- 
ever we have now fully conſidered the affairs of our Circars, and ſhall 

not 
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not fail to regulate them in ſuch a manner, as ſhall in future prevent 
abuſes, ſecure tranquillity to the natives, and all thoſe advantages to 


the Company which we have a right to we from ſo valuable a 
part of our polſeions. 


What reply can we give to the requiſition of your Highneſs for 
men to be ſent who ſhall a& conformably to our mutual intereſts? It 
has been a conſtant inſtruction from us to our ſervants to proceed on 
equitable and honourable principles; and if their behaviour has not 
been conformable thereto, your Highneſs will do us the juſtice to be- 
lieve their meaſures could not be authorized by your warmeſt friends 


the Engliſh Eaſt-India Company. 


The laſt letter we had the honour to receive from your Highneſs . 
continues to arraign the conduct of our ſervants; and we heſitate not . 
to own, that in many inſtances we have reaſon to believe it has been 
- repugnant to their duty; we have therefore determined to remove 
Mr. Wynch from being our Governor of Fort St. George, and to ap- 
point the Right Honourable Lord Pigot to that office and ſtation. . 
Of his Lordſhip's good conduct your Highneſs formerly gave us the 
moſt ample and honourable teſtimony ; and from his known affection 
to your perſon and family, his approved fidelity to the Company, and 
his acknowledged abilities, we confidently expect the moſt faithful 
and eminent ſervices, and truſt they will be attended with the moſt - 
happy conſequences. 


In the late troubles reſpecting Tanjore, we find your Highneſs's 
declaration to the Rajah's Vackeel breathes a ſpirit of moderation, 
which manifeſts the benevolence of your mind. What then muſt our 
| forrow be, when we obſerve that our ſervants refuſed to liſten to the ſup- 
plications of the Rajah, when he was ſolicitous to be reſtored to your 
Highneſs's favour through their mediation? Indeed we confeſs our- 
{elves at a loſs to conceive what motives could induce them to decline 
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dhe office of mediator between your Highneſs and the Rajah, at a time 
when their friendly interpoſition might have prevented the horrors of 
war, and more eſpecially as they were compelled by ſolemn ſtipulation 
to guaranty the treaty of 1762. 


As Lord Pigot is perfectly acquainted with our ſentiments reſpect- 
ing the proceedings of our ſervants, and inſtructed by us to reſtore 
good government, and introduce a regular ſyſtem for the management 


of our affairs in general, we ſhall not at this time trouble your High- 


neſs with further remarks thereon. We are convinced that all poſſi- 
ble attention will be given by his Lordſhip and Council to the intereſt 
of your Highneſs and the Company, and conſequently to the welfare 
of the Carnatic; and we reſt ſatisfied that your Highneſs will cordi- 
ally unite with our ſervants, and readily concur in every meaſure 
which ſhall be adopted towards the completion of theſe 9 and ho- 
nourable purpoſes. 


We cannot conclude this addreſs to your Highneſs, without renew- 
ing our ſolicitations in behalf of your private European creditors. 
Their diſtreſs, we are informed, is very great, and it is ſaid to be ow- 
ing to their property being in your hands. We mention this circum- 
ſtance as the moſt powerful argument to induce you to make ſpeedy 
proviſion for the payment of what ſhall be found juſtly due to them. 
We entertain no doubts of your honour in this reſpe&; but as the 
neceſſities of many individuals may not be fully known to your High- 
neſs, we embrace the preſent opportunity of acquainting you there- 
with, and of requeſting that they may become the objects of your 
immediate attention; and as we are now pleading the cauſe of Britiſh 
ſubjects ſuffering inconvenience on your account, we apply to your 
Juſtice in their favour, and flatter ourſelves we cannot be unſucceſsful 
in ſuch an application. | 


It is our earneſt wiſh, that the friendſhip ſubliſting between your 
Highneſs and the Engliſh Eaſt- India Company may be daily ſtrength- 
ened; 
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ened; that the honours of your illuſtrious Houſe may be increaſed ; 


and that your Highneſs may long enjoy the happineſs of ſeeing your 
country flouriſh in peace and plenty, and your ſubjects happy in the 
protection they receive from your auſpicious government. 


In teſtimony of the ſincerity of our attachment to your perſon and 
family, we have hereunto ſet our great ſeal, in the city of London, 
this 12th day of April, in the year of our Lord 1775. (L. S.) 


Fort St. George, 11th December, 1775» 
At a Conſultation;. 


P R E S E N T,. 


The: "Aga Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 
Gen. Sir Robert Fletcher 
Henry Brooke 
A. Dalrymple 
Archdale Palmer 

| George Mackay. 


George Stratton 
George Dawſon 
Claud Ruſſell 

J. M. Stone 
Francis Jourdan 


THE Right Honourable Lord Pigot having received charge of 
this government, now takes the oaths of allegiance and office, and af- 


terwards adminiſters them to Mr. Ruſſell and Mr. Dalrymple, who. 


then take their ſeats at the Board. 


The general and. ſeparate letters from the Honourable Court of 
Directors, dated the 12th April laſt, and received nl the Grenville, 


are now. read. 
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The orders from the Company in their ſeparate letter reſpecting 
Tanjore being of a very particular nature, the Board are of opinion, 
that great caution and delicacy will be required in communicating 
them to the Nabob; for although they do not apprehend that he will 


be ſo imprudent as to oppoſe the execution of them, yet if he can be 


made thoroughly ſenſible of the neceſſity of an abſolute compliance 
on his part, it is probable he may then be induced to requeſt himſelf 
that the orders of the Company may be put in force. This is the ul- 
timate point to which the Board are deſirous of bringing him, as the 
Company's intentions will by this means be happily fulfilled, with- 
out hurting the Nabob's dignity or importance in the eyes of the 
country powers. | | 


The Preſident, Lord Pigot, is requeſted to communicate to the 
Nabob the purport of the Company's orders, and to endeavour te 
engage his compliance in the manner above-mentioned. 

Pigot 
Geo. Stratton 
Rob. Fletcher 
Geo. Dawſon 
Henry Brooke 
| Claud Ruſſell 
IT take this occaſion to remark, that my name 

to the proceedings of Council only teſti- 5 

fies that ſuch were the reſolutions of the þ A. Dalrymple 

majority of the Board, and does not imply | 

my particular aſſent to every matter. 

| J. M. Stone 
Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan 


Geo. Mackay. 
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His Highneſs the Nabob Waulanjau, Sc. io the Honourable the Chairman 
and Directors, Sc. 


I HAVE received by the hands of Lord Pigot your friendly 
letter, and underſtand the contents. The ſudden departure of the 
ſhip that carries this will not admit of my writing to you as fully as 
I could*wiſh, and as I intend doing at another opportunity; however 
give me leave to aſſure you of this, that my remembrance of your 
paſt favour and friendſhip will never be effaced, and that the friend- 
ſhip I. have always borne you will never be diminiſhed. I am there- 
fore convinced, that you will always preſerve a regard to my honour 
and to that of my family, -and that my rights and poſſeſſions will be 
always ſecured by your aſſiſtance and ſupport. 


I pray to God Almighty to give you long life, and n bleſſing 
that this world can afford. 


| What can I ſay more? 
Given at Chipaute, 


December 14th, 1775. 


Extract of a Letter from the Preſident and Council of Fort St. George to the 
Court of Direflors, dated the 14th December, 177 5. 


SO early after the receipt of your commands of the 12th of April 
by the Grenville your honours cannot expect to hear much from us; 
we have however the ſatisfaction to tell you, that the Nabob with 
his whole family are at preſent here, and we learn from your Preſident, 
that he has given him the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that he will be guided 
h by his advice upon all occaſions; we truſt therefore your wiſhes will 

be completed in a ſhort time, the Nabob ſeeing that his whole 
truſt and confidence muſt be placed in you, and you only. The 
King of Tanjore is with his family in Tanjore, there is no fear for 
his ſafety, and a little time will, we hope, point out to the Nabob, 
that your orders may be complied with at his own requeſt, without 


hurting what he calls his dignity and honour, 
2 = Fort 


Saturday, 
:oth Dec. 


The Prefi- 
dent reports 
the Nabob's 
defire to have 
the orders of 
the Company 
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ing. 
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Nabob in 
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from the 
Company's 
ſeparate let- 
ter. 


16 
Fort St, George, 3oth December, 177 f. 


At. a Conſultation, 


PRESENT. | 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher 

George Dawſon: Henry. Brooke 

Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple- 

John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay.. 


The Minutes of laſt Conſultation read.. 


THE Right Honourable the Preſident acquaints the Board, that: 
the two ſons of the Nabob, Umdit Ul Omrah and Ameer Ul Omrah, . 
waited on him this morning, and informed him it- was the wiſh of 
their father that he, the Preſident, would communicate to the Nabob 
in writing the purport of the orders he had received from the Com- 
pany relative to Tanjore. The Preſident thinks this cannot be done 


in a more ſatisſactory manner than by ſending to him an extract of 


thoſe orders; which orders being again read, the Board concur in opi- 


nion with the Preſident, and he is accordingly requeſted to tranſmit. 


them to the Nabob, together with a letter which is now. wrote in 
conſequence. | 
Pigot: 
Geo. Stratton 
Rob. Fletcher. 
Seco. Dawſon. 
Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruſſell 
A. Dalrymple 
J. M. Stone 
Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan 
Geo. Mackay. 


( 37 
To the Nabob. 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 


UNDERSTANDING from your Sons Umdit-ul-Omrah * Um- 
meer-ul-Omrah, whom ] had the honour to ſee this morning, that it was 
your wiſh I ſhould communicate to you in writing the purport of the 
orders I have received from the Company reſpecting Tanjore, I think 
J cannot comply with your requeſt in a more ſatisfactory manner than 
by giving you an extract of thoſe orders. 


| IT have the honour to be, 
Fort St, George, , 1 5 | | 
goth Dec. 1775. Your Highnefs's moſt obliged and obedient, 


R. FLETCHER,* 
Extract of Fort St. George Military Conſultations, 22d January, 1776. 


P. RES EN T. 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton Robert Fletcher 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple 
John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay. 


THE Right Honourable the Preſident acquaints the Board, that 
after the many converſations with the Nabob, which he has from time 
to time communicated, and after having repeatedly aſſured his High- 
neſs, that * It was impoſſible to actept of his offer, that the Company's 


* This Letter appears in the Country Correſpondence figned R. Fletcher, but it is 


Tuppoſed the ſignature muſt have been a miſtake in the Tranſcriber, and that the Lowes 
*Hhould have been ſigned Pigot. 


K ce troops 


Td 
* troops ſhould garriſon Tanjore, under any conditions which might be con- 


« ſtrued to imply a promiſe on our part that the country ſhould remain under 


te the Nabob's management, although his Highneſs might rely on the 
cc utmoſt attention being paid to his intereſt, ſo far as was conſiſtent 
« with the orders of our Honourable Maſters ;” he, the Preſident, 
had this morning received a letter, which he was taught to believe 
contained the Nabob's aſſent to conform to the pleaſure of the Court 
of Directors; but this letter being very long, and as, from the curſory 
explanation of Mr. Chambers. the tranſlator, the Preſident apprehends 
the letter contained ſtipulations inconſiſtent with the Company's or- 
ders, he wiſhed therefore: to have another opportunity of converſing 
with the Nabob, when he was thoroughly acquainted with the fub- 


ſtance of this letter, and would for that purpoſe fee him as ſoon. as. 


the letter was tranſlated. But in the mean time, that no delay may 
be occaſioned, it is reſolved, that Lieutenant-Colonel James, com- 
manding at Trichinopoly, be directed to order Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harper, with the European battalion, the company of artillery, and 
one battalion of Seapoys, to hold themſelves in readineſs to take the 
field. Orders to be iſſued to the Paymaſter at Trichinopoly to pro- 


vide all things neceſſary, but to be informed, that the troops are not 


to be put on batta until they are actually under orders to march. 


Extract of Fort Si. George Military Couſullatious, 23d Fanuary, 1776. 
To Lieutenant-Colonel Edward James, commanding at Trichinopoly. 


SIR, 
Y OU will, on the receipt hereof, direct Lieutenant-Colonel Har- 


per, with the European battalion, the company of artillery, and one 


battalion of Seapoys, to hold - themſelves in readineſs to take the 


feld. b 


The 
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The Paymaſter is now directed to provide all things neceſſary, 
but the troops are not to be put on batta until they are actually under 
orders.to march.. 


We are, Sir, 


Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient ſervants, 


d January, 1776. 8 
5 * PIGOT, &c. Council. 


To Mr. William Wynch, Paymaſter at Trichinopolys . 


S IR, 


AN order being this day ſent to Lieutenant-Colonel James, direct- 
ing Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, with the. European battalion, the 
company of artillery, and one battalion of Seapoys, to hold themſelves . 
in readineſs to take the field; you are hereby directed to provide all 
things neceſſary, but the troops are not to be put on batta until they 
are actually under orders to march. | 


Fort St. George, Vour moſt obedient ſervant, 
23d January, 1776. | 
EE R. J. SULIVAN.. 


8 Ftom-the Nabob. Received 2 3d January, 1776. 


Vour letter, with the extract oß the Company's orders which they. 

have given you on the ſubject of Tanjore, 1 have received, and am 

convinced that the Gentlemen of the Company, at the time of giving 
fuch orders, were totally unacquainted with the circumſtances of af- | : 
fairs here, the juſt reaſons for the taking of Tanjore, and my rights; | 
and. 


* 
* 
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and that they have heard groundleſs and contradictory reports, or they 


would never have given their ſervants ſuch an order as this. I have 


apprehended that people in Europe have repreſented the taking of 
Tanjore as an injuſtice of mine, as though my ſon and I had com- 
mitted an act of oppreſſion upon Tuljaujee, &c. but as you are a well- 
wiſher to the Company, and an old friend of mine, I deſire of you as a 
particular favour, that you will oblige me by examining thoroughly the 
groundleſs reports you have heard in Europe; and as the gentlemen of 
the Company have not received proper and clear accounts of this matter, 
it is therefore neceſſary that I write ſomewhat of the circumſtances 
that relate to it for their information. 


The miſconduct of Tuljaujee, the connexions J found he was forming 
with the French, the Dutch, the Danes, Hyder Aly Cawn, and 
others; his ſelling and mortgaging certain dependencies of Tanjore to 
. other European nations ; his ſoliciting from.them ſuccours of troops 
-and military ſtores; his employing great ſums of money, and a Vac- 
keel, to call in a Maratta force to diſturb and lay waſte the Carnatic; 
his ſtirring up other neighbouring powers to a war; his ſupplying Hy- 
der Aly Cawn with money, grain, &c. when he entered with a de- 
ſign of ruining the Carnatic; his invading the countries of Marawar 
and Nalcottah, both tributary to me, notwithſtanding mine and the Go- 
vernor and Council's remonſtrances; his taking from them money, jewels, 
elephants, horſes, cannon, &c. and his with-holding the tribute from 
.me, which the Company themſelves took notice of in their orders 
from Europe : All theſe points, out of the regard to the tranquillity of 
the Carnatic, I found it neceſſary to * at large to former Go- 
vernors. 


Ever ſince my firſt connexion with the Company my affairs have 
been carried on by the mediation of the Governor and Council, and 
ſtill continue in the ſame channel; nor have I ever conſidered the 
Company and the Governor and Council as diſtinct from each other. 
Accordingly that ſame Mr. Dunes, who, in the year 1762, went to 

concludg 
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conclude a peace with and ſettle the buſineſs of Tanjore ; who went 
afterwards. to Europe and became a Director, and who was after- 
wards appointed to the government of Madras; who was well ac- 
quainted with the inclinations and ſentiments of the Gentlemen of the 
Company, and of whom indeed they themſelves wrote me, in their's 
of the 17th of March, 1769, that they had a full dependence upon his 
judgment, and whoſe meaſures they approved after he went to Eu- 
rope; he, in the. year 1771, having conceived that the conduct of 
Tuljaujee was contrary to the peace of 1762, injurious to the intereſts 
and honour of the Company and me, and prejudicial to the peace and 
tranquillity of the Carnatic and the Company's Jaghire, as well as to 
their trade, did, with the advice of the preſent Governor-General, Mr. 
Haſtings, who was then ſecond in Council at Madras, and all the reſt 
of the Board, together with that of his Majeſty's Miniſter Plenipotenti- 
ary, order the Company's forces away with mine, in order to take the fort 
and country of Tanjore, and deliver it to me; he alſo wrote me of an 

order the Company had given to aſſiſt me, in a letter dated 25th of 
September, 1771; and of all theſe papers the Company have had co- 
pies. As, however, Tuljaujee returned for that time to his former 
obedience to me, and agreed to pay his peſhcuſh, and refrain from ſuch 
conduct as he had before been guilty of, to which purport he gave me 
an engagement under his ſeal, I thought it proper to recal the forces, 
- notwithſtanding that I might then have taken his fort, and that this was 
the deſire of the Governor and Council. But Tuljaujee, fo far from 
adhering any time to his obedience or engagements, began again to 
diſcover his former mode of proceeding; to wit: As ſoon as ever my 
forces, and thoſe of the Company, were withdrawn to Trichinopoly, 
(the peace having been concluded on the of 15 3 
he, by a large ſum of money, called in to his aſſiſtance a body of 20,000 
horſe from the army of Trimbec Row, who was then with 40,000 in 
the country of Hyder Aly Cawn; and accordingly Trimbec Row 
with that force croſſed the paſſes, and plundered my diſtricts as far as 
Calaſpawk : him, however, by means of a conſiderable ſum, I pre- 
vailed upon to leave my country. The Rajah alſo requeſted ſuc- 
L | cour 
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cour of the Dutch, who promiſed to aſſiſt him, as the Governor-Gene- 
ral's letter of Batavia to me, 26th of July, 1771, on that ſubject, 
teſtifies; ſo that I repreſented his bad conduct to Governor Wynch in 
mine of 18th of June, 1773. Accordingly he, General Smith, 
and the reſt of the Council, conſidered the taking of the place as a mea- 
ſure of the utmoſt importance, and abſolutely neceſſary, and of courſe 
ſent the Company's troops with mine a ſecond time. By the favour of 
Heaven the fort and country fell into my hands, and Tuljaujee conti- 
nues to live in his own houſe, as he always did, and has the utmoſt at- 
tention and reſpect paid to him; his family too are all in the ſame 
places they formerly inhabited, nor has there the ſmalleſt variation 
taken place in the manner of living of either him or his family. 


There was alſo another motive for the ſeizure of that place; I mean 
the prevention of all internal diſturbances in the Carnatic, agreeable ta 
the deſire of the Gentlemen of the Company, expreſſed in their's of 
the 4th of Mareh, 1767, which by this meaſure has been effected; 
otherwiſe what troubles and diſaſters might there not have ariſen by 
this time? for the Tanjore country is ſo ſituated in the midſt of this, 
that no injury can reach it until the greateſt ravages ſhall have been 
committed in. the Carnatic. 


It is now five years ſince Governor Duprẽ gave orders for the taking 
of Tanjore, and ſent the Company's troops on that ſervice; and it is the 
third year ſince it actually fell: this the Gentlemen of the Company 
have been acquainted with, and have been ſilent. Now conſidering 
the immenſe expenſes I have in this time incurred, by redeeming the 
diſtricts Tuljaujee had ſold for an immenſe ſum to other European 
nations, at the price they required; in diſcharging his other debts, and 
paying large arrears to his troops; in defraying the expenſes of my own 
and Company's forces, and in giving a conſiderable ſum to the Ma- 
ratta to prevent his invading the country ; alſo the great debts I have 
contracted from the Engliſh gentlemen, who have aſſiſted me with mo- 
ney for the expedition, and the immenſe ſums I haye taken up of the 

| country 
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country people to put the country in a flouriſhing condition, to repair 
the watercourſes and banks, and for the rebuilding the fortifications 
of Tanjore, under the inſpection of Major Stephens, the Company's En- 
gineer. I have diſtributed to a conſiderable amount amongſt the huſ- 
bandmen, to enable them to buy oxen for the plough, and paddy-ſeed 
to ſow, and have taken up paddy-ſeed in my own name of the inhabi- 
tants, and diſtributed it gratis, fo that the cultivation exceeds much what 
it was in Tuljaujee's time. Conſidering too, that merely on the ſtrength 
of the revenues of Tanjore, I have taken upon me the expenſe of the 
three battalions of Seapoys, and paid their arrears, amounting to two 
Lacks and ſixty odd thouſand Pagodas, which I was formerly unable to 
do; that, as a reward for the ſervices of the troops, I iſſued ſo 
bountiful a largeſs, and have had ſo many other expenſes to defray 
in both expeditions for military ſtores, and for the ſupport of the 
Zemindars and Cooleries who accompanied the army with ſuch nu- 
merous bodies of men, all which would make too long a catalogue to 
give a detail of here: I ſay, after all this, I am aſtoniſhed and amazed 
that at the end of five years the Gentlemen of the Company ſhould 
give my friend ſuch an order as this. 


The concern I am under ſince the peruſal of theſe orders is ſuch 
as I am unable to expreſs in writing; for in caſe they are put in exe- 
cution as they direct, it is not my right alone that will ſuffer injury, 
but my honour, as well as that of my family, and my affairs in general, 
will be hurt; and moreover the honour, juſtice, and intereſts of the 
Company, as well as the tranquillity of the Carnatic, will be injured 
by it. 


The King of Great-Britain wrote me congratulation on the ſucceſs 
of my troops and thoſe of the Company; and his Majeſty's Miniſter 
Plenipotentiary read that letter in my full Durbar before all preſent _ 
and the Vakeels of the neighbouring powers; and the King of Delhy, 
together with all the Indian and European Chiefs, with a view to- my 
right, wrate me congratulations. 

| Can 
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Can I imagine that the Gentlemen of the Company, after approving 
of, ſhould again diſapprove of the meaſure; and what will people ſay of 
this event? — The money that people have lent me, in dependence on 
my honour, for this very buſineſs, and which I was under the neceſſity 
of borrowing to carry it on, the payment of that lies upon me, and my 
reimburſement is from the country of Tanjore. The Gentlemen of the 
en have been alſo preſſing with me about my creditors. 


You and your Council, who are well acquainted with the whole ſtate 
of the affair, will I hope ſeriouſly conſider what I have ſaid. The 
Company in their orders to you ſay, that they were Guarantees for the 
Rajah in the treaty of 1762. This guarantee could only extend to 
Rajah Pertaub Sing ; and he even forfeited his right to it by the hoſtile 
deſigns he ſince ſhewed, which can be proved by his letters. I have 
formerly often communicated them to you, and aide: to Mr. 
* in. a letter dated go en 1764. | 


By the cuſtoms of the country Rajah Tuhmujce cannot be conſidered 
as included in the treaty of 1762, You will pleaſe to conſider his evil 
and refractory conduct, and his mortgaging and ſelling diſtricts to Eu- 
ropeans, contrary to your intereſts and mine, and then judge whether 
taking his capital from him was acting contrary to juſtice or not, granting 
that the guarantee extended to him as it did to his father. You will 
pleaſe to conſider, whether he forfeited his right to the protection of 
the treaty or not, when he broke through it himſelf, 


The Company, in their letter, dated 17 March, 1769, to Governor 
Dupre and his Council, ſay, We think it highly unjuſt, that the 
* Rajah of Tanjore ſhould poſſeſs a country ſo flouriſhing as his is, 
and capable of bearing ſome part of the expenſes of our troops, 
* without paying any thing towards its defence and that of the Car- 
* natic. We obſerve that the Nabob has mentioned this to you in 
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« one of his letters entered in the country correſpondence ; and he ſays 
jn the ſame letter, that the Zemindars of the Carnatic and its de- 
<6 pendencies are protected by the troops kept by him, It is well 
« known that three of the laſt Soubahs of the Carnatic received from 
« the Rajah of Tanjore ſeventy or eighty Lacks, and even a Crore of 
Rupees; that the Rajah ſometimes paid fifty lacks to former Nabobs z 
« and at the time the preſent Nizam was defeated by our army, he 
d would not have been ſatisfied under a Crore of Rupees from the 
« Rajah had he gone into his country. We therefore think it highly 
<« proper that he ſhould be made to defray part of the expenſes in- 
« curred in defence of his country; and we order you to give ſuch 
<« neceſſary aſſiſtance to the Nabob as he may call for againft the 
% Rajah of Tanjore ; and if the Ryah then refuſes to pay his ſhare of 
« the expenſes, you may then follow any juſt means to obtain it from 
„ him,” | : 


My dear Sir! I have been long the Company's friend; you and I 
have been intimate for many years, and: I entertain the greateſt hopes 
of welfare to my affairs from your diſpoſition towards me. Although my 
treaty with the Governor and Courcil does not admit a Company's gar- 
riſon being placed in Tanjore, yet ſince the Company, who are my beſt 
triends, have it ſo much at heart to fix a garriſon there, J ſhall chear- 
fully comply with their requeſt on the ſame footing as they hold Tri- 
chinopoly, that J am to pay the troops garriſoned there, and afford 
them every aſſiſtance in my power; I ſhall- alſo increaſe the allowance 
of the Rajah and his family. | 


I have put my life and honour, and thoſe of my children and rela- 
tions, under the protection of the Company, and put my whole truſt 
upon them, have fixed my reſidence at Madras; what great matter is 
it then ior me to deliver up to them a fort of brick and ſtone ? But to 
give back che fort and country to Tuhaujee, which can bring nothing 
but diſgrace upon me; what. anſwer can I poſſibly give cn the ſubject? 
The Company and I have received mutual advantages from each other ; 
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by their aſſiſtance I have acquired the power which was my right, and 
I ſhall not pur faith enough in idle reports to believe they ever mean 
to diſpoſſeſs me of that right. 1 underſtand from you, that if I refuſe 
acknowledging the Company's orders which you brought relative to 
Tanjore, it will cauſe dewiment to my affairs, and the Company will be 
diſpleaſed with me, Whenever the Company chooſe to place a gar- 
riſon in the Fort of Tanjore, it is in their power; but I have only to 
beg, from their friendly diſpoſition towards me, that they will conſider 
my right, and act as juſtice ſhall direct them. In what manner then can. 
they be diſpleaſed with me? | | 


My dear friend !—l have been long a friend of the Company's; my 
father's life was ſacrificed for them, and my riches. have been expended 
in their ſervice z I now beg, from their friendſhip, that ey will have 
pity upon an old man's grey hairs, 


As the Company have truſted to your wiſdom and experience the 
affair of Tanjore, yon have the power to explain to them the bad con- 
duct and evil intentions of Tuljaujee, and the right T had to take his 
country; that I have conſented to have a Company's garrifon placed 
there, as at Trichinopoly and other places; and that I ſhall allow the 
Rajah and his. family a ſuitable allowance; and I ſhall give him to un- 
derſtand before your garriſon is ſent there, that he muſt depend upon 
my favour for his releaſement or otherwile if not in my power. 


I owe Hhrge arrears to my army, and drafts have been iſſued on the 
Tanjore revenues for diſcharging large debts contracted on that ſervice : 
I hope, from your friendly diſpoſition to me, that you will ſend orders 
to your officers not co interfere in any manner, or interrupt my affairs 
in the Tanjore country, till an anſwer is received from England on the 
ſubject. By ſending ſuch orders you will lay an obligation upon me, 
and I will admit an Engliſh garriſon in Tanjore. | 


Yar more ? 


From 


Ct 47 ) 


From the Nabob. 


I HAVE received your letter, dated the 25th January. I anſwered 
pyour's on the ſubject of Tanjore on the 29th Zycadee. As I put my 
whole truſt in you and the Company, I hope that you and them will. 
pay a proper conſideration to my rights. 


What more? 


Extract of Fort St. George Military Conſultations, 2 5th January, 1776. 


P R E EN . 


The Right Honourable Eord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 2 
13 5th Janua- 
George Stratton Nobert Fletcher ry, 1776... 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple... 
John Maxwell Stone- Atchdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan. George Mackay. . 


THE Right. Honourable the Preſident acquaints the Board, that 
he has recetved aſſurances from the Nabob, that he will give imme- 
diate orders for, the removal of. all his troops from Tanjore, except 
1000 Seapoys, who will remain in that fort until the ſame be garriſoned 
by the Company's troops, agreeably to the letter which he has this 
BI received from him, the tranſlation. of which is as followeth: : 


From the Nabob. 


I HAVE read the Company's orders ſent along with you, and 1 
have anſwered them in my letter of January, 1776. I am ſatisfied 
10 admit the Company's oo in into. amore, and you may order 

them. ; 


(43) 
them to march into it the 1 ah day, reckoning from this date, and I 
will order my troops to leave that place. 


What can I ſay more? 
Dated 25th Jan. 1776. | 


THE. Board being thoroughly ſatisfied with the above letter from 
-the Nabob, deſire that the Preſident wilt addreſs the following letter 
to his Highneſs : 


Jo the Nabob. 


J AM to thank your Highneſs for the mark you have, by your 
letter of this day, given of your ſteady friendſhip for my employers, 
the Eaſt-India Company, by complying with the orders I have re- 
ceived from them to put a garriſon into Tanjore ; and although it 
was impoſſible for me to receive that place on any conditions, yet 
you may be aſſured of every mark of my attention to your. intereſt, ſo 
far as ſhall be conſiſtent with the Company's orders. I have the 
honour to be, 


Your. Highneſs's moſt obedient - 
*Fort St. George, .and moſt humble ſervant, 
.25th Jan, 1776. | | 
Extraft 
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Extract of Fort St. George Military Conſultations, Friday, 26th January, 1776. 


Fux. 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton Robert Fletcher 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple 
John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay 


The Minutes of laſt Conſultation read. 


THE Nabob having acquainted the Right Honourable the Preſident, 
that he ſhall forthwith remove from Tanjore all the troops he has 
in that fort, except one thouſand Seapoys, it is thought adviſeable to 
direct * the 5 orders be iſſued. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel James, commanding at 7 richinopoly. 


8 


THE Right Honourable the Preſident and Council are pleaſed 
to direct, that, immediately on receipt hereof, you will order 
Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, with the battalion of Europeans, the 
company of Artillery, and one battalion and a half of Seapoys, with 
four field- pieces and ſtores in proportion, to march to Vellum, and 
remain there until further orders; half a battalion veg only deitined 
to n ono a for the preſent. 


I am, Sir, 
Fort St. George; 


26th January, 1776. | Your moſt obedient ſervant; 


R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


N 20 
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To Lieutenant-Colonel Harper. 


SIR, 


I AM commanded by the Right Honourable the Preſident and 
Council to inform you, that you are to encamp near Vellum with 
the battalion of Europeans, company of Artillery, and a battalion 
of Seapoys, and that Captain Godfrey will receive orders - to join 
you with the battalion under his command. The other half battalion 
ordered to march under your command is to garriſon Vellum for the 


preſent. | 
I am, Sir, 


Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


26th January, 1776. 


To Mr. William Wynch, Paymaſter at Trichinopoly. 


SIR, 


YOU are to accompany the detachment ordered from Trichino- 


RICH» JOSEPH SULIVAN. 


poly, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, and to de- 
fray all the expenſes attending the ſame, as well as the expenſes of 
ſuch other troops as may hereafter be added to that command, until 


you ſhall receive orders to the contrary. 


Dated in Fort St. George, this 26th Day of January, 1776. 


Signed by order of the Preſident and Council, 


R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


To 
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C53 
To Captain Godfrey, commanding at Vellum. 


SIR, 


THE Right Honourable the Preſident and Council are pleaſed to 
direct, that when Lieutenant-Colonel Harper encamps near Vellum, 
you will march out with your battalion and put yourſelf under his 
command ; Lieutenant-Colonel Harper will order five companies of 
another battalion to garriſon Vellum. 


I am, Sir, 


Fort St, George, * Your moſt obedient Servant, 


26th January, 1776. 
n . R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


Extract of Fort St. George Military Conſultations, 5th February, 1776. 


27th. Came in letter from Col. James, commanding at Trichinopoly. 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Pigot, Preſident and Governor, Sc. 
Council of Fort St. George. 


Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


LAST night I was honoured with your commands of the 23d 
Inſtant, and have iſſued orders accordingly for the European bat- 
talion, with the company of Artillery, and the ſecond battalion of 
Seapoys, to hold themſelves in readineſs to take the field. 


The Honourable Board may depend on my vigilance in having 
every thing in readineſs for the intended ſervice with as much ex- 
pedition as poſſible, and I hope they will approve of my ordering 
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the Paymaſter's people to furniſh a month's proviſions for four 
hundred men. I remain with due reſpect, 


. 
a 


Chee tit 7 
1 W 
L ˙ W I, LOOT ng 


Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

| Jour very obedient and moſt faithful Servant, 
Trichinopoly, | | 
27th January, 1776. | . EDWARD JAMES. 
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2d. THE following letter was this day diſpatched to Lieut. Colonel 2 
Harper, together with one encloſed from the Preſident to the Rajal 4 
of Tanjore.. | 4 
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To Lieutenant- Colonel Humphry Hurper. 


S I R, 


| HAVING received aſſurances from the Nabob, that he has givem 
| orders for all his troops to evacuate the fort of Tanjore, except the 

number of one thouſand men, you are on the gth of this month to 

_— march with the detachment under your command, and having pre- 
viouſly ſent the accompanying order to the officer commanding the 
troops in the fort of Tanjore, to demand admiſſion. The Comman- 
der in Chief will give you the neceſſary inſtructions on this occaſion,, 
as to the manner in which you are to relieve the garriſon ; we ſhall. 
therefore only add, that you are to. confine yourſelf to theſe objects 
alone, the ſafety of the fort, and the protection of the Rajah and his 
family. Encloſed is a letter from the Right Honourable the Preſident 
to the Rajah, which you will deliver with your own hand; as foon as. 
is convenient, after you are in poſſeſſion of the fort. 
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We have conſented that the Nabob's Kelladar ſhall remain in the 
town until further orders, and you will therefore ſnew him . 
proper attention. 


* , ads ar" 
3 SEW» 3 
— 


& > 1 * 
4 2 3 
2 n e 2 
e 2 ate rae oe 
* —_ - 1 


Accompanying: 


18 
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Accompanying we ſend you a warrant empowering you to. cauſe 
general courts-martial to be held in Tanjore and its dependencies. 


| We are, Sir, 
Fort St. George, Your moſt humble Servants, 


2d February, 1776. 
105 , PIGOT, &c. Council. 


From Lord Pigot to the King of Tanjore. 


THE Engliſh Eaſt-India Company diſapproving of the late con- 
duct of their ſervants with reſpe& to Tanjore, have thought proper 
to dire& me to replace you upon the throne of. your anceſtors, upon 
certain terms and conditions to' be agreed upon, for the mutual bene- 
fit of yourſelf and the Engliſh Eaſt-India Company, without infring- 
ing the rights of Mahomed Ally Cawn, Nabob of the Carnatic. 


I have, in conſequence of theſe orders from my maſters, concerted 
meaſures with the Nabob ſo as to carry them properly into effect; 
and Colonel Harper, who will deliver you this, when he has relieved 
the Nabob's troops, will appoint for your oaths ſuch guards as 
may be thought neceſſary. - 


I requeſt you will allow me a few days after hearing that the 
Engliſh troops are in poſſeſſion of Tanjore, before I ſay more to you 
than to aſſure you, that 1 will ſtudy to do every thing that is for the 
mutual benefit of you and my employers ; and I hope you will permit 
the Nabob's officers to continue in the management of affairs until 
I have again the honour to write to you. 


Fort St. George, 
2d February, 1776. 


Extract of Fort St. Geo, ge Alilitary Conſultations, 5th February, 1776. 


READ the following letters from Colonel James, commanding at 
Trichinopoly, and Captain Godfrey, commanding at Vellum. 
| | 0 | To 


(54 ) 
To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, P, ident and Governor, Sc. Council 
_ of Fort St. George, 


Right 8 Sir and Sirs, 


I HAVE the honour to inform you, Colonel Harper, with the 
troops nominated by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council 
to proceed to Vellum, marched from this garriſon yeſterday, and is 
arrived at Tourgoody without any impediment. I have the honour to 
remain, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

98 Your very obedient and moſt faichful ſervant, 
Trichinopoly, 

February 1ſt, 1776. | ED WPD. JAMES, 


Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


I HEREWITH fend you a return of the troops in the garriſon of 
Vellum, under my command, for the month of January laſt. 


Colonel Harper will be here to-morrow with his detachment, 
when I ſhall join him with the x2th battalion of Seapoys, agreeable 
to the orders of the Board; and am, with the greateſt reſpect, 

55 Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Your moſt. obedient humble ſervant, 
Vellum,. 


xt February, 1776. ROBT- GODFREY, 


Extract of Fort St. George Military Conſultations, 12th February, 1776. 


11th. Came in letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Harper. 
To the Right Honourable the Preſident and. Council of Fort St. George. 


| Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I WAS this moment honoured with your letter dated the 2d inſtant, 
accompanied with the warrant for holding general courts-martial, 
and the Nabob's order to the * officer of Tanjore to deliver 
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over the charge of the ſaid garriſon to me; and I beg leave to aſſure 

you, that I ſhall pay particular attention to your orders and the inftruc- 

tions I have received from the Commander in chief. I ſhall take par- 

ticular care to deliver the Right Honourable the Preſident's letter to 

the Rajah the firſt opportunity, and ſhall pay due attention to the 

Nabob's Kelladar > Aaron to your directions. I am with reſpect, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Candi near Vellum, | Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
7th February, 1776. H. HARPER: 


Extract of Fort St. George Military Conſultations, 12th February, 1776. 
D MW E: $8 I, 


The * Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 
George Stratton Robert Fletcher 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple 
John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay 


READ the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Harper: 


To the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council of Fort St. George. 
Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


I BEG leave to inform you, that Mahomed Naſeph Khan, the Na- 


dob's Kelladar, and at preſent the commanding officer at Tanjore, wait- 
ed on me yeſterday evening, to whom I delivered the order which ac- 
companied your's of the ſecond inſtant. He acquainted me that all 
the troops marched out of the garriſon that morning, except one bat- 


talion of Seapoys and three companies of his own people, who always. 
attended him; I therefore ſhall march early in the morning to take: 


poſſeſſion of tbe fort. I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, , 
Camp near Vellum, Jour moſt obedient ſervant, 
8th. February, 1776. | H. HARPER: 


Monday, 
12th Febru- 


ary, 1776. 


Wedneſday, 
14th Februa- 


ry, 1776. 


| 6 56 ) 

The Right Honourable the Preſident recommends to the Board, 
that a preſent and public thanks be given to the Nabob for the 
late inſtance of his friendſhip and attachment to the Eaſt-India 
Company ; and obſerves, that the circumſtances in which the Rajah 
of Tanjore was differed very much from what was ſuppoſed in 
England, where it was imagined the Rajah was priſoner in Trichi- 
nopoly, garriſoned by the Company's forces, inſtead of being at 


Tanjore, where we had no troops, and the Nabob had a garriſon of 


more than $000 men. 


Unanimou ly reſolved accordingly ; and the warehouſe-keepers are 
therefore directed to ſee what the Company's warehoufes can furniſh 
proper for the occaſion. | 


Extract of Fort St. George Military Conſultations, 14th February, 1776. 


r. 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton Robert Fletcher 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 

Claud Ruſſel] Alexander Dalrymple 
John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 

F rancis Jourdan George Mackay 


REA the following letter, which was received laſt night from 
Lieutenant-Colonel — c | | 


To the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council of Fort St. George. 


Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


I HAVE the pleaſure to inform you, that I took poſſeſſion of the 
fort of Tanjore this morning, and have quartered the troops in the 
large and ſmall fort in the beſt manner I could; but after all I 


am obliged to pitch many tents for want of quarters to accommodate 
5 | the 
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the officers, and thought it more prudent to do fo than to take 
houſes from the inhabitants. There is remaining in the fort one 
battalion of the Nabob's Seapoys, with three companies of the Kella- 
dar's people, the latter of which have always attended him; in alt 
not many more than a thouſand. Mahomed Naſeph Cawn, who com- 
manded the place, delivered every thing up in the moſt polite 


manner. 


After ſettling the troops I waited on the Rajah, and delivered him 
the Right Honourable the Preſident's letter, which ſeemed to afford 


him great ſatisfaction. 
I am with hae 


Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Tanjore, 5 
hi February, 1776. : Your moſt obedient Servant, 


H, HARPER. 


Extra of Letter from the Governor and Council of Fort St. George 10 
the Court of Directors, dated 141th of February, 1776. 


HONOURABLE, 


1. Your Honours were adviſed, in a ſhort letter we wrote to you by the 
Saliſbury, that we were in hopes the Nabob would very ſoon after the 
departure of that ſhip put your troops in poſſeſſion of the fort of Tan- 
Jore, and in fo doing enable us to carry your orders by the Grenville 
into fuil execution. Theſe hopes were founded upon the ſtrong aſſu- 
rances your Preſident received from him of his invariable attachment to 
the Engliſh Nation, of the juſt ſenſe he had of the obligations he owed 
io them, and of the confidence he repoſed in their juſtice and honour, by 
committing himſelf, his children and family, to their care and diſpoſal; 
having for theſe ten years paſt lived under command of the cannon of 
the fort, and had no wiſh ever to remove. That if he had at any time 
been led to believe there was a diſtinction between the intereſt of the 

P Engliſh 
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' Engliſh Nation and the Englith Company, it was an error he might be 
excuſed for having fallen into. That he could ſay much upon this 


ſubject, but determined to be ſilent, and to let his conduct and actions 


ſatisfy your Preſident, that he was the ſame man and the fame friend 
to the Company he before had known him. That with reſpect to Tan- 
jore, he had no objection to the Company's troops taking immediate 
poſſeſſion of the fort, being confident the Company would make no in- 
fringement upon his rights, or leſſen him in the eyes of the other Indian 
powers: but your Preſident apprehending that the Nabob hereby 
meant he ſhould be left in poſſeſſion of the Tanjore country, ac- 


quaimted him that your orders were poſitive, and muſt be complied 


with: the Nabob hereupon expreſſed a deſire, that the ſubſtance of 
thoſe orders might. be communicated. to him in writing, which was ac- 
cordingly done. 


2.. Your Honours will eaſily believe, that, ſo circumſtanced, we had 


great ſatisfaction in receiving the Nabob's order to his officer command- 


ing in Tanjore to admit an Engliſh garriſon ; and in conſequence of 
this order, your troops, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel- 
Harper, took poſſcſſion of the fort of Tanjore the gth inſtant. 


3. Your orders to us are, that the Rajah ſhall be ſet at liberty; this 
has been effected: but your further orders are, that his country ſhall 
be reſtored to him, upon certain ſtipulations :: here will lie ſome diffi- 
culty. The Nabob has involved himſelf ſo much in debt, that the pro- 
duce of the whole Arcot province, for theſe 12 months to come, will 
barely pay his creditors, if our intelligence be well founded; and ſo 
conſiderable a ſum as 5 Lacks of Pagodas due to his troops, which are 
very numerous, furniſhed him with a good argument, that it was ne- 
ceſſary to grant aſſignments on the Tanjore country to a great amount, 
before the * be prevailed upon to evacuate the fort. 


4. This being the caſe, we muſt make a virtue of neceſſity, and let 


it operate to the ; fature advantage and ſecurity of your affairs, as well as 
thoſe of the Nabob and Rajah, 


5. We 
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5, We propoſe therefore, in caſe the Nabob will agree to diſband his 
troops, and at no time hereafter to keep any but what are paid by the 
Company, that we will intercede with the Rajah for him to engage to 
diſcharge the amount of the aſſignments out of the produce of the Tan- 
jore country, at ſuch times as may be confiſtent with the ſtate thereof, 
provided che amount of thoſe aſſignments ſhall not exceed what we ſhall 
think the Tanjore country may be burthened with, We hope the 
Nabob will agree to this propoſition, and that the Rajah of Tanjore's 
ſufferings for theſe two years paſt, and the confidence he muſt now 
have in your juſtice, will induce him to acquieſce in ſuch meaſures as 

we may recommend to him, | 


6. We hope therefore very ſhortly to be able to adviſe your Honours, 
that there are no troops on the Coromandel Coaſt but what are paid” 
by your Paymaſter, and commanded by your Officers; and that an 
aſſignment from the Nabob, with a part of the Tanjore revenues, not 
exceeding the amount of what the Rajah heretofore paid to his troops, 
will defray the whole expenſe of defending the Carnatic, including the 
Tanjore country. Your Jaghire will in this caſe be a reſerve in time 
of need. By this arrangement the Nabob will grow rich, and the 
Rajah will have as large a clear revenue as he formerly. had, and be- 

under no future appreheaſions of any attack from the Nabob. 


Fort St, George, We are, 
14th February, 1776. Honorable, ; 


Your faithful humble ſervants, 


A. Dalrymple Geo. Stratton 
J. M. Stone Rob. Fletcher 


Archdale Palmer Geo. Dawſon 


Francis Jourdan Henry Brooke 
6 Geo. Mackay. 


At 
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His Highneſs the Nabob WWallayjau, Ummeer ul Hind, Omdabt ul Mulk, 
Auſuph ud Dowlah, Amwer ud Deen Cawn Bahauder, F pbur Fung, Se- 
pah — Soubahaar of the Carnatic. 


To the Honourable the Chairman 8 Directors of affairs for the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft- Indies. 


Honourable Gentlemen, 


I AM happy in the receipt of your friendly letter of the 12th 
April, 1775, delivered me by Lord Pigot. I acknowledged the receipt 
thereof by my letter of the 14th December laſt, forwarded by his 


Lordſhip in the Saliſbury Indiaman, but deferring my anſwer to 


the next opportunity. I now trouble you my friends with that anſwer, 
_ explaining in ſome meaſure my ſituation. © You write me, that when 
you obſerved that your ſervants refuſed to liſten to the ſupplications 
ce of the Rajah, when he was ſolicitous of being reſtored to my favour 
through their mediation, that indeed you confeſs yourſelves at a loſs 
« to conceive what motives could induce them to decline the office 
cc of mediator between me and the Rajah, at a time when their friend- 


« ly interpoſition might have prevented the horrors of war, and more 


<« eſpecially as they were compelled by ſolemn ſtipulation to guaran- 
te ty the treaty of 1762. That as Lord Pigot was perfectly acquaint- 
« ed with your ſentiments reſpecting the proceedings of your ſervants, 
« and inſtructed by you to reſtore good government, and introduce 
« a regular ſyſtem for the management of your affairs in general, you 
esc would not at this time trouble me with further remarks thereon, 
« That you are convinced that all poſſible attention will be given by 
« his Lordſhip and Council to my intereſt and the Company's, and 
« conſequently to the welfare of the Carnatic ; and that you reſt ſa- 
e tisfied that I will cordially unite with your ſervants, and readily 

8 5 | © concur 
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416 
« concur in every meaſure which ſhall be adopted towards the cot 
« pletion of theſe juſt and honourable purpoſes,” | 


Lord Pigot ſent me in writing an extract of the order you gave 
him relative to Tanjore. From the commencement of my connexion 
with the Company my buſineſs has been tranſacted with the Governor 
and Council, and I have regarded their words and writing as your's, 
and they have correſponded with me under the Company's ſeal, and 
they have written to me in their letter of the 24th of May, 1775, that 
they are repreſentatives of the nation. 


Though your two late Governors and Council by your poſitive or- 
ders gave me their aſſiſtance fully in regard to Tanjore for ſeveral 
years paſt, yet your preſent Governor has brought a freſh order lately 
from you entirely contrary to the former ones: this perplexes me. 
How am I to depend on the aſſurances of your repreſentatives? I am 
the firſt friend to the Engliſh Nation and the Company, and I have 
ſpent the beſt part of my days in their friendſhip. 


In all times of proſperity and adverſity, and in the battles with the 
Company's enemies, I have been joined with the Engliſh Nation, and I 
did not heſitate in offering my life and fortune and in facrificing my 
ſons in their ſervice; and I have always uſed my beſt endeavours to 
add to the honour, proſperity, and advantage of the Company. I 
hold the friendſhip of the Company in fuch eſteem, and place my depen- 
dence fo ſtrongly on it, that I never think any thing too dear or too 
good for the ſupport of it, 


During my long attachment to the Company our intereſts have been 
ſo cloſely united, that what prejudiced the one muſt prejudice the 
other. All the power by which the former Subahdars of the Carnatic 
puniſhed their enemies, Jemmadars, Polygars, and the rebellious in- 
habitants and diſturbers, and reduced them to obedience, is ſupplied to 


Q | me 
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me by the friendſhip and aſſiſtance of the Company and the Engliſh | 


Nation; for they have firmly promiſed to affiſt me in preſerving tran- 


quillity in my country, and to regard my enemies as their own. I en- 


tirely depend upon this, and am therefore entitled to explain it to you, 


who are my aſſiſtants and friendly protectors, as well as any matters 


which are prejudicial to my government, honour, and the tranquillity 
of my country; therefore I hope you will, through your juſtice and 
candour, take fuch meaſures as may ſecure my honour and reſtrain my 
enemies, for I am your true friend and invariable wellwiſher, and I re- 


gard your friendſhip and favour as the treaſure of my life. 


You, Gentlemen, are good judges of buſineſs in your part of the 
world, but you cannot have ſo thorough an acquaintance with mat- 
ters here as I have; therefore it is neceſſary for me to give you my 
opinion of the meaſures which appear moſt proper to be purſued for 
the tranquillity of the Carnatic, and to repreſs our mutual enemies, 
which I know to be your wiſh. © 


In my letter of the 17th of July, 1762, I wrote to your Governor 
and Council a ſtate of affairs from the time that the anceſtors of Tul- 
jaujee rebelliouſly poſſeſſed themſelves of the Tanjore country. A 
copy of that letter I encloſe for your peruſal. 


During the Subahdaree of Zulphutkar Cawn, Subahdar of the Car- 


natic, Tuljaujee's anceſtors having given him an obligation in writing 
for the payment of thirty Lacks of Rupees yearly, and for remaining 
under his command as his ſervants, the country was again put under 
their management. | 


During the Subahdaree of Daoud Cawn and Satullah Cawn they 


preſerved their obedience, and beſides ſuch tribute as was demanded 
of them they gave frequent preſents of large ſums of money. 


During 
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During the Subahdaree of Aly Doſt Cawn the Zemindars of Tri- 
chinopoly and Tanjore became a little diſobedient, and he ſent his 
ſon Subter Aly Cawn to reduce them, who poſſeſſed himſelf of their 
countries, and appointed Meer Aſud Ulla Cawn his deputy in the 
Tanjore province, and Sheik Lutf Ulla to the command of the fort, 
and allowed a ſmall penſion to > Purtaub Sing the father of Tuljaujee. 


As Aly Doſt Cawn and Subter Aly Cawn were ſlain, Sheik Lutf 
Ulla delivered up the poſſeſſion of the fort to Purtaub Sing, whereby 
the Tanjore country remained no longer in the management of the 
Subahdar of the Carnatic. 


In ſome time after the deceaſed Nizam ul Mulk marched from the 
Decan at the head of a large army, and ſent a detachment under the 
command of Cojah Abdullah Cawn to take Tanjore ; but the Vakeels 
of Purtaub Sing met him, and agreed to pay a tribute of fifty Lacks of 
Rupees. My deceaſed father during his Subahdaree was often under 
the neceſſity of puniſhing him, and he obliged him to pay ſums of 
money, and took into his poſſeſſion Cumbeconum and other countries, 
and appointed his ſervant Mortuza Cawn Hamildar there. 


All this I have faithfully related to you, whereby you will under- 
ſtand the manner in which the anceſtors of Tuljaujee got an eſtabliſh- 
ment in Tanjore, and the dependence in which One poſſeſſed it under 
the Subahdars of the Carnatic. 


When I became Subahdar of the Carnatic Purtaub Sing was obedient 
to me and under my command, and his troops were employed in my ſer- 
vice. Seeing that the Gentlemen of the Company and the Engliſh Na- 
tion are my firm friends and aſſiſtants, I thought that my authority in 
taking tribute from the Zemindar of Tanjore would have been greater 
than that of former Subahdars; but during the wars of the French and 
ethers he ſeized the opportunity of freeing himſelf from the payment 

of 
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of any tribute, and enjoyed himſelf at his eaſe. Seeing that my coun- 
try was deſtroyed, and the expenſe of ſupporting the war with the 
French and others fell upon me, he ſhould have contributed his ſhare, 
as he had done in the time of former Subahdars. 


After the reduction of Pondicherry the tribute was ſettled in the 
year 1762, but I had it not in my power to oblige him to pay the 
extraordinary aids as former Subahdars had done. I was of opinion 
that this arrangement would have prevented Purtaub Sing from pro- 
moting diſturbances, and would have determined him in obedience to 
me; but contrary to this he applied to Iſouf Cawn to affiſt him in 


deſtroying the tranquillity of the Carnatic ; and when Iſouf Cawn be- 


came a rebel he aſſiſted him, by ſending him troops, with a number of 


Frenchmen who were in his ſervice, and by giving him advice and 


every other encouragement. After Madura was taken, and Iſouf Cawn 
killed, Purtaub Sing's letter to him came into my hands, of which I 
informed your Governor and Council in my letter of the zoth of Octo- 
ber, 1764, a copy of which I encloſe for your peruſal. | 


After the death of Purtaub Sing, Tuljaujee of his own accord be- 
came his ſucceſſor, and, contrary to the rules and cuſtoms of this 
country, he neglected aſking my permiſſion to the ſucceſſion, nor 
did he do homage to me as was his duty. The gentlemen of the 
Company know very well, that when any Zemindar in Bengal and 
Bahar, or in Chicacole, Rajamundry, and other countries, dies, his ſon 
cannot ſucceed him without the Company's permiſſion. Upon this 
ſubje& I beg leave to recal to the memory of my friends the inſtance 
of the Rajah of Banaras, a more powerful Zemindar than Tuljaujee, 
and dependent upon the Nabob of Oud in the ſame manner as 
Tuljaujee is on me. On the death of the late Bulwantſing, his ſon 
Chietſing did not enjoy the Zemindary till he had obtained the con- 
firmation of it from Sujah ul Dowlah, for which he paid a large ſum 
of money to that Nabob, and agreed to increaſe his annual tribute 

3 | | to 
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to. him. Of all this you have been informed by the letters of your 
ſervants, Sujah ul Dowlah was not, like me or my father, the ancient 
friend of the Company, but an enemy, who had been a few years be- 
fore in arms againſt them. Therefore, according to the cuſtom of 
this country, of which I have given an example, Tuljaujee was not 
entitled to the ſucceſſion without my confirmation, nor yet to the 
protection of the guarantee, which was only for his father. 


When Hyder Aly Cawn invaded the Carnatic, the Governor and 

Council and I repeatedly wrote to Tuljaujee to ſend his troops to 
join our's, but he paid not the leaſt attention. A copy of one of the 
Governor's letters is encloſed. He ſhewed no honours to Mr. Ardley, 
ſecond in Council at Fort St. George, and to Seid Machdoon Aly 
Cawn, who were jointly deputed to him to require his aſſiſtance ; 
and in the beginning of the war with Hyder he ſent only a few of his 
troops to join Colonel Wood ; and though the Colonel repeatedly 
wrote to him to ſend money for the ſupport of his troops he did 
not ſend any; therefore the Colonel was obliged to ſupply them 
out of his own pocket, and when he had no more money to ſupply 
them with they left him. Tuljaujee yet owes the money that the 
Colonel advanced to his troops. Beſides all this he ſent his Vakeel 
to Hyder, and formed a connexion with him, and gave him great 
aſſiſtance, by ſending him money, elephants, horſes, dreſſes, jewels, 
proviſions, &c. which enabled him to ravage the Carnatic at his 
Pleaſure; he advanced even near Fort St. George, and concluded 
a treaty with authority. | 


I have encloſed you copies of Tuljaujee's letters to Hyder Aly 
Caun, in regard to ſending him money. and other ſupplies, and 
Hyder's anſwers, adviſing him not to pay tribute to me, and offering 
to ſupport him. After Hyder's war was at an end in this country, 
Tuhaujee, depending upon his aſſiſtance, refuſed to pay the tribute, and 
| R | | gave 


185 


gave no attention to your repreſentatives' letters and mine on that 


ſubject, but, contrary ta all rules of ſubmiſſion, marched his army 


.againſt the Marawar and other countries, who are my tributaries and 
dependent upon Trichinopoly ; and though the Governor and Council 


and I forbid him this proceeding, he was too proud and haughty to 


mind us, but took forcibly from thoſe countries their money, jewels, 
and elephants, and then returned to Tanjore. Although the Gover- 
nor and Council and I wrote to him to reſtore the things taken 


from the Marawar countries, &c. and to ſubmit to me and pay my 


tribute, it had no effect, but he prepared for war. 


Governor Dupre, who went to Purtaub Sing at Tanjore in the 


year 1762 to ſettle the guarantee, was in his government, ſenſible of 


the bad conduct of the Rajah; and according to the advice of 


Mr. Haſtings, (who was at that time ſecond in Council at Fort St. 
George, and in whom you now place your confidence, and have ap- 
pointed Governor-General to all your ſettlements in Hindoſtan) and 
other Counſellors, who were alſo ſenſible of his bad conduct and of 
my rights, thought proper to aſſiſt me in puniſhing him, and for that 


purpoſe employed the Company's troops, under the command of 
General Smith, in the year 1771, according to your orders contained 


in your letter of the 17th March 1769 to Governor Dupre. The para- 
graph is word for word as follows; 


& It appears moſt unreaſonable to us, that the Rajah' of Tanjore 
& ſhould hold poſſeſſion of the moſt fruitful part of the country, which 
te can alone ſupply our armies with ſubſiſtence, and not contribute to 
ce the defence of the Carnatic. We obſerve the Nabob makes very 
&« earneſt repreſentations to you on this ſubject in his letter entered in 
ce the book of Country Correſpondence, wherein he takes notice, that 
ce the Zemindars of the Carnatic have been ſupported, and their country 
« preſerved to them, by the operations. of our forces employed in his 


« cauſe; and that nothing was more notorious, than that three former 
| Princes 
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et Princes of the Carnatic had received from the Tanjore Rajah 70, 

« go, nay even 100 Lacks of Rupees at a time. That to the preceding 

4 Nizam he had paid a contribution of 50 Lacks; and the preſent, if he 

cc had met with any ſucceſs againſt our army, would not have been 

c content with leſs than a Crore of Rupees from this Rajah. How 

« juſt then does it appear that he ſhould be made to pay ſome part of 

ce the expenſe of theſe meaſures, to which he owes his ſecurity and 
c the peace of his country? We therefore enjoin you to give the 
© Nabob fuch ſupport in his pretenſions on the Rajah of Tanjore as 

cc may be effectual; and if. the Rajah refuſes to contribute a juſt pro- 
portion to the expenſe of the war, you are then to purſue ſuch | 
«© meaſures as the Nabob may think conſiſtent with the juſtice and . 
« dignity of his government.“ | 


Before the troops marched from Madras or from Trichinopoly, . 
we ſent admonitions to Tuljaujee, recommending it to him to ſubmit to 
me and diſcharge the tribute ; but he; was too proud to attend to them, 
and ſent harſh and diſreſpe&ful- anſwers, and treated diſteſpectfully 
Seid Machdoon Aly Cawn, my Ambaſſador, and ordered him out of his 
preſence z and before General. Smith and my Son Omdat ul Omrah 
Bahauder marched from Trichinopoly, he took the field-with his troops 
and prepared for battle, and oppoſed our army at the diſtance of three 
or four coſs from Tanjore, and ſeveral times cut off their proviſions. 
After the defeat. of his troops, and the fiege of the fort. was carrying on, 
where many of the Company's troops and mine were killed, Tuljaujee 
repented, and ſent meſſages offering to diſcharge the tribute due, and to 
pay it in future, as was cuſtomary to former Subahdars, as alſo the 
_ expenſe of our army on the expedition; he likewiſe made over 
| ſome diſtricts belonging to his country till theſe ſums ſhould be diſ- 


charged. 


It was my intention only to take tribute from him, and that he 
thould ſubmit to me, that my country might enjoy tranquillity ; and 
88 4: | | | after 
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after he had entered into a folemn engagement in writing to that effect, 
I ſent orders to the army to raiſe the. ſiege. On the 17th Rajub 1185 
Hegira, or 26th of October, 1771, peace was concluded, and the Come 
pany's troops and mine returned to „6 


Full aujee ſoon broke his agreement, and prevailed on Trimuckrow, 
:a Maratta Chief, (who was at that time with forty thouſand horſe in 
Hyder Aly Cawn's Country) by offering him large ſums of money, 
to affiſt him with twenty thouſand horſe. Trimuckrow accordingly 
croſſed the Gauts on the 25th Shavall, 118 5 Hegira, or 3d of December 
1771, and his troops plundered my Country as far as Calleſpauk, which 
is but fourteen coſs from Arcot; I perſuaded Trimuckrow to retire, 
having ſent Seid Haſſeim Cawn Bahauder my Ambaſſador to him, with 
large ſums of money, jewels, elephants, &c. 


When Tuljaujee had nothing further to expect from Trimuckrow, 
he ſent Pandarum to Poonah to raiſe troops for him, and to bring 
him aſſiſtance from the Maratta. My agent wrote me from thence, 
that Pandarum had entertained ten thouſand horſe, and that the mana- 
gers at Poonah had engaged to furniſh ten thouſand more for hire, and 
that the twenty thouſand were preparing'to march into the Carnatic to 
deſtroy it. 


Mr. Thomas Moſtyn, who was then reſident at Poonah from the 
| Government of Bombay, wrote likewiſe this account to the Gover- 
nor and Council at Fort St. George. Tuljaujee alſo applied for 
aſſiſtance to Hyder Aly Cawn, and, without either my knowledge or 
that of your repreſentatives, ſold ſome diſtricts of his country to the 
Dutch, on condition that they ſhould aſſiſt him, and agreed to make 
over to them the Subah of Manargoody for the payment of ſuch troops 
as they ſhould furniſh him with, 


This 
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This will appear from the letter of the Governor-General of Batavia 
to me of the [26th July 1971. Tuljaujee mortgaged to the Danes 
ſome other diſtricts, and ſold to the French others near Caracoil, with 
a view of obtaining their aſſiſtance ; he ſent a reſident to Pondicherry, 
and ſhewed great favour to the Governor of that place. His view in 
ſoliciting all this aſſiſtance, and in aſſembling troops, was to get poſ- 
ſeſſion of the whole Carnatic, and to raiſe ſuch diſturbances as op 
friends and I would find very difficult to — | 


All theſe proceedings, and your letter of the 4h March, 1769, 
determined the Governor and Council of Fort St. George, in order 
to promote the tranquillity of the Carnatic and the rights of my go- 
vernment, to give me aſſiſtance in taking the fort and country of 
Tanjore from Tuljaujee. He, in hopes of ſuccours from our enemies, 
(for the Dutch had then landed a thouſand Europeans, and three 
thouſand Malays and Seapoys, at Negapatnam) delayed acknowledg- 
ing obedience to us, or entering into a negotiation with General 
Smith, and Ameer ul Omrah Bahauder my ſecond ſon, till the day 
of the ſtorm. We at laſt carried the fort, by which the interior diſ- 
turbances of the Carnatic, mentioned by you in your letter of the 4th 
of March 1767, are at an end. 


This you ſeemed much to wiſh for. Tuljaujee has ever ſince lived 
in his palace in proper honour and dignity, and all his family are con- 
tinued with him as formerly ; and there is no alteration in his or his 
family's table. All his friends, Mootaſuddies, Bramins, Faquiers, Pa- 
godas, Choultries, &c. are kept up as during his government. From | 
this repreſentation, every circumſtance of which is founded upon truth, 
my beſt friends will ſee that there was the greateſt neceſſity for redu- 
ing the power of Tuljaujee, and that what has been done has been 
done with juſtice, and for the good of the Company and the Carnatic. 


S | It 
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It is now five years ſince Governor Dupre gave poſitive orders to 
take the fort of Tanjore, and employed the Company's troops for 
that purpoſe; and it is near three years that Tanjore has been taken, 
as has been known to the Company at home, but they have been ſilent 
on that ſubject. 5 $4 | L809] 2 | k 


I have paid large ſums of money to the Europeans of other nations, 
which they demanded from Tuljaujee for the releaſe of ſome diſtricts 
which he had fold to them, as I have already related; beſides I paid 
conſiderable ſums of money which he owed. to individuals and to his 
army, as alſo the expenſe of the Company's army and mine; and I 
have prevented the Marattas from coming into this Country, by buy- 
ing them off with a large ſum of money. I have borrowed conſider- 
able ſums from Engliſh Gentlemen, who lent them to promote the 
capture of Tanjore; I have beſides borrowed from the people of the 
Country large ſums of money, which I expended in improving it, in 
repairing the water-courſes, the mounds, and the fortifications, which 
laſt was done by Major Stephens a Company's Engineer. 


I have made great advances to the inhabitants towards buying bul- 


locks and ſeed grain, and J have borrowed paddy ſeed from the coun- 
try people &c. and given it to the inhabitants, which has made the 


Tanjore country flouriſh more than in Tuljaujee's time. I have con- 
ſented to paying three additional battalions of Seapoys out of the 
revenues of the Tanjore country only. I have paid conſiderable prize- 
money to the army for their trouble and fatigue and other expenſes 
for proviſions, &c. and for the Zemindars and Collaries, who came to 
my aſſiſtance in great numbers. It would be very tedious to. write all 
the expenſes attending theſe two expeditions. The money due to 
thoſe who lent it to promote the capture of the Tanjore country, 
depending upon my honour, lies upon me, and my money depends 
upon the revenues of that Country. 


It 
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It is well known to every one that Tanjore has belonged to the 
Carnatic from the beginning, and that I am, by the bleſſing of God, 
lawful owner of that country. It was only by the favour and aſſiſtance 
of you, Gentlemen, that I got poſſeſſion of my rights, and I am thank- 
ful to you day and night. This buſineſs was carried into execution 
purſuant to your orders, and the approbation of your repreſentatives 
and the Miniſters of the King of Great-Britain, which was in fact the 

approbation of the whole nation. | | 


At the end of five years you, Gentlemen, have given orders to Lord 
Pigot, that I ſhould return the fort and country of Tanjore to Tul- 
jaujee; this has given me great affliction; and I am convinced that had 
you received a full account of this affair, and a juſt repreſentation of my 
rights from the Governor and Council, you would not have given 
ſuch orders to your ſervants. Though Lord Pigot has brought your 
order ſo great a diſtance, mentioning that if any civil or military 
ſervant ſhould obſtruct the execution of this order, or refuſe to give 
his aſſiſtance in it, his Lordſhip ſhould diſmiſs ſuch perſon your ſer- 
vice; yet people, to whoſe integrity and juſtice the whole world can 
bear witneſs, 5 that right is on my ſide; and even his Lordſhip, in 
negotiating this buſineſs, ſeems ſenſible of my rights, but ſays he has 
got poſitive orders in his hands, and cannot avoid obeying them. His 
Lordſhip alſo ſays, that you were aſſured that Tuljaujee was in the fort 
of Trichinopoly, and had therefore given him orders that he ſhould 
on his arrival appoint a guard for the ſecurity of his perſon. I aſked 
his Lordſhip what accounts he had received here, and he told me that 
he had heard that Tuljaujee was at Tanjore: I then deſired his Lord- 
ſhip to obſerve from this and many other matters how differently cir- 
cumſtances appeared here and in England: his Lordſhip agreed to 
this obſervation. Had you, Gentlemen, given orders to his Lordſhip 
to decide aceording to juſtice, after he had thoroughly informed him- 
felf of the true ſtate of affairs and my rights, every body here is as 
ITE well 


| ( 92 ) 
well convinced as I am, that affairs would not have been carried on as 
they are at preſent. From the firſt eſtabliſhment of the Carnatic Tan- 
jore has been dependent upon it, and the Zemindar of that place has 
been always ſubje& to the Subahdar of the Carnatic. Perceiving the 
enmity of Tuljaujee, I took poſſeſſion of my * at a great expenſe, 
and 5 — the favour of my friends. 


This tight x my friends now mention in their order to be but four Lacks 
of Rupees yearly, and they have determined to re- inſtate the enemy of 


the Carnatic, and re-eſtabliſh the government of Tanjore under firm 


conditions, which tend to the advantage of the Company. Is it juſt 
or right that they ſhould intend to make conditions, and gain advan- 
tage from my ſubject in his preſent weak ſtate ? If the Company have 
their own advantage in view they ſhould expect it from their old 
friends. It would anſwer their intereſt, and eſtabliſh their reputation 
with the whole world, as they would not infringe the rights of their 
friends, and might notwithſtanding attend to their on advantage. I am 
aſtoniſhed that you ſhould want to put this order in execution, for it will 
not only deſtroy my rights, but be hurtful to the honour and intereſts 
of me and my family, as alſo to the honour, juſtice, and intereſt of the 
Company and the Engliſh Nation, and will be prejudicial to the tran- 
quillity of the Carnatic for ever. | 


His Majeſty, the King of Great-Britain, has been graciouſly pleaſed 
to write me a letter of congratulation, wherein he mentions that my 
troops and the troops of the Company have been ſucceſsful againſt my 
ſubject, the Zemindar of Tanjore. This letter was read by his Majeſty's 
Plenipotentiary publicly in my Durbar, in the preſence of all my 


people, and the Vakeels of the neighbouring powers ; and the King of 


Delhi and other Kings, and all the powers of Hindoſtan, and the 
Europeans alſo, being convinced of my rights, wrote me letters of 
congratulation. 
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By this change in affairs your juſtice will appear in an unfavourable 
light, and my rights will be greatly infringed. I hope through your 
friendſhip and aſſiſtance to increaſe my honours and authority; you 
have always increaſed them. 1 therefore truſt that you will ſo act, 
that my character and conſequence may not be leſſened in the eyes of 
other powers ; and that you will do juſtice to your old friend, who has 
ſpent his youth in your friendſhip, and whoſe chief deſire of power is to 
teſtify his regard to you. He now waits in expectation of your juſtice. 


Lou mention in your orders that you are guarantees to the treaty of 


1762. That treaty ſo guarantied was with Purtaub Sing only. Even 


Purtaub Sing, by his bad condutt (as appears by a letter of his inmy 
poſſeſſion) as I have before-mentioned, did not merit the protection of 
the ſaid guarantee. You may beſides conſider, if (ſuppoſing Tuljaujee 
guarantied in 1762 as well as his father) he did not loſe all right to 
ſuch guarantee by his bad conduct, ſince he deſtroyed the guarantee 
by drawing his ſword. I too have been guarantied in my rights as law- 
ful Nabob of the Carnatic by the whole Engliſh Nation ; this I owed 
to your favour. By guarantee I have always underſtood a protection 
to a friend in his rights, and not a protection to an enemy againſt a 
friend. | 


I cannot conclude this letter without requeſting that you will depend 
upon what I ſay, for I open my heart to you in the greateſt ſincerity. It 
has been my wiſh and defire, from the commencement of my govern- 
ment, that there ſhould be no other power in the country except your's 
and mine; in conſequence of which, with great trouble and expenſe, 
I releaſed the countries which Tuljaujee had ſold to the Dutch; and the 
diſturbances of the Tanjore country, which lies in the heart of my do- 
minions, are through your favour at an end. There was no other 
road by which an enemy could enter the Carnatic but the Tanjore 
country. Your now re- inſtating Tuljaujee is juſt the ſame as eſtabliſh. 
ing the French in this country, becauſe when they bring their forces 


DT here, 


. | 
here, and intend hoſtilities, Tuljaujee will provide them with bullocks, 
cooleys, proviſions, &c. which will much add to their ſtrength. 


| Your giving the revenues of the Tanjore country into the hands of 


Tuljaujee, is juſt furniſhing proviſions, cooleys, &c. to the French, 
Hyder, and the Marattas, in their diſturbances. Should it remain in my 


hands you will be able to drive any enemy out of this country, and it 


will be in my power to confine them in getting proviſions, cooleys, &c. 
from any part, 


You will now, Gentlemen, remember, that I now foretel what is to 


happen. Though, by the promiſes of your repreſentatives, I was not to 
have a Company's garriſon in the fort of Tanjore, yet as I have been 
from the beginning your firm friend, and under obligations to you, and 
as our friendſhip has been eſtabliſhed: by the loſs of my father's life, by 
the loſs of our fortunes and effects ſaved in a ſeries of years, and by the 
ſpending my youth in your alliance and further, as it is my utmoſt wiſh 
that your favour and aſſiſtance ſhould be in the ſame manner continued 
to my poſterity, I have written to Lord Pigot of the 22d of January 
laſt, and 3d inſtant, and in the latter encloſed him an order to my re- 
preſentative at Tanjore to receive your garriſon. into the fort, in the 
ſame manner as at Trichinopoly, and encloſe you copies thereof for 
your peruſal, | | 1 


I have deſired Lord Pigot to be pleaſed to write to you what he 
finds here to contradict the reports that prevailed in England, and to 


repreſent my firm friendſhip to you. His Lordſhip has promiſed that 


he will do this, and alſo recommend me to you. 


As I am always your invariable friend, I humbly beg that you will 
be pleaſed to ſend orders to your repreſentatives not to interfere in my 
management of the Tanjore country. This favour will eſtabliſh me 

2 | in 


( 7s) 
in my right, and I ſhall be eaſed from my heavy burthen of debts. I 
am and ever will be thankful for your favour, | 


You write me, that you have heard that the diſtreſs of my creditors 
is very great, and that it is ſaid to be owing to their property being 
in my hands; and you-mention this circumſtance as the moſt power- 
ful argument to induce me to make ſpeedy. proviſion for their pay- 
ment; that you entertain no doubt of my honour in this reſpect, or 
that I will immediately attend to this ſubject: this J underſtand. . 


It is is my firſt duty to diſcharge my debts to my creditors, who 
have lent their money depending upon my honour, and I am always, 
taking meaſures for that purpoſe. . Tuljaujee in the year 1771 pro- 
miſed to pay his arrears of tribute, and gave a bond for the amount, 
which I aſſigned to my creditors ; but as he did not pay me, I was un- 


der the neceſſity of remaining in their debt. 


I am now obliged to you for your favour in reminding me of this 
affair, and by the. bleſſing of God theſe debts ſhall ſoon be cleared: 
off. ED 3 : 
What can I ſay more? 
Given at Chepauk, 
February 12th, 1776. 


At 


8 | 43 
: At a Conſultation, Hes. | 3 | 
| P R E S E N T. 
f Monday, The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 
h Febru- | 
— e Seorge Stratton General Sir Robert Fletcher 2 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 
John Whitehill Claud Ruflell - 
Alexander Dalrymple John Maxwell Stone 
Archdale Palmer Francis Jourdan b 
* Mackay. : 1 ö 
THE following letter was diſpatched on the 1 inſtant to the 7 
Governor-General and Couneil of Bengal. 9 
* 
. To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq. Governor-General, &e. Council 
| at Fort William. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 3 
General let- WE have had the honour to receive your letters of the 7th and 
5 11th of December, and the 2d and 8th January. 
the Com- | | E 
— By the Grenville Packet to your Honour, &c. from the Court of -. A 
2 and Directors, you muſt have been informed that we had their ſpecial : 
bh — ; orders to ſet the Rajah of Tanjore at liberty, and to put an Engliſh | 8 
quence. garriſon into the fort, and on certain conditions to reſtore him to his 1 
government. | 4 
The Rajah being a priſoner in Tanjore, and that fort garriſoned ; | 
by full eight thouſand:of the Nabob's troops, it has taken time to pre- 2 
vail with the Nabob to enable us to comply with the directions we 1 
| had 9 5 
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had received from the Company; and we hope we ſhall ſtand excuſed 
for not having troubled. you upon this ſubject, until we could ac- 
quaint you with ſome degree of certainty how. this buſineſs would 


end. 


It is with the greateſt pleaſure that we now inform you of the Com- 
pany's troops relieving thoſe of the Nabob in Tanjore the gth 
inſtant ; and we encloſe the Preſident's letter to the Rajah, together 
with his anſwer, received only this morning. We are on very friendly 
terms with, the Nabob, who profeſſes that he will be entirely guided 
by our Prefident's advice. We eſteem this.a good beginning, and ſhall 
uſe our utmoſt endeavours to carry the further orders of the Court 


of Directors into execution. 


Our employers have been pleaſed to direct, that a committee of cir- 
cuit, conſiſting of five members of our council, ſhall viſit the northern 
Circars; we ſhall recommend te their attention the ſtate of the Guntoor 
Circar, and hope you will agree with us, that it would be improper at 
this time to create any diſturbances. in thoſe parts. 


The Ankerwyke, on which ſhip Mr. Wynch embarked, ſailed the 
15th inſtant, and the Hillſborough got under weigh this morning, bur 
the wind being unfavourable, ſhe has been obliged to come to anchor 
again, | | ; 


We have the honour to be, 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervants, 
17th February, 1776. | | 


PIGOT,. &c. Council. 


Letter from 


the Rajah of 
Tanjore. 


© In) 


Read letter from the Rajah of Tanjore, acknowledging the receipt of . 


our Preſident's letter of the 2d inſt, expreſſing his great joy and thankful- 
neſs to the Company forreſtoring him to his former dignity and the throne 
of his anceſtors; and declaring that he ſhall! chearfully refign his con- 
cerns into the Preſident's hands, and williogly acquieſce in his determi- 
nation. ü 


From the Rajah of Tanjore to the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident 
and Governor, 


MY LORD, 


THE letter which your Lordſhip has honoured me with, and which 
was delivered to me by Colonel Harper, has given me a joy which no 
tongue is able to expreſs. Overwhelmed with the tranſport of joy, I am 
as one who is raiſed from the dead. When I ſeemed to be cut from all 
the chearing hopes of ſeeing better days, then it was that God by his 
over- ruling Providence turned my ſorrow into joy. Your Lordſhip 
has been the happy inſtrument Providence has made uſe of to reſtore me 
to my former dignity and the throne of my anceſtors ; I ſhall therefore 


from henceforth look upon yeu as my father, and venerate you under 


that moſt amiable character as long as I have a being. 


Convinced that whatever your Lordſhip ſhall think proper to de- 


termine or regulate will be to my real advantage, I ſhall chearfully 
reſign my concerns to your kind hands, and willingly acquieſce in your 
determination, 


As by your generous regard for my happineſs, your honourable 


name muſt and will be had in moſt grateful remembrance by me and 
| | _ 
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my family, ſo I hope it will be celebrated over the world. [ remain 


with apes acog reſpect, 
My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's humble and grateful ſervans 


At a Conſultation, 


P R E S E N T, 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 
Sir Robert Fletcher 


George Stratton 

George Dawſon 

Claud Ruſſell 
John Maxwell Stone 


Francis Jourdan 


THE Right Honourable the Prefident lays before the Board the 
following letter received from the Nabob, [pn with the anſwer - 


he wo ſent him in r 67% 


Henry Brooke 


Alexander Dalrymple 


Archdale Palmer 
George Mackay 


261h February, 1776. 


BEFORE the reduction of Tanjore I was not much loaded with 
debt, but there remained a little due to my old creditors, as I was 
. obliged to pay ten Lacks of Pagodas on account of Myſore. 


On the firſt expedition againſt Tanjore my eldeſt ſon ſettled mat- 
ters there, and took agreements for the payment of money, which I 
aſſigned to my creditors ; but Tuljaujee was totally deficient in the pay- 

6 


Tranſlation of a Letter from his Highneſs to Lord Pivot, dated the 


ment, 


Monday, 
11th March, 
1776, 


Letter from 
the Nabob 
declining to 
ſend an ac- 
count of the 
orders on the 
Tanjore 
country, and 
requeſting to 
wait for the 
Company's 
further com- 
mands. 


(bo 


ment, whereby they ſuffered delay. For this reaſon, and the other bad. 
conduct of Tuljaujee, which I have mentioned in my former letters, 
we were induced to ſend the Company's troops and mine to take Tan- 
jore. From Arcot, Nellore, Trichinopoly, Tinnevelly, and from all 
my countries, fighting people were aſſembled, and provifions, bul- 


locks, ſheep, &c. in great quantities, 10 the uſe of the army, were 


. for this expedition. 


In carrying on this buſineſs I contracted heavy debts, by raiſing 
troops for the defence of the forts and countries, which were weakened 
by the old troops being drawn from them to go againſt Tanjore; 
by paying batta to the army, and to thoſe who brought aſſiſtance; by 
paying prize - money to the army on both expeditions, and other ex- 
penſes; and by paying money to the Dutch to releaſe the diſtricts 
poſſeſſed by them. As all the countries belong to me, I gave orders 


on ſuch places as I thought proper for the payment of the ſaid debts, 


and the pay of the troops, &c. Now your Lordſhip requires a par- 
ticular account of the orders I gave on Tanjore. If I give you only 
an account of the orders on that country, and the debts that lie upon 
me and my country for the two- expeditions againſt Tanjore, and the 
money paid to the Dutch will be loſt. In this cafe how am I to write 
you only an account of the orders given on the Tanjore country? 
ſhould any hindrance happen in the affairs of that country, the cla- 
mours of my creditors and my troops will be very loud; confider- 
ve which, I beg your Lordſhip to excuſe me on this ſubject (as L 
defired in my letter of the 29th Zecaud-or 22d January laſt) till 
you receive a further order from the Company; I now again beg the 
fame favour. I have chearfully received the garriſon of my friends in 


the fort of Tanjore, and I am ready, till, the further orders arrive, to 


increaſe Tulauyee's allowance, and to pay the expenſe of the garriſon 
in any manner you think proper and may write me. 


If 8 had not obliged me to undertake thoſe two expeditions 


againſt Tanjore, I ſhould by this time have been maſter of much trea- 
ſure. 
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ſure. I took Tanjore, thinking that my honour, the honour of the King. 
of Great-Britain, the Company, and the Engliſh Nation, and of the 
Governor and Council, was concerned, and that it was my right to 
take it. Had I foreſeen the difficulties that attend this buſineſs before 
we took Tanjore, though the tranquillity of the Carnatic was much 


diſturbed, and our intereſt ſuffer by it, we could not have had any 


thing to do with it. I am therefore under great ſorrow and uneaſineſs, 
and put myſelf under your protection. It is worthy of your long 
friendſhip that you ſhould take by the hand your old friend, who is 
ſinking in the whirlpool, and give kim protection. 


"# 
- 


To the Nabob. 


I HAVE received your Highneſs's letter of the 26th February, in | 


which you repreſent to me the very great diſtreſs of your finances, by 
the expenſes you have incurred on account of the Tanjore expeditions; 
turn your own thoughts towards a remedy. I can aſſure you, that no 
aſſiſtance, which is conſiſtent with the orders of my maſters, ſhall be 
omitted on my part to relieve you from every diſtreſs. 


The orders I have received from the Company are, *« To reſtore the 


© country of Tanjore to the Rajah ; * but ſuch has been my ſolicitude 


to do every thing in concert with your Highneſs, that this is yet unexe- 
cuted, notwithſtanding an uin garriſon has been almoſt a month in 


Tanjore. 


Humanity to the wretched inhabitants, diſtreſſed beyond meaſure 


by the miſerable Nate in which the country, now remains, without any 
. eſtabliſhed government either of your Highneſs or the Rajah ; juſtice 
to the Rajah, who is ſcarcely better than a priſoner ſtill, and attention 
to the public honour, make it abſolutely neceflary to carry into imme- 


diate effect the orders of the Company. 


X | I muſt 
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Letter from 
the Nabob,. 
urging his 
clauns to 
Tanjore,. and 
repreſenting 
kis diſtreſs if 
te Com- 
any's orders 
e executed. 


th March, 1776. 
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I muſt therefore beg leave to repeat my requeſt, that you. will give 
an order, directed to all your Amuldars, &c. in the Tanjore country, 
to rElinquiſh all manner of authority when called upon. by me ſo to 
do, and to account with ſuch perſons as I may name for all ſums col- 
lected in the Tanjore country from the day I had the honour to deliver: 


the Company's s letter to your Highneſs. 


I beg alſo that you will be pleaſed to give me the amount of the: 
orders you have given on the Tanjore country. 


1 have the honour to be, 
Your Highneſs's. 
Fort St. George, moſt obedient humble Servant, 


 PIGOT. 


At a Confultation.. Preſent as Before. 


The Preſident lays before the Board a letter he has received from the 
Nabob, dated the 19th inſtant, as entered hereafter, together with the 
draft of his anſwer to that letter, which meeting with the approbation. 
of the Board, he is deſired to ſend. the fame to the Nabob.. 


From: the Nabob, dated and recetued 191 March, 1776. 


THE letter you ſent me, of date the 6th inſfant, in reply to my: 
memorandum: of the roth, I have received; and underſtood the contents. 
Lam obliged to you for what you expreſs with regard to. your obſerving 
the diſtrefs of my finances, my turning my thoughts towards a remedy, 
and your affording me every aſſiſtance, that is. conſiſtent: with the orders; 
of your maſters, ta relieve me from every kind of difficulty. If you, 


899 
Sir, in oppoſition to the repreſentations and entreaties which I have 
written to yourſelf and the Company relative to the dependencies of 
Tanjore, are deſirous of giving it to the Rajah, to what remedy ſhall 
J turn my thoughts? Believe me it has not been by a needleſs 
expenſe in ſuperfluous ſhow and parade, that I have fallen under the 
burthen of a debt; but formerly, in the national wars, in the ex- 
penſes of Madras, and the taking of Pondicherry ; on occaſion of the 
Madura expedition, and the war with the Nizam, which happened in 
conſequence of ſeizing the Circars ; and after that from the taking the 
Dewannee of the Myſore country, the war waged againſt it, and the 
defraying the expenſes of my own forces as well as the Company's 
therein; and finally from the incurſion of Hyder Ally Cawn, in conſe- 
| quence of that, and his laying waſte my country according to his plea- 
ſure; none of which occurrences. owed their riſe to me, as I have 
written in mine of the 3ath of January, 1770. My falling under a 
penalty of ten Lacks of Pagodas for the Myſore war alſo increaſed my 


debts, and all theſe expenſes have been incurred in order to aſſiſt my _ 


friends. I am however happy in the thought I have paid a great part 
of thoſe ſums, and but very little remains. If the above-mentioned 
diſturbances had. not occurred, I had not been incumbered with debts ; 
and as for that which I was under a. neceſſity of contracting for the 
taking of Tanjore, it was with. a view to the tranquillity of the Car- 
natic, and the eaſe and welfare of my people in general. For other- 
wiſe what diſorders would there not have ariſe in this country from the 
Hl, conduct of Tuljavjee, and his ſoliciting ſuecour from the Marattas, 
the Dutch, &c. as I have explained in my letter of the 22d January 
laſt, and in my memorandum. dated: the 26th of February? The Tan- 
jore debt I can eaſily diſcharge, provided I be undiſturbed: in the ma 
nagement of the revenues. of that country. 


You write,. that the orders you have received from the Company are 
to reſtore the country of Fanjore to. Tuljaujee; but that: you have ſuch 
a defire of doing things in union with me, that this has not yet been. 
put in execution, though an Engliſh. garriſon has been near. a month in, 

| Tanjore : 


( 84) 


Tanjore : this I have underſtood, I conſider the Company as my warm 
friends, inaſmuch as it is by their favour and aſſiſtance, which I have 
always experienced in my affairs, that 1 have got a power over that 
which is my right, and this I continually acknowledge with gratitude, 
Hence I did not heſitate to receive a garriſon of my beſt friends into 
the fort of Tanjore by way of ſecurity, as in other forts, that there might 
be a ſtrong proof of my firm friendſhip for the Company. If however, 
notwithſtanding this, any one ſhall think, that in putting the fort under 
the protection of the Company's people, agreeing to defray the ex- 
penſes of the garriſon, in giving a proper Jaghire to Tuljaujee, as I 
have written of mine of the 22d of January, I have not applied myſelf to 
execute the Company's pleaſure, it is my misfortune. Now ſeeing that 
by my bad fortune the Company have not had a complete and perfect 
account of the ſtate of the caſe, and were ſtill ſo unacquainted with it 
. as certainly to believe Tuljaujee was in Trichinopoly, whenever the King 
of Great-Britain, the Parliament, and the Company, ſhall underſtand the 
real and certain ſtate of the affair, they will approve of the conduct of 
their ally and friend in this country, in not agreeing to give his con- 


ſent to the diſhonour of himſelf, and the ruin of the future intereſts of 4% 
the Company and the Engliſh Nation, by ſetting up a ſubject of his in 9 
the Carnatic, which muſt prove the ſource of a variety of miſchiefs and 5 
diſturbances. I have written all my circumſtances and my right to my | 
favourers the Company ; I have reminded them of their former order re- , 


lative to Tanjore ; I do not expect from them, who are men of reaſon 
and juſtice, a deprivation of my right; and 1 have accordingly written 
you in mine of the 22d of January laſt, that you do not interfere in the 
management of the diſtricts of Tanjore, which is my right, till an an- 
ſwer from the Company ſhall arrive. Why ſhould I not write to you 3 
my friend the injury that my affairs will ſuffer by a compliance with 
your deſires ; for it is not only the loſs of the Tanjore Country I muſt 
ſuſtain, but all the concerns of my government will be ruined by it; I 
- ; therefore write you again, with abundance of entreaty, in the name of 
| the King of Great- Britain, the Nation, the Parliament, and the Company, 
that you do, not interfere in the management of the country of Tanjore , 
| TI! | till 
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( 85 
till an anſwer arrives from the Company. And you will pleafe to at- 

tend to the preſervation of the honour of an old and true friend of the 
Engliſh Nation, who have never found ſach a friend in Hindoſtan, 
By ſhewing me this favour, and by permitting me to make known'to the 
Company how much their intereſts are concerned in the confirmation of 
my rights, you will not only act a candid part in reſpect of me, but will 
gain the applauſe of the King of Great-Britain and your Nation. For 
by the favour of heaven Iam the firft Prince in Hindoſtan ; and the King 
of Great-Britain and the Engliſh Nation have pledged their honour for 


my protection and the Pannen, of my N and are my gua- 
rantee. 


You write, that pity towards the diſtreſſed inhabitants, who, on ac- 
count of the preſent confuſed ſtate of that country, having nv regular 
Government, either on the part of me or the Rajah, are miſerably ſitua- 
ted, candour towards Tuhavjee, who may be ſaid to be yet a priſoner, 
and public faith, require that the Company's orders be put in execution 
without delay: this T have underſtood, —As to the diſtreſſed ſituation 
of the inhabitants of the Tanjore country, and their diſperſion, I muſt 
acquaint you, that before ever Tanjore came into my poſſeſſion, numbers. 
of the inhabitants were diſperſed by reaſon of the various oppreflions of 
Tuhauyee, in which no tyrant ever exceeded him; after which he ſeized 
their cattle and effects, and deſtroyed their houſes, in hopes of finding 
hidden treaſure in them; neither did he for years repair the water- 
courſes, the banks, or the reſervoirs, But after the taking Tanjore, by 
ſending my ſecond ſon Umeer ul Omrah Behauder, by making con- 
ſiderable advances to the inhabitants, by ſupplying them with cattle for 
the plough, and engaging to give them their ſhares, I ſo conciliated 
their minds, repairing at the ſame time in an ample manner the water- 
courſes and banks, that the inhabitants that had fled to Malavar, Myſore, 
and other parts, returned and ſettled again. At that very time the 
Cavery overflowed its banks in ſuch a manner as had not been known 
for ninety years before, inſomuch that the cultivation was entirely de- 
ſtroyed by the water, and the ducts and banks were all broken up; 


Y upon 
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upon this Umeer ul Omrah Behauder went himſelf upon the banks, and 
made a ſecond time advances in money, and lived entirely in his tents, 
repaired in the completeſt manner all the watercourſes and banks, 
and made a ſecond time advances in money, and ſeed grain, to 
the hufbandmen, who by this means ſuffered no loſs, and carried their 
agriculture again beyond what it had been in Tuhaujee's time; and this 
the whole world is acquainted with. Now that the grain is ripe and 
ready, and the time of their profit is come, as they are now to give me 
my ſhare and take their own to themſelves, the reaſon of their diſper- 
ſion is plain and evident; to wit, that they muſt be alarmed with the 
apprehenſion of Tuljaujee's former oppreſſion being renewed. Tuljaujee, 
when under the power of my ſervants, lived more at his eaſe than he 
had done during his own Government; at preſent alſo, agreeable to your 
pleaſure, there is no ſcantineſs in his expenſes, and from the time of the 


; Company's garriſon entering Tanjore he is in the power of the Com- 

pany's people. 5 $7 | 5 7 
You write, that you again requeſt of me an order, directed to all my 1 
Amuldars, &c. in the Tanjore country, to relinquiſh all manner of au- A N 
thority in caſe they are required by you ſo to do, and to account with "= 
the perſons you ſhall name for all ſums collected ſince the day I received 4 4 
the Company's letter; and you alſo deſire to know the amount of the 9 

b orders on the Tanjore Country: this I have apprehended from the firſt * 
2p "conference I have had with you on this ſubject till now ; I have told you. 9 
- _ my pleaſure i in reſpect to my right to the Tanjore country, which is a 53 5 

part of the Carnatic, in one uniform manner, and. I have entreated you in ' ; 

_ the ſame manner in the above letter. | % | 

What ſhould I, &c... 1 . 

| To. the Nabobi 1 

Letter to the I have had the honour to receive your Highneſs's letter dated the ö a 
— 2 19th inſtant, and after having paid the moſt reſpectful attention to every "0 R 
argument you have pleaſed to enforce, I find myſelf obliged to obſerve, _* 

L N M 


( & ;) 
that the buſineſs of Tanjore has been well deliberated by my maſters, 
has been by them condemned, and their orders in conſequence were not 
delivered to me till after they had been laid before his G s Mini- 
ſters for their n 


Let me entreat your Highneſs to call to your reatembrance the dif- 
Beule you were able to encounter when your friends power was united 
to your own ; remember that union was in the cauſe of juſtice, and 
in that cauſe only can they be united. What rn. 58 attend 
even the appearance of a diſunion fla | 


My maſters gave you their ſupport when you were alike deſtitute of 
money and power; they will continue their ſupport to you, but the 
public faith is pledged to the Rajah of Tanjore as well as to your High- 
neſs ; and the orders to me are, That the country of Tanjore ſhall be 

again put into the poſſeſſion of the Rajah.” "281 


What words ſhall I uſe to induce your Highneſs to make this your 
own act, if all the arguments I have been able to ſuggeſt have not had 
their proper force? And with what an aching heart, after acting in con- 
cert with you through ſo many difficulties, ſhall I now carry the Com- 
pany's orders into effect by their authority alone! The world will 
juſtify me in the obedience I ſhew to the commands of my maſters ; and 
having never failed in the part of friendſhip, in reſpe& and in propriety 
of behaviour towards you, I truſt I ſhall now ſtand excuſed, after the 
preſſing manner I have ſo often urged your Highneſs to. do. that 
which is right and profes as n reſpecting 2d Intereſt as your 
dignity. | 
I — the honour to be, 

IT Your Highneſs's moſt obedient. 
Fort St. George, *; "i | 
22d March, 1776, . and moſt humble Servant, 


PIGOT. 
At 


Monday 25th 
March. 


Minute of the + 


Preſident, re- 
preſentin 
the neceſſity 
of executing 
the Com- 
ny's or- 
ers, and pro- 
© poling to pro- 
ceed to Tan- 
jore for that 


purpoſe, 


Motion in 
conſequence, 


Agreed una. 


gimonſly, 


( 88.) 
At a Conſultation. Preſent as before. 


THE Preſident judging from this letter of the Nabob's, entered in 


laſt conſultation, that he will not give his conſent to our carrying into 


execution the orders of the Company reſpecting Tanjore, and the ſtate 
of the crops in that country not admitting 'of any further delay ; he, 
the Preſident, has ordered palanqueen boys on the road, and with the 
approbation of the Board will-ſet our for Tanjore the goth March, 
to carry the orders of the Company into effect, by placing the Rajah of 
Tanjore in the full poſſeſſion and management of the n. 


The ſafety of Tanjore, and the ſecurity of the Rajah and his family, 
appearing to make it neceſſary, not only that an Engliſh garriſon ſhould 
be in the fort, but that the country alſo be protected by the I $ 


troops 3 


Reſolved, therefore, to ſend another battalion of Seapoys to the ſouth- 
ward, the better to enable the Rajah of Tanjore to collect in his reve- 
nues, if this meaſure proves agreeable to him. 


The ſafety of the Carnatic depends upon a well diſciplined force, 


regularly paid, being kept up; the particular ſafety and quiet of 
- every individual ſeems to require that no other force ſhould be kept up; 


and theſe conſiderations induce the Board to wiſh that the Rajah of 
Tanjore may join them in their endeavours to place * 2 in this 


The Preſident then moves the following queſtion: 


« Whether it is proper and neceſſary for him to | 80 to W 475 for 
the reaſon ſet forth in this minute.” 


Agreed unanimouſly in the affirmative. 


Second 
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Second motion from the Preſident, 


Reſolved, 
« That the Governor may take whatſoever ſervants of the Company 


« he chates with him to Tanjore, either civil or military.“ 
Carried in the affirmative. 


Mr. Mackay nd Mr. Jourdan againſt the motion. 


Sir Robert Fletcher has no objection to the Governor's carrying any 
ſcrvants of the Company with him to Tanjore as aſſiſtants, provided 
they are not Members of this Board. 


The Commiſſion of Coremmatk as well as that of the Commander in 
Chief being now read; 


Reſolved, 


« That in virtue of that Commiltica of e the Governor ſetlemen 


“ holds the ſame authority when preſent in any fort, factory, or 
e ſettlement under this Frebidency, that he does when preſent in Fort 
St. George.“ 

Carried in the affirmative. 


Mr. Mackay and Mr. Jourdan againſt the reſolution. 


Sir Robert Fletcher. I think it contrary to the conſtitution of the 
ſervice, and ſubverſive of the powers and authority of the Commander 
in Chief of the army, ſet forth in his commiſſion, that the Governor of 
Fort St. George ſhould hold any military command out of the garriſon 
of Fort St. George, excepting over his own guard, which is to attend 
him agreeably to the Company's late orders. 


Reſolved, 
* That ſuch guard as the Governor thinks neceſſary ſhall attend him.” 
Z Sir 


Second Mo- 
tion—The 
Governor to 
take whomſo- 
ever hechuſes 


Carried for 
the motion. 
Meſſrs. Mac- 
kay and Jour- 
dan againſt 
the motion. 
Sir Robert 


Fletcher's 


minute. 


Meſirs. Mac- 
kay and Jour- | 
din againſt 
the reſolu- 


tion. 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher's 
mi nute 
againſt the 
reſolution, 


Sir Robert 
F letcher's 
motion for a 
deputation 
from the 


Board. 


Meſſrs. Mac- 
kay, Jourdan, 
and Palmer, 
for the mo- 
tion. 

Carried a- 
gainſt the mo · 


tion. 


Col. 


ordered to put | 


himſelf under 
the command 
of Lord Pigot 
in Tanjore. 


Wo" 
* 


1 
Sir Robert Fletcher thinks that his Lordſhip ought not to 80 without 
a deputation from the Board; he therefore moves, 


« That at leaſt two Members of * Council be joined with the Pre- 
& fident i = a depuration.” 


Mr, Mackay, Mr. Jourdan, and Mr. Palmer, for the motion, 
Carried in the negative by a majority of the Board. 


Mr. Mackay and Mr. Jourdan will give their reaſons for the Votes 
they have given, 


Sir Robert Fletcher diſſents from the aforegoing reſolution, and will 
give his reaſons in writing, | | 


| Ordered, 
That the Governor be furniſhed with ſuch parts of the laſt letters 


from England as relate to Tanjore. 


In conſequence of the aforegoing reſolutions the following letter 
is now wrote to Colonel Harper, 


To Licutenant-Colonel Harper, commanding at T, anjore. 


SIR, 
You are hereby directed, on the arrival of the Right Honourable 
Lord Pigot at Tanjore, to put yourſelf under his command, and 
follow all ſuch orders as you ſhall from time to time receive from him. 


We are, Sir, 


Fort St. George, 


25th March, 1776. Your moſt humble ſervants, 


P I s O T, &c. Council. 
Sir Robert Fletcher oe to the above letter. 


At 


4 


At a Conſultation. Preſent as before. 


THE Preſident lays before the Board the following letter which he 
has received from the Nabob, together with his anſwer in conſequence. 


From the NaBoB, dated the 25th March, 1776. 
Received Ditto —— Ditto — Ditto. 


I Have received your favour of the 22d inſtant, and been made 
acquainted with its contents. You ſay, that the buſineſs of Tanjore 
had been well deliberated by your maſters, and that their orders were 
not delivered to you till they had been laid before his Majeſty's 
Miniſters for their approval, In my letter to you of the 22d 


January laſt, I gave you a very circumſtantial account of the bad 
conduct of Tuljaujce, of his connexion with Hyder Ally Cawn and 


the Marattas, and his ſelling diſtricts to the Dutch and other nations, 
with a view of ſupporting his independence by their aſſiſtance ; all 
which were detrimental to my honour and the peace of the Carnatic.s 
How then could the Directors give you ſuch orders? If, after being 


fully informed of att theſe particulars, they had made this demand 


from their old friend and ally, I ſhould have. been convinced, that it 
was the reſult of a mature deliberation and a knowledge of facts; but 
this had not been the caſe, If the Company are not made acquainted 
by their agents abroad of the tranſactions that happen here, how is it 
in their power to lay an account of them before his Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters for their approbation ? | 


Lou ſay that you are determined to execute the orders your maſters 
have intruſted you with relative to Tanjore. I have already wrote to 
them on this ſubject, and rely upon their equity and juſtice for the 
determination of it. What I have to requeſt of you is, that you will 

not 


Thurſday, 
28th March. 


Letter 


from the Na- 
bob, in repl 
to the Pref. 
dent's letter 
of the 224 
inſt, continu- 
ing to urge 
his former ar- 
guments 
againſt deli- 
vering up the 
country of 
Tanjore. 


* This let- 
ter has not 
yet reached 
the Directors, 
by which 
they could 
have been in- 
formed, that 
Tuljaujee 
had no right 
to at in the 
manner he 
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not interfere, or act in any manner which may be detrimental to my 
affairs in the Tanjore country, till an anſwer is received from Europe. 
— The revenues of that country have been made over to thoſe per- 
ſons who lent me money on account of the expedition againſt that 
place. | | 


You entreat of me to call to my remembrance the difficulties I was 
able to encounter when my friends power was united to my own 
you deſire me to remember, that union was in the cauſe of juſtice, 
and that in that cauſe only they can be united ; and you beg of me to 
reflect what conſequences may attend even the appearance of a diſu- 


nion. I do remember that my father aſſiſted the Company in times 


of difficulty, that my triendſhip for them and the Engliſh Nation has 


never altered, and that I have ſhared with them both good and bad 


fortune. The remembrance of theſe things ever gives me pleaſure. 
The Company, it is true, have ever conſidered my alliance and friend - 
ſhip for them, and have favoured me with their aſfiſtance. 1 and my 
children ſhall never, as long as we are eſtabliſhed in this country, 
forget our obligations to them; and we (hall on our part give them 
all the aſſiſtance in our power. The friendſhip ſhewn me by the Com- 
pany and the Engliſh Nation totally overcomes me ; my heart is full 
of the ſenſe of the obligations I am under to them, and the reliance 
on their future favours. What ideas can I then form of the bad con- 
ſequences which may attend the appearance of a diſunion between 
us? Ever ſince the beginning of my alliance with the Company, the 
fame af our mutual friendſhip has been ſo univerſally eſtabliſhed that 
nothing. can deſtroy it. | 5 


Lou ſay, Lour maſters gave me their ſupport when I was alike 
deſtitute of money and of power; that they will continue their ſupport 
to me, but that the public faith has been pledged to the Rajah as 
well as to me; and that your orders are, that the country of Tanjore 
ſhall be again pur into the poſſeſſion of the Rajah,” It is very certain 
the Company did grant me their aſſiſtance at a time I had expended 

all 
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all my mf and power in their ſupport. I and my children 


acknowledge our obligations to them for it, and ſtill hope for the 


continuance of their friendſhip, which they have ſolemnly promiſed in 
their letters to me, I depend likewiſe on the aſſurances of ſupporr 
made to me by the King of Great-Britain under his hand, 
wherein he informs me, that I am one of thoſe included in a treaty 
amongſt other crowned heads, This has alſo been confirmed to me by 
his Majeſty's Plenipotentaries, who had orders from him to do ſo, 
In my letter of the 22d January laſt I told you, that Purtaub Sing 


had forfeited. his right to the guarantee, and that his ſon Tuhavjee 
never could plead a right to that treaty. As to that part of your's 


where you mention your orders to put him in poſſeſſion of the Tan- 


jore country, it has been fully anſwered in the firſt paragraph of this 
letter, | 


You ſay, © That if all the arguments you have been able to ſug- 
geſt have not had their proper force, that you know not what words to 
make uſe of to induce me to make this my own act; and you add, 
with what aching heart ſhall you be obliged, after acting with me 
through ſo many difficulties, to carry the Company's orders into exe- 
cution by their authority alone.“ I am really at a loſs to anſwer 
this, after having laid before you, as I have done, the diſgrace and 
loſs which muſt be the conſequence of my complying with your 
requeſt, and intreated you in the name of the King and Parliament 


of Great-Britain, the Engliſh Nation, and the Company, to wait till 
an anſwer 1s received from Europe before you put your orders into 


execution, I know not how I am to make you ſenſible of the ſor- 
rows that afflict my heart, 


You conclude by ſaying, The world will juſtify you in the obedi- 
ence you ſhew to the commands of your maſters ; and that having 
never failed in the part of friendſhip, reſpect, or propriety of behaviour 
towards me, you cruſt you ſhall now ſtand excuſed, after the preſſing 


A 2 | manner 
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manner you have ſo often urged me to do that which is right and pro- 
per, as well reſpecting my interefts as my dignity.” 


When I conſider the juſtice and upright diſpoſition of- the Engliſh 
Nation, I am led to hope, that as long as you, my friend, do not act 
in any way contrary to juſtice, or attack the rights of an old friend 
of the Company, and do not diſtreſs an ally of the King of Great- 
Britain; but, on the contrary, ſhall preſerve my right and honour, 
which may be conſidered as thoſe of your King and Nation; I ſay L 
am led to hope your conduct will ſtand excuſed before them. 


Since the aſſurances the King of Great-Britain and the Company have 


made to ſupport and defend me are well known to all Princes of Hindoſ- 
tan, your preſerving their good fame in this reſpect will be the ſource 
of new honour and dignity to you ; I hope therefore you will be fo 


kind as ever to conſider mein the ſame light of a friend to the Company. 


What can I ſay more ? 
To the Nabob. 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 
THE honour I have in acknowledging the receipt of your letter of 


the 25th, gives me another opportunity of expreſſing my defire to 


execute the orders of the Company as comformable to your wiſhes as 
the faith of my nation and my duty to my employers will admit. 


I am, with the greateſt reſpe& and eſteem, 
\ Your Highneſs's moſt obliged and obedient humble ſervant, 
Fort St. George, PIGOT. 
27th March, 1776. | 


3 | once 


5 
% 
= 
* | * 
# k 
£ 
4 
1 4 
3 
* 1 1 
v4 ; 
N 
1 


4 , — s 
* 5 7 4 = 
1 4 2 2 fk n | S gan 
* r CDS 7 3. r Nn ** oy . 


_ 
a * 


(. 95: ) 


Since reading the aforegoing the following letter has been received 
from the Nabob. 


From the Nabob, dated 28th March, 1776. 


Received Ditto — = Ditto — Ditto. 


I RECEIVED your letter of the 2 7th inſt. which Thave anſwered alrea- 


dy,and givenyouevery argument I could ſuggeſt! in my favour. I now once 
more beg leave to repeat, that I can never give up what is my right; but 
as my whole dependence is upon the Engliſh Nation and Company, whom 
I look upon as my beſt friends, I conſent to ſet apart, after diſcharg- 
ing the debt I have contracted, and paying the troops garriſoned, 
beſides the other neceſſary expenſes of Government, whatever over- 
plus may ariſe from the collections in the Tanjore country, which 
ſhall remain untouched till an anſwer is received from Europe. The 
difference between your requeſt and mine is this; you inſiſt on 
executing, the Company's orders forcibly and againſt my conſent, 
whereas I am willing to wait till an anſwer is received from them be- 
fore I give it up. You will, I hope, liſten to the requeſt of an old 
friend 


What ſhall I ſay more? 


At a Conſultation. Preſent as before. 


MR. MACK AV, Mr. Jourdan, Mr. Palmer, and Sir Robert Flet- 
cher, now deliver in the following diſſents to the reſolutions of Council, 
Monday the 25th inſtant. 


The following are my reaſons for the votes I gave on the ſeveral 


queſtions put by the Preſident to the Members of the Board at the 
_ laſt conſultation. 


J aſſented 


From the 
Nabob. He 
perſiſts in re- 
fuſing to re- 
fign the 
country of 
Tanjore till 
furtherorders 
arrive from ; 
the Com- 


1. 


Friday, 
29th March. 


Mr. Mack - 
ay's minute 


and diſſent to 


the reſoluti - 
ons on the 
queſtions put 
by the Preſi- 
dent laſt 
conſultations. 


1 99 


I aſſented to the firſt queſtion, © That it was proper and necef- 
ce fary the Preſident ſhould go to Tanjore to carry the orders of the Court of 
C Directors into execution, by putting the Rajah in poſſeſſion of his country,” 
in hopes that another queſtion would be carried in the affirmative ; viz, 
that a deputation from the Council would accompany him, and I explained 7 
myſelf at the Board. I thought that a buſineſs of ſo much importance, 2A 
as taking a country of about a million ſterling a year from the Nabob, 
and giving it to the Rajah, required ſuch a deputation; and as a mili- = 

tary force might be neceſſary to put the Rajah in poſſeſſion, and the 2 
principal part of the treaty to be made with him was millitary arrange- | 
ment, I was of opinion, that the military Commander in Chief ought 2 
ro be a member of that deputation. Had the Court of Directors = 

Judged it neceſſary to leave the management of this buſineſs ſolely to te 
Prefident, their orders I imagine would have expreſſed it; and therefore 
our giving him greater powers than the Court of DireCtors have done, is 

in my opinion inconſiſtent with our duty to the Company, and with = 
what we owe to ourſelves, The precedent is dangerous, and may be uſed | 
to bad purpoſes. Could the Prefident by going alone render any effen- | — 
tial ſervice to the Company which he could not do at the head of a de- N 
putation, I ſhould not have objected to ſuch extraordinary powers being 
given him for a time; but as I am certain he cannot, I am againſt his 
going without a deputation. I put my negative on the ſecond queſtion, 
that the Preſident might take whatſoever ſervants of the Company either civil 
or military he chuſes with him to Tanjore, becauſe it is too general, the 

Board having determined that the Prefident ſhall go on this ſervice. It 
would be abſurd to ſuppoſe that any objections could be made to his 
having every proper aſſiſtance; but, by their reſolution, he may if he 
chuſes carry with him Members of the Council, and the Commander 

in Chief. The firſt I think ſhould never be employed on a ſervice where 

| they have not a ſhare in the management, nor the laſt where he does 

not command. 


My 
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My objections to the third queſtion, That the Preſident has the ſame 
authority when preſent in any fort, factory, or ſettlement under this Preſidency, 


that he has in Fort St. George, are, that it appears to me, by the late 
orders and regulations the Preſident cannot have any military command 


out of this garriſon, except over his own guard; and this, I am of opi- 
nion, was given him out of compliment to his ſtation, and not for any 


military operations. By the reſolutions of the Board, which compre- 
hend Tanjore within the meaning of the words of the Commiſſion of 
Government, ia any fort, faftory, or ſettlement under this Preſidency ;, and 
by the Preſident's being allowed to take with him ſuch a guard as he 
thinks neceſſary to attend him, one battalion of Europeans, three battalions 
of Seapoys, a troop of Horſe, and a company of Artillery, are put under 


his command, At any time hereafter, when a majority of the Board 7 
may think it proper that the Prefident ſhould go to any places on this 


Coaſt, whether belonging to the Company, the Nabob, or the Rajah 
of Tanjore, the ſame reaſons will hold good for putting every part of 
the army under his command : this appears to me contrary to the orders 
of the Court of Directors, and to the commiſſion they have given to 
their military Commander in Chief. | 


I agreed to the firſt queſtion, in the idea that the Right Honourable 


the Prefident would have ſome Members of the Board added in depus 


tation by a ſubſequent motion. 


I objected to the ſecond, becauſe 1 thought the Prefident ought to 
have applied for the particular perfons, in which caſe I did not n 


any objection could have been made. 


I explained myſelf in the debate touching the third queſtion, that 
I thought in ſuch places as any civil ſervants of the Company exerciſed 
military authority, the military authority of the Governor ought to 


ſuperſede that of the Chiefs; but that in all other places, where the 


military authority of the Chiefs could not extend, that of the Governor 
could not exiſt, and conſequently that the Governor could not exerciſe a 
Bb military 


Mr. Jour- 
dan's minute 
and diflent to 
the Reſolu- 


tions on the 


Motions of 


the Preſident, - 


Mr. Palmer's - 


difſent to the 
reſolution of 
the Board 5 
that nodepu- 
tation ſhall 
with the 
Preſident. 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher's 
diſſent to the 


reſolution of 


the Board laſt 
conſ ultation 
reſpecting the 
buſineſs of 
Tanjore. 


r 


military authority in. Tanjore, &c. I founded this opinion upon the 


orders of the Company, which confine the military powers of the Go- 


vernor to Fort St. George, and that of the Chiefs to their reſpeRive 


forts. 


I diſſent from the reſolution of the Board for rejecting the appoint- 
ment of a deputation to accompany the Governor, becauſe the meaſure 


appears to me unconſtitutional; becauſe every Member of the Govern- 


ment conſenting to the preſent mode, is hereby rendered accountable for 
meaſures on which he cannot even adviſe, much leſs vote; and becauſe 
ſuch a precedent may be thereby eſtabliſhed as may be hereafter quoted, 
and may influence future Councils to the danger and detriment of. the: 


fervice.. 


I have only to add, that T have not conſented'to the preſent reſolu-- 
tion. I cannot hold myſelf reſponſible for any TILT to which L 
have not given, or cannot give my aſſent. 


Although TY PAO the higheſt opinion of. his Lordſhip's abilities, 
I was for a deputation of the Board accompanying him; becaufe I think. 
the buſineſs his Lordſhip is now going upon of fuch conſequence, as 
may require the aſſiſtance and advice of ſome. of the members of the 
Board ; I therefore confider myſelf as not anſwerable for. any meaſures. 
that may be taken by this. mode's being adopted. 


I diſſent from the reſolutions of the Board reſpecting the buſineſs of 
Tanjore, as they ſtand recorded in the conſultation of Monday the 2 St 
inſtant. 


Becauſe, although I aſſented to the firſt, e That it is proper for the 


% Preſident to go to. Tanjore for the reaſons ſet forth in his minute,“ 


yet I declared in the debate, that I did ſo upon the idea that more 
members of the Council would upon a ſubſequent motion be joined 


with 
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with the Prefident, under expreſs and particular inſtructions ſigned by 
the Board; but the mode which the Board has finally reſolved upon 
is without example, and ſhould it be drawn into a precedent hereafter, 
it may in its conſequences ſerve more to forward the pernicious ſchemes 
of individuals than the honour and intereſt of the public. I think my- 
ſelf bound to declare my opinion, that we cannot legally and conſtitu- 
tionally veſt in a deputation an undefined and unlimited power; nor 
ſhall T ever hold myſelf juſtified in conſenting to a delegation of the 
powers of this Board: but 1 in caſe of * e which the 2 
is not. 


By the ſecond reſolution the Prefident may carry with him in ſubor- 
ctinate ſtations members of the Government, who are by the Company's 
orders ſpecially and by name joined with him as principals in the buſi- 


neſs of the commiſſion which he is going to execute, and are bound, in 


my opinion, either to act as principals at Tanjore or at the Board, by 
holding a regular correſpondence, and ſending orders to the — 
as ane may require. | 


The third reſolution ſeems to me totally to ſubvert the preſent con- 
ſtitution of the Company, at once to fruſtrate and elude the late orders 
and regulations of the General Court, and to ſuperſede the Commiſſions 
of the Commander in Chief of the forces in India, as well as that of the 
Commander in Chief. on this Coaſt. The Commiſſion of Government 
is the Commiſſion of the whole Board, and gives no ſeparate. authority 
whatever to the Governor. The only military authority which, by the 
Company's orders, the Governor can hold when he ſhall be abſent from 
Fort St. George, is the command of his own guard, which is particu- 
larly and poſitively expreſſed in the late orders of the General Court; 
but the preſent reſolution, and the letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, 
which follows and is grounded upon it, ſuperſedes thoſe orders, and 
gives an unlimited and abſolute military power to the Governor over. 
every, part. of, the army in their different cantonments ; whereas even in 

2 Fort 


Lord Pigot 
F off for 
Tayjore. 


44th April, 


'Letter-from 
Lord Pigot; 
arrives at 
Tanjore. 


Cay. : 


Fort St. George, where, and where alone, the Governor has a mititary 
commiſſion, his military power is limited and defined by#he 42d ar- 
ticle of the late orders, | 


Mr. Dalrymple informs the Board he ſhall find it * to deli 


ver in ſome obſervations on the eee minute. 


The Right Honourable the Preſident * the Board, that he 


means to take Mr. Dalrymple and Mr. Jourdan, Mr. Chambers as In- 
terpreter, and Captain Wood, his Town-Major, to Tanjore. 


zoth. This evening the Right Honourable Lord Pigot ſet off * 
Tanjore, accompanied by Meſſieurs Dalrymple and Jourdan, Mr. 
Chambers and Captain Wood. 


At a Conſiiltation, Preſent as before. 
12th. Came in the following Letter from Lord Pigot. 
To George Stratton, Eſq. &c. Council of Fort St. George. 


GENTLEMEN, 
1 ARRIVED at this place about ꝙ &clock this morning, and have 


ſeen the Rajah. I hope very ſoon to be able to acquaint you of my 
having executed my commiſſion in ſuch a manner as will bs fatis- 


Any: 


factory. 


I am, 
Gentlemen, 
TLTanjore, | I ' Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
8th April, 1776. g 


PIGOT. 
At 
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At a Conſultation, 


P N E S E N T., 


George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident. 


John Maxwell Stone 
George n, 
Archdale Palmer 


Mr. Brooke indiſpoſed. 
Lord Pigot, Mr. Dalrymple, and Mr. Jourdan, abſent on ſervice. 


George Dawſon 
Claud Ruſſell 


The Minutes of laſt Conſultation read. 


READ the following letter from ba Pigot, received on the 17th, 


together with the letter from the Rajah of Tanjore, and the public or- 


ders iſſued at Tanjore on the day the Rajah went in proceſſion round 
the fort. 


To George Stratton, Eſq. &c. Comvcil at Fort St. George. 
GENTLEMEN, 


ON Thurſday laſt the Rajah of Tanjore went in proceſſion round 


the town, and encloſed is copy of the public orders 1 eg proper to 
iſſue that day. 


I have the pleaſure to encloſe alſo the tranſlation of a letter from the 


Rajah, which I flatter myſelf will be entirely to the ſatisfaction of the 
Company. 


In the latter part of the Rajah's letter bs has remarked that Devy 
Cotah has no country annexed to it, and he has expreſſed a defire that 


Cc the 


- Wedneſday 
24th April, 


Letter from 
Lord Pigot, 
encloſing co- 
py of the or- 
ders iſſued at 
Tanjore on 
the reſtora- 
tion of the 
Rajah, and 
letter fr n 
him on that 
occaſion. 


Orders iſſued 
at Tanjore, 
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the Company will take what they think proper; but this being con- 
trary to their expreſs orders, I have refuſed-. 


With reſpe&t to the grain which the Rajah may collect more than 
he thinks neceſſary for the conſumption of this country, I doubt not 


you will agree with me, for the reaſons he aſſigns, that it would be quite 


proper to purchaſe the ſame for the Company's account; he. ac-- 


quaints me he will convey it near to ſome of the ſea ports. 


I am, 


Gentlemen, 8 


Tanjore, our moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


13th April, 1776. | 


The Right Honourable the Lord Pigot, Preſident of the Council for affairs of 


the Eaſt-India Company on the Coaſt of Coromandel, &c. Governor of Fort 
$t. George. TEA 


— * 


To all whom it may concern, 


WHEREAS a treaty was concluded in the year 1762 between the 


Nabob-of the Carnatic.and the Rajah of Tanjore, to which treaty the 
Engliſh became guarantee; and whereas, in direct violation of the above 
treaty, the troops of the Eaſt· India Company, at the inſtigation of the 
ſaid Nabob, did remove the Rajah from his Government; the Eaſt-India 
Company, difapproving the conduct of their ſervants, have thought 


proper to require that the Rajah be again reſtored; and in virtue of the 


orders of the ſaid Company, all officers civil and military, and all per- 
ſons under the protection of the ſaid Company, are hereby required to 
confider the Rajah of Taryore as again reſtored to the Government of 

| | his 


* 


r = 
his country, in the full extent of that Government at the concluſion of 
the treaty in 1762, and to give him all proper aid and affiſtance. 


Dated in Tanjore, the 11th April, 1776. 
(Signed) PIGOT. 


From the Rajah of Tagjore. 


THE ſatisfaction I feel on occaſion of ſuch a friendſhip and extra- 
ordinary juſtice as the Company have diſplayed towards me 1s ſo great, 
that were I to begin to tell you what my mind conceives on the occaſion, 
the ſubje& would never have an end; had I a thouſand: tongues they 
could not expreſs my gratitude. . When I had an interview with your 
Lordſhip I opened to you the ſentiments of my heart; but as mere ver- 


bal declarations on this head are inſufficient, I have thought it proper - 


to write you a letter. 


I ſhall ever conſider myſelf as nouriſhed and protected by the Com- 
pany, and ſhall therefore never aſſiſt or ſuccour their enemies. No 
meaſure ſhall ever proceed from me thar is contrary to their intereſts, 
nor will I ever ſet on foot any connexion with other powers without 
the Company's conſent. This I have written as a means of increaſing 
the friendſhip that is between us. In the prefent condition of my 


country the placing a garriſon of the Engliſh troops in the fort and 


city of Tanjore is exceedingly neceſſary; but beſides this garriſon, if 
the Company will allow ſome more troops likewiſe for the protection 
of my whole country, this alſo will be highly proper. If by the favour 


of heaven this be put in execution, neither I nor any of my family will 
need to apprehend that the calamities of war will fall upon this coun- 
try again; and if the Company will only favour me thus far, I will 
with pleaſure aſſign them out of my revenues the ſum of four Lacks of 


Pagodas per annum for their military expenſes; the mode of pay- 


27 | ment 
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ment as follows; November 20,000, December 40, ooo, January 
40,000, February 100,000, March 100,000, April 100,000. 


For my-body guard T ſhall keep a body of -men from one hundred 


to five hundred, and I want not to have one man either of horſe or foot 


more than that number. 


As my finances are in utter diſorder, and the ſtate of my country all 


in confuſion, I muſt throw myſelf on the Company for my preſent ſup- 
port; I therefore wiſh them to buy of me at a reaſonable rate all 
the grain of the preſent year, excepting what my country may be in need 
of; by this meaſure the Company will not be burthened, and I ſhall - 


be enabled to defray the expenſes of my government without running 
in debt. 


Finally, as the fort of Devy Cotah has no country annexed to it, I 


beg the Company will take what they think proper as a dependency 


thereon. | 


The country of Tanjore is the Company's, I hand only to beg that 
they will preſerve. my honour. 


The offer of the Rajah of Tanjore to allow four Lacks of Pagodas 
annually for the expenſe of the troops to be kept for the protection of 
his fort and country, does not in our opinion correſpond with the or- 


ders of the Company, which direct, that the garriſon of thefort of Tan- 


jore ſhould be aſcertained, and the expenſe be defrayed by the Rajah, 
according to particular and regular accounts to be delivered to him; 
we are therefore of opinion the Rajah ſhould be informed, that when 
the ſtrength of the garriſon ſhall be determined by the Board, no more 
of this ſum than is ſufficient to defray the expenſe of it ſhall be requir- 
ed from him; but that, if he defires it, ſuch a force for the protection of 

| the 
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the country ſhall be kept up by the enen as he chules to provide 


funds for. 


With reſpect to the laſt paragraph of Lord Pigot's 1 the Preſi- 


dent collects the ſeparate opinions of the members of the Board as 
e | 


Mr. Mackay lis" no objection to EPR from the Rajah what 
paddy he may have to difpoſe of, provided it is not grain mortgsged 


by the Nabob to individuals whilſt he had the Government of the Tan- 


Jore country.; he thinks zhat grain ſhould. not be diſpoſed of, nor med- 
dled with, until the Board have. time to take the matter into conſi- 
deration ; if it is, he does not think. himſelf reſponſible for the conſe-- 


quences. 


Mr. Palmer is of the ſame opinion with Mr. Mackay. 


Mr. Stone thinks, that, for the 3 given, by:the Rajah, it will be 


proper to purchaſe on the Company's account whatever paddy he can 


collect more than may be. neceſſary for the conſumption of his own 
country. 


Mr. Ruſſell is of opinion, that for the reaſons given by the Rajah, as 


well as becauſe there is great proſpect of its being much wanted, it will 


Separate opi- 
nions reſpect- 
ing the pur- 
chaſe of grain 
from the Ra- 


Jab of Tan- 


Jore. 
Mr. Mackay's 
opinion. 


Me. Palmer's 


Opinion. 
Mr. Stone's. 
opinion. 


Mr. Ruſſell's 


opinion. 


be proper to purehaſe on the Company's account as much grain as the. 15 


Tanjore country can ſpare from its own conſumption. . 


Mr. Dawſon joins in opinion with Mr. Stone, with this addition, 
* and that he may have a right to diſpoſe of.“ 


Sir Robert Fletcher is of opinion, that the grain mortgaged or aſſigned 


by the Nabob to W ought not to be diſpoſed of or meddled 


Dd: with, 


Mr. Dawſon's. 
opinion. 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher's 9 


pinion. 
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with, either by us or by the Rajah, until that matter ſhall have been 
.confidered and determined in Council. Sir Robert has no objection to 
the purchaſe of any other grain on the Company's account, as far as 
the proper officer is of opinion that the Company want grain. And 
| further than this, Sir Robert Fletcher declares himſelf in no ſhape re- 
1 | | ſponſible for any meaſures that may be taken reſpecting the grain in 
. the Tanjore country. | | 


The Preſi- The Prefident is of opinion, that it is quite proper, for the reaſons 
dent's opi- aſſigned by the Rajah, to purchaſe on the Company's account whatever 
grain the Rajah may collect more than he thinks neceſſary for the con- 
ſumption of his country. i 


Agreed that a letter be wrote to Lord Pigot conformable to the opi- 
nions of the majority on the aforegoing queſtion. 


Sir Robert Fletcher informs the Board he has founded the opinion he 
Has given upon undoubted information, that a great part of the grain 
now in the Tanjore country has been affigned by the Nabob to his 
creditors, ſome of whom are Britiſh ſubjects. 


Read letter from Mr. Paul Benfield. 


To George Stratton Eſq. Sc. Council of Fort St. George. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Tai from I W AS in hopes I ſhould not have had occafion to addreſs you 
repreſenting on the ſubje& of my claims on the Tanjore country, for loans to the 


his claims UP- Nabob Waw Law Jaw while that country. was under his government, 


ontheTanjore | F 
Country, for as I flattered myſelf no change occaſioned by the orders of the Com- 


Þ og wer pany would have affected the concerns of individuals, entered into with 
good 


6107) 
good faith and confidence in the Government that ſuhſiſted at chat 


I attended the Right Honourable the Preſident to Tagjore, to be 
at hand to explain to him any particulars he might wiſh to know re- 
garding my concerns. After proclamation of the Rajah I thought it ne- 
ceſſary to addreſs his Lordſhip as follows: 


MY LORD, 


« UNDERSTANDING that your Lordſhip hath cauſed procla- 
< mations to be made, directing all the inhabitants of the Tanjore 
countries to obey the Rajah as their Prince, I have the honour to ac- 
« quaint your Lordſhip, that the Nabob Waw Law Jaw Behauder, for 
money lent to him, did aſſign over and mortgage to me the produce 
« of the Suba or diſtrit-of Munnoorgoody, until the ſame ſhould be 
« diſcharged; the amount is about three hundred and ſeventy thouſand 
« Pagodas; and as a further ſecurity he ordered the grain belonging to 
the Circar to be depoſited with me as collected. Alſo I have the 
Nabob's orders for the payment of twenty thouſand Pagodas in 
« the Suba or diſtrict of Papanaſhem, and lte thouſand Pagodas aon 

1 Puttcotah, for caſh lent him.“ | 


ral diſtricts, for * made u to them through the Circar, to the amount 
of about one hundred and twenty thouſand Pagodas, to enable them 
to carry on the cultivation, payable from the inhabitants' ſhares of the : 
1 8 crop, according to the cuſtom of the — 


I have moreover grain in ſeveral parts of the country, and gebts 
due to me from many of the inhabitants, amounting together to 
about ſixty thouſand Pagodas. | 


6 I un- 


4 1d 9 


J enderflant the people in authority gen the Nabob are not yet 
removed from the ſtations in the ſeveral diſtricts, and I truſt, when. a 
change ſhall take place, that the Juſtice, of) your Lordſhip 1 will ** to 
we Ws —_"_ of my moneys" 


ow with reſpect, be. 


Tanjore-Fort, 
13th April, 1776. 


P. S. © I acquainted your Lordſhip at Madras generalſy of my 
claims on the Tanjore Country, but for your Lordſhip's more particu=- 
lar information I have taken the liberty of making this addreſs.” 


25 the Right Hononrable- Land Pigot, Preſident 
8 Governor of. Fort St. George, at Tanjore. _ 


To. which I received the following ; anſwer. 
SIR. 


BEING authorized only to carry into execution the orders of the-- 
Court of Directors for reſtoring the Rajah of Tanjore, and being 
by thoſe orders commanded to aſſure the Rajah, in the Company's 
ame, | 1 


« That they will ſeverely puniſfi every Military Officer or 

* Company's ſervant, who ſhall in any reſpect interfere - 
* in the affairs of his Government, and to take eſpe= - 
ee cial care that the article be punctually fulfilled ;” 


I am unable without the aid and aſſiſtance of my Council to ſay - 
nee; in reply to the letter you haue been pleaſed to addreſs me 
under 
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under this date, than that I will on my return to Madras lay the 
ſame before them. 


1gth April 1776. | 
| | | Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


(signed) PIGOT. 

I replied to his Lordſhip = 

My LORD, 

I am honoured with your Lordſhip's letter. I cannot conceive that 
my ſetting forth to your Lordſhip my firſt claims on the Tanjore 
country, can be conſidered in any reſpect to interfere in the affairs of 
the Rajah's Government; or that it could be the intention of the 
Court of Directors, that by the execution of their orders I ſhould 
be deprived of my right. The mode propoſed by your Lordſhip 
will cauſe delay, and would be hurtful to my affairs, ſhould the 


revenues aſſigned ED be otherwiſe applied than paid to wy * 
who are in the different countries to receive them. EOS: | 


Tanjore Fort, ., ol I am with reſpect, &c. 
14th April, 1776. 


To the Right Hanourable Lord Pigot, Preſident | 
an Ge, f Fort St. George, at Taye e. 


„ 


1 TAKE the liberty of laying theſe * * you, in ful 8 
that you will afford all reaſonable aid and aſſiſtance to ſecure to me 
the recovery of my property, while the Right Honourable Preſident 
under your commiſſion remains in authority over thoſe countries. 1 
ſhall at any time be ready to gt before you ſufficient vouchers, &c. 


of my claims. ; | 
; Ee | | The 
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The urgency of my affairs will 1 hope anne fs the trouble. 
I give you. 


] am with reſpect, Gentlemen, 


Fort St. George, Your very devoted humble ſervant, | 


22d April, 1776. | 
5 42 N PAUL BENFIELD. 


| ThePrefident The Preſident moves, that a copy of Mr, Benfield's letter be 
a moves to de- 


fer the con- tranſmitted to Lord Pigot, and the conſideration of it deferred 


fideration of until his return. 
the above 


ur Mac- Mr. Mackay affents to the motion, - provided Lord Pigot is in- 
eg opinian. formed, that the grain mortgaged to Mr. Benfield be not meddled 
| with, either by him of the Rajah, until the Board have come to a 

_ - determination on it. 


Mr. Palmers Mr. Palmer is of the fame opinion of Mr. * 
= | . Stone for the motion. | 85 * 
Mr. Ruſſell. Mr. Ruſſell for the motion. 


Mr. Dawſon. Mr. Dawſon for the motion. 


Sir Robert Sir Robert Fletcher would have no objection to defer the conſidera- 
againſt the tion of Mr. Benfield's letter until the returh of Lord Pigot, but as he 
motion. thinks it may then be too late, he is againſt the motion. 


The Pre- The Prefident for the motion. 


a Sir Robert Fletcher delivers in the following minute. 
5 By 8 I lay 


N. 
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I lay before the Board the following, extract of military orders, 
iſſued the 16th inſtant by Lord Pigot, and ſent to me by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Harper. However ſenſibly I fee] my own diſagreeable ſituation, 
I forbear for the preſent to make any: remarks upon the. military 
authority which is now exerciſed by Lord Pigot. The injury done to my 
own commiſſion is immediate,, and muſt in conſequence equally 
affect that of the Commander in Chief of all the Honourable Com- 
pany's forces in India, to whom therefore I conſider it.as my indiſpenſ- 
able duty to report whatever relates to this important ſubject. 


Copy of General Orders iſſued in Tanjore the 16th inflant by Lord Pigot, 


* tranſmitted by Lieutenant-Cologel Harper io Brigadier-General 
Sir Robert Fletcher. 


THE company of artillery, under the command of Captain Mackay, 
with the ſecond battalion firſt brigade, commanded by Major Marcell, 
to hold themſelves in readineſs to march on Thurſday morning the 18th 
inſtant for Trichinopoly, leaving behind them one non-commiſſioned offi- 
cer, and twelve of the artillery, and three companies of Europeans, with 
their officers complete, who are to march to-morrow evening into the 
| Little fort, where quarters will be allowed them: the ſecond and twelve 
battalions of Seapoys are to march at the ſame time, and encamp in the 


Fauſſe Braye of the little fort, where they are to continue until further 
orders. | | 


Colonel Harper will order a diſtribution of thoſe places which can be 


eonverted into officers? quarters to be made to them. 


The hoſpital to be removed to Vellum, under the care of Doctors 


White and Wilſon, do continue, the firſt with this garriſon, ane the 
latter to proceed to Major Marcell's detachment. 


Captain 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher's 
minute,on the 
mili au- 
1 exer- 
ciſed by Lord 
Pigot, he lays 
betore the 
Board. 


Letter from 
the Nabob, 
complaining 
of the Com- 
pany's Eu- 
ropean caval - 
ry having 
ſeized his 
Dobbeer 
within the 
diſtrict of 
Trichino- 
poly- 
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Captain Cotgrave, with the battalion of Seapoys under his command, 
to hold themſelves in readineſs to march at the ſhorteſt notice. 


The Preſident lays before the Board the following letter which he has 
received from the Nabob. 


From the Natol to Mr. Stratton, acting Governor of Mad as, dated the 21h, 
and received the 22d April, 


M mind is full of trouble and uneaſineſs from the news I have re- 
ceived from Arialoor, which I now lay before you. My Amuldar at that 
place has informed me, that ſixty ofthe Company's European cavalry, with 
their officers, and ſome Seapnys, having ſuddenly paſſed the Cavery and 
C )leroon, came to Arialoor, a place under my Government, dependent 


on Trichinopoly, ſurrounded the houſes of Naro Pundit, (my Dob- 
beer) another perſon named Buchana, and others my ſervants, re- 


moved my guards by force, and placed European guards in their room, 
and carried the abovementioned perſons by violence and force of arms, 
in the ſame manner as priſoners are carried from an enemy's country, 
rogether with my public and private papers, to Lord Pigot in Tanjore. 
Lord Pigot's body guard coming iuto my country in an hoſtile manner, 
and carrying off my ſervants and papers by violence and force, is con- 
trary to the friendſhip, faith, and honour of the Company, who are my 
friends, and the protectors of my authority and rights in the govern- 
ment of my own country, is repugnant to tlie conditions and rights' of 
the guarantee of the Engliſh Nation, under which I am included, and to 
the rights of my alliance with the King of Great-Britain, By this pro- 
ceetling, not only my authority and the rights of my Government have 
been invaded, and the peace and ſecurity of my country diſturbed, but 
the honour of the whole body of the Englith Nation has been violated. 


The people of my country are confounded and perplexed; and I cannot 


find words to expreſs how much my authority and my rights, in the go- 
vernment and management of the affairs of my own country, have been 


wounded 


1 


wounded and weakened, I do not now know what my fixed and eſtab- 
liſhed rights are, or whether and how far they extend, or who among 
my people can have any reliance on my protection: in a word, I am 
ſo perplexed and uneaſy that I am not able to write more. You are 
ſenſible that I am entirely ignorant of the nature and extent of the autho- 
rity that has been veſted in Lord Pigot for conducting this buſineſs, but 
I hope my Engliſh friends will affiſt and ſupport me in all the rights of 


my Government, and will make my heart eaſy, by ſhewing their own 


regard to the dictates of juſtice. 
What can 1 ſay more? 


The Prefident acquaints the Board, that he has ſent a oy of the 


above letter from the Nabob to Lord Pigot. 


24th. Diſpatched the following letter to Lord Pigot : 


To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Sc. &c. 


MY LORD, 


WE have had the honour to receive your letters of the gth and 1 3th 
inſtant. 


The offer of the Rajah of Tanjore to allow four Lacks of Pagodas 
annually, for the expenſe of the troops to be kept for the protection of 
his fort and country, does not in our opinion correſpond with the orders 
of the Company, which direct, that the garriſon for the fort of Tanjore 
ſhould be aſcertained, and the expenſe defrayed by the Rajah, accord- 
ing to particular and regular accounts to be delivered to him. We are 
therefore of opinion that the Rajah ſhould be informed, that when the 
ſtrength of the garriſon ſhall be determined by the Board, no more of 
this ſum than is ſufficient to defray the expenſe of it ſhall be required 
from him; but chat, if he deſires it, ſuch a force for the protection of 
Ff the 


Letter to 
Lord Pigot. 
The opinion 
of the Board 
on the offers 
of the Rajah 
of Tanjore. 


29th April, 
1776, 


At Sir Robert 
Fletcher's in- 
ſtance, Mr. 
Dawſon ex- 

_ plains his opi- 
nion entered 
on conſulta- 
tion reſpect- 
ing the grain 
in the Tan- 
jore country. 


May 5th. 
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the country ſhall be kept up by the Company as he chuſes to pro- 
vide funds for. | 


Fd 


We acquieſce in opinion with your Lordſhip, that it is proper to pur- 
chaſe from the Rajah, on the Company's account, the grain he may 
collect more than he thinks neceſſary for the conſumption of his country. 


We have received a letter from Mr. Benfield, copy whereof we have 
the honour to encloſe you; we have reſolved to defer taking the ſame: 
into conſideration until your. Lordſhip's return. 


We are, my Lord, 
Fort St. George, Vour moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
24th April, 1776. GEO. STRATTON, &c. Council. 
At a Conſultation, 
P R E S E N T, 
George Stratton, Eſq, Preſident. 


Sir Robert Fletcher George Dawſon: 

Henry Brooke Claud Ruſſell 

John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
George Mackay. 


Lord Pigot, Mr. Dalrymple, and Mr. Jourdan, abſent on ſervice. 


Sir Robert Fletcher remarking, that it appeared doubtful whether the 
opinion given by Mr. Dawſon at the laſt Council, reſpecting the grain 
in the Tanjore country, agreed in opinion with Mr. Mackay, Mr. Pal- 
mer, and himſelf, or that of the other Members of the Board; 


Mr. Dawſon declares that his opinion was that of the latter. 


Lord Pigot, Meſſrs. Dalrymple and Jourdan, returned from Tanjore. 


(rs. ) 


At a Conſultation,. 
P LE SENT, 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton | Sir Robert Fletcher 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 

Claud Ruſſell | Alexander Dalrymple 
John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay.. 


The Minutes of laſt Conſultation read. 


The Prefident being returned from Tanjore, addreſſes the Board on 
that ſubject in the manner following: 


Having executed the commiſſion which you did me- the honour to 
entruſt to me, I now lay before you a diary, with the letters and other 
papers which I have thought it neceſſary to take notice of, and which 
have not already been laid before you. 


The ſentiments expreſſed in the general letter to the Court of 
Directors per Ankerwyke, with the unanimous concurrence of the 


Board at that time, as well as in conſultation the 25th March laſt, 


ſo clearly declare the expediency, not to ſay neceſſity, of having the 
whole military force in the Carnatic under the Company, and paid by 
them, that it gave me much ſatisfaction to find the Rajah of Tanjore 


very heartily concurted in the wiſh of the Board (conſultation 
25th March) that the Rajah might join them in their endeavours 


to place the Carnatic in ſuch a ſituation, that no other force ſhould be 


kept up but a well diſciplined - force regularly paid; and being ſenfible of 
the advantage of having his country thus protected by the Company, 
he requeſted their aſſiſtance to that effect, and offered to make an 
aſſignment 


Monday 13th. 
Ne 1770... 


Minute of the 
Preſident, 
ving an ac- 
giving of the 
execution of 
his commiſſi- 
on at Tanjore 
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aſſignment of 400, ooo Star — per: annum for that purpoſe ; w 
be paid, 


November - - - 20,000 « 
December - - 40,000 
January - 3 - 40,000 
1 - 100,000 
March — — - 100,000 
April - — 109000 
400, ooo 


From April to October the country yields little, that being the 
time for cultivation and repairs. The ſum here ſtipulated will afford 
not only a ſufficiency for defray ing the troops neceſſary for the pro- 
tection of the Tanjore country, but will alſo leave a balance, I hope, 
adequate to our military expenſes not paid by the Nabob; and J have 
the Rajah's aſſurances that this ſum is conſiderably leſs than what his 
military force uſually coſt him; ſo that under this head our wiſhes are 
completed. 


The conduct of the Nabob put it out of my power to take any 
meaſures to perſuade the Rajah to unite in promoting the other part 
of our plan, concerning the troops at preſent in his Highneſs's ſervice; 
indeed the Tanjore country is not in a condition to be burthened with 
any extraordinary charge at this time. 


Having ſettled the moſt eſſential matters with the Rajah, I thought 
it was proper before my departure to place the military where they 
would be beſt able to anſwer the purpoſes intended, and where the 
Gentoos would be the leaſt interrupted in their cuſtoms and ceremonies, 
and in that ſituation which would bear the leaſt appearance of the 
Rajah being under the conſtraint, ſo that he might be able to govern 

2 | © 7-000 
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his ſubjects with the fulleſt authority. The upper fort was very hap- 
pily fituated for theſe purpoſes ; Major Stevens the Engineer is of 
opinion it may be converted into a citadel at an caſy expenſe ; a ſmall 
garriſon will defend it, having a moſt excellent wet ditch and no out- 
works; and it will command the larger fortified town very effectually. 
This meaſure gave the Rajah the greateſt ſatisfaction, as it ſeparated 
the troops from his people; and the houſes in this fort being nearly 


deſtroyed, the few inhabitants remaining had the Rajah's orders to 


remove to the large town, .that the Engliſh troops might be the better 
accommodated. The conveniences being too few for the whole force 
then there, I ordered the Hoſpital to be removed to Vellum, and all the 
Europeans back to Trichinopoly, except three companies with their 
officers complete, and one non-commiſſioned officer and twelve artillery 
men; no time was to be loſt in doing this, or I ſhould have com- 
municated it to you before it was carried into execution. Mayor Stevens 
will I think have the plan of this fort in readineſs to lay before you in 
a very few days; I indeed defired him to confider it well. At prefent 
all the expenſe the Company is put to is in the charge of ſome Coolevs 
to level the mud walls of the inhabitants houſes. 


The revenues collected from the Tanjore country, during the time it 
has been in the hands of the Nabob, are I am informed as follows : 


Chuckrams. 


1774 = 29, oo, ooo 
1775 — * F5o; oo, ooo 
1776 „ 18, 60, 000 


Total 97, 50, ooo 


Out of this ſum is to be deducted the charges of collection, repairs 
of Tanks, &c. the amount whereof in the laſt year was about 
600,000 Chuckrams ; ſuppoſing this as a medium, the amount in three 

G g years 


Dobbeer's 
memoran- 
dum. 
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years will be 18, oo, ooo, deducted from 9, oo, ooo will leave 79, 50,000; 
which will be nearly the amount of what the Nabob has received from 
the Tanjore revenues, clear of all charges and expenſes whatever; 
an immenſe ſum— little leſs than 40,00,000 Pagodas. The revenues of 
this year will fall greatly ſhort of the uſual amount, occafioned by the 
diſtracted ſtate of the country, as repreſented in the following memo- 
randum, which was annexed to the accounts delivered to me by the 
Dobbeer, who informed me, that the balance for this year in grain and 
money amounts only to 5, 50,000 Chuckrams. | 


Though the above ſum of 5,50,000 Chuckrams occurs as a remainder: | 
due from the inhabitants on a general ſtatement of the revenue ac- 
counts, yet it cannot be conſidered as a balance which can ever be 
collected; for the month of April is near at an end, and yet the grain. 
from various impediments has not yet been fully reaped ; the conſe- 
quence of which has been, that a quantity of rain having fallen, the 
water ſtands two hands deep. in the paddy fields, and much- grain. is. 
damaged; no judgment therefore can be formed of the produce till. 
it is threſhed and meaſured. Now the eſtabliſhed cuſtom. of: the 
Tanjore country has hitherto been, to gather in the harveſt and com 


plete the collections within the month of March; but Tuncaws. and 


Toujees having been made out upon the country this year, to the 
amount of ſixty Lacks of Chuckrams, the inhabitants took the alarm, 
as conceiving the whole weight of this calamity would fall upon them. 
But this was not their only ſubject of apprehenſion; for they had received 
their advances of grain for ſeed, and other purpoſes of the Circar, in 
the beginning of the year, at the rate of 7 gold fanams per cullum, and 
now, according to the new aſſeſſment, they were to account for it 
with the Circar again at the rate of only 2+ gold fanams per cullum. 
They were now hard preſſed too for the payment of their balances of 
laſt year, which were calculated not from the produce, but from the 
aſſeſſment of the lands, as farmed out to them by the Circar. The Ameens 
alſo, having rated the lands above their real value, were continually 
f forcing 


C1 


forcing the people, by impriſonment and other acts of violence, to give 
them notes for the ſums computed by them (the Ameens) to be due, as 


though they had originally been farmed out to them at the rates now 
impoſed ; during which tranſactions they prohibited the cutting of the 


grain. Having thus procured theſe notes of part of the inhabitants, 
and reſolving that if the Rajah ſhould be reſtored he ſhould rn 
balance to collect, they delivered them over to the Tunkadaps, the 
regiments, &c. which increaſed their ſufferings. Such were the cir-- 
cumſtances which alarmed the inhabitants, and made them elope to 
Negapatam and the confines. of the ſea-port towns; and thus the 
harveſt was delayed till the month of March was over. But Nizam ud 
Dien Ahmed Cawn applied himſelf to the appeaſing the inhabi- 
tants, and diſpatched Cowls with the Cutcherry ſeal athxed into all: 
the Sobahs, aſſuring them that the notes which the Ameens had 
taken from them by violence ſhould be returned to them; that the 
lands ſhould no longer be rented to them as farms, but managed 
as Circar lands; that their-advances of grain, and the laſt year's ba- 
lances, ſhould be accounted for in the fame manner as this year's 
revenue; and finally, that they ſhould ſuffer no longer from Tunkadars . 
and Toujeedars.. By this means he recalled the people, returned them 
their notes, and fet the lands on the proper. footing but ſo great a 
delay in gathering in. the haryeſt having already taken place, and a. 
great deal of rain having alſo fallen in that interim, the inhabitants-. 
have of neceſſity. ſuffered a conſiderable loſs ; and on this account it: 


is that the above balance cannot be made good. 


Lord Picot's DIARY DURING His ABSENCE FROM THE PRESIDENCY». 


In the evening left Madras.. 


Overtook the 6th battalion: of Seapoys at Allamparva, and directed 


Captain Mackenzie to march round with them, ſo as not to enter the. 


French bounds. . 


Dined with Governor Law in Pondicherry, and in the evening 


arrived at the garden-houle of Fort St, David. 


Wrote _ 


1776, 
zoth March. 


iſt April. 


2d April. 


( _ ) 


4th April. Wrote to the Nabob, (No. 1.) and alſo to the Rajah of Tanjore 
(No. 2.) encloſed in a letter to Lieut. Col. Harper ; and in the evening 
proceeded through Cuddalore towards Tanjore, having ordered the 
troop on to Mootapollam, and the 6th battalion of Seapoys, which had 
again joined us, to make the beſt of their way towards Tanjore, | 


Ns. 1. 4 To the Nabob. 


Ws Na- 885 May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 
I WILL not offend with writing upon buſineſs ; but I cannot avoid 


thanking you for your great attention in writing to your Amuldars and 
ſervants, who have ſupplied me upon the road with every thing 


neceſſary. 


I am now at Cuddalore, and ſhall proceed on my journey in the 
aſternoon. 
I am, with great eſteem, 


Your Highneſs's moſt obedient humble ſervant, | 


Cuddalore, P IG OT. 


4th April, 1776. 


No. 2. To the Rajah of Tanjere. 
To the Rajah SIR | 
5 


of Taujore. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that I ſhall leave Cuddalore 
this evening, and I hope to arrive at Tanjore next Monday in the 


forenoon. 
Jam, 
S IR, 
Your moſt lene l bie ſervant, 
Cuddalofe, | P1GOT. 


4h April, 1776. 
4 


Received 
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( 


Received a letter from the Rajah of Tanjore (No. 3.) together with 7th April. 
a letter from Lieut, Col. Harper at Tanjore, dated the 6th, informing 
me, that Lieut. Burrows, with his regiment of the Nabob's cavalry, 
marched that morning to the Southward, and Lieut. Jordan with his 
at the ſame time for Arialoor, 


To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot. | No. 3. 
MY LORD, 
YOUR Lordfhip's highly eſteemed favour of the 4th inſtant was From the Ra- 


4 5 a 9 | 5 | | Jah of Tan- 
delivered to me to day by Lieut. Col. Harper. The thought of ſee- jore. 


ing your Lordſhip here fills my heart with an inexpreſſible joy. I cannot 
but repeat it again and again, that your Lordſhip ſhall always be 

eſteemed as my father; how happy then ſhall I be to ſee my be- 

nefactor and father, | 


J remain, with true veneration, 
Tanjore, MY LORD, 
6th April, 1776. Your Lordſhip's moſt obliged humble ſervant. 
In the morning was met by the Rajah of Tanjore's brother, and Sth 


proceeded with him to Tanjore, Where the: Rajah received me at the 
entrance of his palace. 


Wrote to Fort St. George, adviſing of my arrival, and hopes of 
_ executing my commiſhon-very ſoon. 


Appointed Capt. Robert Wood to act as my Aid de Camp. 


In the morning, complaint having been made that Comra, a oh. | 
Madras Dubaſh, had intruded himſelf laſt night at Eleven o'clock, | — 
Hh when 


11th April, 


12th 


( 122. ) 


when the Rajah was gone to ſleep, and behaved himſelf very impro- 
perly ; gave orders that he ſhould be chabucked upon the public 
parade, | | 


In the evening waited on the Rajah, and explained the orders I 
have received from the Company, and what were the wiſhes of myſelf 
and the Council of Fort St, George. The Rajah informed me that 
he was perfectly ſatisfied, only that he wiſhed to add ſome territory 
to the Company about Devy Cotah. I thanked him for his offer, but 
aſſured him I could not accept of any ſuch grant, as the Company 
had given poſitive orders not to extend their poſſeſſions. The Rajah 
{till preſſed the matter, and I oblerved to him, that my perſiſting in 
the refuſal would evince the fincerity of the Company's profeſſions, 


Preſented the Rajah with a horſe and a palanqueen, he having neither 
the one nor the other. | 


The Rajah this day went round the fort in proceſſion, and was ſalu- 
ted accordingly. Public orders were read at the head of the troops, 
requiring all perſons in the ſervice, or under the protection of the 
Company, to conſider the Rajah as reſtored to the Government of his 
country, in the full extent, of that Government at the concluſion of 
the treaty in 1762, and to give him all proper aid and aſſiſtance. 
Theſe orders having been tranſlated into the Maratta language, were 
again read in the evening, when I paid my compliments to the 


Rajah. 


Received a letter from the Rajah, (No. 4.) expreſſing his ſentiments 
of gratitude to the Company, deſiring they would not only garriſon 
Tanjore, but protect his whole country with their troops, and offering 
an aſſignment in that caſe of 400, ooo Star Pagodas per annum to defray 
the Company's military expenſes; making an offer of diſtricts around 
Devy Cotah ; and requeſting the Company would buy at a reaſonable 

price 
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price all the paddy he may receive more than ſhall be wanted in this 
country, for certain reaſons therein aſſigned. 


From the Rajah of Tanjore. 


THE ſatisfaction I feel on occaſion of ſuch friendſhip and extraordi- 
nary juſtice as the Company have diſplayed towards me is ſo great, that 
were I to begin to tell you what my mind conceives on the occaſion, 
the ſubject would never have an end; had I a thouſand tongues they 
could not expreſs my gratitude, When I had an interview with your 

Lordſhip I opened to you the ſentiments of my heart; but as mere 
verbal declarations on this head are inſufficient, I have thought it proper 
to write you a letter. | | 


I ſhall ever conſider myſelf as nouriſhed and protected by the 
Company, and ſhall therefore never aſſiſt or ſuccour their enemies. 


No meaſure ſhall ever proceed from me that is contrary to their inte- 


reſts, nor will I ever ſet on foot any connexion with other powers 
without the Company's conſent, This I have written as a means of 


increafing the friendſhip that is between us. 


In the preſent condition of my country, the placing a garriſon of the 
Engliſh troops in the fort and city of Tanjore is exceedingly neceſſary; 


but befides this garriſon, if the Company will allow ſome more troops 


likewiſe for the protection of my whole country, this alſo will be 
highly proper. If by the favour of heaven this be put in execution, 


neither I nor any of my family will need to apprehend that the cala- 


mities of war will fall upon this country again ; and if the Company 
will only favour me thus far, 1 will with pleaſure aſſign them out 
of my revenues the ſum of four Lacks of Pagodas per annum for their 


military expenſes, 


For my body guard I ſhall keep a body of men from one hundred 


to 


3 
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Letter from 
the Rajah of 
Tavjore upon 
his reſtora- 
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the Company 
would protect 
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4 Lacks of 
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13th April. 
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to five hundred; I want not to have one man, either of horſe or foot, 
more than that number. 


As my finances are in utter diſorder, and the ſtate of my country all 
in confuſion, I muſt throw myſelf on the Company for my preſent 
ſupport ; I therefore with them to buy of me, at a reaſonable rate, 
all the grain of the preſent year, excepting what my country may 
be in need of; by this meaſure the Company will not be burthened, 
and I ſhall be enabled to defray the expenſes of my Government 
without running'in debt. 


Finally, as the fort of Devy Cotah has no country annexed to it, I 
beg the Company will take what they think proper as a dependency 
thereon. 


The country of Tanjore is the erer 1 have only to beg 
that they will preſerve my honour. | 


| Defired Nazib Cawn, the Nabob's Kelladar,. to remove his High- 

neſs's troop out of the fort to-morrow morning. Orders were given 
to ſalute him in going out, and to pay him all proper honours, his 
behaviour. having been in every reſpect, during his. refidence here, 
very proper. | | 


Wrote to Madraſs, enclofing copy of the Rajah's letter. 
The Rajah having applied for ſome Seapoys to prctect his officers 


in the collection of the revenues, ordered Captain ' Mackenzie to 
march with the 6th battalion of Seapoys for that purpoſe. 


Gave Captain Tonyn orders to proceed with the troops to Vow 
um to eſcort the Dobbeer hither. 


Sent 
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Sent a peon to bring the Rajah's writer, who had been carried off. 


Received a letter from Mr. Benficld, to which wrote an anſwer. 


In the morning received another letter from Mr. Benfield, who. 
informed me of his intention of going back to Madras, 


At the Rajah's requeſt ordered Capt. Mackenzie to ſend detach- 
ments to Mannagoody and Putta Cotah, | 


Received a letter from Capt. Tonyn, that the Dobbeer was gone 
from Vickerum to Arialoor, where he intended to follow. 


14th April 


In the evening received two letters from the Nabob, _— dated 


10 April (No. 5 and Ou 


Tranſlation of a Letter from the Nabob to Lord Piru, dated Horil. 
10, 1776. 


I HAVE received your Lordſhip's letter of the th inſtant, where 
in you mention that you will not trouble me with mattets of buſineſs, 


but that you cannot omit thanking me for the great attention which 
has been paid you by my Amildars; that you leave Cuddalore in the 
evening with intention to proceed to Tanjore. 


I am an old friend to the Company and to you, and have no doubt 


that your Lordſhip will neither ſay not do any thing that will give me pain; 
and that you will take care of my rights, and not * in my . as [ 
have mentioned to you in many letters: 


I rote to my ſervants to prepare every thing that might be neceſſary 
to your Lordſhip, and it was my duty to do ſo. The thanks which 
your Lordſhip expreſſes are returned bn my part for your thinking your- 


I 1 


G 


Fran tko 


Nabob. 


From the Na- 
bob, alledging 
a promiſe — 
the Preſident 
| thathis troops 
in Tanjore 
ſhould be paid 
from the 
Tanjore reve- 
nuss. 


April 15th, 
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ſelf blized, but I ſhould have been glad if you had returned to me 
from Cuddalore inſtead of procceding from thence, 


From. the Nabob, dated 10 April, 1776 ; 8 14th ditto, ditto. 


YOU well know, Sir, that at the time of appointing a garriſon of the 
Company for the defence of the fort of Tanjore, and of leaving a body 
of my Seapoys with Mahomed Nazib Cawn as my Kelladar, you were 
under great concern on account of the great arrears due to the military 
of that garriſon, as they might perhaps raiſe God knows what diſturb- 
ances: at length you poſitively agreed there ſhould be no impe- 
diment in the payment of the orders on the Tanjore country for the 
amount of their pay; and you told me that I might leave a thouſand 
Seapoys in the fort with Mahomed Nazib Cawn, and ſend the reſt away.. 
As for the latter, you and I mutually agreed that they ſhould ſtay at 
Combagonum, where they ſhould receive their arrears from the country 


their orders were upon. With a view to this circumſtance it was that 


I wrote to my Deputy Mahomed Nazib, Cawn, that he ſhould receive 
their arrears from the revenues of the Tanjore country ; I ſhewed that 
paper to you, and, after you had approved of it, delivered it to you ; 
you then encloſed it in a letter of your own to Colonel Harper, in 
order to be given by him to Mahomed Nazib Cawn, and it was deli- 
vered him accordingly ; Nazib Cawn of courſe became ſecurity to the 
men for their arrears. My firm hope in the goodneſs of my old friend 
is, that you will act in my favour agreeable to your engagements, — 
the clamour for pay r may be at an end. 


| What ſhould I write more? 


Went to vellum to ſee that place, which was a to have a good 
hoſpital. 


Received a letter from Captain Tonyn at Arialoor, that he had over- 
taken the Dobbeer, and that he would eſcort him to Tanjore, which he 
accordingly did this day. 

Received 
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Received a letter from Captain Mackenzie at Oombagonum, encloſ- 
ing a requeſt from Major Martinz, who commands the Nabob's troops 
in the Tanjore country, that the Rajah's officers ſnould not require any 
money to be refunded which had been paid before the proclamation of 
his reſtoration, 


Having repreſented this matter to the Rajah, he ordered that his A- April 1b. 
muldars ſhould confine their attention to ſecuring the grain, without | 
attempting to recover the money which may have been collected by in- 
dividuals ; and wrote to Captain Mackenzie to inform him of theſe 
orders. | 


It being neceſſary to remove the troops immediately out of the town;. 
the houſes of the principal inhabitants being occupied by the officers, 
&c. and the upper fort not having the neceſſary accommodations for ſo- - 
many people, ordered the Hoſpital to be removed to Vellum, and all 
the Europeans to return to Trichinopoly to-morrow, except three 
companies with their officers. complete, and one non- commiſſioned offi- 
cer and twelve artillery men. 


Ordered 2 companies of the 2d battalion of Seapoys to march with tk. 
the detachment. of Europeans to Trichinopoly, and to return from 
thence to Culady and Tee to protect the Rajah's. officers i in 
the collection of the revenue. > 


Thanked in public orders | Lieurthant-Colonet'Hteper and the offi-- 
cers and men of the garriſon, and communicated the Company's orders, 
that no perſon civil or military ſhould interfere in the affairs. of the: 
Rajah's Government. 


Received a letter from Captain Mackenzie at Combagonum the 17th, 18ch. 
in which he informs me, thatſome of Kiſtnaroy's people, unknozon to him, 
(the Rajah's manager) has behaved very ill to Khan Saheb, on “account 
«-of. 


April 19th, 


zoth. 


* 


Letter to the 
Nabob deny - 
ing the al- 
led pro- 
miſe, and on 
the ſtate of his 
troops and af- 
fairs, 
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« of a preſent of twelve Rupees he received the day beforeCaptain Mac- 
« kenzie arrived at this place. At his requeſt Kiſtnaroy has put a ſtop 
% to ſuch behaviour in future,” | 


Ordered Captain Cotgrave, with the 2d battalion of Seapoys, to Ma- 
nn to. protect the Rajah's officers in the collection of the revenues. 


Wrote a letter to the Nabob (No. 7.) in anſwer to his two letters 
of the roth. 


7 th Nabob, 


May it pleaſe your „ 
I HAVE had the honour to receive your two letters of the roth 
April. 


It would have given me great pleaſure if you had condeſcended to 
attend to my advice when I was at Madras, as it would have made my 


Journey to theſe parts unneceſſary. Be aſſured, Sir, that I will do 


every thing in my power to protect your rights, and that I will never 
interfere ia your buſineſs, as you are pleaſed toexpreſs yourſelf, but when 
that buſineſs is connected with the intereſt of my employers ; in ſuch 
caſe you may be aſſured that I ſhall always act as appears to me pro- 
per; and as you are their old friend and ally, I dare ſay you will ap- 
prove of my making uſe of your authority. 


When I took my leave of you, I acquainted you I was coming to 
Tanjore to replace the Rajah in his Government, and put him in poſ- 
ſeſſion of his country, by the authority and expreſs commands of the 
Company. I am ſorry to obſerve to you, that I found, as I paſſed 
through the country, the proper officers with all the accounts had been 


removed by your orders from every villagez and I was ſoon informed 
that 
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that every part of the country was in the ſame ſituation. Every means - 
had been taken to throw difficulties in my way 1n the execution of the 
Company's orders, and to diſtreſs the country and inhabitants. In 
this ſituation, Sir, I thought it the propereſt method to eſcort the Dob- 
beer hither by the Company's troop of cavalry. He is now here, and 
having been at the head of the revenue department, formerly in the 
ſervice of the Rajah, and lately in your's, if you will pleaſe to order the 
different Amuldars and other officers to return with their accounts, juſ- 
tice may be done to every man, and the country reſtored in that pro- 
per and equitable manner, which the world will expect from a friend 
and old ally of the Company. 


It is very true, Sir, that I, as well as every friend you have, and eve- 
ry friend and well-wiſher to the proſperity of the Company, were, are, 
and muſt continue to be alarmed at the great arrears of pay due to 
your troops. Perhaps, Sir, it might be made appear that as much 
money has been collected from the Tanjore country, ſince you were 
acquainted with the Company's orders, as would have paid the troops 
of Nazib Khan, and gone a great way towards diſcharging the ar- 
rears due to the reſt; but if you turn back to the letters which have 
been wrote to you, you will find that it was expreſsly inſiſted upon 
that an Engliſh garriſon ſhould be put into Tanjore; and the Rajah ſet 
at liberty without any terms would have been diſgraceful on that 
_ occaſion. | 


I always thought that you and your manager had great merit in 
being able to remove a body of troops, to whom ſuch large arrears 
were due ; but I never made you any promiſe on the part of the Com- 
pany; you know well they had directed the country to be reſtored to 


the Rajah. 


There was one method, and but one, which ever occurred to me, 
likely to relieve you from that burthenſome debt due to your troops ; I 
SR | repeatedly 


April 2rft. 
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repeatedly told you of it, and I will do ſo now; it was, that if you would 
conſent to the diſbanding thoſe troops, or to the Company's enliſting 


into their ſervice ſuch of them as I might chuſe to accept of, I would 


uſe my endeavours with the Rajah of Tanjore to ſuffer a part of the 
revenues of his country to be applied to the purpoſe of paying off their 
arrears ; but as this is what you would not hearken to, I ſee not at pre- 
ſent how the Company can be of any ſervice to you upon the occaſion. 
I tell you again and again that troops ill paid will always be the maſter . 
of the man who employs them ; thoſe you have, if they do not diſband 
themſelves, which I underſtand ſome of them have done, muſt be 


_ diſbanded by your Highneſs, or you will be more and more diſtreſſed. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your Highneſs's 


Tanjore, Moſt obedient and moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
20th April, 1776. 


PIGOT. 


Received a letter from Captain Mackenzie, dated at Combagonum 
the 2oth, in which is the following paragraph : 


« Kiſtnaroy deſired I would order the Nabob's troops out of the 
country, as the Rajah's buſineſs could not be carried on in a proper 
manner until they were ordered away. As I have no orders from your 
« Lordſhip to that purpoſe, I deſired him to ſend in his maſter's name, 
which he did, and carried Major Martinz's anſwer to the Rajah that 
they had no orders. The Nabob's troops are now gathered from the 


difterent villages, and encamped at Ammachattram, three miles from 
c this place.” 


Captain 
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Captain Mackenzie's letter alſo contained a letter to him from 
Major Martinz, complaining of the ill-behaviour of ſome of the Com- 
pany's Seapoys, who had taken four Subadars belonging to the Nabob 
priſoners, by way of ſecurity for ſome money which had been received 
by the Nabob's troops on the 13th, when the proclamation of the 
Rajah's reſtoration was not till the 15th. | 


' Wrote immediately to Captain Mackenzie to releaſe the four Suba- 
dars, and not to take any body into confinement without orders from 
me or Colonel Harper. | 


Wrote alſo to Major Martinz (No. 8.) 


To Major Martins. 


81. bY 
I RECEIVED from Captain Mackenzie a letter of the 1 5th en- 
clofing a repreſentation which you had made to him, and I anſwered 
his letter in ſuch manner as I thought would have prevented any incon- 


venience of the kind you mentioned ; this letter muſt have miſcarried, 
J therefore ſend him another copy, and I have directed him to releaſe 


your people. 


Your own prudence will ſhew you how difficult it will be to prevent 
diſputes arifing, whilſt any of the troops of the Nabob remain in parts 
of the Tanjore country, where the Rajah's ſervants are protected by thoſe 
of the Company in the collection of the revenues; as ſuch diſputes 
would doubtleſs give the Nabob much uneaſineſs, you will therefore 
pleaſe to conſider this as a ſufficient authority to remove without the 
limits of Tanjore. | 

I am, Sir, 
Tanjore, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


21ſt April, 1776. PIGOT. 
* L Received 


No, 8. 


Major Mar- 
eh 
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April 21, Received a letter from Lieutenant Quin at Mannagoody, dated the 
A213g8th April, ſent by the late manager of that place, whom the Black 
Commandant of the Nabob's Seapoys wanted to take priſoner and con- 
vey to Madras, in conſequence of an order received from the Nabob; 
but as the preſent manager informed him he had alſo an order from the 
Rajah to ſend him to Tanjore, in order that he may give in his accounts, 

he had thought it beſt to comply with the latter inſtructions, 


Lieutenant Quin adds, that the Nabob's officer was to march from 
thence the day following with his Seapoys for Combagonum, and that 
this officer informed him the manager is ſome months in arrears with 


the Nabob. 


22d, Received a letter from Captain Povery at Madura, dated the 2oth, to 

| acquaint me, that a report had juſt been made to him, that there was 
come near that place on their way to Tinnevelly 400 large bullocks, 
1000 cows, 190 horſes, two large ones, one of which belonged to the 
Rajah of Tanjore, the other to Monagee, 50 buffaloes, and 100 large 
and ſmall haccaries, all formerly belonging to Tanjore, and are now 
under five guards of the Nabob's Seapoys from Tripetore, where they” 
have been theſe four months paſt. 


24th. Received a letter (No. 9.) from Major Martinz, at Ammachattram, 
dated 22d April, and wrote a reply to him, (No. 10.) 


To the Right Honourable Lord George Pigot. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


From Major IT ACKNOWLEDGE the honour of your Lordſhip's letter to me, 
Martinz. and am glad to find that your Lordſhip has taken into conſideration 
the unjuſt confinement of the Subadars, 


Hour 


as 


Your Lordſhip has been pleaſed to order that I ſhould move without 


the limits of Tanjore, as it would be difficult to prevent diſputes ariſing 
whilſt any of the Nabob's troops remain in any part of the Tanjore 
country, where the Rajah's ſervants are protected by thoſe of the Com- 
pany in the collection of the revenues. 


I beg leave to repreſent to your Lordſhip, that at the time I was or- 


dered to march out of Tanjore a garriſon then under my command, 
conſiſting of about five thouſand men, who were many months in arrears 
of pay, his Highneſs the Nabob wrote me, that the whole ſhould 
without the leaſt doubt be paid at Combagonum, and that your Lord- 
ſhip had agreed to the ſame; in conſequence of which, as likewiſe by a 


prudent method, the garriſon marched out; and now I find myſelf. 


much diſappointed, and in a very diſagreeable ſituation. 


In a letter which the Nabob wrote to me, dated the 31ſt of March, 
I am acquainted, that after your Lordſhip's arrival at Tanjore, and all 
the country matters ſettled, the troops under my command, diſperſed 
about the country, were to join me at this place, in order that the 
whole might be paid off, your Lordſhip having ſo promiſed, and that 
I was to remain here until further orders ; therefore ſhould I march 
from hence without orders (ſuppoſing that the troops would obey me, 
which I doubt much without being firſt paid off) though authorized 
by your Lordſhip, I might he blamed by the Nabob, and perhaps my 
commiſſion taken from me. I will immediately acquaint his Highneſs 
the Nabob, and till ſuch time that I am able to get an anſwer beg 
leave to remain; likewiſe it will take ſome few days before all my peo- 
ple come in from the different parts of the country to join me. 


I muſt therefore beg leave to repreſent to your Lordſhip, that from 


the time that each province or each village was put into the reſtored 
Rajah's poſſeſſion by the protection of the Honourable Company's 


forces, not a man belonging to his Highneſs the Nabob has oppoſed, 
L 1 prevented, 


April 24th, 
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prevented, or interfired 3 in the collecting of the revenues, or of the ſet- 
tling of the country matters. 


The protection of the Honourable Company to the reſtored Rajah 


cannot exceed that to his Highneſs, as every one is well convinced of 


the alliance and friendſhip that has and will exiſt between them. 


As the Nabob wrote to me that the troops under my command ſhould 
be paid off before I ſhould be ordered to march, it being your Lord- 
ſhip's intentions, I beg to know, and have to requeſt of your Lordſhip, 
what meaſures are to be taken on this head, I had an order on this 
country for the payment of the troops, but the change of government 
has put an entire ſlop to its being paid. | 


Myſelf as well as the other European officers hw been at the ex- 
penſe of building and repairing quarters when in the garriſon of Tan- 
Jore, the liſt of which was ſent to his Highneſs the Nabob, amounting 


to 5000 Pagodas, who has been pleaſed to ſend up an order on this 


country for its payment; but it has Iikewiſe been put a ſtop to. 


I ſhould not trouble your Lordſhip with ſuch a long epiſtle, but 
knowing your Lordſhip's good inclinations towards giving juſtice to 
every individual, has been the reaſon of my being ſo bold; and fo far 
from thinking your Lordſhip will take it amiſs of me, that J hope, and 
make no doubt, but that it will meet with your Lordſhip's approbation. 


I haye the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
My Lord, 


Ammachattram, Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
2 2d April, 1776. and moſt humble ſervant, 


M. MARTINZ. 


To 


T8) 


To Major Martine, 


S I R, 


I HAVE received your letter of the 22d. I conclude you muſt 
have miſunderſtood the Nabob's letter concerning the payment of his 
Highneſs's troops in the Tanjore country, for as you tell me that 
letter is dated the 3iſt March, it is extraordinary I ſhould have 
heard nothing from the Nabob upon that head when I took leave of 
him the day before; however I ſhall be glad if you will ſend me a 
return of them, and an account of the arrears which are due. 


I am, SIR, 


Tanjore, | Your moſt humble ſervant, 
24th April 1776. 


PIGOT. 


Preſented the Rajah with a Cataree, which originally belonged to 
the Gentoo Kings of Trichinopoly. 


Wrote to Captains Cotgrave and Mackenzie, that I diſapprove 


of any perſons being kept in confinement by the Company's troops ; 
and directing, that when applications of ſuch a nature are made to 
them, or their officers on detachment, they ſend the perſon complained 
of under a guard to Tanjore, acquainting Colonel Harper there- 
with, 


In the evening left Tanjore accompanied by the Rajah, who in- 
faſted on ſeeing me to the limits of his dominions, and was alſo deſirous 
of viſiting the Dam between the Coleroon and Cavery. Stopped in the 

1 night 
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DCA 


To Major 


2qthe 


; 
J 


w—— . as 
2 
> 


EAT 


: 
8 27 2 wt 
hay * —_ 
. 


April 26th, 


No 11. 


Letter from 
Major Mar- 
tinz, with a 
return of the 
Nabob's 
troops and ac- 
count of ar- 


Tears. 
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night at Trecatapolly, a Fort belonging to Tanjore, which the Na- 
bob's Kelladar was ready to evacuate. 


In the morning paſſed over the Dam, which is an ancient work 
of ſtone, extremely well laid and cemented together, with a ſolid coat 
of gravel over it. By this Dam the ſuperfluous water of the Cavery 
paſſes into the Coleroon in floods, and prevents the Tanjore country 
from being overflowed, as the preſervation of this bank ſecures a ſuf- 
ficiency of water to the ſame country. 


In the evening parted with the Rajah, — him there, and pro- 
ceeded to Samvaveram. 


At Tiagar received a letter (No. 11) from Major Martinz, with 
a ſtate of the Nabob's troops, and an account of the arrears due to 
them. 


To the Right Honourable Lord George Pigot, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


I AM honoured with your Lordſhip's letter of the 24th inſtant, 
and, in conſequence of your Lordſhip's commands, I ſend encloſed a 
preſent ſtate of the troops now here, wherein are particularized the dit- 
ferent corps that have been ſeparated or detached from me ſince 1 


marched out of Tanjore, as likewiſe a calculation, as true as I poſſible 


could make out, of the pay due. 


The troops are always paid by black writers, who attend the head 
man belonging to the Nabob, and they pay every man as per Cera, 
and not by abſtracts from European officers; therefore, my Lord, ſhould 
the payment of theſe troops be taken into conſideration by your Lord- 

ſhip, 
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ſhip, and a ſum of money ordered for that purpoſe, I will give a receipt 
for it, and deliver the ſum to Mahomed Nazeeb Cawn Behauder, the 
Buckſee and Paymaſter-General to all the troops, and I. ſhall ſee that he 
does pay them off, I can aſſure your Lordſhip that ſeven months are 
now due from the 1ſt of October to the end of April 1776, out of 
which arrears ſome of the Seapoys that were about the country may 
have received a trifle, which is only known to the black writers, 


After the gentlemen had repreſented to the Nabob the expenſe they 
had been at in building and repairing quarters, his Highneſs ſent an 
order for the payment of the money they had laid out, and I paſſed my 
word. to them, that agreeable to the ſaid order they ſhould be reim- 
burſed; I could wiſh your Lordſhip would adviſe me how it is to be 
procured, as the houſes built and repaired by individuals are now become. 


the property of the reſtored Rajah. 


With the greateſt reſpect, 
I have the honour to be,. 
My Lord, 
Ammachattram, ; Your Lordfhip's moſt obedient: 
_ 26th April, 1776. and moſt humble ſervant, . 


M. MARTINZ. 


Mm A preſent 
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A Preſent State of His Highneſs the Nabob's Troops, under the command of 


Major Manuel Martinz, at Ammachattram, in the Tanjore Country, April 26, 1776. 


Commiſſioned Staff Non-commit- 7 
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N. B. The undermentioned Corps were in the Garriſon of Tanjore under the command of Mr, Martinz. 
A Regiment of Infantry Topaſſes 


A Regiment of Light Infantry Seapoys, forming Artillery, 


The 10th Battalion of Seapoys 


_ 


* 


— — 


The gth Battalion of ditto, left at Tanjore to take care of the Garriſon until the 
Honourable Company's Troops marched in. 


A Company of Invalid Seapoys 


— 


detached. 


detached. 


detached, 


detached. 
* MARTIN Z, Major Commandaut, 


A Calculation 
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A Calculation of Pay due to the Troops belonging io his Highneſs the Nabob, 
which compoſed the Garriſon of Tanjore, commanded by Major M. Martinz. 


Due to the 2d Brigade now at Ammachattram, viz. 


Pagodas. 
To the ad Battalion, officers, Ft Get and artificers included, 
pay from the rſt of October to the end of April, 1776, 

7 months, at about 2000 Pagodas per month, — 14, oo 
To the zd Battalion, officers, ſerieants, &c. as above — 14,000 
To the 4th ditto, ditto — — — 14,000 
To Major Martinz' pay and allowances, at 300 Pagodas per 

month, 7 months, _ — _ — 2,100 
To 1 Major's off-reckonings, from the 1ſt of January, 1775, 

to the end of December, 1776, two years, at 750 Pagodas 

per annum, — — — — 1,500 
To 2 Captains' off reckonings for 2 years as above, at 

500 Pagodas per annum each, 1000 Pagodas — 2, ooo 

Total 47,600 
8 Do: to the m detached, 
To 1 Regiment of Light len 1 formerly 

Artillery, from the 1ſt of October to the end of 

April, 1776, — — — — Seven months 
To 1 Regiment of Infantry, Topaſſes as above, — Ditto 
To the 10th Battalion, detached as above, — Ditto 
To the ↄth Battalion, as above — — Ditto 
To 1 Company of Invalid Seapoys, — — Ditto 


N. B. To clear off all the troops that were in the Garriſon of 
Tanjore a ſum of one hundred and ten or twenty thouſand Pagodas 
will be required. 


2 5 5 Wrote 
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April ach. Wrote to the Rajah of Tanjore (No. 12.) 
No. 12, To the Rajab of Tanjore. 


I write this from Tiagar, which I compute to be about half way upon 
my journey home, and it is to repeat my aſſurances, that I will omit no 
opportunity of making the Company acquainted how juſtly they have 
ſupported'you, how much you merit their protection, and how thankful 
you have been for the attention they. have ſhewn to your ſufferings ; 
thoſe ſufferings, I hope, are at an end, and I pray to God that you. 
may in time to come enjoy all the bleſſing that life affords. 


I have the honour to be, 
With great reſpect and eſteem, | 
Tiagar, Your moſt obedient. humble ſervant, 
29th April, 1776. | EP PIG O-T. 


Received a letter from Mr. Stratton and the Council of Fort St. 
George, dated the 24th inſtant. 


zoth. In the morning came to Tricaloor, where we found 420 fine 
Guzerat cows, formerly belonging to the Rajah of Tanjore, beſides 
many elephants, and a great number of bullocks, &e. brought from the 
Tanjore country. 


May 3. At Outremaloor received letter from the Rajah of Tanjore (No. 13.) 

a: ... From the Rajah of Tanjore. Received at Outremaloor, 3d May, 1 776. 
etter 

8 * After having viewed the bank and taken leave of your Lordſhip, I 


ſet 
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ſet out on my return, and on the 29th April arrived at Trivady ; from 
thence, after performing my ablutions in the Cavery, I ſet out and ar- 


rived in the fort of Tanjore in the evening. On leaving your Lordſhip. 
experienced the ſame anxiety of mind that a child feels at being de- 


prived of its parents. How ſhall I attempt to write on a ſubject of ſuch 
a boundleſs nature as that of your goodneſs and humanity towards me ?. 
] was ruined, and you ſaved me; I had fallen into an abyſs and miſery, 
and you took me by the hand and rouſed me. Believe me I can never 
forget you, you will be always in my thoughts. The paternal advice you 
gave has taken deep root in my mind, and | ſhall be careful to put every; 
part of it in practice. I hope to be honoured with your Lordhip's. 


letter, which will always be a matter of joy to e. 
What ſhall-I write more? 


(Signed) SREE RAM EURTAUR 


Arrived at Fort St. George. 


No, 14. is a long letter from the Nabob, dated 25th April, received 
upon the road. 


Tranſlation of a Copy of a Letter 10 Lord Pigot, dated and received the 
April, 1776. 


Your Lordſhip's letter, written in Engliſh, dated the 8th inſtant, 
found me oppreſſed with concern and uneaſineſs, and I now proceed to. 
anſwer it as far as I have been able to underſtand the contents in the 


Engliſh. language. 


You write, that if I had attended to your advice before you left Ma- 
dras, your going. to Tanjore would have been unneceflary.. From the 
beginning of my firm friendſhip with the Company and Engliſh.Nation,. 
I have always paid attention to the counſels of the agents of my good. 
friends, when the object of ſuch counſels was the preſervation of my. 
honour and rights; but have always declared my own opinions, and ſug- 


geſted myown arguments, in all ſuch matters as have appeared diſadvan- 
Nn tageous. 


May 5th. 


Letter from: 


the Nabob, ws 
recapitu- 

lati Cir- 
cumſtances 
re rding the 
reſtoration of: 


the Rajah. 


£ 08 3 


tageous to my affairs, and derogatory to my honour. After your 
Lordſhip's arrival, and my being informed of the orders you brought 
out from the Company relative to Tanjore, you well know that I 
readily agreed to receive a garriſon of my friends in that fort; but as I 
was well perſuaded that the Company's orders concerning the Tanjore 
country proceeded from their being unacquainted with the real cir- 
cumſtances of affairs here, I explained to you my wiſhes and incli- 
nations on the ſubject, deſired leave to ſend a faithful repreſentation of 
matters to the Company, and begged and entreated you in the moſt 
preſſing manner not to interfere in my rights until the receipt of the 
Company's anfwer. This requeſt however, although it could not be 
attended with any detriment, you did not comply with, but proceeded 
to Tanjore. I told your Lordſhip repeatedly that a ſingle Company's 
peon was ſufficient for the purpoſe, as my ſervants had my orders nor 
to oppoſe the Company's people, and that your going was therefore 
neceſſary. ' 3 | 


- Your Lordſhip writes to me, © To be aſſured that you will uſe 
ce your utmoſt endeavours on all occaſions to preſerve my rights, and 
ce that you will never interfere in any of my affairs, as I am pleaſed to 
« expreſs myſelf, unleſs ſuch affairs be connected with the intereſts of 
cc“ your employers ; that in ſuch caſe I may be aſſured you will do what 
« may appear proper; and that as I am an ancient friend and ally, you 
cc are convinced I ſhall approve of your making uſe of my authority.” 
Jam obliged to your Lordſhip for what you are fo good as to declare of 
your intentions to preferve my rights, and not to interfere in my 
affairs, and if the event turns out purſuantly, I ſhall ſtill be more 
obliged. | 


From the beginning of the eftabliſhment of my friendſhip with the 
Company, I have upon all occafions made their intereſt and proſpe- 
rity the object of my conſtant attention, and ſhall always continue to 
do ſo; and my good friends have likewiſe confidered, and ſtill con- 


( 143 ) 
tinue to conſider the preſervation of the rights and honour of their firm 
friend, as immediately connected with their own intereſt and ſucceſs, 
| I hope in God that this chain of friendſhip will continue ſtrong during 
my life, and that it may be handed down without decay or blemiſh to 
my lateſt poſterity. 


Your Lordſhip will be candid enough to acknowledge, how impoſlible 
it muſt be for me to approve of your making uſe of my authority, in a 
tranſaction which is derogatory to my rights and honour as an ally of 
the King of Great-Britain, and the ancient and original friend of the 
Company and Engliſh Nation. 


You write, That when you took leave of me, you informed me 
you were going to Tanjore to re-eſtabliſh Tuljaujee in his Government, 
and to put his country under his management, by the authority and 
purſuant to the poſitive orders of the Company.” With regard to this 
tranſaction, I muſt obſerve, that I never gave my conſent to it, but have 
both declared and written my pleaſure on the ſubject according to a 
certain mode, as will appear by my ſeveral letters, dated the 2gth of Ze- 
cada, the 3d and 12th of Zchudja, in the year of the Hegyra 1189, 
and the 2oth and 28th of Mohurrum, and the 4th and 7th of * 
in the year of the Hegyra 1190. 


Your Lordſhip writes, That you are ſorry to obſerve, you found on 
paſſing through the country that my principal managers had by my or- 
ders left the villages, and carricd away all the accounts; that you ſoon 
learnt the cafe was the ſame in all the other parts of the country; and 
that every ſpecies of difficulty was thrown in your way, to prevent the 
execution of the Company's orders, and to difirefs rhe inhabitants and 
country: that under ſuch circumſtances you had thought proper to eſ- 
cort the Dobbeer to Tanjore with the Company's horſe; that he was 
formerly at the head of the revenue ne" in Tuljaujee's ſcrvice, 

and 
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and lately in mine: that if I will ſend orders to my managers and ſer- 
vants to return with their accounts, juſtice can be done to every one, 
and you can reſtore the country in a proper manner, which all the world 
expects from the ancient friend and ally of the Company.” 


Before your Lordſhip's departure for Tanjore, I had. ordered the 
Dobbeer and my clerks and officers employed in that country to come 
to me with their accounts and papers, and they had accordingly pro- 
ceeded to Allyanoor, which is dependent on Trichinopoly, in their 
way to this place. 


Upon your arrival at Tanjore, Mohummud- Abrar Cawn, and Nizam 
ul-Dien Ahmed Cawn, and Ally Dill Cawn, and others, my principal 
managers, ſome of whom from father to ſon have been for a length of 
time paſt in my ſervice, and who are employed in my. affairs in the 
Tanjore diſtricts, went out to meet your Lordſhip, and. ſhewed you 
every poſſible attention and reſpect. Although there were ſix thouſand 
men, and a proportionable quantity of ſtores, in the fort of . Tanjore, 
I gave it up without delay into the hands of my friends, to be guarded 
and defended by them ; and my managers, perſons of conſideration as 
above-mentioned, purſuant to the orders I gave them, made no oppo- 
ſition to the people ſent by you; notwithſtanding which, ſingle guards of 
your people treated my principal managers, in the face of my. numerous. 
army, with more diſhonour and diſgrace than even an enemy is ſubject 
to, and, after confining them with indignity, ſeized their papers. Pub- 
he proclamation, was alſo made in the fort, and through all the diſtricts of 
Tanjore, that no one muſt give protection or rice to any of my people, 
but bring them forth; and even that if any perſon gave ſhelter. to 0 of 
my ſervants, he ſnould be conſidered as criminal. 


| Further, not ſatisfied with this, ſixty European horſe, with 3 
paſſing the Cavery and Coleroon _ great haſte, came ſuddenly to Al- 
| lyanoor; 
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Hanoor: what they did there your Lordſhip well knows; my mind is 
too much agitated to allow of my entering into the relation of it. 


After all theſe circumſtances, I cannot tell what were the difficulties 
thrown in your way to obſtruct the execution of the Company's orders. 
never once imagined I ſhould ſuffer ſuch diſgraces. Confuſion has 
ariſen in the management of the affairs of my Government, and not a 
ſingle man of the people of my country has any longer any depen- 
dence on me. | | d 


If your object is to inſpect the accounts of the country, the accounts 
of every village, according to the eſtabliſhed regulations of this country, 
are to be found in each village reſpectively. What perſons or what pa- 
pers are now out of the reach of your authority, that it ſhould be neceſ- 
fary for you to apply to me for them ? 


If your attention is to do juſtice to my creditors and the people of my 
army, you well know that J have repeatedly both written and ſpoken to 
you on this ſubject. | 


You write, © It is very true that you and my other friends, and the 
friends and well-wiſhers to the proſperity of the Company, have been, 
and are, and ſtill continue to be very uneaſy about the large arrears of 
pay due to my troops. That it may perhaps be made appear I have 
received as much money from the Tanjore country, ſince I was 
firſt apprized of the Company's orders relative thereto, as would 
have enabled me to clear off the arrears due to Nazib Cawn's army, 
and a large part of the arrears due to the reſt of my troops likewiſe, 
That if I will refer to che letters that have been written to me on this 
ſubject, I ſhall find that a certain mode had been propoſed to me, and 
that I had been requeſted in the ſtrongeſt manner to receive an Engliſh 
garriſon into Tanjore, and to deliver up the place without conditions 

| Oo to 
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to Tuljaujee, as s the "WE conditions in ſuch a tranſaction would be 
highly diſhonourable. 


The truth of the matter is this: The Tanjore country is not all 
aſſigned for the payment of the arrears due to my troops; one diſtrict 
only has been aſſigned for that purpoſe, and the whole of the rent of 
the country has been aſſigned to my creditors. I told you this circum- 
ſtance, and at the time of my conſenting to receive a garriſon of 
my friends into Tanjore, both myſelf and all my counſellors clearly un-- 
derſtood, from your expreſs declarations, that my deputy Mahomed Na- 
zib Cawn was always to remain in the government of the fort. L was. 
not ſatisfied with underſtanding you in. this ſenſe once, but underſtood: 
the ſame meaning from your repeated declarations, and was aſſured in 
my own mind that Nazib Cawn was always to remain in the fort as 
Kelladar. | 


In the ſame manner as my certainty in this matter has been changed: 
to doubt, it may happen alſo that my certainty may. be changed to 
doubt with reſpect to other matters; ſuch as the payment of thearrears- 
due to my troops; their continuing at Mookrumun until the faid arrears 
be diſcharged ; my ſhewing you a paper, after it had been tranſlated in- 
to Engliſh by Mr. Chambers, which I had written upon this ſubject to 
Mahomed Nazib Cawn; your approving of that paper; my. deliver- 
ing the paper into your hands; your ſending it encloſed ina letter from 
your ſelf. to Colonel Harper; Colonel Harper's delivering the paper to 
Nazib Cawn ; my troops being accordingly ſatisfied therewith ; Nazib 
Can bringing off the troops from Tanjore, by ſtanding ſecurity for the 
engagement; and laſtly, my troops remaining. in Mookrumun, in the 
expectation. of receiving their arrears. If, at the time I conſidered my- 
ſelf at a certainty, I had inſtead thereof been under any doubr, I ſhould: 
have aſcertained the matter by writing. : 


You write,“ That you think I and my managers deſerve praiſe for hav- 
ing brought off an army that had ſuch large arrears of pay due to them, 
but that you never made any agreement on the part of the Company ; 

2 that 
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that I well know it is the Company's orders the Tanjore country ſhould 
be reſtored to the Rajah”. What you are pleaſed to ſay on this occa- 
fion I impute entirely to your goodneſs, as you yourſelf were in fact 
the occaſion of the troops being brought off, by approving, ſend- 
ing, and giving ſanction to the letter I wrote to Nazib Cawn ; it is I. 
therefore who ought to expreſs my applauſe of your conduct on this oc 
caſion. 


You write, that you have often repreſented to me, and will now again 
tell me, that there is one, and but one way of eaſing me of the load of 
arrears due to my troops; which is, that if I will diſmiſs ſuch part of 
them as have a large amount of pay due, or cauſe ſuch of them as you may. 
approve to enter into the Company's ſervice, you will then uſe your 
_ endeavours with Tuljaujee to procure a part of the revenues of his coun- 
try to be appropriated to the diſcharge of their arrears ; but that I ſhew- 
no inclination to liſten to this propoſal, and that you do not know how- 
the Company. can in any other 9 give me any aſſiſtance on the o- 
caſion. 


Lou repeat again and again, that an army not regularly paid will 
always have the aſcendant over their maſters; that if my troops do ot 
diſband themſelves, as you hear ſome of them have done, I muſt diſ- 


band them, or my difficulties will go on increaſing every day. 


With reſpect to the revenues of the Tanjore country, they were be- 
fore your arrival from Europe aſſigned to my creditors and troops, of 
which I have heretofore informed you. The arrears due to my troops 
were owing to the crops being gathered in, The grain was to have been. 
delivered to them, but juſt as they. were going to receive their dues, my- 
arrangements were overſet. Your Lordſhip knows, that on ſuch an 
occaſion my character and dignity is concerned, and that as I have many 
Rajahs in my ſervice of equal degree with Tuljaujee, I cannot ſubmit _ 
to receive an obligation of ſuch a kind from one who is my ſubject and 

ſervant. 


© Reſolved, that 
the fort and 
country o 
Tanjore be 

| protected i in 
conſideration 


of _— 
4 Lac 
Mr. Mackay” $ 


minute there- 
On. 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher's 
minute there - 
on. 


The 
ings of the 
Preſident in 
the execution 
of his com- 
miſſion ap- 
proved. 
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The Tanjore country is itſelf anſwerable for the arrears due 
to my troops and the balances of my creditors, and I refer i it to my 
good friends to do me juſtice on this point. 


ſervant. 


I muſt deſire you in all circumſtances, and upon all occaſions, to con- 
ſider me as the aſſured and unalterable friend of the Company, the 
firm and much favoured ally of the King of Great Britain, and the ſin- 
cere well-wiſher of the whole Engliſh Nation. There is not in the 


whole world any thing that is capable of breaking the chain of this 
friendſhip. 


Reſolved, that the requeſt of the Rajah of Tanjore, not only to garri- 
ſon the fort, but to protect the country of Tanjore by the Company's 


troops, in conſideration of his paying Pagodas 400,000 per annum be 


complied with, 


When Mr. Mackay conſented to the letter of the 24th ultimo, wrote 
from the Board to the Right Honourable the Preſident, he was of opinion, 
as he is ſtill, that it would be more conformable to the orders of the 
Company to make a ſeparate agreement with the Rajah of Tanjore for 
the garriſon of that fort; he nevertheleſs agrees to accept of the four 


Lacks of Pagodas offered by him for the purpoſes mentioned in his 
letter. 


Sir Robert Fletcher approves of the acceptance of the four Lacks of 
Pagodas, but he cannot change the opinions he gave in 1 Conſultation 
24th April laſt, 

Sir Roberf Fletcher retires from the Board indiſpoſed. 


The Board approve of the Preſident's MDGs on his commiſſion 
to Tanjore. 


Mr. 


92 «+ ” 
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Mr. Mackay approves of the Preſident's proceedings, excepting in 


the ſeizure of the Dobbeer in the Nabob's country, and in flogging 
Comero Dubaſh on the public parade. 


| Mr. Jourdan approves of the Preſident's proceedings at Tanjore, 1 
cepting in the ſeizure of tl e Dobbeer in the Nabob's country. 


Mr. Palmer agrees in opinion with Mr, Jourdan. 


It gives Mr. Dawſon much concern any part of his Lordſhip's pro- 
ceedings ſhould give the Nabob offence; but he ſuppoſes his Lordſhip 
found thoſe proceedings abſolutely neceſſary towards executing the Com- 
pany's orders to reſtore the country of Tanjore to the Rajah; and ſuch 


is his opinion of his Lordſhip's underſtanding, honour and integrity, 


that he cannot but approve of them. 


Mr. Stratton approves of the Preſident's proceedings at Tanjore, ex- 
cepting in the ſeizure of the Dobbeer in the Nabob's country. 


The Preſident lays before the Board the following letter, in anſwer to 
two letters from che Nabob to Mr. Stratton during the Preſident's ab- 
ſence, under date 2 1ſt and 27th ultimo. 


To the Nabob. 
May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 


ON reading over the proceedings of Mr. Stratton and the other Gen- 
tlemen of the Council, I find two letters from you addreſſed to Mr. Strat- 
ton, which I ſhall now do myſelf the honour to anſwer. 


That your mind is full of trouble and uneaſineſs does not ſurprize 
me; bad counſellors have often diſtracted a mind as great as your 
Highneſs's. 


P p Your 


Mr.Mackay's 
exception. 


Mr. Jourdan's 
exception. 


Mr. Palmer's 
opinion. 


Mr. Dawſon's - 
approval. 


Mr.Stratton's 
exception, 


| To the Na- 


bob, imput- 
ing to bad 
counſellors 
his diſtreſs of 
mind, on the 
ſubject of the 
Dobbeer, and 
information 
received trom 


him, 


'$... YM 


Your fon Ameer ul Omrah perhaps forgot to inform you, that 
Naroo Pundit, the Dobbeer, after Tanjore was taken, told your fon he 
would not deſert his maſter in his misfortunes ; and refuſed to act until 
he carried him to the Rajah, and deſired him to lay his commands up- 
on him. Was it noble, was it generous, was it honourable, was it juſt, 
to impriſon this venerable old man, between 70 and 80 years of age; 
this public officer, this firſt officer of the Tanjore revenue; this officer 
of the public, not your Highneſs's ſervant ? 


From this man I learnt that your Highneſs had received from the 
Tanjore country, in the three years you have had it in your poſſeſſion, 
40 Lacks of Pagodas, which will be a great ſatisfaction to my employ- 
ers, as they will be confident that the expenſes your Highneſs has been 
at could not have amounted to near that ſum. . | | 


I learnt alſo from the Dobbeer, that the revenue of Tanjore for this 
year amounted only to 12 Lacks of Pagodas, that there remained only 
3 Lacks to be collected by the Rajah, and that your Highneſs's receipts, 
orders, and the uſual charge amounted to full 9; bis was a great ſatis- 
faction to me, as I truſt it will enable your Highneſs to pay the arrears 
due to your troops. The good purpoſes the meaſure has anſwered will 
hope appear to you aſufficient reaſon foreſcortingthe Dobbeer to Tanjore. 


Shall the gates of Arialoor, or any other gates in the Payen-Ghaut, 
be ſhut againſt the troops of the Company, who have fought for you 
near 30 years, when they aſk admittance by my authority? I hope 
not. This would be an improper return to the man who put your 
Highnefs in poſſeſſion of them, upon your ſolemn aſſurances that there 
was no diſtinction between you and the Company, and that you wiſhed 
it only for the appearance it would have with the country powers. 


Your letter of the 27th is a matter of the utmoſt aſtoniſhment to 
me. In the public notice given when the country of Tanjore was 


reſtored 
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reſtored to the Rajah, it was expreſsly ſaid, —what he poſſeſſed at the 
concluſion of the treaty your Highneſs made with him in 1762, no other 
was meant to be given to him; and the Rajah never expreſſed a wiſh to 
have more than the Company thought his right, 


Nazib Khan received every mark of reſpect when he left Tanjore ; and 
I aſſure your Highnels that every officer and ſervant I have ſeen of your's 
has merited, and has received, ail the civility could poſſibly pay to him. 


I could ſay more in reply to this letter, but ſhall conclude with giv- 
ing you the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of my ſteady attachment to your in- 
tereſt, and of the wiſh I have that you would put it in my power to render 
you every ſei vice I am capable of. 


Being, with the greateſt eſteem, 
Your Highneſs's ſincere friend 


Fort St. George, and humble fervant, 


13th May, 1776. 1 
p a PIGOT. 


The Preſident lays before the Board the following letter from the Rajah 
of Tanjore, dated the 7th inſtant, as entered in Country Correſpondence, 
No. 38, encloſing copy of 2 letter of congratulation to him from Hyder 
Ally Cawn, who. recommends to him to keep a ſteady attachment with 
the Engliſh; and a memorandum from the Dobbeer, reſpecting the 
neceſſity of orders being ſent to Tondeman not to interfere with the 
villages belonging to Tanjore, and adviſing of 80000 Cullums of Paddy 
being already collected at the ſea- ſide, ready for tranſportation, The 
Preſident likewiſe lays another letter before the Board from the Rajah. 
of Tanjore, as entered in. Country Correſpondence No. 39, adviſing of 
his having received letters of congratulation and preſents from the Ma- 

rattas, and of his having taken into his ſervice 450 ſpearmen and Dalayets 


and two companies of Laſcars. 
A 


 Tueſday,r4th 
May I 776. 


Letter from 
Sir Robert 
Fletcher, with 
letter from 
Captain Mor- 
riſon, and de- 
firing that the 
time of his 
leavingCoun- 
cil — 
may be mi - 


nuted. 
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At a Conſultation, 


TRE SE N T, 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident, 


George Dawſon — — 
Alexander Dalrymple John Maxwell Stone 
Archdale Palmer — — 

| Geo, Mackay 


Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, and Mr. Jourdan indiſpoſed Mr. 
Brooke abſent. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter from Sir 


Robert Fletcher. 


To Richard Joſeph Sulwvan, Eſq. Military Secretary. 


S I R, 


I COME to the fort merely to find a letter from Captain Morriſon 
to me, which I beg you to lay before the Board to-day, that their plea- 
ſure may be taken upon it. I am not well enough to riſk a long 
Council to day, and deſire therefore you would make my excuſe to the 
Board. Be pleaſed to minute the time of my teaving Council yeſterday, 
that my ſanction may appear to nothing that came under conſideration 
excepting the acceptance of four Lacks of Pagodas from the Rajah, 
which approbation I left in writing, preſerving the opinions I gave in 
Conſultation the 24th of laſt month, when the Board addreſſed a letter to 
the Preſident, 


I am, Sir, 
Your very obedient ſervant, 


| ROBERT FLETCHER. 
The 
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The following letters to Bombay and Mg on are now read, . | 
and ordered to be diſpatched. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſq. Governor-General, Sc. Council 


of Fort William in Bengal. 


Mann Sir and Sirs, 


WHEN we did ourſelves the honour to write you the 2gth of 
March, we informed you that our Preſident was ſetting out for Tanjore, 
to execute the orders of the Company received by the Grenville. The 
Rajah of Tanjore was accordingly reſtored to his Government on the 
11th April, and our Preſident returned hither the 5th inſtant. 


The encloſed is copy of a letter from the Rajah. We did not think it 
right to take any additional country near Devy Cotah; we have acqui- 
eſced in his other requeſts, and think the benefit to our Honourable 
* which will ariſe therefrom, will be very conſiderable. 


Accompanying we ſend you an extract of a letter encloſed to our Pre- 
ſident by the Chief of Tellicherry. 


Sir Edward Hughes arrived here this morning with his Majeſty's 
ſhip Saliſbury and Swallow ſloop. 


Mr. William Chambers proceeds to tad to ſerve the Honourable 
the Supreme Court of Judicature as principal interpreter and Perſian 
tranſlator, in purſuance of the recommendation of your Honour, &c. of 
the 13th March 1775; his continuance on the Coaſt has been neceſ- 
ſary to this time. 


We have the honour to be, with great reſpect, 


; Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
14th May, 1776. | | 
PIGO T Ke. Council. 


Qq A To 


General let- 
ter to Bengal, 
with copy of 
a letter from 
the Rajah of 
Tanjore, and 
adviſing of 
Mr. Cham- 


- bers's depar- 


ture for 


( 


2 @ the Honourable William Hernly, E.. Profident an Governor, Sc. 
Council of Bombay. 


Honourable Sir. and Sirs, 


Letter to WE have had the pleaſure to receive your letter of the 24th Marchj. 
Danby, ad- Sth, 15th April. 


Jore's reſto· When we did ourſelves the pleaſure to write to you the 29th of 
enclofing co- March, we informed you that our Preſident was ſetting « out for Tagjore, . 
py — to execute che orders of the Company received by the Grenville. 
The Rajah of Tanjore was accordingly reſtored to his Government on 
the 11th April, and our Preſident returned hither the ;th inſtant, 


The encloſed is a copy of a letter from the Rajah. We did not think 
it right to take any additional country near Nevy Cotah; we have ac- 
quieſced in his other requeſts, and we think the benefits to our Honour- 
able Maſters, which will ariſe therefrom, will be very conſiderable. 


Sir Edward. Hughes arrived here this morning with his Majeſty's. 
fhip Saliſbury and Swallow ſloop... 


We are with eſteem, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, . 


Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 


14th May, 1776. | 
PI OT, &c. Council. 


Letter to the A draft of a letter to the Court of Directors, adviſing of the reſtora- 

1 er qa tion of the Rajah of Tanjore, is now read and approved, and ordered to 

Bombay. be diſpatched by expreſs Pattamars to Bombay, that it may arrive if 
poſſible before the departure of the Grenville from the other coaſt, 


At 
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Fb the Honourable the Court of Directors for A Fairs of the Honourable the- 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies. 
Military Department. - 
Honourable, . wo 


WE paid our reſpects to you by the Ankerwyke and Hillſborough, 
under date the 14th February, and then acquainted you that the Na- 


bob had admitted your troops into the garriſon of Tanjore the gth of 


that month. 


No perſuaſions however could induce him to concur in reſtoring. 
the Rajah. . He ſaid he would not oppoſe the execution of your or- 


ders, but would never conſent to give up the Tanjore country. So- 


circumſtanced, we determined, in conſequence of the orders you had 


been pleaſed to ſend us by the Grenville, to reſtore the Rajah by your 


authority, and we thought proper to entruſt the execution of thoſe or- 
ders to our Preſident. . He ſet out the 3zoth March, and returned. from 


Tanjore the-5th May; and we have now the pleaſure to tell you, that 


the Rajah is put into poſſeſſion of the whole country his father held: 
in 1762, when the treaty was concluded with the Nabob. 


His fort is not only garriſoned by your troops, but his country 
protected by them alſo; he has on this account engaged to pay into 
your caſh 400,000 Pagodas annually, and will keep no other troops 
himſelf but what are neceſſary for his guards, the number not to ex- 


ceed 500. We have the greater ſatisfaction in informing you of _ : 


as every meaſure we have taken has been at his requeſt. . 


And the encloſed copy of the Rajah's letter will we flatter ourſelves 
give your Honours perfect ſatisfaction. We did not think it right to 
accept any additional country near Devy Cotah ; we have complicd with. 

4 the 


| 

1 
| 

| 
| 

| 
1 
| 
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the Rajah's requeſts in all other reſpects. And our Preſident begs leave 
to aſſure you, that he cannot expreſs how grateful the Rajah is for the 
Juſtice you have done him, nor how much he merits your countenance 
and protection. | | 


Fort St. George, We are, Honourable, 


14th May, 1776. 
5 | Your faithful humble ſervants, 


Pigot 
Geo. Stratton 
Rob. Fletcher 
G. Dawſon 
Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruſſell 
A. Dalrymple 
J. M. Stone 
Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan 


Geo. Mackay. 


( x89. ) 
At a Conſultation, 
PRESEN T, 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 
George Stratton | Sir Robert Fletcher 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple 
John Maxwell Stone  Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan | George Mackay, 


REA letter from the Rajah of Tanjore, dated the 4th inſtant, 


repreſenting the neceſſity of orders being iſſued for apprehending ſuch 
| Polygars and Cavalygars, as may commit diſturbances and plunder and 


then retire to the other ſide of the Coleroon, and complaining of Ton- 
deman for diſturbing his country, and ſeizing upon villages that did 
not belong to him. 


/ | : 
In conſequence of which the following letter is now ordered to be 


dilpatched to Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, commanding at Tanjore. 
To Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, commanding at Tanjore. 


SIR), 

The Rajah having having complained that robbers frequently came 
acroſs the Coleroon and plundered in the Tanjore country, you «ill 
take every means in your power to ſeize ſuch robbers, and deliver them 
over to the Rajah, that they may be puniſhed as they deſerve; 

I am, Sir, 
Fort St. George, | Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


16th May, 1776. | 
R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


The 


R r 


Thurſ 
16th Mey, 


1776. 


The King 4 
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to the Rajah. 


Letter to the 


Letter to the | 


— Fr of pro- 


four Lacks of 


nually in con- 
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The Preſident lays before the Board draft of a letter that he yeſterday 
diſpatched to the Rajah of Tanjore, acknowledging the receipt of the 
Rajah's letter of the 7th inſtant ; acquainting him that the congratula- 
tions he has received from Hyder Ally Cawn and the Marattas have 
given great ſatisfaction; that neceſſary meaſures ſhall be taken that the 
channel of the Malcor Calva is kept in the ſtate it has been theſe two. 
years paſt ; that orders ſhall be given that his people are put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of Hanamantagoody, Sacaloor and Mangalacotah ; that Co- 
lonel Harper will receive directions to ſecure ſome of the robbers he 
mentions, and hoping that Tondeman will pay regard to the advice 
that will be given him to prevent improper behaviour in the Polygars ;, 
likewiſe mentioning that proper people are ordered to receive the 
Paddy which may be collected. 


The following letter to the Rajah of Tanjore is. now read ad. ap- 
proved. 


To the Rajab of Tanjore.. 


SIR, 


WITH the greateſt ſatisfaction 1 tell. you, that on my arrival here 

I found every gentleman of the Council was of opinion with me, that 
the requeſt you were pleaſed to make in your letter. of the 12th of 
April ſhould be complied with; namely, that your fort ſhould be gar- 
riſoned by the Company's troops, and your country protected by them 
likewiſe. They think with me alſo that the ſum of four Lacks of Pa- 
godas per annum is a ſufficient and proper allotment for the expenſes 
the Company may be at, and I accordingly accept the ſame in full 
thereof. Your reſolution to rely upon the Company alone for pro- 
tection and ſupport, will be a means of ſtrengthening the friendſhip be- 
tween you and the. Company, and preventing wy diſturbances in theſe 
parts; 
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parts; it will be therefore neceſſary to adhere ſtrictly to this reſo- 
| lation. | | | 


Your determining not to keep a greater number of troops for your 
body guard than five hundred is a mark of your prudence, and I ac- 
quieſce in your keeping. that: number. 


] have given orders for proper people to receive on the Company's 


account what grain you ſhall pleaſe to ſend to the ſea- ſide. 


The Eaſt-India Company have no deſire to enlarge their poſſeſſions, 
and are well fatisfied with the graat your father was pleaſed to make 
them of Devy Cotah. 2 TTY 
I remaio,.with the greateſt eſteem, Sir, 
Your.moſt obedient 
16th May,. and moſt humble ſervant, 
1776. | PIGOFT. 


17th.. Sent the following letter to Mr. Paul Benfield. 


To: Mr. Paul Benfield.. 
8 IR. | 

FA M directed by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council 
to acquaint you, that on Monday morning next they intend taking into 
conſideration your ſeveral letters on the claims which you repreſent to 
have on the Tanjore country; and further I am directed to inform you, 
chat you are given this early notice, in order that you may prepare and 
lay before them whatever elſe you may have to offer on that ſubject. 


| I am, Sir, 
Fort St. George, Your. moſt obedient Servant, 


13th May, 1776, Neo JOSEPH SULIVAN, Secretary. 
| At 


To Mr. Ben- 
field, adviſing 
him when his 
letters will 


come under 


conſideration. 


Letter from 
Mr. Benfield, 
on the ſubject 
of his claims 
on the Tan- 
jore country. 
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At a Conſultation, 
PR ES E N x, 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton, 


Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple © 
Joha Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay. 


Sir Robert Fletcher, Mr. Dawſon, and Mr. Brooke, indiſpoſed. 


Read the followin g letter from Mr. Paul Benfield. 


To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident and Governor, &c. Council 
| of Fort St. George, | 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


I HAD the honour to addreſs the Right Honourable Preſident the 
13th and 14th, and the Board the 22d ultimo, regarding my claims on 
the Tanjore country; and 1 have ſince been acquainted, that the grain of 
the preſent crop, delivered over to me by the Circar on account of my 
claims, hath been taken poſſeſſion of by the Company's Seapoys and 
the people of the Rajah; alſo of the ſeizure of that which had been 
delivered on account of the debts of the inhabitants to the Circar, aſ- 
ſigned over to me; and likewiſe, that my people have been removed 
from their ſtations in the .mortgaged diſtricts, and from collecting the 
debts of the inhabitants aſſigned to me ; and that a ſtop hath been put 
to my ſclling the grain of the laſt year, that I had received from the 
Nabob, on account of former loans, in the different parts of the Tan- 

ore country. I flatter myſelf, a juſt claim, ſo conſiderable in itſelf, 
2 | will 
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will meet with due attention, and that your candour will relieve me 
from the difficulties the late meaſures have brought me under, while ſo 
large a property remains in ſuſpenſe. 


I am with reſpect, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Fort St. George, Your very devoted and obedient ſervant, 
6th May, _ PAUL BENFIELD. 


To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident and Governor, &c. Council 


of Fort St, * 
NV Lord and Gentlemen, 


IN my former letters I acquainted you, among other matters, that I 


had grain in ſeveral parts of the Tanjore country, and debts due to me 
from many of the inhabitants, amounting together to about ſixty thouſand 
Pagodas ; thoſe were independent of my claims on account of the Cir- 
car, and the grain was what I had purchaſed, the produce of a former 
year. I am now acquainted, that with the ſame power which had been 
before exerciſed, my grain is ſeized, my people are driven away from 
collecting the debts due to me from the inhabitants, and grain that thoſe 
inhabitants had mortgaged, and delivered over to my people as ſecurity for 


their debts, is likewiſe taken poſſeſſion of. In this manner am I deprived 


of my juſt rights, and my affairs thrown iato the utmolt diſorder, at a 
time when I had every reaſon to expect to receive the produce of my ſe- 
veral mortgages, &c. when the Subah of Mannargoody, aſſigned over in 

mortgage to me, contained at the time I was deprived of it nearly ſuffi- 
cient to have diſcharged my claims on that diſtrict, and when I con- 
ceived myſelf certain of receiving my other claims, as many of the inha- 


bitants had delivered over to me * in depoſite on account of their 


debts to the Circar.. 


You we be ſenfible I am unable to ſupport myſelf againſt the 


difficulties of ſo conſiderable a property, thus embarraſſed and thrown 
8 into 


Letter from 
Mr. Benfield- 
on the ſame 
ſubject, 


| 
1 
| 
q! 
j 


Minute. 


ſhip. I am with reſpect, 
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into ſuſpenſe, I believe that, in the moſt cruel time of war, property 
of individuals of the nations we were at war with hath been held 
ſacred and preſerved to them; I think this was obſerved throughout 
America and the Weſt-Indies all the laſt war, where the greateſt 
change of ſovereignty happened ; ſurely then I ſhall not in the preſent 
caſe be deprived of my property by the meaſures of the Govern- 
ment I live under, and from which I may reaſonably "uy ſupport _ 
and protection. 


In anſwer to the Letter I received on Friday laſt from your Se- 
cretary, I have to add, that I have candidly ſubmitted you a plain 
ſtate of my claims on the Tanjore country, and ſuch as I truſt the 


| Nabob will be ready to vouch in an ample manner; what there is 


further to be offered in ſupport of my property, as a ſubject under 
your government, I beg leave to ſubmit to the wiſdom of your Lord- 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


| Your very devoted humble Servant, 
Fort St. George, | | 
20th May, 1776. PAUL BENFIELD. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Benfield's letters do lie upon the table for the 
conſideration of a full Board, and in the mean time that the Secretary 


do call upon him, purſuant to his letter of the 22d ultimo, to lay before 


the Board ſufficient vouchers, &c. of his claims, as well as to furniſh 
them with every neceſſary information relative to the nature and cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe claims, and the periods at which the debts were 
contracted, 


he 


Conformable to the reſolution of laſt conſultation, the following 
letter was this day ſent to Mr. Benfield. 


4 | h To 
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N To Mr. Paul Beafield. 
S 1 R, 
AM directed by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council Letter to Mr, 


I , Benfield re- 
to deſire that you will, purſuant to your letter of the 22d ultimo, lay — 3 


before them ſufficient vouchers, &c, of the claims which you repre- vouchers of 

| . | | L his claims on 
ſent to have on the Tanjore country, and further that you will the Tanjore - 
furniſh them with every neceſſary information relative to the nature Country. 
and circumſtances of thoſe claims, and the periods at which the 


debts were contracted. 
I -am, Sir, 
| Your moſt obedient Servant, 
Fort St. George, A* 
23d May, 1776. R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary: 


At a Conſultation, 


= bes 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. — 
George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruflell Alexander Dalrymple 
John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay. 


Read the Minutes of laſt Conſultation. 


THE Secretary lays before the Board the following letter a 
Mr. Benfield : 


To 


The conſide - 
ration of his 
claims defer- 


Letter from 
Col. Harper. 


The Chief of 


the robbers 
who infeſt the 
Tanjore 
country an in- 
habitant of 
WarriourPol- 
km, 
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To M.. Secretary Sulivan. 


SIR, 


1 BEG the favour you will repreſent to the Right Honourable the 
Preſident and Council, that I have not been able to prepare my letter in 
anfwer to your's of the 23d inſtant, but I ſhall be careful it be ſent to 


you to-morrow morning before 10 o'clock. 


I am, Sir, | 


Your obedient ſervant, 


27th May, 1776. PAUL. BENFIELD: 


— | 
As Mr. Benfield repreſents his being unable to addgeſs the Board 
to-day, 1t is. refolved to meet at ten o'clock to-morrow morning, - to. 
take into conſideration the claims which he repreſents himſelf to have 
on the Tanjore country. 


Read letter from Lieutenant-Colonet Harper, commanding at Tanjore. 


To the R ight Honourable the Preſident and Council of Fort St. George. 


Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


1 TAKE the liberty to acquaint you, that I have given ſtrict orders. 
to the parties of Seapoys employed in different parts of this country, to 
apprehend if poſſible the robbers that plunder the inhabitants in many 
parts, and ſhall take every means in my power to put a ſtop to it; but 
I am afraid it will be difficult to accompliſh, as by what I can learn 
the Chief of theſe people refides at Warriour Pollam, by name Ma- 
balinga Padyachee, and detaches parties to effect their robberies in 


A 


the Tanjore diſtricts; he is ſaid to have @ large body of men at his 


diſpoſal. I am, with perfect reſpect, 
Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moft obedient ſervant, 

Tanjore, * „ NOR 
22d May, 1776. H. FARPER 

From the above letter it app̃earing that the Chief of thoſe people 
who infeſt and plunder the Tanjore country refides at Warriour 
Pollam, the Preſident is defired to repreſent it to the Nabob, and 
requeſt that orders may be given, that a ſtop may be put to ſuch 
practices in future. 


Read letter from the Nabob, dated the 22d inſtant, in anſwer to 
the Preſident's letter of the 13th inſtant, repreſenting his having 
made- over towards the payment of his debts the country of Tan- 
jore, as a pledge or mortgage to ſome of his creditors for about 


s Lacks and 2.5,000 Pagodas, and to another for about 3 Lacks of 


Pagodas, excluſive of intereſt. That he learns, from the expreſs 
declarations of thoſe perſons reſpectively, that one has received about 
12,750 Pagodas, and another 8,500 Pagodas; and the troops and 
other Tunkaw-holders may have received in the fame proportion. 
That in any event, whatever may have been the produce of this year, 
it has not been paid to the Tunkaw-holders, to his troops, nor into 
his treaſury. That he does not know whether more than about 
3 Lacks of Pagodas have been expended of this year's collections on 
his account, and that what remains, if they have been 12 Lacks, as 
mentioned by the Preſident, muſt ſtill be in the country. 


At a Conſultation. Preſent as before. 


THE Board being met, purſuant to yeſterday's. reſolution, proceed 
to take into conſideration the claims which Mr, Paul Benfield repre- 
ſents 


'E -Þ 


The Preſdent 
to apply to 
the Nabob. 


Letter from 
the Nabob 
reſpecting his 
alignment on 
the Tanjore 
country, and 
the ſums re- 
ceived by the 
Tunkau dars. 


Toe day, 
29h May » 
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Letter from 

Mr. Benfield 
on the ſubject 
of his claims 
on the Tan- 
Jore country, 
with letter to 
him trom the 


Nabob. 
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ſents to have on the Tanjore country ; in conſequence of which the 
following letters are now read: 


Letter from Mr. Paul Benfield, dated 3 entered in Conſul- 
tation 24th of April 1776. 
Ditto 6th May, ditto 20th May. 
Ditto 20th May, ditto 20th May. 
Together with the following received from him this morning: 


To the Right + Land Pigot, Preſident and "bY Sc. Council of 
| Fort St. George. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 
I HAVE received a letter from your Secretary of the 23d inſtant. 


The nature of my property and claims in the Tanjore country I repre- 


ſented to the Right Honourable Preſident previous to the laſt Conſul- 
tation before his departure to Tanjore; and as I could not know there 
was any intention to deprive me of my property, I conceived ſuch re- 
preſentation made to the Preſident of your Board ſufficient, eſpecially 
as he was charged with the management of the Tanjore buſineſs. I 
attended the Right Honourable Preſident to Tanjore, and, previous to 
the Seapoys taking poſſeſſion of my property, I furniſhed his Lordſhip 
with the particulars, in the letter I wrote him on the 13th ultimo, 
which is before your Board, 


My claims on the Subah of Mannargoody are in the following 
manner: | 


17755 . Pagodas. 
February 7th, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account 
of bond debt for advances made by me, . 11, 0 
gth, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account of bond 
debt for advances made by me, 27,000 


Carried over 38, ooo 
| May 
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Brought over 38,000 8 
May 31ſt, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account 8 
of bond debt for advances made by me, 63,681 23 50 
31ſt, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account of bond | 
debt for advances made by me, 10,994 1 62 
31ſt, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account of bond | 
debt for advances made by me, | 8,78) 23 50 
July 16th, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account | Eire 
of bond debt for advances made by me, 13,421 5 28 
16th, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account of 
bond debt for advances made by me, 1,276 40 0 
Auguſt 23d, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account 
of bond debt for advances made by me, 80,000 o 
October 3iſt, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on ac- | 
count of bond debt for advances made by me, 2, 5 0 0 © ® 
November 8th, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on ac- | 
count of bond debt for advances made by me, 88,949 26 20 
17th, By the Nabob's Perwannah, on account of | 
bond debt for advances made by me, 61,480 o© © 
Total n 36 42 


DP” 


. Thoſe Perwannahs have been duly regiſtered in the Cutcherry at 
Combagonum by the Dobbeer, and for the diſcharge of them the 
aſſignment and mortgage of Mannargoody Subah was made over to 
me, according to the cuſtom of the country, and duly regiſtered in 


the Cutcherry by the Dobbeer. 


The order I was furniſhed with by the Nabob for twenty thouſand 


Pagodas (20,000 P.) on Papanaſhem, was for the like ſum paid by 
me 


( 268 ) 
me to Nazib Cawp at Tanjore, for his troops, in January 1775; and 
the order on Puttcotah for fifteen thouſand Pagodas (1 5,000 P!) was 
for the like ſum paid to the Nabob's people at Tanjore, for the ſervice 


of the fort in November 1774. Thoſe orders have been duly n 
in the Cutcherry by the Dobbeer. "OY 


The ad made to the inhabitants through the Circar, amount- 
ing to one hundred and twenty thoufand, fix hundred and twenty-nine 
Pagodas, (120,629 P'.) to enable them to carry on the cultivation, 
were to have been diſcharged from the inhabitants' ſhares of the preſent 
crop, according to the cuſtom of the country, It had been agreed that 
the inhabitants“ bonds to the Circar ſhould be a ſecurity to me for receiv- 
ing the ſam I advanced, and the Dobbeer had accordingly furniſhed 
my people with authority from the Cutcherry to collect the amount of 
thoſe debts. 


The Nabeb hath furniſhed me wich a certificate of ſeveral out- ſtand- 
ing concerns I had with him in the Tanjore country, a tranſlate of 
which I have the honour to encloſe you; the original is at hand, for the 
inſpection of your Lordſhip, &c. ſhould you think it neceſſary. 


When the Company's Seapoys entered the Subah of Mannargoody, 
it is well known I was in poſſeſſion of the revenues of that diftit, At 
that time I had received grain in depoſite within the Subah, on account 
of the Circar debts, in quantity, on the neareſt eſtimate I can make, it 
not having been exactly aſcertained, about five Lacks of Cultums, 
( 500,000 CuP) ; alſo I had received in depoſite, out of the ſhares of the 
inhabitants in the ſeveral diſtricts, towards the diſcharge of their debts for 
adyances, on the neareſt eſtimate I can make, the quantity not having 
been exactly aſcertained, about one hundred and ſixty thouſand Cullums 
(160,000 Cui“). The revenues and grain have been feized by the 
Company's Sceapoys and the people of the Rajah, and now my property 
is daily diſpofing of. 8. 
> Excluſive 


( 169 ) 


Excluſive of my concerns with the Circar, I had remaining in ſeveral 
parts of the Tamore country grain which I had purchaſed of the crop 
of the former year, in quantity two Lacks, twenty-four thouſand and 
forty-four Cullums, (2,24,044 CuP) which hath been ſeized. I have 
debts due to me from many of the inhabitants, amounting to about 
fixty thouſand Chuckrams, (60,000 Ch) and about eighty thouſand 


Cullums of grain, on the neareſt eſtimate I can make, the quantity not 


having been exactly aſcertained, were mortgaged and delivered to me on 
account of thoſe debts; but my people have been driven away from col- 
lecting theſe debts, and the grain ſeized that had been I and 
depoſited on . account. hy 


You muſt be ſenſible how prejudicial delay muſt be to me; I hope 
your Lordſhip, &c. will give me a letter to the Rajah, that he may 
cauſe the grain which was in poſſeſſion of my people to be immediately 
reſtored, and the inhabitants to pay to me ſuch debts as can be proved, 
according to the cuſtom of the country, to be due from them. 


I truſt theſe repreſentations, &c. ate ſufficiently circumſtantial, and 
that your Lordſhip, &c. will ſee juſtice done to me. I am with reſpect, 


Fort St. George, 14 My Lord and Gentlemen, 
28th May, £796. Your very devoted and obedient ſervant, 
PAUL BENFIELD. 


Tran * of @ Letter from his Highneſs the Nabob to Mr. Paul Ben feld, 
dated 26th May, 1776. 


THE money on account of ſeveral bonds which I owe wa you, and 
which was paid by you on my account to the Company for prize 
money, for repairing the fort of Tanjore, to my troops at Tanjore, and 
for ſundry other purpoſes, amounted in the whole, to 369,091 Pa- 

| Uu | godas ; 


| 
| 
: 
i 
N 
: 
| 
1 
| 


Mr. Benficld 
to be called 
upon for an 
account of the 
ſums received 
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godas; for ſecuring the payment of which to you, I agreed in laſt No- 
vember to mortgage to you the revenues of Maunargoody, in the Tan- 
jore country, till your money ſhould: be paid off; and in conſequence 
I gave my orders to the Dobbeer, who was there manager of that coun- 
try, to prepare and ſign the deeds of mortgage, and to deliver them to 
your people, and alſo to put into their poſſeſſion the revenues of Man- 


nargoody, according to the cuſtom of the country; and the Dobbeer 


reported to me, in his letter of the goth November laſt, that he had 
executed my orders: beſides which, I gave you a Perwannah on the Pa- 
panaſſy country for 20, ooo Pagodas, which you had advanced, in the 
month of January 1775, to Mahomed Nazib Cawn for the uſe of my 


troops; I alſo gave you a Perwannah for 15,000 Pagodas, which you 


had advanced for the uſe of the fort in the month of November. 1774. 


It is cuſtomary in this country to make advances to the inhabitants, 
for the purpoſe of cultivating and planting the land; and in the months 
of Auguſt, September, and October laſt, when. Ameer Ul. Omrah Be- 
hauder was in the management of the Tanjore country, he made large 
advances to the inhabitants, for which he took their bonds, payable 
out of their ſhare of the crops, according to the cuſtom of the country; 
and to aſſiſt me in making theſe large advances, he took up from you 
120,659 Pagodas, for which he gave you his bonds; and to ſecure the 
payment thereof, it was agreed with you, that the bonds of the inha- 

bitants ſhould be held by you as ſecurity, and that you ſhould receive 
the monies due by ſaid bonds from the inhabitants until you ſhould 


be cleared off. 5 | 
| | James Wooley, Secretary to. 


his Highneſs the Nabob. 


Ordered, That Mr. Benfield be called upon for an account of the 
particulars of the ſums he has received from the Tanjore country, and 


for the bonds from the inhabitants to Ameer Ul Omrah, mentioned to 
| 2 | baue 
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on the cultivation of the country; likewiſe for a particular account of 
the debts of 60,000 Chuckrams due to him from ſundry of the inha- 
bitants. 


Mr. Dalrymple delivers in the following Minute: 


Endeavours having been uſed to perſuade members of this Board, 
that they are liable as individuals to proſecutions at law for their con- 
duct in their public capacity concerning the Tunkaws on the Tanjore 
country, it appears to me eſſentially neceſſary, if any member of this 

Board has ſuch an opinion, that the grounds for that opinion ſhould 
be now declared, that the matter may be fairly diſcuſſed. 


For my own part I ſhall make no ſcruple to declare, that J do not 
think myſelf at all liable to any proſecution for executing the Compa- 
ny's orders; nor can I conceive on what grounds it can be ſuppoſed, 
that either the Company or individuals are or can be ſubject to proſe- 
cutions in this matter. 


1 That the Board do meet again to-morrow morning at 
10 o'clock, to take the ſubject of Mr. Benfield's claims into further 
conſideration. 


© 28th. Conformably to the orders of yeſterday, the following letter: 


has been this day ſent to Mr. Benfield :. 


To Mr. Paul Ben field. 


SIR, 
THE Right Honourable the Prefident and Council have directed 
me to call upon you for an account of the particulars of the ſums. 


you have received from the Tanjore country, and. for. the bonds from 
| | the 


have been delivered to him as ſecurity for the money advanced to carry 


by him from 
the Tanjore 
country, and 
ſundr yx 
vouchers of 
his claims. 


Minute of 
Mr. Dalrym-- 


ple, propoſing. 
to have it diſ- 


cuſted at the 


Board, whe- 
ther their 
public mea- 
{ures can ſub- 
ject them to 
proſecutions 


as individuals. 


( 
the inhabitants to Ameer Ul Omrah, mentioned to have been delivered 
to- you as ſecurity for the money advanced to carry on the cultivation 


of the country ; likewiſe for a particular account of the debt of 4 
-Chuckrams due to you from ſundry of the inhabitants. 


| 1 am, Sir, | 
Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
28th May, 1776. 
| R. 2 SULIVAN, n 


29th. Diſparchied the following Wer to the Governor-General 
and Council of Bengal: | 


To the Honourable Warren Ha flings, Eſq. Governor-General, Sc. Council 
of Fort William. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


WE this day received a letter under your addrefs from the Gover- 
nor and Council of Bombay, which we have now the honour to 1 


you. We are, 
| Honourable Sir and Sins, 


Fort St. George, Tour moſt 6bedicnt and moſt humble ſervants, 
28th May, 1776. | | 
| P IG O I. &c. Council. 


At 


653 


At a Conſultation, 


E 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 

Claud Ruſſel! Alexander Dalrymple 

John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay. 


Read the Minutes of laſt Conſultation, 


THE Board having met purſuant to — the following 
letter is now read from Mr. Benfield : 


Tothe Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Prefident and Governor, Sc. Council 
of Fort St. Oe 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


I HAVE received your Secretary's letter of yeſterday. I have 
conſtantly addreſſed your Lordſhip, &c. reſpecting my claims on the 
Tanjore country, on the following heads : 


Firſt, My claim, by virtue of mortgage and aſſignment, of the reve- 
nues of the Subah of Mannargoody, for the Nabob's debt to me of three 
hundred and ſixty- nine thouſand and ninety Pagodas, thirty-ſix Fa- 
nams, and forty-two Caſh (369,090 36 42 C.) 


Second, My claim, by virtue of the Nabob's orders on the Subah of 
Papanaſhem, for twenty thouſand (20,000) and on the Subah of 
Puttcotah for fifteen thouſand (1 5,000) Pagodas, 


> 7 Third, 


Wedneſday, 
2gth May, 


1776, 


, 
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Third, My claims, on account of advances made to the inhabitants 
through the Circar, to the amount of one hundred and twenty thouſand 
fix hundred and fifty- nine (1 0,659, T') for which J have the bonds of 


Ameer Ul Omrah Behauder, as Naib or manager of the Tanjore coun- 


try at the time, and the inhabitants“ bonds aſſigned me as collateral | 
ſecurity. 


Fourth, My property and claims on many of the inhabitants in the 
Tanjore country independent of my concerns with the Circar. 


Of che firſt. I complain to you of the injuries I have ſuſtained 
from the meaſures and conduct of the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, 
while acting under your commiſſion, in cauſing the grain that had 
deen depoſited with me to be ſeized by the Company's Seapoys, and 
in depriving me of the means further to collect the revenues. 


The Nabob hath avowed his having made to me the ſaid mortgage 
and aſſignment, and the deeds have been regiſtered in the Cutcherry 
by the public officers, according to the cuſtom of the country. I was 
put in poſſeſſion in conſequence by the official authority of Dobbeer, 
who doubtleſs hath made the Right Honourable Lord 2925 acquaint- 
ed with theſe cirtumſtances. | 


From this Subah my people have received a few thouſand Chuck- 


rams. The exact ſum] cannot give you, but I believe amounting 


40 about fourteen or fifteen thouſand Pagodas ; whatever it be, the 
Dobbeer has taken regular receipts, for which will be duly credited. 


The revenues ariſe chiefly from grain, ſorne of which had been-cut 
and delivered into my poſſeſſion ; what was ſtanding on the ground 
was ſurely equally my tight; for it is well known, that grain ſtanding 
on the ground is paid and received as property throughout the whole 
country. | | 
Ot 
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Under this head, I afk that you will cauſe my property to be reſto- 
red, and juſtice to be done to me, in ſecuring for me hat I am eati- 
tled to by virtue of the ſaid mortgage and aſſignment. 


Of the ſecond. I hope you will cauſe the orders on Papanaſhem and 
Puttcotah to be diſcharged, as I have received nothing from them. 
This claim the Nabob hath likewiſe NING and it 1s regiſtered 
in the Cutcherry. 


Of the third. My claim is founded on the bonds of Ameer Ul 
Omrah Behauder, as Naib or manager of the country at the time, for 
ſums ſupplied him to aſũſt in the public advances made to the inhabi- 
tants, according to the cuſtom of the country, and thoſe debts of the 
inhabitants made over to me as ſecurity. The records of the Cut- 
cherry will prove the tranſaction, and from the 2 the public 
officer, I had authority to receive theſe ſums. 


The bonds of che inhabitants I have not at Madras; 1 conclude 
they are either depoſited in the Cutcherry, or in the hands of my peo- 
ple to the ſouthward. 


This claim is likewiſe vouched by the Nabob in his letter of certi- 
ficate. I aſk that the Rajah may cauſe the inhabitants to pay to me 
what is juſtly due from them on account of theſe advances. 


Of che fourth. The inhabitants ſtand indebted to me for balances 
of account - current; a ſet of books only cauld furniſh you with the par- 
ticulars. What J have to aſk of you under this head is, that I may be 
furniſhed with a letter to the Rajah, to cauſe the grein that was my 
property, and in poſſeſñion of my people, the produce of the laſt year, 
(not of the preſent crop) to be immediately reſtored, in quantity two 
Lacks twenty-four thouſand and forty-four (2,24,044) Cullums; alſo 
that which had been d poſited with me by the inhabitants on account 

of 
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of their debts, as already ſet forth, and that the ſaid inhabitants do pay 
to me ſuch debts as ſhall be proved to be juſtly due from them. 


My loans and concerns with the Circar have been made known to 
your Board in the moſt public manner, for I came under engage- 
ments to pay to the Dutch the ſum ſtipulated in the treaty made with 
the Nabob in 1773. Such engagement made an article in that treaty, 
which I underſtand received the approbation of your Board, alſo of 
the Court of Directors, and the Courts of England and Holland. 


I have further, within the laſt three years, paid into the Company's 
Treaſury on my own bills, on the Nabob's account, ſums to the amount 
of nearly twenty Lacks (20, oo, ooo) of Pagodas, 


As I am addreſſing you upon a cafe of property, you will doubtleſs 
allow the degree of freedom that is neceſſary to ſupport my right. I 
beg your leave to ſuggeſt, that I think Lord Pigot in this inſtance 
becomes a party; it is by his meaſures, and in the execution of his or- 
ders, that I am deprived of my property, and driven to, the brink of 
ruin and deſpair. When I appeal to your candour and to your juſtice, 
is it conſiſtent he ſhould be one of my judges ? Had the meaſures 1 
complain of been adopted by your particular orders, I know not how 


the ſubject of my repreſentations could have been a queſtion before 
your Board, ES 


1 uam with reſpect, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Your very devoted and 


Fort St. George, Obedient humble ſervant, 
29th May, 1776. | 
PAUL BENFIELD. 


4 In 


G 


— 


In anſwer to that part of Mr. Benfield's letter, where he complains 
of the injuries he has ſuſtained from the ĩmeaſures and conduct of the 
Right Honourable Lord Pigot, while acting under the commiſſion of 
the Board, in cauſing -the grain that had been depoſited with him. to 
be ſeized by the Company's Seapoys, and in "yg him of the means 
further to collect the revenues; | 


| The Preſident deſires that the reſolution of Council, 2 5th March laſt, 
may be read, as well as the orders that were given the officers com- 

manding the battalion of Seapoys, and the form of an order from him 
to ſuch officers as he ſhould ſend on detachment ; in conſequence of 
which they are now read, and entered as follows : 


Extra of Minutes of Conſultation, 25th March, 1776. 
The ſafety of Tanjore, and the ſecurity of the Rajah and his family, 
appearing to make it neceſſary not only that an Engliſh garriſon ſhould 


be in the fort, but that the country alſo be protected by the Company's 
troops; | | 


Reſolved, therefore, To ſend another battalion of Seapoys to the 
| ſouthward, the better to enable the Rajah of Tanjore to collect in his 
revenues, if this meaſure proves agreeable to him. 


To Captain N of the 6th Battalion of Seapoys. 


SIR, 
YOU are hereby directed to proceed to Mayaveram with the battalion 
under your command, leaving at Paupanuſum and Combagonum, as you 
pais, ſuch part of your battalion as the managers for the Rajah's affairs, 


Kiſtnaroy and Bapewna, who accompany you, may deſire, to protect 
the officers of revenue, 


Jam, Sir, | 
Tanjore, | Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
13th April, 1796, PIGOF. 


Yy From 
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Form of an order from Captain Mackenzie 10 his Officers on Detachment. 
SIR, 


IN conſequence of the orders I have received from the Right Ho- 
nourable Lord Pigot, you will proceed to , where you are to protect 
the officers of the Rajah of Tanjore in the management of revenues. 


1am, Sir, &c. 


Whereupon the Preſident deſires the opinion of the Board, as to the 
propriety of thoſe orders with reſpect to the reſolutions of Council 25th 
March laſt, and the powers veſted in him by the Board to carry the or- 
ders of the Company into execution. 


As I was againſt the Preſident's having any military authority, I am in 
doubt whether I ought to give an opinion on any military order given 
by him. The order now produced, as given by the Preſident to Cap- 
tain Mackenzie, appears to me conformable to the reſolution of the 
25th March. 


Mr. Jourdan is of opinion, that the orders given by the Preſi- 
dent are conformable to the reſolutions of Council 25th March. 


As Mr. Palmer conceives the queſtion before the Board to relate 
to the orders given to Captain Mackenzie, he thinks them quite con- 
fonant to the reſolution of the Board 25th March, relative to the 
putting the Rajah in poſſeſſion of Tanjore. 


1 think the orders given by the Preſident were entirely conformable 
to the reſolution of the Board, and to the power veſted in him for the 
purpole of carrying the orders of the Company into execution. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Dalrympte thinks the orders entirely conformable to the refo- 
Jution of Council 25th March laſt. 


Mr. Ruſſell is of the ſame opinion. 


Mr. Brooke is of the ſame opinion. 
Mr. Dawſon is of the ſame opinion. 


Sir Robert Fletcher. —I think the orders not conformable to the re- 
folution of the Board. I think they would have been conformable to 
that reſolution if Lord Pigot had given his orders through 2 
_— and not immediately to Cy Mackenzie. 


Mr. Stratton is of the opinion, the orders given by the Preſident 
are conformable to the reſolution of Council 25th March. 


Reſolved, That the above orders given by the Prefident are con- 
formable to the reſolutions of Council the 25th of March laft, and the 
powers veſted in him by the Board to carry the orders of the Company 
into execution, 


Ordered, That the Secretary do furniſh Mr. Benfield with a copy of 
the orders given by the Preſident to Captain Mackenzie, and the form 
of an order from him (Captain Mackenzie) to his officers on detach- 
ment ; and at the ſame time that Mr. Benfield be informed, if his 
people can point out any officer or Seapoy who has a&ed improperly, 
and he will repreſent the particulars of ſuch behaviour to the Board, 
the neceſſary enquiry ſhall, be made into their conduct. 


The Preſident then moves the following queſtion : 


That 
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That the Rajah of Tanjore being put in the ſull poſſeſſion and ma- 
nagement of his country by the Company's expreſs orders, it is the 
opinion of the Boaad, that it is not in their power to comply with 
Mr. Benfield's requeſts in any reſpect; thoſe claims on individuals, 
which bear the appearance of having no connexions with Govern— 
ment, not being ſufficiently explained to enable the Board to form an 
opinion thereon, and the aſſignment of the Nabob not being admiſſi- 
ble. 


Mr. Mackay thinks it is in the power of the Board to comply with 
Mr. Benfield's requeſt in ſome reſpects, and will deliver in his reaſons 
for thinking ſo at the next conſultation. 


Mr. Jourdan is againſt * queſtion, and will give his reaſons 3 in wri- 
ting at the next conſultation. 


| Mr. Palmer is againſt the queſtion, and will give in his reaſons at 
the next conſultation. 


Mr. Stone for the queſtion. 
Mr. Dalrymple for the queſtion. 
Mr. Ruſſell for the queſtion. 
Mr. Brooke for the queſtion. 
Mr. Dawſon for the queſtion. 


Sir Robert Fletcher againſt the queſtion, and will deliver in bis 
reaſons at the next conſultation. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Stratton againſt the wn and will deliver in his reaſons 
at the next Council. 


The Preſident for the queſtion; and with this ſtronger addition, 
that he thinks Mr. Benfield has broke through the ſtanding orders of 
the Company in many inſtances, by his interferences with the Country 
Governments, as appears by the following extracts from the ſtand- 


ing orders of the . 


Extract of the Honourab'e Court's Letter, dated 27th Oftober, 1 714. 


c WE very well like the injunctions, mentioned in the 77th para- 
graph of your letter by the LO to all our- people, that none of 


„% „„ 


ters; and earneſtly deſire this may be frequently repeated to all places as 
our ſtanding irreverſible order, never to be broken on any occafion, &c." 


Carricd in the atfirmative, fix to five. 
At a Conſultation, Monday, 
Pp R E S E N f., 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Gorernor, Preſident. 


George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruffell Alexander Dalrymple 
John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay. 


THE Secretary lays before the Board the following letter which he 
has received from Mr, L'Epine, accoinpanying an addreſs to them from 
Sir Edward Hughes. 


22 | To 
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To Richard Sulivan, Eſq. 
S.IR, 


I AM directed by the Commodore to ſend you the encloſed packet, 
and to requeſt you to deliver it as foon as his Lordſhip comes to the 
Fort this morning; and I ſhall be obliged to you if you will ſignify 
your having received it, as the Peons are very apt to make miſtakes. 


1 am, Sir, | 
Your very humble ſervant, 


OTE EDWARD LEPINE. 
3d June, 1776. 


Read letter from Sir Edward Hughes. 


To o the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot 0 pręſdent ana 6 Sc. 
Council Fort St. George. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


| IT is with the greateſt.concern, that I find myſelf under the neceſſity 
1 of interfering in any reſpect between the repreſentatives of the Com- 
Hughes, with pany and the Nabob of the Carnatic ; but the accompanying applica- 
copies of a tion from his Highnefs is of ſo alarming a tendency, that I cannot 


ihe Nabob avoid laying it before you as early as poſſible ; part of the King's 
to him, and inſtructions to me being to do my utmoſt to promote the intereſts of 
one to Lord his Majeſty, and the advantage of the United Company of Merchants 
ns tradng to the Eaſt-Indies, and of ſuch Indian Princes with whom 
they have contracted or may contaact engagements ; among theſe the 


Nabob of the Carnatic holds the moſt diſtinguiſhed place. 


My 
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My duty to the King my maſter, my zeal for the Company's wel- 
fare, and the feelings I have for ſo good a friend to both, are with me 
moſt urgent motives for this addreſs; and I have no doubt but that 
you will take ſuch meaſures in conſequence, as will effeEtually pro- 
tect the Nabob from ſuch alarms in future; the national honour and 


intereſt, as well as the welfare of the Company, being materially con- | 


nected with the juſt ſecurity of his Highneſs. 
I have the honour to be, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 


St. Thome, Your moſt obedient and devoted humble ſervant, 
3d June, 1776. 


EDWD. HUGHES. 


His Highneſs the Nabob Wellajau, Ameer ul Hind, Aſuph ud Dowlah, 
Babauder, Sepab Salaur, Sc. Sc. Sc. to Sir Edward Hughes, Sc. Ec. 


THE aſſurances of ſupport and protection I have received from the 


Grand-father of his preſent Majeſty, and repeatedly from his Majeſty 
himſelf and the Company, bad given me the greateſt confidence, that my 


rights and my honour would have been preſerved inviolate ; but the 
apprehenſions under which I now labour, from Lord Pigot's unjuſt _ 


uſe of his power, have arrived at ſo dangerous an height, that I am 


obliged to apply to you for your immediate interference in my ſupport. | 


Lord Pigot, not content with the low and diſgraceful ſtate to which 
he has reduced my authority, by the meaſures which he executed at 
Tanjore, has lately threatened to ſubject me to the moſt perſonal diſgrace. 


On 


Letter from 
the Nabob 
to SirEdward 
Hughes, 
complainin 
of Lord hy 
Pigot. 
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On the 27th inſtant, at eight o'clock in the morning, he came to 
my Durbar, and in the preſence of my brother Morpheuz Cawn Ba- 
hauder, and my fons Omdut ul Omrah, and Ameer ul Omrah Bahau- 
der, and Kerim Moodeen Cawn, declared, in the moſt determined and 
threatening tone of voice, that he wonld place an European guard 
upon my houſe, to keep me a priſoner in his own power; and naming 
members of the Council, he ſaid they were raſcals, and that he would 
diſmiſs them from the ſervice ; he ſaid alſo, that all the white faced 
fellows were raſcals, and that he would not allow any of them to ſee 
me; alſo he aſked Omdut ul Omrah and Ameer ul Omrah why they 
did not kick out all ſuch raſcals. The cauſe of this outrage was my 
having written him a letter on the 26th inſtant (a copy of which is 
encloſed) repreſenting the injuſtice he did me, by ordering a military 
force to march into the Ramanade country, to deprive -me of ſome 
diſtricts there, and put them into the poſſeſſion of Tuljaujee. Can there 
be any oppreſſion equal to depriving a man of his right, and then 
threatening him with the greateſt diſgrace if he dares to make a * 


ſentation of that right? 


As Lord Pigot, on a former occaſion, ordered . to enter my 
garden | in the middle of the night, pretending that he had information 
that I had ordered ſome people to be ill treated there; ſo that I am un- 
der the greateſt alarm that he will proceed to execute in paſſion what 
he threatened, I ſhall then be without remedy. I value my honour 
more than my life. As you are the ſervant of the King and Nation, 
that are my protectors, as you are ſent here for the ſupport of your 
Sovereign's honour, and the intereſt of the Company, ſo.I call upon 
you, by every duty which you owe to juſtice and your high ſtation, to 
write immediately to the Board, and to ſettle fuch meafures with 
them, that my power and family may be ſecured againſt Lord Pigot's 
threats and violence. Such is the juſtice of my cauſe, that I am confi- 
dent the Company will order me full redreſs for the injuries that 
have been done to my government and people by Lord Pigot's con- 

duct 
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duct at Tanjore. But who is to ſupport me againſt thoſe he threatens 
at preſent, unleſs you repreſent to the Council my fituation ? By the 
eſtabliſhed cuſtom I cannot apply to the Council but through the Go- 
vernor, and my complaint is againſt himſelf, 


Unleſs you give immediate aid to the beſt friend the Engliſh ever 
found in India, he muſt fink in the ſea of oppreſſion. 


I ſolemnly declare, and your knowledge of my conduct has proved 
it to you, that I am $a 9 and n to his Majeſty and 
the . 

What can 1 ſay more? 


Given at Wel 9 3d, 1776. 


(Signed) James Wooley, Secretary 
to his en the Nabob. RE 


| co opy of ie 
Lui fr bis Highneſs the Nabob to Lord Pigot, dated 26th May, 1776. 


WH E N your Lordſhip was at Tanjore I gave poſitive orders to my 
managers in that country not to oppoſe the Company's people. I was 
ſoon after informed, that troops belonging to the Company were marched 
to take poſſeſſion of ſome of my countries belonging to Ramnadaporam. 
A's I had not ſent any orders to my managers at Ramnadaporam, and 
God only knew what might happen there, I wrote to Mr. Stratton, who 
- then preſided here, expreſſing my concern, and aſking his advice. I have 
lately repeatedly received letters from-Ally Nevauz and Attaw Huſſein 
Cawn, managers of the Ramanade and Shevagunga countries, men- 


tioning. the arrival of a Company's officer, with two companies of 


Seapoys, and ſome of Tuljaujee's people, to take poſſeſſion of ſome 


diſtricts of thoſe countries; and further, that they intend taking the fort 
of Hummongoody. Some of the Company's Seapoys are arrived at 


Aaa Cutta- 


Letter from 
the Nabob to 


Loxd Pigot. 


( 186 ) 


Cuttapatnam, and have forcibly turned out my people from thence, 
and have ſeized and carried away the Amildar, and poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of the revenues and papers. Surely your Lordſhip ſhould ac- 
quaint me before you proceed to take poſſeſſion of countries. which 
do not belong to Tanjore, but which entirely depend upon Rama- 
nade and Shevagunga ; and you ſhould examine the records, for the 
word of Tuljaujee is not ſufficient authority for taking poſſeſſion of 


my country : but you diſregard all rights. My firm friendſhip to- 


wards the. Company, for theſe thirty years paſt, has been founded on the 
ſtrongeſt attachment to them and to the Engliſh Nation, and from 
thence I have lived in the hope of increaſing my honour, reputation, 
and figure in the world, and which I truſt you will conſider as inſepa- 
rably connected with the honour and intereſts of the Company. I am 
perfectly convinced that the Gentlemen of the Company will not allow 
me thus to ſuffer, nor ſee injuſtice done me; and I am firmly perſuaded, 
that as ſoon as they have a full and clear ftate of affairs here, they will 
alter their opinion in regard to Tanjore: then why ſhould you deſire to 


take my other countries? I therefore write your Lordſhip, that you will 


be pleaſed to give ſtrict orders to your people, that my rights may be 
preſerved, and that they may not interfere in my authority over my 
own countries ; for ſurely it could never be the intention of the Com- 
pany, that I, who have been their invariable firm friend for ſuch a num- 
ber of vears, ſhould meet with ſuch treatment ; and that one, who 


was never a friend to the Engliſh, but on the contrary their enemy, 


ſhould meet with ſuch advantage from their power. 


(copy) EDWARD HUGHES. 


The following anſwer to Sir Edward Hughes is now 9 approved, 
and ordered to de Tent to him : 
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To Sir Edward Hughes, Commander in Chief of his Majefy's 8bips in India 


SIR, | 
| WE. have the honour of your letter of this day. Our Preſident aſ- 


ſures us That the Nabob has totally miſunderſtood him; that he ne- 


ver had a thought of placing a guard over him, although he feared, 
and expreſſed thoſe fears to the Nabob, that the encouragement his 
Highneſs gave to European viſitors, and the impediments to public 
buſineſs, ariſing from the intrigues carried on by them at his Durbar, 
would lay him under the neceſſity to place a guard to bring ſuch per- 
ſons to him, that he-might be acquainted with the nature of their bu- 
ſineſs. | 


We conclude this will be ſufficient to ſatisfy you, Sir, that the 
Nabob's perſon is in perfect ſecurity. Our Preſident declares that no 


wanton indignity was ever intended to his Highneſs, or ever will be 


committed by him, although his ears can never be ſhut to the com- 


plaints of the diſtreſſed ; and we aſſure you that no ſuch indignity to 


the Nabob ſhall be countenanced by this Board, to whom the ma- 
nagement of the Company's affairs on this Coaſt is entruſted. 


We have the honour to be, with the greateſt eſteem, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
PIGOT, &c. Council. 


a4 


The Preſident lays before the Board the following letter, which he 
has received from the Nabob. 


Tranſlation 


Letter to Sir 
Edward 
Haghes, in 
reply to the 


Nabob'scom- 


plaints. 


Letter from 


the Nabob to 
Lord Pigot 
complaining 
of his con- 
duct n 
him. 
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T; ranſlation of a Letter from the Nabob to Lord Pigot, Governor of Madras ; 
dated and received 26th May. | 


AT the time of your Lordſhip' 8 being at Tanjore, I ſent ſtrict orders 
to my ſervants in that country not to oppoſe the Company's people; 
and upon hearing that a part of the Company's troops had marched to 
ſeize ſome of my diſtricts dependent on Ramnaut, I inſtantly wrote 
to Mr. Stratton, then acting Governor, expreſſing my uneaſineſs, and 
requeſting his advice upon the ſubject, as I had not written to my 


managers in the Ramnaut country, and did not know . might 
happen. | 
I have lately received repeated letters from Aly Nevauz Cawn 


and Attaw Huſſein Cawn, managers of the Ramnaut and Shoo- 
gunga diſtricts, and from others my agents, adviſing me that an 


European officer, with a company of Seapoys and ſome of Tuljaujee's 


people, had come there to take my country and ſeize the fort of 
Hummuntgoody ; and that a few of the Company's Seapoys had arrived 
at Cotapatam, had removed my people by force, feized and carried 
off my Amildar, and taken poſſeſſion of the grain, accounts, and 
papers : all my affairs and arrangements, and the ' colle&ions of my 
country, are by this means ruined. Before the proceeding to ſeize 
other dictricts, not included in the Tanjore country, and wholly ap- 
pertaining to Ramnaut and Shoogunga, it would have been proper 
to have made enquiries of me, and have conſulted records, and not to 
have conſidered Tuljaujee's declaration as a ſufficient ground and 


authority for ſeizing my country: but your Lordſhip has not been in 


the leaſt attentive to any of my rights. My ſteady friendſhip with the 
Company, for theſe thirty years paſt, has been eſtabliſhed upon the firm 
foundation of my good will, and cordial attachment towards them and 
the Engliſh Nation; I hope, therefore, that on this account I ſhall obtain 
increaſe of honour, reputation, and influence; and I am perſuaded that 

1 | your 
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your Lordſhip will not conſider my honour, reputation, and in- 
fluence, as diſtin and ſeparate from the honour and intereſts of 
the Company. 


I have the fulleſt confidence that the Company will not approve of 
ſuch meaſures being taken to the detriment of my affairs, or of the 
injuſtice done me by theſe proceedings. I am firmly perſuaded, that 
| when the Company ſhall have been fully and truly informed of all 
facts and circumſtances, they will be induced to change their opinion 
reſpecting the Tanjore buſineſs; ſo far will they be from approving 
your Lordſhip's taking other parts of my country. I therefore now 
write, to deſire that you will be ſo good as to give your people ſtrict 
orders to act in ſuch manner, as that my rights may be preſerved, 
and not to interfere with the authority I poſſeſs over my own country ; 
for it certainly was not the Company's intention, that I, who have 
been ſo many years their true and firm friend, ſhould receive ſuch 


treatment ; ; and that a perſon, who, ſo far from ever having been their 


friend, is the enemy of the Engliſh N * ſhould be lifted up and ad- 


yanced by their authority. 
What can ſay more? 


The Rajah of Tanjore having repreſented, that many and great 
inconveniences muſt accrue to his country by the water- channels now 
cutting in the Iſland of Seringham, the following letters are now 


wrote, and ordered to be diſpatched : 


To Liewtaut-Colouel Harper, commanding at Taxjore. 


SIR, 


YOU will forthwith direct Major Stevens to proceed to the Iſland 
Seringham, to inſpect the water- channels carrying on by the Nabob ; 
B b b 


and 


Letter to 
Colonel 

Harper re- 
ſpecting the 
water-chan- 
nels carryin 
on by he a 
Nabob at 
Seringham, 


o 
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and if it ſhould appear to him that there is any immediate danger 
therefrom to the Tanjore country, he will repreſent the ſame to 
Colonel James. | 3h . 
We are, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient Servants, 


Fort St. George, | 
3d June, 1776. PIGOT, &c. Council. 


70 Lieutenant-Colonel James, commanding at Trichinopoly. 


SIR, 


To Colonel LIEUT. COL. HARPER has been directed to ſend Major Stevens 

— to the Iſland of Seringham, to inſpect the water- channels carrying on 

Jes. by the Nabob; and if it ſhould appear to him there is any immediate 
danger therefrom to the Tanjore country, he will repreſent the ſame 
to you; in this caſe you will make it known to the Kelladar, who will 


doubtleſs afford him every aſſiſtance in his power to prevent the 


damage. 
| We are, Sir, 
x Your moſt obedient Servants; 
Fort St. George, | . | 
3d June, 1776. F | PIGOT, &c. Council. 


Letter to the A letter to the Nabob is likewiſe wrote and diſpatched, accompanied 
Nabob, with with copies of the letters to Lieut. Colonel Harper and Lieut. 
duegaag. Colonel James, and requeſting that he will be pleaſed to give his 

Kelladar at Trichinopoly the neceſſary directions on the ſubject. | 


The following diſſents were now given into the reſolution of laſt Con- 
ſultation reſpecting Mr. Benfield's claims on the Tanjore country: 


put 
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I put my negative on the yr propoſed by the Prefident at the 
hſt conſultatian ; 


Becauſe I am of opinion, that the Nabob has a right to the government 


ſhare of the crop in the Tanjore country for the year Phezully; that is, 


the crop ſown in 1775, and reaped in the beginning of 1776: all 


the advances for the cultivation having been made by him, and the 


country having been in his poſſeſſion until the greateſt part, if not 
the whole of the crop, was cut down; and therefore all aſſignments or 


orders given by the Nabob on the Tanjore country, as far as his ſhare 
of this crop would pay, ought to ſtand good, On this particular the- 
Court of Directors could not give any preciſe orders, not probably be- 
ing acquainted with the time of cultivation, or the time of harveſt; 


and the orders they have given would, in my opinion, as well warrant 
the ſeizing any other property the Nabob might have in the Tanjore 
country, as ſeizing his ſhare of the crop. Still leſs can their orders 
mean, that individuals and Britiſh ſubjects, living under the protection 


of the Company, ſhould be deprived of their property in that country, 


by its being taken from the Nabob and given to the Rajah. 


Becauſe Mr. Benfield's claims on the inhabitants of the Tanjore coun- 
try, and for grain of the laſt year, which was taken from his people, 
were ſufficiently explained, to have induced the Board to = him fuck 
a letter to the Rajah as he requeſted. 


Beciuſe Mr. Benfield's loans to the Nabob and the inhabitants of the 


Tanjore country, through the Nabob, do not appear to me to be con- 
trary to the orders of the Court of Directors, which I have ſeen ; for I 
do not allow the orders of 1710 and 1712, quoted by the Preſident, to 
be in force now; times and circumſtances are ſo totally changed, that 
what might be proper then, may not be fo at this time; and Mr. Ben- 
field's loans, as far as appears to me, are conformable to the- late act of 


1 ſent out for our guidance, in lending of money in the 
8 country 


Mr. Mackay's 


diſſent to the 


reſolution of 
laſt council 
reſpecting 
Mr. Benkeld's. 


claim. 
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Mr. Palmer 
ſubſeribes to 
the above 
diſſent. 

Mr. Jour- 
dan's diſſent 


upon the ſame 
ſubject. 
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country at the legal intereſt of 12 per cent; is ſo far from being an 
injury to the Company or the natives, that J am well convinced it is an 
advantage to both, particularly to the latter; nor can I conſider Euro- 
peans lending money in this manner any way interfering with the 
country government. 


Mr. Palmer concurring in opinion with Mr. Mackay, ſubſcribes to his 
diſſent. - 


I diſſent from the reſolution of Council of 2gcth May, touching 
Mr. Benfield's claims, for the following reaſons : | 


That the Nabob having, by the Britiſh arms, been put into, and 
having had full poſſeſſion of the Tanjore country, had, as the Lord or 


| Phouzdar of it, an undoubted right to diſpoſe of the revenues, and of 


courſe to mortgage the crops upon the ground, or give orders upon 
them; and I am informed that mortgages of this kiad are frequent in 


the country, That the tranſactions on which Mr, Benfield's claims are 


made have every appearance of right. The bonds are for money ad- 
vanced to the Nabob on the ſecurities of countries, and the ſums are 


certified to have been received, It hath been ſaid, that loans to the 


Nabob are contrary to the orders of the Company ; but I know not of 


any ſuch, Orders of 1710 and 1712, quoted by the Preſident, cannot, 


in my opinion, be conſidered in point; the ſituation of the Company's 


affairs having ſo materially changed ſince the time thoſe orders were 
framed, and the Company having, by their aſſiſtance to the creditors 
of the Nabob, given ſanction to ſuch loans. Beſides, Mr Benfield's 
having paid the Dutch a ſum of money for the account of the Nabob 
was public, and the Company have not expreſſed diſpleaſure at it. 1 
always thought, and ſtill do, that it is an uſurious rate of intereſt, and 


not the perſons the loans are made to, which cauſed the limitations in 
the act ot parliament. _ 


On 
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On the principles of the Nabob's right to the crop, and Mr. Benfield's 
claims being juſtly founded, and not colluſive, I think the orders and 
aſſignments mentioned in the three firſt articles admiſſible ; and that 
this Government ought to inform the Rajah thereof, and to intereſt itſelf 
in obtaining ſatisfaction for Mr. Benfield. 


The claim on dhe inhabitants for caſh advanced by: Me. Benkeld 


through Umee ul Omrah, the Deputy, appears to me ſo juſtly due from 
the inhabitants, that I am of opinion that a letter ought to be given to 
him, recommending it to the Rajah to-ſee juſtice done to him, in re- 
covering ſuch debts as may be propoſed to him to be juſlly due, 


The ſeizure of the grain of a crop carries with it an extraordinary 
appearance; for there could not, in my opinion, be the leaſt colour or 
pretence for it. The Board ought, I think, to intereſt themſelves par- 
ticularly for the reſtitution of this, as well as for the recovery of the 
debts due from the inkavitants. 


I cannot conclude without expreſſing, that I think; as the Preſider. 
judged he had not authority to give Mr. Benfield any aſſiſtance, he 
ought, after the information he had received from Mr. Benfield, to 
have repreſented all the circumſtances to the Rajah ; and that he would, 
on his return, lay the claim before the Board for their determination, 
which J do not recollect that he e to dave dene. 


2 gave my negative at che laſt 2 to the Preſidents queſtion 
upon Mr. Benfield's claims; 


| Becauſe it appears to me that Mr. Benfield's application is admifible | 


and whether the obſtructions Mr, Benfield meets with ariſe from acts 
committed by the authority of this Government, or by the; authority of 
the Rajah after his reſtoration, I think he has a claim upon us; I think 

Ccc he 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher's 
diſſent, 
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be has a right to our ſupport in the former, and in the latter, has 
reaſon to expect all the aſſiſtance our influence can give him. 


In the latter caſe, 1 think we ſhould explain to the Rajah the univerſal 
law of nations, by which it is implied, that the individual is ſtill to be 
protected in his rights, though the hands of government are changed; 
and in the former caſe, I do not think we are authorized, by any con- 
ſtruction of the Company's orders, to put the Rajah in poſſeſſion of the 
property in queſtion ; on the contrary, I imagine that the part the 
Company have taken, in changing the Government of the Tanjore 
country, would make them anxious that the arrangement ſhould take 
place without obſtruction or impediment to the rights of individuals. 


The Company have ever been attentive to thoſe rights, where the Go- 
vernment has been changed under their influence, and that attention 
ought in the preſent buſineſs, I think, to tis the 9 or ann 
with us. | | 


By a late decifion in our high Courts of Juſtice at home, the Arme- 
nians have recovered damages of Mr. Verelſt, for the loſs of property 
they ſuſtained by his influence in Sujah-ul-Dowla's country; and if his 
influence was deemed illegal, I cannot believe that the Company will ſup- 
port us in 0 Mr. Benfield's claims to nee, Ws 


The loans advanced by Mr. Benfield on the crops of the Tanjore 
country I underſtand to be money actually paid for property purchaſed, 
which is the ſame thing as if the Nabob had aſſigned to him manufac- 
tures in the warehouſe, and ſome in the loom; and upon what principle 
ſuch property can be ſeized or transferred with the dominion of the coun- 
try, I confeſs myſelf at a loſs to conceive. The utmoſt extent of the 
Company's orders was to reſtore the Rajah to his Government. 


We 


( ws ) 
We had information from the Nabob, that when he was put in poſ- 
1 ſeſſion of that Government he was much incumbered with debts, which 
the Rajah owed to the Dutch, the Danes, and others; that the diſcharge 
of them, and the ranſom money, had loaded him with debts ;, and that 
he had been obliged to mortgage and aſſign the revenues of the Tan- 


jore and his other countries to raiſe the neceſſary ſums ; beſides, that. 


the arrears of his troops, ſtationed. in the Tanjore country for its protec- 
tion, were likewiſe ordered upon it by ſpecial aſſignments. 


A country government-in India, that is only a year's revenue in anti- 
cipation or debt, may be ſaid to be in eaſy circumſtances; and whether 
the Company may not think that we ſhould have conſulted with the Ra- 
Jah, to know his ſenſe of receiving. his Government under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, before we proceeded to ſhut out the claims upon his country, 


a future period will ſhew, The Company, I think, could never mean 


to eſtabliſh the Rajah's government upon the ruin of individuals entitled: 
to their protection, whether natives or. Britiſh ſubjects, 


The Company's orders in tlie days of Queen Anne, quoted by the- 
Preſident, forbidding their ſervants to lend money, are entirely null and 
void as if they never had exiſted, The late public ſtatute expreſſes no 
limitation but the rate of intereſt, of courſe it gives a general right to 

lend at that intereſt; that ſtatute, more effectually than the Company's 
orders, prevents the evils they were intended to remedy; and if we com- 
mit offences which come within the ſtatute, either by improper loans, 
or the acceptance of preſents, tlie legal courſe of trial is in: the Mayor's. 
Court. 


Having heretofore diſſented from the Preſident's being employed 
upon the Tanjdre buſineſs, without defined and limited inſtructions 
from the Board, and having, previous to his Lordſhip's departure to 
Tanjore, mentioned in Council the matter of private property in the 
Tanjore country, I think it my duty. to de as a member of this. 
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Government, that I am in no manner acceſſary to the meaſure, either 
of obſtructing or ſuperſeding the claims of any private property what- 

ſoever in the Tanjore country, and that therefore I ſtand legally acquit- 
ted of all conſequences that the Company or their Agents may be ſub- 
jected to by the meaſure. | 


1-was againſt the queſtion before the Board the 29th of May, becauſe 
that in ſome reſpe&s the Preſident and Council have it in their power to 
comply with Mr. Benfield's requeſts; for I think we may afford him our 
good offices with the Rajah of Tanjore, without any injury to him, in re- 
covering from the inhabitants of that country the claims mentioned by 
Mr. Benfield in the 3d and 4th article of his letter, dated the 2gth May, 
which he declares to be juſt and well known to the Dobbeer, the preſent 
manager, molt of them being duly regiſtered in the Cutcherry of Tan- 
jore; and as I conclude the Rajah is by this time well acquainted with 


the nature of theſe claims, I doubt not but he would on an application, 


afford Mr. Benfield's people every aſſiſtance in his power in the recovery 
of them from the inhabitants, ſhould they on examination prove juſt, 


The firſt article mentioned by Mr. Benfield is a mortgage granted to 


him by the Nabob on the preſent crop, which in my opinion the Nabob 


is entitled to by his having advanced very conſiderable ſums of money 
to the inhabitants for the cultivation thereof; and, agreeable to a cuſtom 


' obſerved all over India, did in conſequence mortgage the government 


ſhare of certain lands for the payment of the ſums he received from 


Mr, Benfield. 


Mr. Brooke defires that the following minute may be entered on 
this day's proceedings: 


When the queſtion was put in Conſultation 2gth May, I then 


underſtood that the tenor of Mr. Benfield's papers was, that he claimed 


the interpoſition of the Company, as a right due to him as a ſubject for 
the 
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Ae recovery of loans within the limitation of the late Act of Parka» 


ment of 12 per cent. I was therefore of opinion, that he could not 


demand this as a matter of right, and that it was entirely optional in 
the Company whether they chuſe to interfere or not, the claim of a 
right and a requeſt as a matter of favour being entirely different ; but, 
upon a re- peruſal of thoſe papers, I now underſtand, that he does not 
demand, but only requeſts the interpoſition of this Board for the 


recovery of that property, of which he was diſpoſſeſſed by the manner 


in which that country was reſtored to the Rajah. I have alſo reviewed 
the 21ſt paragraph of the Company's ſeparate letter, 12th April, 1775, 


in which are theſe words; © And we muſt ſuppoſe that the plunder of the 


„ place, and the receipt of the revenues for more than two years, will 
« have rendered the Nabob a confiderable gainer, after defraying all 
cc charges incurred by his Excellency in the ſaid expedition ;” by 
which I underſtand they do allow him the enjoyment of the revenue 


for two years and more, that is, from the capture to the reſtoration of 


the Rajah. The Nabob was certainly in poſſeſſion during the ſaid 
time, and being ſo in poſſeſſion, and the revenues fo allowed him, they 
were his property, and he might do with them what he pleaſed, 
Mr. Benfield repreſents, that he was in actual poſſeſſion of part of the 


crops produced within the ſaid period, and the Nabob admits of his 
having aſſigned part of them to him; as the caſe now ſtands, it dif. 
allows of the Nabob's right to poſſeſs, puts the Rajah in poſſeſſion of 
the crop produced within the time limited, and operates in its conſe. 


quences contrary to che meaning of the Company. 


I therefore move, that the Board will be pleaſed to reconſider the 
proceedings of the 29th ultimo. 


Agreed that Mr. Brooke's requeſt be complied with, and that the 


Board do meet again on Thurſday morning n next, to reconſider the pro- ; 


ccedings of the 2gth ultimo. 


Read letter from Mr. Paul Benfield. 
D d d To 


Agreed, 
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Fo the eg Honourable Lord Pigot, Prefident and Conde; Er. camei . 


Fort St. George. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 
AS I underſtand that it hath been matter of ſurprize to fome that 

my claims on the Tanjore country, had not been repreſented to your | 
Board before the departure of Lord Pigot for Tapjore, I beg leave to 
remind you that in my letter of the 28th ultimo, I acquainted you that 
previous to the laſt Confultation before his Lordſhip's departure for 
Tanjore, I repreſented to him the nature of my property and claims 
in the Tanjore Country. His Lordſhip was at that time, as I under- 
ſtood, charged with your commiſſion. to ſettle the Tanjore buſineſs. 
Had his Lordſhip. confidered the repreſentation I made to him a 
matter of importance for the conſideration, of the Board, I might 
naturally conclude he would have reported it; and had I not received 
ſuch ſatisfaction in words from his Lordſhip, as induced me to believe 


the repreſentation I had made to him ſufficient, I ſhould myſelf. have 


acquainted the a; of my claims at that Conſytranion, 


His Lordſhip acquainted me, that he could have no with or deſire 
to deliver over the property of bis fellow-ſubjeft to a Gentoo, a Pagan; 
and that if I ſent a perſon with bim to repreſent. on the ſpot what was my 
property, it was enough. I replied to his Lordſhip, that if it was agree- 
able to him, I would myſelf attend for that purpoſe ; he deſired I 


would do ſo. 


Your Lordfhip, &c. will then judge of my ſurprize, at receiving 
ſuch a letter as his Lordſhip wrote to me at Tanjore, the 13th April 
laſt, in anſwer to my addreſs to him on the very matter which had 


carried me to Tanjore. Om taking my leave of his Lordſhip the next 


morning, I acquainted him, that had he been as explicit when I applicd 
to him at Madras, it would have been totally unneceſſary for me to 


have attended him to Tanjore, 
| After 
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Aſter the former change of government at Tanjore, I believe the 
Nabob- diſcharged every claim made on account of that country to the 
Dutch, to the Danes, to- the Engliſh, and to the Natives; and had 
applications of the nature of mine been made to you by the French, 
the Danes, or the Dutch, I do not ſuppoſe they could have been alto- 
gether neglected. I hope then your Lordſhip, &c. will duly conſider. 
my ſeveral repreſentations, and afford me your aſſiſtance and ſupport, . 
in getting .reſtored to me what was my property there when the late 
change took place, which had chiefly been ſecured to me * mortga-—- 
ges, &c. according to the cuſtom of the country. 


It is an invariable rule throughout the whole country, that grain 
growing on the ground becomes property from the day it is planted, . 
and is every where delivered over and received as ſuch,.and held by - 
the Soucars to be good and ſufficient ſecurity... I am with reſpect, 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Fort St. George, Your very devoted and obedient humble ſervant, , 
3d June, 1776. 14 . PAUL BEN FIELD. 


Ordered to lie upon the. table. 


At a Conſultation, 


. | | 2 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident... —— 
George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher, 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple 
Charles Floyer John Maxwell Stone 
Archdale Palmer Francis Jourdan 
George Mackay. | 


The Minutes of laſt Conſultation read... 


AGREEABLE to the orders of the Honourable the Court of Di- 


rectors * Grenville, under date 12th April, 177 5, whereby Mr. Charles 
| Floyerr 


Nr. Floyer 
takes his ſeat 
At the Board. 


From Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes. 


Minute of the 
Prefident, and 
report of the 
Hircarrah, in 
anſwer to a 
eomplaint in 
the Nabob's 
letter to Sir 
Edward 
Hughes. 


26 
Foyer is appointed a member of this Government, that Gentleman 


being arrived, the oaths of allegiance and office are now adminiſtered 
to him by the Preſident, and he takes his ſeat at the Board accord- 


ngly. 
Read letter from Sir Edward Hughes. 


To the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot, Preſident ond 8 Se. 
Council of Fort St. cas 


2 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


1 HAVE received the honour of your anſwer to my 1 of this 
day's date; and in order to ſatisfy the Nabob's mind on the ſubject of 
his Highneſs's application to me as the King's ſervant, I immediately 
ſent to him a copy of my letter and your Py. which I think cannot 
fail to produce the deſired effect. 


1 am, with the moſt peed: e . and regard, 


My Lord and Gentlemen, | 


St. Thome, Tour molt obedient and very humble ſervant, 


d June, 1776. "5; teat 
a | 5 EDW?- HUGHES. 


The Preſident then obſerves, that there was in the letter from the 
Nabob to Sir Edward Hughes, an accuſation of his having ordered 
people in the middle of 'the night to enter the Nabob's garden, pre- 
tending that he had information of the Nabob's having ordered ſome 
people to be ill treated there. The Preſident adds, that he thought 
moſt of the members of the Council had been acquainted with the 
caſe alluded to, and that although he had wiſhed, for the credit of 
the Nabob, to have taken no public notice thereof, yet for his (the 


* Preſident's) vindication, it appears neceſſary to mention it at this time. 


4 ea On 
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On the roth May I received the following report from the head 
Hircar: | 


Report of the Head Hircar. 


AFTER the Nabob took the Mawa's country, the Circar's people 
plundered every thing belonging to the ſaid Mawa's managers; among 
the reſt one Villayan Chevacar's houſe was plundered ; his daughter 
remained in the ſaid country very poor. 


One Verapilla, an enemy to her, told the Nabob that ſhe was worth 
money, upon which he ordered her to be brought under a guard to 
him; and accordingly ſhe and two more women and about thirteen men 
were brought to Chepauk, the Company's bounds, a few days ago ; but 
upon examining the woman there was no money to be got from her 
as was expected. On this the ſaid enemy told the Nabob, that if he 
would ſend her back along with him to the ſaid country, he would put 
her to torture and recover the money. The woman would not go for 
fear they ſhould murder her ; but they are forcing her to go, and ſhe 
declares, that if ſhe is forced ſhe will kill herſelf. As ſhe is now in the 
Company's bounds, ſhe ſent to acquaint your Lordſhip of the above vio- 
lence, and beg you to ſave her life; and as it is my duty to acquaint 
you with any news or violence that might be committed in the bounds, 
I thought fit to make this report to your Lordſhip. 


The Preſident was upon a viſit and at ſupper when he received this 
information; and as the Nabob's gardens and thoſe to the Company's 
houſe join, he ordered the Hircarrah to wait at the gardens till his re- 
turn, and to watch if theſe people paſſed. | 


About 11.o'clock the Preſident ſtopping at the gardens in his way 
to the fort, was informed that the woman was not come away, but that 
ſome of the people had been carried off towards St. Thome; upon 
which the Preſident thought proper to direct the officer of the guard 

Eee to 
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to ſend a Havildar and ſome Seapoys, who overtook them at St. 
Thome; and the Preſident at the ſame time gave to Saib, one of the 
Company's waiting Peons, the written information he had received, 
and directed him to carry it to- a houſe of the Nahob's where many of 

bis ſervants generally are, and to deſire that the woman might not be re- 
moved till he ſaw the Nabob in the morning.“ 


Conformably to the reſolution of laſt Council to reconſider the reſo- 
lution of the 29th ultimo, on the ſubject of Mr. Benfield's claims on 
the Tanjore country, the Board are this day aſſembled, and proceed 
to take the ſame into conſideration. 


Mr. Dalrym- Mr. Dalrymple requeſts that the conſideration of this bufineſs may 
requeſts be deferred till Monday next, as he has not been able to diſcuſs 2 


urther time 

to conſider fectly the contents of the ſeveral diſſents. 

Mr. Benſield's 

laims. T | 

>, "MY Agreed to by all but Sir Robert Fletcher, who is againſt' any 


| 3 further delay; becauſe, as Mr. Dalrymple ſo readily gave his vote 
: hen the queſtion was firſt moved on the 29th ultimo, he cannot con- 
ceive upon what reaſonable grounds he now aſks for a further delay. 


Mr. Dalrym- - Whereupon Mr. Dalrymple delivers in the following minute: 
ple's minute. | | | 

Mr. Dalrymple gave his vote very readily againſt the admiſſibility 
of the Nabob's orders and aſſignments on the Tanjore country, and 
was of opinion the private claims were not ſufficiently explained; but 
Mr. Dalrymple requires auch time to be convinced that this reſolution, 
ſo conformable to the Company's orders and the former reſolution of 
the Board, ſhould be reſcinded. 


Agreeably to be minutes of this day's 8 conſultation; wrote the fol- 
"Og letter to Mr. Paul Benfield. 
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To Mr. Paul Benfield. 
SIR, 


I AM directed by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council 


to furniſh you with the accompanying copy of an order from Lord 
Pigot to Captain Mackenzie, and of the form of an order given to 
Captain Mackenzie for his officers on detachment ; and further I am 
directed to acquaint you, that if your people can point out any Officer 
or Seapoy who has acted improperly, and you will repreſent the partt- 
culars of ſuch behaviour to the Board, the neceſſary enquiry will be 
made into their conduct. I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


Fort St. George, R. J..SULIVAN.. 


th June, 1776. 


At a Conſultation, 


P NE N N T. 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher 


George Dawſon Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple 
Charles Floyer John Maxwell Stone 
Archdale Palmer Francis Jourdan.. 
George Mackay. 


The minutes of laſt Conſultation read. 


The Board being this day aſſembled to reconſider a reſolution on a 


ſubject that has been a long time under deliberation, Mr. Floyer begs 


leave to ſubmit to their conſideration the particulars of his ſituation 
6 relative 


To Mr. Bene 
field, with 
the orders to 
Capt. Mac- 
kenzie, and. 
his oſhcers, 
deſtringinfor- 
mation of the 
officers and 
Seapoys who 
have miſbe - . 


haved. 


Monday roth 
June. . 


Minute of 


Mr. Floyer, 
reſpecting the 
propriety and 
neceſſity of 


giving hu 
opinion on 
Mr. Benfield's 
claims, 


Reſolution in 
conſequence, 


Mr. Dalrym- 


le's minute 
on the nature 
and 
of 
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relative to the Chicfſhip of Maſulipatam, of which he is appointed by 
the Honourable the Courtof Directors to take immediate charge, in caſe 
of the death, reſignation, or removal of Mr. Whitehill, who took 
his departure for Europe three months ago ; and to know 
whether it is their opinion, that it is proper for him, as the 
Chief of a Subordinacy, to aſſiſt at their Conſultations during his 
ſtay at the Prefidency. When Mr. Floyer is informed of the Board's 
ſentiments on this occaſion, he will be better able to judge whether he 
ſhall confine his attention chiefly to the buſineſs of his particular 
department, or divide it between that and ſuch matters as may come 
under the deliberation of this Board. Mr. Floyer further informs the 
Board, that as the queſtion now before them appears to be of a very 
important nature, and has already much engaged the attention of the 
Right Honourable Prefident and the other members, he cannot flat- 
ter himſelf with the expectation of becoming a competent judge of a 
matter, upon which the opinion to be given ſhould, he thinks, be the 
reſult of information and local knowledge, obtained in its every pro- 
greſſive ſtage. Thus fituated, he,wiſhes to decline giving any vote on 
the occaſion, and informs the Board, that if they ſhould be of opinion 
his voice is neceſſary, he ſhall proceed in giving it with the utmoſt 
diffidence and concern, for the reaſons he has already ſtated. 


Mr. F loyer not having been preſent at the Auen of this ſubject, 
it is agreed that the reconſideration of it be ed until Thurſ- 
day next. 


Mr. Dalrymple now delivers in the following minute on the ſub- 
ject of Mr. Benfield's claims on the Tanjore country, 


1. IN confidering this ſubject with due attention, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to enter into a minute diſcuſſion of the matter, not merely as 
relating to Mr. Benfield's claims, but as it concerns the Nabob and 
the Tanjore country, the other claims there may be on that coun. 


try, 
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try, the orders of the Company, as well as the reſo/utions of the Board; 
becauſe conſiſtency is eſſential to the dignity of Government. 


The Court of Directors, diſapproving the conduct of the Ad- 
aii here, in diſpoſſeſing the Rajab, and giving the Tanjore 
country to the Nabob, in their ſeparate letter per Grenville (Par. 5, 
7, 14, 18) direct that the King of Tanjore, or ſome other perſon 
of his family, if he ſhall not be living at the time of our receipt of theſe 
orders at Fort St. George, be forthwith placed upon the throne of his 


anceſtors ; declare that they mean no diminution of his authority 


over his ſubjects, poſitively forbid any of the Company's ſervants 
interfering in the affairs of his Government ; and direct, that we take 
eſpecial care that this article be punually fulfilled on the part of the Com- 


pany ; and require us to explain to the Rajah, that it is by no means 


their intention to impoveriſh or diſtreſs Tanjore. 


3. When theſe orders did arrive, the critical ſituation of affairs 
made it requiſite to proceed with the utmoſt caution and tenderneſs, 
The extreme ſolicitude of our Preſident to act in concert with the 
Nabob, made him in ſome meaſure yield to the delufive promiſes and 
profeſſions from Chepauk, which protracted the execution of the 


Company's orders for ſome months. In the latter end of February I 


expreſſed my ſentiments in Council, and exonerated myſelf from all 
conſequences of further delay ; being convinced that the view was to 
protract the buſineſs till the crops were gathered in, when the Rajah 
being without treaſure, and the country without grain, he would be- 
come a heavy incumbrance on the Company, and by that means per- 
haps give an opening for new machinations. 


4. Another member of the Board, who now expreſſes his aſtoniſh- 
ment that any man in his ſenſes could ever have expected the Nabob's 
conſent, at that time objected to precipitancy ; obſerving, that a month 
more would be well beſtowed, if by the delay the N abob's conſent 
would have been obtained, 
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5. A very eſſential queſtion in this buſineſs is, when the Nabob's 
property in the Tanjore country ſhall terminale. 


6. It is very obvious the Company meant, that as ſoon as their orders 
were received at Fort St. George, we ſhould proceed forthwith to reſtore 
the Rajah; and therefore bis ſeems to be the period, at which, in con- 
formity to the Company's orders, we muſt conſider the Nabob's claim 
to terminate. Had the Nabob acted wiſely and becomingly to the Com- 
pany, he would have given his aſſent inſtantly to their determination; 
and ſurely it would be very incompatible with our duty to the Company 
to conſider the oppoſition be has made to their pleaſure, as a motive for 
our aſſenting to let that oppoſition be projilable to him. 


7. The Court of Directors (in par. 19, 20, 21, 22) aſſign reaſons 
why they cannot admit the alienation of the countries made over to the 
Nabob by the Rajah in 1771, judging that he had been amply re- 
compenſed for his expenſes in the firſt expedition; and they add, 
that © as the expedition againſt Tanjore in 1773 was ſhort, being un- 
« dertaken in Auguſt, and concluded in September, we apprehend the 
revenues of the country could not ſuffer great diminution by that 
« war; and muſt ſuppoſe, that the plunder of the place, and the re- 
« ceipt of the revenues for more than two years, will have rendered the 
« Nabob a very conſiderable gainer, after defraying all charges incurred 
« by his Excellency in the ſaid expedition.” The Company do not ſay, 
as ſeems to have been underſtood, that the Nabob hall have the plunder 
of Tanjore, and the receipt of the revenues for more han two years; 
but that they muſt ſuppoſe the plunder and the receipt of the revenues for 
more than two years will have rendered the Nabob a very conſiderable 


gainer, after defraying all the charges incurred in the expedition; and 


therefore any plea he may urge on that pretence, for delaying the pay- 
ment of his debts, muſt not be admitted. 


8. The Nabob having got poſſeſſion of Tanjore in September 1773. 


and the Grenville not arriving till December 1775, he was in receipt 
| of 
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of the revenues for more than two years, amounting, by the Dobbeer's 


2ccount, to about 40, oo, ooo of Pagodas; and if the Nabob is not a: 


-0n6derable gainer, let him lay the accounts of his receipts and diſburſe- 
ments before the Mare, 


9. In the preſent ſtate of Tanjore, charging it with the payment of 
even ſo conſiderable a ſum as Mr. Benfield's claim, would impoveriſb 
and diftreſs it very much, which is contrary to the expreſs intentions ot 
the Company; at the ſame time, although Mr. Benfield is the only 


perſon who makes this public application, his claims are but a ſmall 
part of what the Nabob has charged the Tanjore country with, the 


Dobbeer having informed us the Nabob's orders are equal to 300, oo 


Pagodas. 


10. Admitting the gth of December, the day when the Company's 


orders arrived at Fort St. George, to be the period at which the 
Nabob's paſſeſſon ought to terminale, all the revenues of Tanjore, ariſing 


after that time, appertain to the Rajah ; but the Rajah's claim does 
not extend to old grain, which had been received by the Nabob as. 
part of the Nabob's revenue of the former year, and fold to individuals; 


11. It has been urged, that the Nabob is entitled to the preſent crop, 
trom having advanced money to the inhabitants for cultivation; but 
the Nabob could not be entitled to the crop on that account, be- 
cauſe the only advances: that appear to have been made by the Circar to 


the inhabitants, was not made at the expenſe of the Circar, but bonds 


taken from the inhabitants to be diſcharged out of heir cn ſhares of 


this year's crop; and theſe bonds make a diſtinct claim of Mr, Benfield's. 


12. It is now to be conſidered what have been the reſolutions of the 
Board on the Tanjore buſineſs, and how far the Preſident has acted: 


conformable to thoſe reſolutions. 


=Y 3 On the 25th March the Preſident gave in a minute, that there 


was no likelihood of the Nabob's giving his conſent © to our carrying into 


Execution 
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«execution the Company's orders with reſpect to Tanjore; and the 
tate of the crops in that country not admitting of any uri her delays, 
« he would, with the approba tion of the Board, ſet out for Tanjore, to 
carry the orders of the Company into effect, by placing the Rajah in 
« the full paſſaſſian and management of the country.” Whereupon the Pre- 
ſident moved the following queſtion: © Whether it was proper and neceſſary 
for him to go to Tanjore, for the reaſons ſet forth in his minute.“ 
Agreed unanimoully in the affirmative. 


— 


14. The Board agreed unanimouſly, that it was proper and neceſſary, 
for the reaſons ſet forth in the Prefident's minute, that he ſhould proceed 
to Tanjore, to carry into execution the orders of the Company, by 
placing the Rajah in full poſſeſſion and management of the country. 
The chief reaſon in that minute was, the fate of the crops, which, it is 
now alledged, were always underſtood to be the Nabod's. 15 


16. The Board determined that Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, command- 
ing at Tanjore, ſhould be put under his Lord ſhip's orders. The Board 
agreed unanimouſly, that his Lordſhip ſhould take ſuch a guard as he 
thought neceſſary, which, by che military regulations, are under his 
orders. It was underſtood, that Captain Mackenzie's battalion of Sea- 
poys, which was to join his Lordſhip on the road, was meant to come 
under this deſignation. The reſolution indeed of the Board, concern- 
ing this battalion, was #nanimou//y, that it ſhould be ſent to the ſouth- 
ward, the better to enable the Rajah of Tanjore to collect his revenues; 
although ſome members now think the Rajah could have no revenues to 
collect. | 


16. On the 11th of April, the Rajah was reſtored, and Lord Pigot 
iſſued a public order, . Requiring all officers, civil and military, and 
all perſons under the protection of the Company, to conſider the Ra- 
ce jah of Tanjore as again reſtored to the Government of his country, 

4 | Wig in 
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| te in the full extent of that government, at the concluſion of the treaty 
« in 1762, and to give him all proper aid and aſſiſtance.” 


17. The Rajah being reſtored to his government, applied to Lord 
Pigot for troops to protect his officers, and accordingly Lord Pigot 
ordered Captain Mackenzie's battalion to proceed with the Rajah's 
managers to protect the officers of revenue. The reſolution of the 
Board of 29th May, unanimouſly confirms the propriety of the orders 
then given; and although Sir Robert Fletcher denies the conformity 
of theſe orders to the reſolution of the, 25th of March, he thinks if 
theſe orders to Captain Mackenzie had paſſed through Lieutenant-Co- 


lonel Harper, they would have been conformable, This is a piece of 
etiquette not worth conteſting. 


18. The Rajah, in his letter of 12th April, 1776, ſays, © As 
« my finances are in utter diſorder, and the ſtate of my country all in 
« confuſion, I muſt throw myſelf upon the Company for my preſent 
« ſupport ; I therefore wiſh them to buy of me at a reaſonable rate all 
ce the grain of the preſent year, excepting what my country may be in 
<« need of; by this means the Company will not be burthened, and I 


« ſhall be enabled to defray the expenſes of my government without 
running into debt,” x; * 


19. The Board agreed to purchaſe this grain; although I was not 
preſent, I very heartily concur in the propriety of the meaſure; and the 
members of the Board, who excepted to the grain mortgaged by the Nabob to 
Individuals, whilſt he had the Government of the Tanjore country, 
acquieſce in the propriety of purchaſing all other grain from the Rajah, 
although now it is denied he could have any grain to diſpoſe of. 


20. On the 24th of April a letter from Mr. Benfield, dated 
224, was read at the Board, containing a letter he wrote to Lord Pigot 
at Tanjore 13th April, repreſenting his claims on the Tanjore country, 
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and 8 his confidence that his Lord/hip's Juſtice would ſecure to 
him the recovery of his money, when the people 1 in authority from 1 : 
Nabob were removed from their ſtations in the ſeveral diſtricts : 

this letter Lord Pigot replied, that, © Being authorized only to Ns 
c into execution the orders of the Court of Directors for reſtoring the 
« Rajah of Tanjore, and being by thoſe orders commanded to aſſure 
« the Rajah, in the Company's name, that they will ſeverely puniſh 
„ every military officer or Company's ſervant, who ſhall in any re- 
« ſpect interfere in the affairs of his government, &c. He was unable, 
« without the aid and aſſiſtance of his Council to ſay more in reply to 
Mr. Benfield's Letter, than that he would, on his return to Madras, 


« lay the mr before them.” 


Mr. Benfield ſaid in ty, « He could not conceive that ſelling 
« forth his juft claims on the Tanjore country can be confidered in any 

« reſpect to interfere in the affairs of the Rajah's government, or that 
c jt could be the intention of the Court of Directors, that by the exe- 
c cution of heir orders he ſhould be deprived of his right; that the mode 
« propoſed will cauſe delay, and would be hurtful to hisaffairs, ſhould 
« the revenues affigned to him be otherwiſe applied than paid to his fer- 
« wants, Who are in the different countries to receive them,” 


Theſe letters he laid before the Board, in full confidence that they 
would afford all reaſonable aſſiſtance to ſecure to him the recovery of his 
property, whilſt Lord Pigot, under their commiſſion, remained in authority 
over thoſe countries. This expreſſion, as well as a miſtake made in his. 
firſt letter to Lord Pigot, that his Lordſhip. had directed all the inbabi- 
tants of the Tanjore countries to obey the Rajah as their Prince, ſeems to 
indicate that he apprehended Lord Pigot was. invefled with the govern- 
ment of the Tanjore country, which was not the caſe; nor did his Lord- 
ſhip direct the inhabitants of that country to obey the Rajahy but only re- 
quired the ſervants of the Company, and others living under their. 
protection, to conſider the Rajah as reſtored to his government, and to 
give him all proper aid and aſſiſtance. 

- 24, The: 
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21. The Board determined to poſtpone the conſideration of Mr. 
Benfield's letter till Lord Pigot's return, which happened on the Sth 
of May, fince when many other letters from him have been given. in 
upon the ſame ſubject. | 


22. Before Mr. Benfield's claims are confidered, it will be proper to 


attend to one circumſtance, repeated in ſeveral of his letters, that his pro- 


perty was ſeized by the Company's Seapoys 3 imagining that this was only 
an inaccuracy of expreſſion, I took notice of it at the Board, and recom- 


mended that a friend of his ſhould mention it to him, that it might be 


altered. That friend, in conſultation 29th, reported that Mr. Benfield 


faid it was not a miſtake, but that the Company's officers had ſeized 
his property and avowed the act to himſelf; and in his letter of the 


29th, he expreſſes himſelf ſtronger than in any of his former letters, 


and ſays, I complain to you of the injuries I have /#ftained from the mea- 
ſures and conduct of the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, while acting 


under your commiſſion, in cauſing the grain that had been depoſited 


with me to be ſeized by the Company s Seapoys, and in depriving me of the 
Means further to collect the revenues.” 


U pon this, the refiludon: of the Board 25th March, and the orders 
given by Lord Pigot to Captain Mackenzie 13th April, were called for 


and read. And there being not the leaſt authority, in the orders given 


by his Lordſhip, to do more than to protect the Rajah's officers in the 


collection of the revenues. It was reſolved to communicate a copy of 
theſe orders to Mr. Benfield, and to call upon him for a particular 
charge againſt any perſon who may have tranſgrefled, and that the ne- 


ceſſary enquiry will be then made. 


23. No authority haviug ever been given by this Board, or by Lord 


Pigot, when at Tanjore, to ſeize property of any kind belonging to indivi- 


duals, I cannot think either his Lordſhip or this Board, in the ſmalleſt 
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ae , reprehenfible for any improprieties which may have been com- 
mitted, the n who 8 committed them being alone reſponfible. 


24. Sir Robert Fletcher's diſſent places this matter in a net light; it 
makes me doubtful whether we can with propriety uſe our influence, 
even in thoſe private claims, which on a full explanation might be 
thought ja; for he ſays, © By a late decifion in our high Courts of Fuf- 
cc ice at home, the Armenians have recovered damages of Mr, Verelſt, 

« for the loſs of PRgerey they ſuſtained by his influence in * 
4% PDowla's country.“ 


25. I ſhall never bs apprehenſive of executing in the public cauſe, 
all the authority with which I am inveſted ; but fince uſing any influence 
concerning the property of individuals is deemed illegal, I cannot ſee 
with what propriety the individual can requeſt that influence to be uſed, 
eſpecially as, according to this doctrine, the Preſident, who is the oſten- 
fible perſon, is thereby expoſed to proſecutions, not only from all other 
Tunkarodars, but from the multitude of natives, whoſe intereſts might be 
affected by this exertion of our influence, and whom malevolence or re- 
ſentment might induce ſome to ſupport in their proſecutions. I will 
never join in a bond of indemnity to our Preſident on this account, and 
without it I cannot ſee how any man can aſk him to put his name 
to an application of this nature, which may e him to a legal 
proſccution. 


26. Mr. Benfield's Claims. 


1. A mortgage or aſſignment from the Nabob of the Subah of Man- 
nargoody, November 1773, till payment of the amount of money lent 
to the Nahob on bonds, from 7th February to 17th November 1775, 
amounting to 3,69,0,90 Pagodas, being according to the Nabob's certi- 
ficate, for money paid by Mr. Benfield to the Company on his ac- 
count for prize money, repairing Tanjore fort, . at Tanjore, and 

ſundry other purpoſes. | 


2. An 
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2. An order of the Nabob for payment of 20,000 Pagodas in Pau - 


panaſum, paid by Mr. Benfield to Nazib Cawn at Tanjore, for the Na- 
bob's troops, in January 1775. Another order on Putta Cotah for 1 5,009 


Pagodas, on account of the ſervice of the owe in 1774. * 


27. Theſe in for which orders and aſſignments were given on 
the Tanjore country, are debts due from the Nabob; and if that mode of 


payment is ineffeflual to his creditors, it is to him, and not to us, thoſe | 


creditors ſhould recur, 


3- Claim on the inhabitants for advances made through the Circar, 
amounting to 120,659 Pagodas, for which he has the bond of Ameer ul 
Omrah, as Naib or Manager of the Tanjore country at the time; the 
inhabitants bonds to the Circar, payable from the inhabitants ſhares of the 

preſent crop, according to the cuſtom of the country, which bonds were de- 
- livered to him, are not at Madras, but he concludes they are depoſited 
either in the Cutcherry, or in the hands of his people to the foubwerd. 


28, Concerning this third claim I muſt take notice, that I was in- 
formed at Tanjore, that Comera (who, I believe, was Mr. Benfield's 
Dubaſh, and who I am aſſured is the black man to the ſouthward with 


whom he had ſome mercantile concerns; vide letter 3d Sept. 1773) had a 


large quantity of Paddy, which he did not know how to get rid of; 
that he applied to the Ameer to force it on the country people,. and 
make them accountable to the Circar; that accordingly the Ameer 
made the country people take it at an exorbitant rate. The Dobbeer's 
memorandum before us ſays, © Advances of grain for ſeed and other pur- 
« poſes were made to the inhabitants by the Circar at the rate of 7 gold 
„ fanams per cullum, and they were to account for it at the rate of 
e 1200 and half gold fanams ;” a moſt exorbitant rate of uſury in my opi- 
nion. I do not pretend to ſay that either of theſe circumſtances relates 
to Mr. Benfield's claim of 120,000 Pagodas, but I think it behoves 
this Board to be very well aſſured that Hey 4 not. I muſt add, that a 
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friend of mine aſſured me, that the Ameer told him Mr. Benfield had 
a great deal of Paddy he did not know what to dowith; and that he, the 
| Ameer, had helped him. A man in this country, whofe concerns are 
extenſive, is much expoſed to be abuſed by his fervants; and the circum- 
ſtances of the hill referred to in the Company's general letter, which 
are poſitively affirmed; and which 1 ſhall hereafter min are 
ſtrong proofs that Comera was capable of any things q 


ſy” Property i in grain, and daims on many bm of the Tan- 
zore country, independent of his concerns with the Circar, amounting 
together to about 60,000 Pagodas. 


29. In one e letter, 8th May, he ſays, the grainof laſt year Was 8 from 
che Nabob on account of former loans; in that of 20th May he ſays, inde- 
feudtut of his claims on account of the Circar. The grain in ſeveral 
parts of the country was what he purchaſed, the produce of a former year. 


30. In letter 28th he ſays, the grain purchaſed of former years crop, 
remaining in ſeveral parts of the Tanjore country, was in- quantity 
224044 Cullums, which hath been ſeized ; and in that of the 29th he 
aſks a letter to the Rajah, to cauſe the grain that was his property, and in 
Foſſeffion of his people, the produce of the laſt year (not of the preſent crop) 
to be immediately reſtored, in quantity 2,24,044 Cullums. 


31. I muſt ſtill think, before we can form any opinion of the juſtice 
and propriety of his claims, we ought to know diſtinctly whether it is 
grain purchaſed, or received in payment from the Circar ; and we ought 
alſo. to know circumſtantially when, where, and by whom ſeized. 


232. He fays there was, according to the neareſt eſtimate, about 80, ooo 
Cullums of grain mortgaged and delivered to him on account of the debts 

from many of the inhabitants, which debts amounted to 60,000 

Chuckrams. The nature of theſe debts ſeem. to me not ſufficiently 
explained. | 

33. 1 
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33. 1 am now to examine how far theſe tranſactions ate conſonant to 


the ſtanding orders of the Company. Mr. Benfielc's letter of the zd 


September, 1773, in my opinion, clearly explains that he thought ſuch 
tranſactions were contrary to the Company's orders; for in the letter 
he ſays, The inſtant I was adviſed of the matter I rejected it altoge- 
« ther, knowing it my duty to do fo, as a ſervant obedient to the orders 
* of the Honourable Company; and the general letter per Grenville, 
referring to this very letter, ſays, © And though Mr. Benfield, as 
« a ſervaut of the Company, very properly declined tranſacting this byſineſs;” 

which ſeems clearly to confirm: theſe orders, nor do I think Mr. Ben- 
field having been concerned in the payment of bills of exchange, either to the 
Dutch or the Company, without reproof, can be conſtrued as a revocation 
of owe orders, | 


34. The ondipeſted ſtate i in whick the adhs orders are, "ak of 
which I have repeatedly complained, makes it very difficult to know 


what the Company's orders are on any ſubject; but having got a few . 


days delay, I have taken ſome pains to trace them, and ſhall there- 
fore endeavour to ſhew clearly what J have found on this head. 


The Company, in their ſeparate letter, 17th March, 1769. 


Par. 1 5. We cannot ſuffer confiderations of private property to influ- 


ence our political tranſactions, nor our Governor and Council, armed with 


the authority of the Company, to employ it to private purpoſes.” 


Select Committee's letter to England, 31ſt of January, 1770, p. 38. 
adviſing the Company of their proceedings concerning the Nabob's 
creditors, and of the republication of a ſtanding order of the year 15 14, 
_ prohibiting all the Company's ſervants from having any money tranſ- 
actions with the Country Government, which has given occafion to 
the creditors to tax us with reviving obſolete orders to ſerve a preſent 


purpoſe, which that order could not have in view at the time it was 
mede. 
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made. We are of opinion, that whether ſuch an order bad exiſted or 
not, as your repreſentatives, we had a right to publiſh ſuch a prohibition, = 
if we found it neceſſary for the ſafety of the Company's affairs. But it is not 
fact that the order was'ob/olete ; the preciſe date and zwords of it might be 
unknozwn in the Settlement; but it has ever been ander ſtood, by all reſiding 
under your protection, as a rule of your ſervice, that all tranſactions 
with the Country Governments were to paſs through your Preſident, 
and him only. It is true that of late years the non-obſervance of this 
order has been connived at, as is evident by the loans of money that 
have been made to him by individuals; but we ſee not why that ſhould 
preclude you, or us, as your repreſentatives, from enforcing that baer, 
or making a new one, if the cale required, 


Par. 39. We ſhall cloſe this diſagrecable ſubject by expreſling our condi 
dent hope, that ſhould any actions or ſuits at law be commenced againſt 
us, or Meſſrs. Call, Bourchier, and Mackay, the late truſtees, your Ho- 
nours will ſupport and defend us and them at the Company's charge ; 
fince ſuch ſaits can have no foundation, but for tranſactions in conſe- 
quence of your orders, and the diſcharge of our duty.“ 


In reply, the Court of Directors, under date zoth November, 1790, 
fay, » PE. 


| Par. 6. «We have given due attention to your conduct? in -elpek to 
the Nabob's debts to individuals, and we have the fatisfaftion to find 
that your prudence and firmneſs, ſupported by our Council at, Fort St, 
George, (of which Meſſrs. Stratton, Brooke, and Mackay, were con- 
curring Members) have rendered our orders of 17th March, 1769, in 


a great degree effectual, without uſing ens i to ar perſon 
whatſoever.” 


8, © We are here led to remark, that while the private creditors 
were employing every ert of oppoſition and intrigue to thwart your pro- 
3 | * ceedings 
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| ceedings in ſupport of our indubitable rights, we were indulging our fa- 
vourable diſpoſition towards them.” 


9. Latter part. As we are unwilling to withdraw that favour 
which ſo many have forfeited by their pretenſions to independent rights, 
and that we may not involve thoſe who have ſubmi ted their claims to 
the Company's protection in the puniſhment which is due to the refraFory, 
we hereby renew our offer of accommodation with the creditors, with- 
out requiring them to refund any part of the ſums they may have already 
received, and we hope to coxvince them by this inſtance of our moderation 


and /-If-denial in reſpect to our own rights, how ſecurely they might 


have relied on the generoſity as well as juſtice of the Company. 


15, As we have expreſſed our approbation of the conduct of our 
ſelect Committee in their late tranſactions with the Nabob and his pri- 


vate creditors, reſpecting his debts to them and the Company, it is un- ; 


ncceſſary for us to aſſur: our ſervants of our protethon in all points wherein 
they ſhall have afed for the intereſts and in conformity to the orders of 
the Company,” | 


Conſultation, 6th November, 1769. 


In order to prevent all perſons living under the Company's protec- 
tion from having any correſpondence or dealings with any of the 
country powers or their miniſters, without the knowledge and conſent 
of the Board; the following ad vertiſement is ordered to be made public, 


by affixing it up at the ſea-gate, and ſending a copy round to the Com- 


pany's ſervants and inhabitants, and by giving it out in general orders; 
it is alſo ordered to be ſent to the different ſubordinances and ſeveral out 
garriſons.“ e 
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Names of the Gentlemen preſent. 


Charles Bourchier, Eſquire, Governor, Preſident. 


Joſias Du Pre Warren Haſtings 
John Call Alexander Wynch 
Samuel Ardley George Stratton 
James Bourchier Henry Brooke 
John Whitehill George Mackay 


ADVERTISEMEN T. 


WHEREAS the Honourable Court of Directors of the Eaſt India 
Company did in the year 1714 eſtabliſh as a ſtanding irrevocable order, 
never to be broken on any occaſion, that none of their people ſhall have 
any dealings with the Country Governments in money matters; 


And whereas, notwithſtanding the ſaid order, many tranſactions of 
that kind have, of late years, been ſuffered to paſs unreproved ; | 


And whereas the Honourable Court of Directors in their orders to 
their Preſident and Council on this coaſt, dated the 17th May, 1776, 
ſpeaking of the great ſums of money, which they underſtood to have been 
lent by their ſervants, and others reſiding under their juriſdiction, to the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, at a very high intereſt, did order and direct, that 
from the receipt of the ſaid orders, the rate of intereſt to be taken and 
received for loans of money ſhould not exceed 10 per cent. per annum; 
but did not therein expreſsly repeat their prohibition of making loans, 
or having money tranſactions with the Country Governments , whence 
ſome doubts have ariſen, whether revocation of the above recited order of 
1714, be not implied, and a permiſſion tacitly given to make loans, and 
have other money tranſactions with the Country Governments ; that all 
doubts on this ſubje& may be effectually removed, the Preſident and 
Council do hereby declare, that they do. conſider the ſaid ſtanding order 
of the year 1714, as unrevoked, and being in full force and vigour; and 
| | in 
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in conſequence thereof, they do hereby expreſzly forbid all ſervants of the 
Company, either civil or military, and all other Europeans reſiding under 
their juriſdiction, to hold any manner of correſpondence, to make loans, 
or to have any money tranſactions, of what kind ſoever the ſame may 
be, directly or indirectly, with any of the Princes, Rulers, or Governors 
of any of the Provinces or States in the Eaſt-Indies, or with any of 


their Miniſters or Agents, without the eſpecial licence and permiſſion of 
the Preſident and Council for the time being; ; 


Except only in ſuch caſes as are explained in the reſolution of the 
Preſident and Council, in Conſultation. of the 27th of March, 1769; 
which reſolution is in the following words; 


Ee Ttis ordered, that all correſpondence and tranſactions with the country 
powers, their miniſters, or others intruſted with any department of Go- 
vernment or Revenue, be reſerved as formerly to the Preſident only at the 
Preſidency, and to the Chiefs of Subordinates, touching the affairs of their 
reſpective Chiefships, who are to tranſmit copies of ſuch correſpondence 
to the Preſident, excepting out of this general Prohibition, ſuch caſes 
wherein any of the Company's ſervants may be charged with public 
affairs, requiring ſoch correſpondence; and excepting alſo all military 
officers on command, who are permitted to correſpond touching the 
affairs of ſuch command only; provided, that in both caſes, copies of 
ſuch correſpondence be tranſmitted by the firſt convenient opportunity to 
dhe Preſident and Council, or to the Chief and Council, under whom 
ſuch ſervant, civil or military, ſhall act at the time; “ 


RESOLVED, that any wilful deviation herefrom be deemed and 
conſtrued as a breach of orders, and treated as ſuch. 


The Court of Directors, under Date 22d of March, 1771. 


Par. 2d. It is by no means our intention, that the ſame truſtees (fer 
Nabob's private creditors) or any other Perſons what#ver, cur Preſident 
* excepted, ſhall be at liberty to n with the Nabob on the above 

* ſubjects, 
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ſubjects, as they have heretofore preſumed to do; but that all communi- 
c cation between the Nabob and the faid creditors be through the 
&« channel of our Governor and Council, or our Sclect Committee for 
6 the time being,” 


And in their letter, roth of April, 1771; 


14. WE do hereby direct, that no officer, or other perſon in our ſervice 
* whatever, do preſume to lend, or by any means to advance money t) 
ce any of the Nabob's people in the country, where any ſuch officer or 
« perſons may happen to be; for we have reaſon to believe from ſuch 
* practice great evils have ariſen. The officer can on the ſpot, in the 
« time of harveſt, ſecure his own property before the Aumildar can 
e poſſibly take care of the revenue; and the high intereſt paid by the land- 
&« holder isa great temptation to the commanding-officer to engage him to 
lend money on the produce of ſuch lands as lie within the reach of his 
« guns, or limits of his command. This being, we believe, the prin- 
“ cipal ſource of diſputes between us and the Nabob on this ſubject we 
“ are determined effeftually to cruſh the evil; and do therefore direct, that 
« you carry theſe our orders into effetual execution, and diſm'ſs every 
« perſon from our ſervice who tray preſume to act contrary to our 
« pleature hereby ſignified unto you.” 25th March, 1772, par. 64. 


Nothing can be more directly in point than the ſentiments of the 
Court of Directors, given with the advice of the ableſt Lawyers i 
England, on the application of the creditors of Mr. William Bolts, late 
of Calcutta, in Bengal, who was ſuddenly ſeized, and ſent to England 
by the authority of the Governor and Council, deſiring directions to give 
every neceſſary and proper aſſiſtance to Mr. Bolts's agent, for the ſe- 
ſecuring, collecting, and remitting to England, of his o»tftanding 
concerns. | 


* | | On 
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On a ſubſequent application from the creditors, they mentioned, that 
Mr. Bolts's agents in Calcutta had applied to the Preſident and Council, 


reque · ing their ſtance in the recovery of the debts outſtanding, which, 
without ſuch aſſiſtance, could not be recovered. 


To which the Preſident and Council did reply, 16th Jan. 1770, that 
the Preſident would apply to the Minijters for a perwannah to the Foug-- 


dar of Salſett, but refuſing their aſſiſtance towards the recovery of the 


outſtanding debts, which had ariſen on the ſalt concerns: As the 
« Honourable the Preſident and Council have every reaſon to imagine 
4 that the reſt of the demands Mr. Bolts hath made on account of 
contracts made for ſalt, which is a direct and manifeſt breach of the 
« Company's expreſs orders, publickly iſſued by advertiſement, they can 
« never imagine the Company meant, when they gave direCtions to- 
l afford effectual affiſtance in collecting in Mr. Bolts's outſtanding con- 
« cerns, that the Board ſhould aſſiſt in collecting unlawful concerns, or 
«« that the Company could conceive Mr. Bolts's demands were of ſuch 
« 4 nature; nor doth the Honovrable Preſident and Council think it in 
* in their power to afford Mr. Bolts any affiſtance in the recovery of 


« balances incurred by an illicit trade, publickly l by the 


10 Company.” 


The ereditors proceed to obſerve, that whatever queſtions may be 


agitated between Mr. Bolts and the Company, whether the ſalt trade, 
on which thoſe very balarices have ariſen was legal or illegal, ſuch. 
debts as are outftanding thereupon, being juſtly due from the contractors 
to his eftate, ſhould have been recovered, whether for the ſecurity of the 
petitioning creditors, or the benefit of ſuch perſons as might have a right 


to damages upon a profecution for the penalties of ſuch traffic, if. 


illegal; ſince it eannot be alledged, that it was in any degree malum in ſe: 
and therefore the money ought nat to remain in the hands of thoſe perſons, . 
who,. on no ground whatever, could have a right to the ſums in queſtion. 


enn | To 


24th March, 


1773. 


t th] anuary 
1770. 


23d April, 
1773. 
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To this the Court of Directors, by their Secretary, replied, the 6th 
of April. 1773, That they are till of opinion the Preſident and 
Council are not only excuſable, but commendable, in the diſtinction 
«© they make in the orders ſent out to them touching the outſtanding 
concerns of Mr. Bolts; for the Court of Directors cannot but enter- 
< tain the ſame idea with them, of the very great impropriety of aſſiſting 
any inſolvent man, or the creditors of any inſolvent; man, to collect in 
e debts contraftel in an illicit trade.” This being their ſenſe of the 
matter, and confirmed by ſome of the ableſt lawyers this country ever 


produced, the Court of Directors find themſelves precluded from taking 


the part deſired, until they are fatisfied theſe outſtanding debts due to 


Mr. Bolts were contracted in a legal and warrantable bn before 
he quitted the n s ſervice. 3 


On a change of Direction, the creditors renewed their application, 
to which the Court of Directors, by their ſecretary, replied, the 13th 
of May, 1773 That they have taken into conſideration all that has 
5 paſſed relative to your requiſition, repeatedly endeavoured to be en- 


forced on thi: Coaſt, of laying their commands on the Preſidency of 


& Fort William, to give effectual aſſiſtance in the recovery of the out- 
« ſtanding debts due to the eſtate of Mr. William Bolts, they are ſorry to 
& find, that the anſwer given by the late Court of Directors to your 
former application on this ſubject appears ſo very unſatisfactory; for 
& after the moſt impartial diſcuſſion of your requeſt, and their anſwer, 


they can by no means agree in opinion with you, that little attention 
has been paid to the true principles of juſtice by that 3 of 
* Directors. | 


With reſpect to Mr. Bolts's dealings, previous to the 1 of his 
reſignation, that Court of Directors inſiſt, that the whole trade in ſalt, 
beetle · nut and tobacco, were expreſily prohibited, contrary to covenants, 
and conſequently illicit; and that he is now equally reſponſible, and as 
liable to proſecution, in that reſpe&, as the Company's ſervants, againſt 
whom ſuits were lately ordered for carrying on thoſe trades from 1765. 


Your 
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Tour arguments, that, the judicial, executive, and legiſlative. authority 
in Bengal, is veſted in the Company; that} the government there is 
deſpotic z and that no debts beyond the limits of the Company's charter 
can be recovered without the interpaſition of the ruling power (meaning 
the Company and their Preſidencies) the Court of Directors think they 
are under no neceſſity to conteſt with you on this occaſion; becauſe the 
admiſſion of all taoſe doctrines appears to them wholly inapplicable to 
the preſent queſtion ; which is abt, whether their Preſidency can give 
aſſiſtance in the recovery of outſtanding debts, but whether it is ft and 
right they ſhould do ſo, when the Weds, from whence ſuch debts aroſe, 
was illegal. 


« The diſtinction taken by you between tranſactions againſt the law 


« of nature, or the good of ſociety, and thoſe prohibited by ſtatute laws, 


« or the poſurive injunctions of thoſe who hade a legal right and authority 


&« to oppoſe them, cannot, in the opinion of the Court of Directors, be 


« at all ſupported by the caſes you ſtate, and the inferences you draw 
from them; for the judicial determinations upon theſe ſubjects happen 
eto be diametrically, repugnant to the uſe you would make of them. 
« In a very recent inſtance, the firſt Court of Law in the Kingdom 


« would not ſuffer a debt to be recovered againſt the commander of an 


« India ſhip, proved to be due for goods carried out by him to India; 

« becauſe it appeared in evidence, that the goods were to be clandeſ- 
« tinely conveyed on board the ſhip, without the conſent of the Com- 
% pany, contrary to Act of Parliament, There was no malum in ſe, 
& nothing againſt the law of nature, in the above-mentioned caſe ; 
«+ nevertheleſs the deciſions have been always uniform, and all demands 
6c * 6f that kind held irrecoverable,” 


77 
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2 0 the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot, Prefident and Governor, &c, 
Council at Fort St. George. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 
W E have been favoured with your letter of the 15th April. 


The Court of Directors having been pleaſed to tranſmit to us a 
copy of their letter to your Preſidency, dated 12th April 1775, con- 
taining their commands on ſundry very important regulations and ar- 
rangements, for the conduct of their political intereſts in the Carnatic, 
and expreſsly commanded us to co-operate with you, and to yield you 


our aſſiſtance in bringing them to a ſpeedy and happy concluſion ; we 


have waited with great impatience to this time for your advices, with 
reſpect to the manner in which you have carried thoſe orders into exe- 


ecution; but have hitherto received no information in any way relating 


to them, except the ſummary intelligence contained in your letters of 


the 17th February, and 29th March, that the ſubſtance of the Com- 
pany's orders relative to Tanjore had been communicated to that Rajah; 
that a garriſon of the Company's forces had been admitted to relieve 
the Nabob's troops in that Fort; and that your Preſident had ſet out 
for Tanjore, for the purpoſe of carrying the C:mpany's orders into 
effect; but to this time we are totally uninformed of all the previous 
and intermediate meaſures and reſoluti ns which have been taken for the 
accompliſhment of the various objects of this general ſubject, recom- 
mended in the general letter above-mentioned, and of the negotiations 
which have paſſed between the Preſident, the Nabob, and the Rajah. 
We therefore deſire, that you will tranſmit to us copies of all your 
proceedings, which have a relation to this object of your inſtructions, 
as well as copies of all your c rreſpondence on the ſame ſubject 
with your Preſident, ſince his departure. 


We are the more deſirous of receiving theſe materials, as we are 
informed, that an officer at the head of the Company's troops had 
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been ſent to Eleanore, which we underſtand is ſituated without the 
boundary of the kingdom of Tanjore, to ſeize upon one or more of 


the Nabob's officers, and had carried him or them with their papers 
to Tanjore. This act requires explanation. If it was neceſſary, in order 
to carry the Company's intentions into execution, you will be juſti- 
fied by your inſtructions. But this tranſaction, as far as we are ac- 
quainted with it, appears to us a violation of the independent rights 
of the Nabob of the Carnatic, in which light Mahomed Ally Khan 
is acknowledged by the treaty of Paris, and that is not warranted 
by the Company's orders. 


We further defire that you will cauſe copies to be made of all 


the treaties which are now in force between your preſideney and 
any of the country powers, or which may at any time have been 
guaranted by you, and tranſmit them to us by the firſt opportunity. 
We are, 
| | My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Fort William, Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 


15th May, 1776. of „ Warren Haſtings, 
EE J. Clavering, 
Geo. Monſon, 
Richard Barwell. 


The Preſident acquaints the Board, that he will prepare a letter 


in anſwer to the above, which he will lay before them for their 


approbation at the next conſultation. In the mean time it is or- 


dered, that copies of the proceedings and reſolutions relative to this 
ſubject, as well as of the correſpondence with the Preſident, while 
at Tanjore, be prepared for the Governor General and Council at 
Bengal; likewiſe a copy of the treaty concluded in 1762, between 
the Nabob and the King of Tanjore, and guaranted by the Engliſh. 


111 At 


Copy of the 
proceedings 
to be pre- 

FO | 


Thurſday, 
t zth June, 


17776. 
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3 
PR E 8 E N T, 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, 8 Preſident, | 


George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher 
George Dawſon Henry Brooke | 
Claud Ruſſell Alex. Dalrymple 
Charles Floyer John Maxwell Stone 
Arch. Palmer Francis Jourdan 
| George Mackay. 


The minutes of laſt Conſultation read. 


The Right Honourable the Preſident, at the laſt Conſultation, 
having informed the Board he would prepare an anſwer to the Go- 
vernor General ard Council's letter of the 15th ult. now * the 
following before chem for their — | 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq. Governor-General, Sc. Council 
of Fort St. George. 


Honourable Sir and Sic, 


WE have had the honour to receive your letter of the 15th of May. 
Incapable as we are of being intentionally wanting in reſpect to you, or 
deficient in our duty, We thought the information contained in our 
letters of the 17th of February and 29th of March reſpecting Tanjore, 
was all which was material at that time. Our political ſituation has un- 
dergone no change except with reſpe& to Tanjore, and our letter of 
the 14th of May contains a full account of the Rajah's requeſt and of 


our Reſolution thereupon ; but as you are pleaſed to defire to have a copy 
| | 7 
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of all our proceedings in relation to Tanjore, the ſame ſhall be tranſ- 
mitted with all convenient expedition, 


Our Preſident acquaints us, That a as he paſſed through the Tanjore 

Country, he found the proper officers with all the accounts had been re- 
«- moved by the Nabob's orders from the villages, and was ſoon informed, 
« that every part of the country was in the ſame ſituation. That every 
« means had been taken to throw difficulties in his way in the execu- 
c tion of the Company's orders, and to diſtreſs the country and the inha- 
« bitants. That without the aſſiſtance of the Dobbeer and his accounts, it 
ce would have been impoſſible for the Rajah to have obtained any know- 
&« ledge of the revenues, or indeed to have been properly placed in the 
management of his country, this man having been firſt miniſter, and in 
« fact governed the Tanjore Country for theſe fifty years paſt. That 
* after Tanjore was taken, he told the Nabob's ſecond ſon, who com- 
“ manded there for his father, That he would not deſert his maſter 
in his misfortunes,” and refuſed to act until he carried iim wo the 
% Rajah, and deſired the Rajah to lay his commands upon him. That 
c on his (the Preſident's) proceeding for Tanjore, the Nabob ordered 
5 A the Dobbeer to be ſent out of the Tanjore country, with all the 
public accounts; the Dobbeer had retarded his journey by vari- 
« ous pretences, and ſent a meſſage to the Rajah, deſiring that he 
e might be conducted to Tanjore; the troop which attended the 
Preſident was therefore ſent to eſcort him; but when the troop ar- 
&« rived at the place whence the meſſage to the Rajah had been 
« ſent, they found the Dobbeer had been conveyed from thence to 
« Arialoor, whither the commanding officer of the troop followed him 
and eſcorted him to Tanjore.“ 


« Our Preſident wrote to the Nabob, that if he would pleaſe to 
« order the ſeveral Amuldars and other officers to return with their 
« accounts to the Dobbeer at Tanjore, juſtice might be done to 
<« every man, and the country reſtored in a proper and equitable 
manner; the Nabob, however, to this day, has not been pleaſed 


* to do fo.” 
«© Our 


The propri- 
of a cer- 
tain para- 
graph put to 
the vote. 
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Our Preſident adds, he has always endeavoured to tranſact the 
< buſineſs of the Company in the manner moſt agreeable to the 
“ Nabob; but his rule has ever _ that the Company's Buſineſs 
< muſt be done.” | 


| We will never looſe ſight of the treaty of Paris, but we ne 


believe that treaty can be conſtrued to obſtruct any proper meaſures 


which may be neceſſary for the e 8 W or the r 


of the Carnatic. 


We have the honour to encloſe you an extract of our honourable 
Maſter's order to this Preſidency per Royal Henry, dated 25th 


November, 1755; and alſo of the general letter from England re- 


ceived by the Lord Camden. We have no advices from you on 
the ſubject to which this 9 15 5 our letter of the 7th of 
March. 


We have intelligence chat large quantities of military ſtores have been 
lately landed at Pondicherry ; it is alledged that theſe are for Hyder 
Ally. It is faid that 1200 men have been landed from the ſhips 
of this ſeaſon at the iflands, with a quantity of ſtores and ammu- 
nition; and that the Ferme, a 64 gun ſhip, is daily expected with 
a frigate at Pondicherry, having on board 400 military, and many 


of the old Officers who ſerved in India during laſt war. 


We have the honour to be, 
| - honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Fort St. George, © ' Your moſt obedient and 
13th June, 1776. | moſt humble ſervant, 


PIGOT, &c. Council, 


On taking the above letter into conſideration, fome members of 


the board objecting to that paragragh wherein mention is made of 
the | treaty of Paris, the Preſident moves the following queſtion, 


„Whether the letter ſhall ſtand as it is, or that the Paragraph be 


& in the Preſident's name? 
Mr, 
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Mr. Mackay has cievady diſapproved on a of the Dobbeer's be- 
ing ſeized in the Nabob's dominions. As he ſhall always regard that 
tranſaction as a violation of the Nabob's rights, he cannot concur in 
opinion that it was a proper meaſure, or neceſſary to carry the Compa- 
ny's orders into execution with regard to Tanjore. He does not object 
to the paragraph in queſtion ſtanding in the lettes to — in the name 
of the Preſident. | 


As the paragraph in queſtion is in anſwer to a part of the Bengal 
letter touching the ſeizure of the Dobbeer, and implies an approba- 
tion of that a&, Mr. Jourdan cannot approve of it. 


Mr. Palmer is for the paragraph — in the name of the pre 
ſident. 

Mr. Stone readily ſubſcribes to the ii in queſtion, as he can- 

not conceive that the article of the treaty of Paris ever was intended to 


prevent this government taking proper meaſures for the ſafety and ſecu- 
rity of the Carnatic and the Company's poſſeſſions. 


Mr. Floyer deeming the paragraph in queſtion a general idea of 
the Board's ſenſe of the treaty of Paris, without adverting to the 
circumſtance of the ſeizure of the Dobbeer, he on this ſuppoſi- 
tion alone aſſents to the figning his name to the letter, reſerving to 
himſelf, if hereafter this matter comes into 'iſcuſfion before the Board, 


the power of em his n e at large upon the ſeizure of the 
Dobbeer. : 


Mr. Pen is for hs paragraph Sore as it is. 
| Mr. Ruffell i is s for the paragraph AO! as it __ 
Mr. Brooke i is for the paragraph ſtanding as it is. 


Mr. Dawſon is for the paragraph ſtanding as it is. 
Mmm Sir 


Mr. Mackay's 


opinion. 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher o- 
pinion. 


Mr.Stratton's 
opinion. 


The Preſi- 
dent's opi- 
nion. 

Carried for 
the queſtion. 


Letter from 
Mr. Floyer, 
expreſſi 


claims, but 
ſubmitting ta 
the opinion wad 
the 
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Sir Robert Fletcher objects to. the paragraph in queſtion ſtanding as 
a part of the letter in the name of the Board, becauſe it appears to him 
an implied juſtification of the meaſure which the Governor-General 
and Council of Bengal ſay appears to them a violation of the Nabob's 


rights; and Sir Robert Fletcher cannot help ſaying, that it is a meaſure 


which he entirely diſapproves. 


Mr. Stratton having difſented to the ſeizing of the Dobbeer, he muſt 
object to the paragraph, as he thinks it alludes to the report made by 
the Preſident, and declares that meaſure to be a proper one by the treaty 
of Paris. If it did not allude. to that report, Mr. en ſhould have 
no objection to the paragraph ſtanding as it is. 


The Preſident is for the paragraph hier as it is. 


Carried in the affirmative by a un of ſeven to five, that the 


letter ſhall ſtand as it is. 


Mr Floyer delivers in the following minute : 


To the a Honorable Lord Pigot, Preſident and pos &e, Cocit 


at Fort St. George. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


PERMIT me to have the honour of 8 to you; that 
after having read with all the attention in my power the ſeveral 
papers and proceedings which are connected with the queſtion at pre- 
ſent under the confideration of the Beard, I do not in my own mind 
find myſelf competent to give an opinion. upon it, without that de- 
gree of doubt that ny gn through ite affect my future * 
of mind. | 


'Fhere 
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There is, in my opinion, a wide difference between the degrees of 
knowledge gained by the private and ſeparate peruſal of papers, on 
any important ſubject, in its laſt ſtage, and that ſort of information 
which a man of candour may require, who has had occaſion to be 
preſent during the whole courſe of the operations tending to thoſe de- 


bates; or who, as a member of Council, has heard, and perſonally 


taken a ſhare in the progreſſive reaſoning upon them. 


Thus much, upon the whole, I apprehend, and moſt ſenfibly feel, 
that my doubtful vote may poſſibly involve this Prefidency in great dif- 
ficulties with the country powers; or it may affect the property and 
credit of individuals, and in its conſequences entail many inconveni- 
ences upon this ſettlement. 


I am the more agitated by this impreſſion on my mind, becauſe that 
if the orders of the Honourable Court of Directors, in any reſpect, are 
to be conformed to, I preſume my duty calls me immediately to my ſta- 
tion at Maſulipatam; ſo that if I give my vote, as is poſſible, errone- 
ouſly on this occafion, it may not afterwards be in my power to remedy 
the mee upon ay future 3 at the Board on this ſubject. 


I entertain * opinion of your Lordſhip, and of the other members 
| of Council, who have thoroughly weighed and conſidered the queſtion. 
now before you, with all its conſequences, ſome time before my arri- 
val, that I am convinced every member will give his voice, as the reſult 
of information and local knowledge he has acquired of this matter, in its 
every progreſſive ſtage. This, it muſt be confeſſed, my Lord and: 
Gentlemen, cannot be my caſe; and therefore I truſt I ſhall ſtand! 
excuſed to my Honourable Maſters, to your Lordſhip, and to the other- 
members of the Board, if I wiſh to decline giving any opinion -in the: 
fituation and circumſtances I have herein Ratode to you. 


However 


Mr. Dal 
ple's opinion. 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher's 


Opinion. 


The Prefi. 
dent moves 
that the reſo- 
lution of 
Council re- 
ſpecting Mr. 
enfield's 
claims be 


confirmed. 
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However, conſcious as I am that my private feelings ought to give 
way to what the Board may think my duty to my Honourable Maſters, 
I await the ſentiments of your Lordſhip and Council on this occaſion; 
to which I profeſs myſelf at all times nals to pay the utmoſt deference 
and reſpect. 


I have the honour to be, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Fort St. George, CHARLES FLOYER. 


-. I3th June, 1776. 


Mr. Floyer's letter taken into confideration. 


Mr. Floyer acquaints the Board, that in the d of this ber on 
dann contained in his letter, he obſerves that ſome of the members 

are of opinion he ſhould give a vote on the ſubje& of Mr. Benfield's 
claims on the Tanjore country; wherefore he now declares, that not- 


withſtanding his requeſt aforementioned, he will have no objection (to re- 


move the doubts of thoſe members) if ſuch, ſhould be their defire. 


Wbereupon Mr. Dalrymple deſires it to be minuted as his opinion, that 
every member preſent is bound to _—= his vote. 


Sir Robert Fletcher defi it may be e as his opinion, that 
Mr. Floyer ought not to vote on the buſineſs now before the Board, for 
the reaſons contained in his (Mr. Floyer's) minutes entered upon the laſt 
conſultation, and the reaſous aſſigned in his letter delivered in this * 


| The Preſident then moves, that ** reſcliniou of Council, 29th 
32 entered as followeth, do ſtand confirmed. Reſolution, . That 
ce the Rajah of Tanjore being put in the full poſſeſſion and management 
c of his country by the Company' s expreſs orders, it is the opinion of 
ec the Board, that it is not in their power to n with Mr. Benfield's 


“ requeſts 
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cc requeſts in any reſpect, thoſe claims on individuals which bear the 
appearance of having no connection with government, not being ſuffici- | 
ently explained to enable the Board to form an opinion thereon, and the 
aſſignments of the Nabob not being admiſſible,” 


Mr. Mackay Againſt the motion 
Mr. Jourdan Againft the motion 
Mr. Palmer Againſt the motion 
Mr. Stone | For the motion 
Mr. Floyer | Againft the motion 
Mr. Dalrymple. For the motion 
Mr. Ruſſel! For the motion 
Mr. Brooke Againſt the motion 
Mr. Dawſon For the motion 
Sir Robert Fletcher Againſt the motion 
Mr. Stratton Againſt the motion 
The Preſident For the motion 
Carried ir the negative ſeven to five. Cartied 
| | againſt the 


Mr. Dalrymple acquaints the Board, that Sir Robert Fletcher and 99+ 
Mr. Mackay having declared they will give an anſwer to his minute, 
it is impoſſible for him, with any propriety, to form any further judg- 
ment till he has ſeen their anſwers : whereupon Sir Robert Fletcher 
obſerves to the Board, that this is mere caballing in Mr. Dalrymple, and 
that he will deliver in a minute on the ſubject. 


Mr. Mackay acquainting the Board, that he has ſome queſtions to 


move, it is agreed to adjourn till to:morrow morning, at ten o'clock, to 
take the ſame into confideration. 


Nun | At 


” 
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Friday 14th 
June. 

The Preſi- 
dent's motion 
on the na- 
ture of Mr. 
Benfield's 


claims. 


Mr. Mackay 
claims tor his 
motion a prior 
right to the 
confideration 


of the Board. 


Debate 
4hereons 
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At a Conſultation. Preſent as before. 


The Preſident moves, that the Board may come to the following re- 


ſolution, That all the claims of Mr. Benfield are private, and not 


= N concerns.“ 


Mr. Mackay obſerves to the Board, that their meeting this morning 
was in confequence of yeſterday's adjournment, to take ſome motions 
he had to make into conſideration, and therefore thinks in point of pro- 
priety, that his motions ſhould be taken into debate before the reſolu- 
tion that is now moved by the Preſident is put to the vote. 


Upon which the Preſident, having explained what he thinks the cuſ- 
tom of the ſervice, that the buſineſs introduced by him ſhould. be firſt 
taken into debate, deſires the ſentiments of the Board on this Queſtion, 


Whether the reſolution propoſed by him, or the motions intended by 
« Mr _— ſhould be firſt taken into conſideration ?” 


Mr, Mackay is of opinion his motions ſhould be firſt taken into 
conſideration, | | 


Mr. Jourdan thinks Mr. Mackay having informed the Board that 
he had a queſtion to move before the Board adjourned itſelf, the motions 
of Mr. Mackay ſhould in n be determined ed before the Pre- 
ſident's motion, 


Mr. Palmer is of the ſame opinion of Mr. Jourdan, 


Mr. Stone. As he does not * that the Preſident's motion has 
any tendency to preclude Mr. Mackay from making his motion, he 
thinks the Preſident's ſnould be firſt conſidered. 


Mr, Floyer. Shall at all times be happy in paying the utmoſt de- 
ference and reſpect to * motion made 892 the Preſident, and ſhould 


2 certainly 


6283300 
certainly on this occaſion have given it as his opinion the Preſident 
ſhould have ſuch preference, if Mr. Mackay had not yeſterday declared, 
he had ſome motions to make upon the ſubject conſidered in that pro- 
ceeding, and that the Board thereupon adjourned till this morning to 


conſider them, therefore he muſt think, in order and propriety, the mo» 
tions of Mr, Mackay ſhould firſt be made. 


Mr. Dalrymple. For the propoſed reſolution of the Prefident being, 
firſt taken into conſideration, 


Mr. Ruſſell, As the Preſident's motion. does not preclude Mr, 
Mackay from making the one intended by him, Mr. Ruſſell thinks, for 
the reaſons urged by the Preſident, that his ſhould be firſt conſidered, 


Mr. Brooke. Shall always pay the greateſt deference and reſpect to 
the Preſident; had his motion come at the ſame time with Mr. Mac- 
kay's, he ſhould not have a doubt of giving his the preference; but as 
the Board had adjourned yeſterday for the purpoſe of taking Mr. Mac- 
| kay's motions: into conſideration, and as the Preſident had not moved 

his until this day, Mr. Brooke is of opinion,” that in point of regularity, 
and this particular caſe, Mr. Mackay's motions ſhould be read firſt. 


Mr. Dawſon is of opinion the Preſident's motion have the. pre- 
ference. nts | 1 
Sir Robert Fletcher. As Mt. Mackay does not give up his right, of 
preference, Sir Robert Fletcher thinks, that in point of right as 


well as order, Mr. Mackay's motions ſhould firſt be taken into con- 
ſideration. 


Mr. Stratton is, for the reaſons aſſigned in Mr. Brooke's opinion,, 
for taking Mr. Mackay's motions firſt into conſideration. | 


The Preſident. In order that he might keep up uniformity to the 
accuſtomed and regular manner of conducting the buſineſs of the Com- 
pany, 


Carried for 
Mr. Mackay's 


motion. 


Mr. Mackay's 
motion. 


The Preſi- 
dent's mi- 
nute thereon, 


and previous 
queſtion. 


Mr. Mac- 
kay's opinion, 
Mr. Jourdan's 


opinion. 


Mr. Palmer 8 
opinion. 

Mr. Stone's 
minute. 
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| pany. on this coaſt, which has ever to his knowledge originated with 


the Preſident ; he had turned his thoughts towards the propereſt man- 
ner of introducing Mr. Benfield's buſineſs again before the Board, 
which he was about to do, when he moved them to come to the afore- 
going propoſed reſolution ; he therefore thinks that nnn deſerves 
their firſt attention. 


Carried for Mr. Mackay's motion being firſt put, ſeven to five. 


Whereupon Mr. Mackay moves, That it is the opinion of the 
c Board, that the Nabob had a right to the government ſhare of the 


& crop in the Tanjore country, the produce of grain ſown during the 


4 time it was in his poſſeſſion, and that wy mortgages he may have 
given on the ſame are good,” 


The motion introduced by Mr. Mackey! being entirely relative to the 
ſuppoſed rights of: the Nabob, ot which the Preſident thinks this Board 
are not competent judges, he is of opinion Mr, Mackay's queſtion 
cannot with any propriety be put, as it may tend ro the moſt fatal con- 


ſequences, and therefore moves, That Mr. Ou queſtion be 
* not put.” | 


Mr. Mackay. For the queſtion being put. 
Mr. Jourdan thinks the motion a neceſſary one, as preparatory to 
any aſſiſtance which the Board may think proper to give to Mr. Ben- 


field, becauſe it is evident that if the Nabob had no right to affign the 


grain or country, Mr. Benfield's claims on the Tanjore GP fall to 
the ground. 


Mr. Palmer. For the queſtion being put. | | 

As the motion propofed by Mr. Mackay appears to Mr. Stone not 
confined to Mr, Benfield's claims, in conſequence of the mortgages or 
affignments made to him by the Nabob, but to extend alſo to a diſ- 
cuſſion of the general rights of the Nabob to the crops in the Tanjore 
country, 


= 
country, he thinks it improper ; fince if the Nabob's rights thereto 


ſhould by a reſolution of this Board be declared good and valid, he does 


not ſee how we can avoid ſupporting him in the recovery of fuch his 
rights, and to what lengths we may thereby be led no one can dof ; he 


therefore thinks it ſhould not be pur. 


Mr. Flayer is 11 che RNS TA being put for the reaſons which 
he now delivers in, and which he would have laid before the Board yeſ- 
terday had the matter come then under conſideration, hoping to ſtand 

excuſed by bis Honourable Maſters, by this Board, and by the whole 
world, if, ſituated as he has already repreſented 1 in his letter of yeſter- 
day's date, he ſhould give an erroneous opinion on n the nt, under 


determination. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


I HAVE peroſed; with, all che attention in my power, the ſeveral 
proceedings of. the Board, the ſeparate letter from the Honourable the 


Court of Directors, dated 12th April, 1753, per Grenville, and other 
ſundry papers relative to the claims upon the. Tanjore country. I ſhall 


on this eccafion confine my opinion merely to the matter of property 


ene in the queſtion, moved by the Right Honourable Preſident 


in conſultation agth of laſt month, without entering into any matter 


whatfoever which may not have connection with that queſtion, as [deem 
it at to ihe n 120 debate. | | 


* 


The following 88 was dit by + Hy Right Honourable 


Preſident on the a oy laſt. 


Mr. Floyer's 
Opinion and 
reply to Mr. 
Dalrymple's 
minute of the 
oth, 


„ That the Rejali/of Tanjore wing os in che tull-poſifion-a6ihad. 


country by the Company's expreſs orders, it is the opinion of the Board, 


that it is not in their power to comp y with Mr. Benfield's requeſts in any 


reſpect, thoſe claims on individuals, which bear the appearance of hav- 
| ing no nn with government, not being ſufficiently explained to 
| Ooo enable 


* 
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er the. Board to Form an opinion thereon, and the” aſſignments of 
the Nabob. not being. admiſſible. n | 


This n was carried in the affirmative, ſix to five. 10 


At the next conſultation held on the third June, in conſequence of s at 
minute delivered by Mr. Brooke, requeſting a re- conſideration of that 
part of the proceedings relative to the Preſident's minute on Mr. Ben- 
field's claims, the Board agreed, that Mr. Brooke's requeſt ſnould be 
complied with, and that the Board do meet again on Thurſday morn- 
ing next, (the 6th June) to re· conſider the proceedings of the 29th ultimo. 
And by a ſubſequent eee it is brought to us this day for. 


deciſion. 

I have alſo peruſed wich attention the ſeveral minutes delivered as the 
ſeparate opinions of the Members of the Board; that of Mr. Dalrym- 
- Ple's being an abſtract of all the public proceedings ſince the arrival of: 
the Grenville, and being in my opinion clearly expreſſive of the ſenti- 
ments he entertains of the queſtion now before us, and to which I have 

before ſaid T ſhall entirely confine my preſent opinion, by his repeated 
references to the public records; that Gentleman will, I flatter myſelf, 
excuſe me if 1 ground any. part of gy eee 1 his minute. ; 


Mr. Dalrymple's minute, 6th Jute; I 776, 1 to the following 
paragraphs. of the ſeparate letter, per Grenville. Paragraph th. 
And having reſolved to contribute, fo far as in us lies, towards the 
c reſtoration of the King of Tanjore, which by every tie of honour we 
ceived ourſelves. bound to do, we hereby. direct, that you take the moſt 
effectual meaſures, without 4% of time, tor ſecuring the perſon. of the 
King of Tanjore, &c.“ and in a ſubſequent part of the paragraph 
<« and inform him, that we have determined to replace him upon the 
« throne of his anceſtors, | upon certain terms and conditions to be 


6c ' agreed upon for the mutual e 10 himſelf and the Company, 
f 2 N without 
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« without infringing the rights of Madame Ally Khan, N abob of the, 
& Carnatic.“ 


Anſwer. Upon the latter part of the paragraph I ns | myſels 
of opinion, much of the preſent matter depends, viz. Mr. Benfield's: 
claims, by virtue of the Nabob's orders and  affignments upon the Tanjore 
country; I mean from the words © Certain terms, &c. to the conelu- 
ſion of the paragraph. If the Board was of opinion that the Nabob. 
had a right, as a property veſted in him by conqueſt, to the crops- 
which he had ſown at his own expenſe; and that by the eſtabliſhed 
uſages and cuſtoms of the country he, as well as all proprietors of. 
lands, are entitled to reap what is thus ſown, and at his. or their diſ- 
poſal, even before the harveſt is gathered. I own, in my idea, that it 
is a matter which I ſhould have looked upon as a part of the Company's 
intentions, expreſſed: by the words, « certain terms, &c.“ and ſhould 
conſequently have expreſſed, had I been at the Board, an inclination, 
that the Right Honourable Prefident ſhould have been authorized to 
ſtate to the King of Tanjore the matter of property claimed, either 
by the Nabob's Naib, or by individuals, upon his country, as a neceſſary 
preliminary to his being put into poſſeffion of Tanjore; particularly 
as by Mr. Benfield's laſt letter to the Board, dated the 3d inſtant, it 
appears, that he acquainted the Preſident with the nature of claims upon 
that country ; that the Preſident's reply to him was not unfavourable to 
the application he made to his Lordſhip; and that, with his approba- 
tion, Mr. Benſield accompanied him to Tanjore. If this matter, as I 
have already obſerved, had been timely repreſented to the King of 
Tanjore, he would have known the claims upon- his country, and: 
would undoubtedly have communicated to the Preſident, or to the 
Board, his ſentiments upon the nature of thoſe claims, touching-the- 
propriety or impropriety of them, for the information and confidera-- 
tion of the Board. The King now reſtored, muſt certainly deem it 
more conducive to his own intereſt. to diſcountenance the claims of! 


property: 
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property in his country, becauſe his admiſſion of them muſt tend to 


Adimunition of his own immediate income; and he is now at full liberty 
to reject or comply with any repreſentations which the Board may 


make to him, if they are ſo inclined, not only with reſpect to Mr. 
Benfield's-claims, but thoſe of any other perſon, whether Britiſh ſub. 
jects, natives living under the Company's protection, or any other 
people, which by Mr. Dalrymple's minute I am led to Arber there 
are, to a very enormous amount. | | | 


"The ibn; dns which occurs to me on this occafion is, 
Whether the Nabob was or was not the proprietor, from the eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms of the country, of the revenue, and all other appendages of 
Ciraer, from the time of his being in abſolute poſſeſſion of Tanjore to the 
day of the King's reſtoration? I offer it as my opinion, he undoubt- 
edly was. It. is not my province to aſk, why the King was not put 
inĩo poſſeſſion of his country immediately upon the receipt of the Com. 
pany's orders for ſo doing. If he is deemed ſo, and he has ſown this 
year's crop, and has granted mortgages and aſſignments upon any 
part of the produce of his own lands ; and that the other proprietors 
of lands alſo have done the ſame, .agreeably to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom 
of the country ; I cannot entertain a doubt but ſuch alignments and 
mortgages ſo made muſt be deemed valid, provided theſe tranſactions 
were carried on previous to the receipt of the orders of 'our honourable 
maſters per Grenville, till when the Company themſelves acknow- 
ledge he was the ruler over the Tanjore country ; for-their very words 
in this paragraph are, Without infringing the . arte of Mahomed 
Ally ng Nabob af the Carnatic.” 


Dan 2. Tou are Tatervet in our name to aſſure ah King of 
<« Tanjore, that no diminition of his authority over his ſubjects is intend- 
ed by us; and.that we will ſeverely puniſh every military officer or 
4. Company s ſervant, - who ſhall in any reſpect interfere in the affairs 
« of 
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« of his government : and you are to-take eſpecial care . that this ar- 
« ticle be punctually fulfilled on the part of the Company.” 

This Paragraph (7) contains a ſtanding order for our future govern- 
ment, after the King is put in poſſeſſion of his country; and cannot 
poſſibly, in my opinion, have reference to any tranſactions in that 
country during the time of the Nabob's being in poſſeſſion of it, 


Paragraph 14. You will: not fail to explain to the King of Tanjore, 
that it is by no means our intention to impoveriſo Tanjore, &c.” 
Here again my attention is called to the words impoveriſn Tan- 
« jore.” It is undeniably the country of Tanjore, which our Honour- 
able Maſters tell us plainly they mean not to impoveriſh; and it is a 
ſentiment which does honour to humanity, I muſt conſider how far, 
in my opinion, this order has connection with the preſent ſubje& 
matter. 


Loans have been made to the Ruler of that country, in order 
td enable him to cultivate his lands, to maintain troops, to defend his 
country, and the individuals reſiding under his government, and to the 
purpoſe of otherwiſe ſupporting and improving his country, If the 
huſbandmen have received from him, or other perſons, the uſual allow- 
ances or encouragements for enabling them to cultivate their lands, 
upon condition that they ſhould reimburſe the amount of ſuch advanees 
from the produce of their labours, where is the appearance of diſtreſs 
to the country, or to its individual inhabitants, the repaying by its own 
manufactures and agriculture, the amount of ſums they have received 
in ſpecie? If they had not been ſupplied with the neceſſary advances 
from government, or by other means, in due time to enable them to 
cultivate their lands, there would indeed have been diſtreſs, not only 
to the country, but to every cultivator in it. But the caſe being other- 
wiſe, it appears to me to be an anticipated ſale of the internal produce | 
of their labour, which is equal to the exportation of it to foreign mar- 
kets: if cuſtom (as I am told it does) authorizes the meaſure, there are 

Ppp many 
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many inſtances I believe in ſeveral counties in England, where the crop 
is ſold by the farmer, or the cultivator, when growing in the fields, 


If a country is in debt, it ſhould deviſe means for diſcharging that 
debt; and for ſuch parts of the produce of the Tanjore country. that 
have been fold, I cannot think the country impoveriſhed by an adhe- 
rence to the ſtipulated terms of ſale, For as I conceive the matter, the- 
debts ſo contracted are not to be paid in ſpecie, but in the produce of 
a country which has been cultivated by the ſpecie received into it. 


There is only one paragraph of the Honourable Court's ſeparate let-. 
ter per Grenville, more than I have already noticed, that I think bears 
an affinity to the immediate queſtion now before us.—It is as follows : 


Paragraph 22. We could wiſh you to obtain a ſtatement of the 
te Nabob's receipts and diſburſements on the above account, (the plun- 
« der of Tanjore, and the receipt of the revenues for more than two 
« years) but we fear it is impraCticable ; however, we recommend it to 
«© your attentipn, in order to prevent him from pleading the above cir- 
« cumſtance as an excuſe or reaſon for delaying payment of his debts 
« to the Company, and thoſe to his private European creditors, in caſe 
they ſhould be ſpeedily demanded.” 


If I am to form my judgment of the ſpirit and very words of the 
foregoing paragraph, it is, that the Company, foreſecing the difficulties 
which might probably ariſe from a queſtion of the Nabob's property in 
the kingdom of Tanjore whilſt he was ruler of it, after the King's reſto- 
ration they were deſirous of the Board's adjuſting this matter by an ob- 
tainment of the Nabob's receipts and diſburſements on the above account, 

previous to the reſtoration of the King of Tanjore, as well for their 
own information on that head, as to put it by previous meaſures adopted 
by the Board, beyond the power of contention hereafter between the 
Nabob and the King of Tanjore, in order that the Nabob ſhould have 
4 on 


„ 


S excuſe or reaſon for delaying payment of his debts to the Company, 


and thoſe to his private European creditors, in caſe they ſhould be * 


We demanded. 


From the arguments and reaſons deduced from this my minute I now 
| proceed, but with the utmoſt diffidence, to offer my opinion upon the 
queſtion before us. 


J have already given my opinion that the Nabob was the ruler of 
Tanjore until the King was actually put into poſſeſſion of his govern- 


ment, and therefore muſt confels, I think all mortgages and aſſignments 
made by him, his Naib or any other perſon, acting under his authority, 


upon that country, for any part of his property whilſt he was ruler of 
Tanjore, ought to be deemed valid; and that the claims of individuals 
reſiding under the Britiſh protection, upon the ruler or any individuals 


of that country, merit admiſſibility, . ſo far only as they are become legal 


by the Britiſh legillature. 


Mr. Dalrymple thinks Mr. Mackay s motion muſt tend to raiſe the 
apprehenſion and alienate the mind ofthe Rajah, which he is convinced 


is at preſent well diſpoſed to the Company; mult keep up the animoſity - 
between the Nabob and the Rajah; give great offence to the Marattas, 


who may perhaps be induced to take a part in this diſpute, and involve 


the Company's affairs on this coaſt in the greateſt diſtreſs ; and he can- 


not conceive any public motive whatever for running thoſe riſks, as the 
Rajah has not only readily complied with every requiſition of the Com- 


pany, but has * the e to take the entire Protecuna of . 


his country; 
And thereſore he is againſt Mr. Mackay's queſtion being put. 


Mr. Ruſſell is againſt the motion being put. Becauſe, whether the 


Nabob has or bas not a right, it is not a matter that falls under the con- 


lideration of the Board. | 
| Becauſe 


Mr. D. ry M 
ple's minutes 
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minute. 
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Mr. Mackay 's 
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Becauſe, if they do take it finto conſideration and determine that the 
Nabob has a right, it will be incumbent on the Board to ſupport the 
Nabob in his pretenſions to the ſubjects ſo determined to be his right. 


Becauſe in caſe of a refuſal on the part of the Rajah, the Board will 


therefore be under the neceſſity of aſſiſting the Nabob in aſſerting what 
is before determined by themſelves to be his right, which might afford 
a freſh plea for diſpoſſeſſing the Rajah again of his country. 


And becauſe it is fate matter, and not at all connected with the 
affairs of the Company. 


Mr. Brooke for the queſtion being put. 


Mr. Dawſon has hitherto declined giving his judgment of the Nabob's 
claims on the Tanjore country, thinking them not admiſſible at this 


Board; and as the queſtion tends to involve the Board 1 in endleſs diffi- 


culties, he is not for putting the queſtion, 


Sir Robert Fletcher, is for Mr, Mackay's queſtion being put, for the 
reaſons aſſigned by Mr. Jourdan; and he does not admit any ground for 


the alarms and apprehenſions mentioned by other members of the 


Board delivered in their written opinions. 
Mr. Stratton is of the ſame opinion as Sir Robert Fletcher, 
The Preſident, againit Mr. Mackay's queſtion being put. 


Carried in the negative ſeven to five, 


Mr. Mackay*s queſton is thereupon put. 


Mr. Mackay For the queſtion 
Mr. Jourdan For the queſtion 
Mr. Palmer For the queſtion 
Mr. Stone Againſt the queſtion - 
Mr. Floyer For the queſtion 


— 
© 


nou 


5 
1 
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Mr. Dalrymple 


Againſt the queſtion 

Mr. Ruſſell Againſt the queſtion 
Mr. Brooke For the queſtion 

Mr. Dawſon Againſt the queſtion 
Sir Robert Fletcher For the queſtion 
Mr. Stratton For the queſtion 

The Preſident Againſt the queſtion. 


Carried in the affirmative ſeven to five. 


Mr. Mackay further moves; That a letter be written to the Rajah 
« of Tanjore to inform him of the above reſolution of the Board, and 
« to recommend to him to give Mr. Benfield all reaſonable aſſiſtance in 
« recovering ſuch debts as appear to be juſtly due to him from the in- 
« habitants, as well as to reſtore to him the grain of laſt year, which 
« was in the poſſeſſion of his people, and ſaid to be forcibly taken from 
« them.” 


The Preſident moves the following amendment to Mr. Mackay's 


motion, viz. That all be left out commencing with the word Rajah, and 
the following inſerted in it's room, © Nabob to inform him of the above 
« reſolution of the Board, and to recommend to him to ſend the ſeveral 
« Amuldars and officers with their accounts into the Tanjore country, 
e that the Dobbeer may be enabled to lay before us a true ſtate of the 
<« Nabob's rights to the government ſhare of the crop in the Tanjore 
country, the produce of grain ſown during the time it was in his poſ- 
e ſcſſion, that we may form an opinion how far the mortgages or or- 
ders he may have given are good.“ 


The queſtion is then put, © Whether Mr. Maekay's queſtion ſhall 


be ſo amended. 


- 


Mr. Mackay againſt the amendment. 


Mr. Jourdan againſt the amendment. 


224 


And carried. 


Mr. Mackay's 


motion for 

a letter to the 

Rajah, re- 

2 the 
bts of the 

inhabitants. 


The Preſident 
moves for an 
amendment 
in the above 
motion. 


PSY 
Mr. Palmer againſt the amendment. 


Mr. Stone thinks, as the Rajah cannot determine of the reaſonable- 
neſs and juſtneſs of Mr. Benfield's claims. without the particular ac- 
counts of the produce of the country, he is for the amendment. | 


Debate, Mr. Floyer thinks a part of the amendment propoſed by the Preſi- 
dent will probably become a neceſſary queſtion to be put to the Board 
* in the courſe. of their procedings in conſequence of the reſolution of 


this. day, but at. preſent he muſt conceive it to be premature, as the 
queſtion propoſed by Mr. Mackay ſeems to be immediately tending to: 
and in conſequence of the Board's reſolution. | 


Mr. Dalrymple for the amendment.. 

Mr. Ruſſell for the amendment. 

Mr. Brooke nin the amendment.. 

Mr. Dawſon. for the amendment. 

Sir Robert Fletcher againſt the amendment. 


| Mr. Stratton againſt the amendment, becauſe he thinks the Dob- 
beer can furniſh the Board with every account they can deſire. 


The Preſident for the amendment.. 


Majority a. Carried againſt the amendment ſeven to five. 
gainſt the a- 
mendment. N 
Mr. Mackay's Mr. Mackay's motion is then put. 
motion put. : 
Mr. Mackay for the motion.. 


Mr. Jourdan for the motion. 
Mr. Palmer for the motion. 
Mr. 
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Mr. Stone againſt the motion. 


Mr. Floyer for the motion. 


Mr. Dalrymple thought and declared his tentiments, that this mo- Mr. Dalrym- 


tion was improper to be put to the vote at preſent, becauſe the Preſi- 
dent's motion not having been put, it is not determined whether Mr. 
Benfield's claims are private or public concerns, or whether Mr. 
Benfield's concerns are conſiſtent with the Company's orders or not; 
nor indeed are the claims ſufficiently explained, nor has Mr. Benfield 
given in any charge in conſequence of the Board's information, that 
no officer of the Company had any authority to ſeize the property of 
individuals; and till then the Board cannot know whether the grain 
complained of, as being ſeized, was ſeized by the Rajah's officers or by 
the Company's, as Mr. Benfield has alledged ; and for the further ob- 
jections he refers to his minute of the 10th inſtant. 


Mr. Ruſſell againſt the motion. 
Mr. Brooke for the motion. 


Mr. Devin cannot but diſſent to this motion, becauſe he is not ſa- 


tisfied of the juſtneſs of any claims Mr. Benfield 1 have on the 


Rajak. 

Sir Robert Fletcher for the motion. 
Mr. Stratton for the motion. 
The Preſident againſt the motion. 


Carried in the affirmative ſeven to five: 


Mr. Mackay then moves, That it be further recommended to 
«© the Rajah to account with Mr. Benfield for the government ſhare 
te of the grain in the diſtricts aſſigned to him by the Nabob, and ſaid 
<« to be forcibly taken from his people.“ 


Mr. 


ple's minute. 


Carried for 


the motion. 


Mr. Mackay' 3 
motion that 


the Rajah do 


account for 
the govern- 
ment ſhare of: 
the crop... 


The Preſi- 
dent's minute 
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tending to in- 
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vager for Mr. 
Benfield with 
the Rajah. 
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Mr. Mackay for the motion. 
Mr. Jourdan for the motion. 
Mr, Palmer for the motion. 
Mr. Stone againſt the motion. 


Mr. Floyer thinks, as Mr. Mackay, who has made the motion, tells 
the Board, that he alludes to the laſt year's crop, which has been aſſign- 
ed to Mr. Benfield by the Nabob during the time he was in poſſeſſion 


of the country, that juſtice requires that the Board ſhould recommend 
to the Rajah of Tanjore, to cauſe to be reſtored to Mr. Benfield's peo- 


ple ſuch property as has been ſaid to have been with- held from him, 
Mr. Dalrymple againſt the motion. 
Mr. Ruſſell againſt the motion. 
Mr. Brooke for the motion. 
Mr. Devon againſt the motion. 
| Sir Robert Fletcher for the motion. 
Mr. Stratton for the motion. 


The Preſident is againſt the motion, becauſe it is diametrically op- 
polite to the orders that have been received from the Company by the 
Grenville, which brought their commands for reſtoring the Rajah, and 
who therein declare, that they will ſeverely puniſh every military officer, 
or Company's ſervant, who ſhall in any reſpect interfere in the affairs of 
the Rajah's government; becauſe he ſees clearly that this reſolution 
of the Council will authorize Mr. Benfield to ſend Comera, the Dubaſh, 
to tranſact his affairs with the Rajah of Tanjore, who had the inſo- 
lence to propoſe to the Rajah the renting of his whole country, and 


to declare to him that he was ſupported by ſeven members of the 


3 | | Council; 
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Council; and who further told the Rajah, hat Lord Pigot would re- 
commend an Engliſh garriſon to be placed in his fort, which he by all 
means diſſuaded him from admitting; and moreover, becauſe this 
Comerah told the Rajah, that Lord Pigot would probably adviſe him 
to depend on the Company for the protection of his country, which 
he was by no means to comply with; but on the contrary; to reply, 
that he would defend his country in the ſame manner as his father, 
and that he did not want ſuch aſſiſtance, ON 


Carried in the affirmative, ſeven to five. 


5 Ordered, That Comerah, the Dubaſh, be ſent for, as alſo ſuch perſons 
as were preſent during the converſation between him and the Rajah, 
as related by Lord Pigot, in order that they may be examined by this 
Board. | | 


Sir Robert Fletcher here deſires it to be inſerted, that his opinion 


of the Company's orders by the Grenyille is very different from that 
of the Preſident, as it reſpects the buſineſs now before the Board. 


The Preſident recommends to the Board to come to the reſolution 


he propoſed to them at the beginning of this debate, and which he 
wiſhed to have had conſidered before the firſt queſtion that was put by 
Mr. Mackay, viz. That all the claims of Mr. Benfield are private 
and not public cencerns.” | 


Mr. Mackay is of opinion, that the claims, ſo far as they regard Mr. 


Benfield are private; but ſo far as they regard the Nabob's afſign- 


ments to Mr, Benfield they are public. 
Mr. Jourdan is. of the ſame opinion with Mr. Mackay. 
Mr. Palmer is of the ſame opinion with Mr. Mackay. 


Mr. Stone is of opinion they are of a private nature, 


Rrr Mr. 


Carried for 
the motion. 


Comerah to 
attend the 
Board, 
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Nr. Benfield are of a private, but ſo far as they regard the Nabob, that 


the above motion with a recommendation that this matter might have 
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| Mr. Hoyer! is Ee qpinjon chat Mr. Benfield's claims were lebe 
edly of a private nature, but from i intervening cauſes are now become 
a matter worthy, of public conſideration. ; | | 


Mr. . Dibyreiple 1 is of opinion they are private concerns. | 
Mr. Ruſfell is of opinion they are private concerns. 


Mr. Brooke is of opinion that Mr. Benfield's concerns conſidered 
fimply were originally of a private nature, but by the change of go- 
vernment in the Tanjore country, and the Nabob's acknowledgment 
of the aſſignments to Mr. Benfield to this Board, they are now * 
come a public object of conſideration of the Board. 


Mr. Dawſon is of opinion they are of a private nature. 


Sir 7 Fletcher thinks them private claims, ſo blended with the 
affairs of the Nabob's government, and conſequently ſo connected 
with the intereſt of the Company, that they become in ſome meaſure 
elaims of a public nature. | 


— 


Mr. Stratton is of opinion that the claims ſo far as they relate to 
they are of a public nature. 

The Preſident is of opinion they are of a private nature. 

The Preſident acquaints the Board, that he intended to have followed: 


been referred to the Court of Directors, expreſſediin the motion,whick 
he now deſires may be recorded, as one he intended to have- made, 
« That it appears to this Board, that Mr. Benfield's tranſactions with 
«. the Country Government are contrary to the expreſs orders of the 


* Company, 
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« -Company, and that any interference therein may raiſe apprehenſions 
« in the Rajah, of Tanjore, and tend to involve the Company's affairs on 
« this coaſt;,for.which. reaſon it is reſolved that this matter be refer- 
« red to the Hope the Cour of Directors.” 


AT A CONSULTATION. Preſent as before. 


MINUTE delivered in by Meſfieurs Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
ons, 1 7 7 Palmer, Juda and Mackay. 


The Governor-General and Council, Mayes rocjuieed of this govern- 
ment all our proceedings that relate to the reſtoration of the Rajah of 
Tanjore. As theſe proceedings do not fully convey the idea on which 
we aſſented to the acceptance of the four Lacks of Pagodas, and as 
ſome of the members expreſs alarms and apprehenſions at the late reſo- 
lution of Council, we 258 it dean to enter the following minute. 


- Heretofore, 3 the Nabob refuſed hdd 6 an Engliſh garriſon i in- 


to Tanjore, and diſcovered inſtances of a defire to give the Nabob the 


management of the Tanjore fort and country into the hands of bis ſe- 
cond fon, a majority of the Board deemed that a meaſure which might 
in its conſequences prove dangerous to the Carnatic and to the Com- 
pany's affairs. They repreſented this to the Nabob. They alſo re- 


preſented: to the Company, that it was neceſſary the Nabob- ſhould 


be limited to a certain number of troops; that aſſignments of revenues 
ſhould be given to the Company for the maintenance of the troops kept 
for the Nabob, and a ſum of money depoſited to enable us to keep the 


field when neceſſity ſhould require it. 


When the Company's orders. arrived. by the Grenville, the Board 


judged it a favourable opportunity to endeavour: to carry into execu- 
Judg PP * N ry 


tion, a plan for the better eſtabliſhment of a military force for the 
general defence of the Carnatic; and on the Preſident's report, we 
| worte 
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"wrote t to the Company that we hoped to be able to effect it. The ſum 
offered to the board by the Rajak in his letter to the Preſident appear- 
ing to be a voluntary offer, and nearly his proportion of the general 
experiſes, the Board woas glad to actept of it; more eſpecially as this ſum is 
much leſs than the Rajah's former military A for the defence of 
the Tanyore-country..7 7110 1 1.1 JS HO O A 


—— 


When Mr. Benfßeld's claims were conſidered on the 2gth May laſt, 
Ie was carried by a majority againſt the claimant ; but on the 
14th inſtant 1t was reconſidered, and it has been reſolved that a letter 


ſhall be written to the Rajah, explaining to him the Board's opinion, 
that the government ſhare of the crop is the property of the Nabob, 


and that they recommend to him to reſtore to Mr. Benfield the grain, 


that hath been ſaid to have been forcibly taken from his people; and 
to oy that Juſtice be yp to Him: by the inshitans. 


1 has been urged that the . of that crop to be the Nabob's 


is improper, becauſe Mr. Benfield's claims were not warranted by the 


Company's orders; that they were of a private nature, and that of 


- courſe the Company were not obliged to aſſiſt him in the recovery of 


them, and that ſuch interference of this Government, might alienate 


the mind of the Rajah and irritate the Marratas, &c. 


To theſe we reply, that it was neceſſary to determine, whether 
the Nabob had a right to the crop, on the ground, for this was tracing 


it to its ſource. If the Nabob had no right, it was evident that the 


claims on that crop were ill founded; if he had a right, it became 
incumbent on the board to take them into conſideration. The poſſeſ- 
ſion of the country gave to the Nabob an undoubted right to the 


revenue from the day of the capture until its, reſtitution. The crop 
. was: ſown during that time, and had it not been for the defection of 
the inhabitants, it would before the time of reſtitution have been 


divided, | 
Governments 
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Governments do frequently, in this country, mortgage the crop as 
ſoon as it is ſown, and ſuch mortgages are always deemed valid; 
beſides, we think this right comes within the Company's orders by 
the Grenville. The loan made by Mr. Benfield may be contrary to 
the orders of the Board 1769, but theſe had been deemed of ſo little 


force, that the government ſaw them daily broken We without 


remark. 


The Company's orders to the e Select Committe of the roth April, 
1771, which were not before communicated to the Board, aroſe on 
complaints from the Nabob againſt Colonel Wood, and other officers 
in his garriſons, for lending money at. an exhorbitant intereſt to his 
people without his knowledge, and for ſeizing his crops on the ground 
before his revenues were collected, as will appear from the very 


paragraph quoted by Mr. Dalrymple, the explanatory part of which 
he has thought proper not to introduce in his minute; it is the 


14th paragraph and begins thus: We wave entirely at preſent the 
© conſideration of the conſequences which might naturally be ex- 
« pected to follow, ſhould a compliance with the Nabob's requeſt, to 
« withdraw the Company's troops from his forts, take place, becauſe 
« we are not at all diſpoſed to make the experiment; but in order to 
© convince the Nabob that our troops ſhall not in the leaſt interfere 
« with his revenues, we direct, &c.” From hence it appears to us, 
that theſe orders were intended to reſtrain the officers and civil ſervants 
in the Nabov's garriſons, in lending money in the manner com- 
plained of by the Nabob, and which appears to us in no reſpect 
ſimilar to the loans made by Mr. Benfield. 


It is well known that the Company have often intereſted themſelves 
for the European creditors of the Nabob; that they directed the 
Board to endeavour to put Colonel Wood on the fame footing with 
the other creditors; and that in the inſtance of Meſſts. Charles Smith 
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and Monckton, their difepprobitien pom chiefly 28 0 the high 
rate of intereſt. | 


Mr. Benfield, jointly with a Soucar, in 1773, became ſecurity to the 


Dutch for a ſum of 484,545 Pagodas, mentioned by the Nabob in his 


treaty with them, which was laid before the Board, and the Preſident 
made the following minute on the occaſion ; that the Nabob had 
informed him, © That in the courſe of the negociation, he had re- 


. <- queſted the aſſiſtance of Mr. Benfieid, in raiſing money to com- 


« ply with the demands of the Dutch, and that the Preſident has 
« reaſon to believe, that unleſs Mr. Benfield had exerted himſelf in 
ce this buſineſs, it would not have been in the Nabob's power to have 
te accommodated matters ſo ſoon with the Dutch.” And as the 
Dutch refuſed to deliver up the country in their poſſeſſion, and as 
the forcing of them might havE been attended with national incon- 
veniences, the loans made by Mr. Benfield on that occaſion appear to 
have been of great ſervice, both to the Company and to the Nabob, 
and to have been with the approbation of the Board; and the ſilence 
of the Court of Directors thereupon iraplies their approbation. 


How could we then, after the conſideration of theſe circumſtances, 
with any propriety admit, that theſe loans were contrary to the orders of the 
Board and of the Company ? Beſides, the late Act of Parliament reſtrains 
only the rate of intereſt, and does not except to the condition of the 
borrower z we will on this ſubje& add, that we think ſuch loans are 
not a prejudice, but an advantage to the Nabob's government; it is 
ſupplying him with money at a leſs rate than the natives will do; and 
as all Governments at times require. money, the greater the number 
of lenders, the more readily will the ſums requiſite be raiſed. It has 
been faid that the claims were of a private nature, and ſo it muſt be 
confeſſed they originally were, and in their original ſtate the Govern- 


ment might intereſt itſelf in the recovery of them or * as might 
have 
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have been judged proper ; but the late change altered the caſe, by the 
manner in which the Preſident delivered the Country to the Rajah, 
without informing him of the claims upon it, which he, the Preſident, 
had been made acquainted: with, as ſet forth by Mr. Benfield, and they 
therefore become matter of a public nature. 


It is now reſolved, That the Nabob had a right to the crop; and that 


the claimant ſhall be recommended for the recovery of his property; 


we will add, we always conſidered that the matter was not, whether 


Mr. Benfield had broken the Company's orders, but whether 


Mr. Benfield, having been diſpoſſeſſed of his property by the late 
change, his claims ſhould be recommended to the Rajah? it ap- 
peared to us that he had a right to diſpoſe of it; that he had diſpoſed 
of part to Mr. Benfield; and that the Rajah on the late change got 
poſſeſſion of it; which were our reaſons for giving this opinion. 


As alarms and apprehenſions have been thrown out, that dangerous 


conſequences may enſue from this ſtep; we ſay, we mean not to do more than 


recommend to the Rajah to ſee that juſtice be done, leaving the 
manner and time to himſelf, and we have not an idea, that this 
Government ought,to go further without orders from our ſuperiors, 


It has been ſaid, that charging the Tanjore Country with a ſum, no 
leſs than 30 Lacks of Pagodas, will greatly impoveriſh it. We never 
meant that the Rajah or country ſhould be accountable for more than 
the government ſhare of the crop, whatever that might be; and from 
the Preſident's report of the Dobbeer's information it was only about 
3 Lacks of Pagodas. We believe that the Dobbeer can furniſh this 
Board with every account that reſpects the Tanjore Country, for he 
was the principal manager when it was in the Nabob's poſſeſſion, and 
he is continued as ſuch by the Rajah fince the country has been 
given up to him; and though the Nabob's People may have taken 
away the Perſian accounts, yet there are Gentoo's Cadjans conſtantly 
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Mr. Jourdan's 
minute and 
ſketch of the 
revenues, and 
comparative 
contnbution 
of the diffe - 
rent powers 
towards the 


defence of the 


derable ſums might have enſued; where they would have fallen, 


ſupport their ſervants in acts that are illegal; and we believe they would 


per that the Rajah ſhould not only pay the garriſon of Tanjore, but 


1 
kept in the ſeveral villages, which we underſtand are not removed, and 
may be referred to by the Amuldars, moſt of whom are continued in 
the ſeveral err or diſtricts, | 


We are confident um the evils which would have fallen on the 
Company would have been very great, had the Nabob's right been de- 
nied, and his aſſignments deemed inadnfilible ; ; it was by the Compa- 
ny's poſitive commands that the change of government took place, 
and by the manner in which thoſe orders have been executed, an indivi- 
dual has been diſpoſſeſſed of his property. Suits at law for very conſi- 


we are not competent in the law to determine; whether on the Com- 
pany, this Board, or individual members ; but of this we are clear, 
that a Britiſh ſubje& ought not to be diſpoſſeſſed of his property but 
by a due courſe of law. The Company have declared they will not 


be diſpleaſed by being embarraſſed with ſuits at law in the courts of 
England, eſpecially when the matter in diſpute may be ſettled here 
agreeably to the rules of juſtice, and the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the 
country. «If the Nabob's right to the revenues had been denied, thoſe 
revenues muſt have fallen to the ſhare of the Rajah ; who, by the ſame 
rule of reaſoning, would have been authoriſed to call upon the Nabob 
to refund all that he had received, which would have entailed on the 
Company inextricable difficulties, and created diſcord between the 
TRE * the Rajah. 


In order to explain on what grounds I judged it conſiſtent and pro- 


contribute alſo to the general defence of the} Carnatic, I take leave to 
lay before the Board the ſubſtance of a ſketch I gave to Lord Pigot 
ſoon aſter his arrival, of what I hoped might be effected for the ſecurity 
and advantage of the Company, the Nabob, and the Rajah. 


(CN 


Extra of the Sketch, omitting, ſundry fatements of Revenues and Exbenſen. 


As the intereſt of the Company on this coaſt is materially cose ed 9 


with that of the Nabob; as every event which concerns him muſt be 


relatively felt by the Company; ; as their welfare, will, in all probabili- | 
ty, keep pace with that of the Nabob ; and as a loſs of influence on this 
Coaft might have a bad effect on their affairs in general; it may be pro- 


per, on the preſent * occaſion, to take a view of the ſtate of their military 
expenſes and revenues, that the inconveniences we have laboured 
under may be removed, and a more ſolid and permanent ſyſtem be 


eſtabliſned. 


To effect this, an increaſe of troops is not only neceſſary, but alſo 
effectual and ſecure means of providing for their maintenance, whic 


can only be by aſſignment of the produce of countries. 


An alteration appears neceſſary, and the preſent con- 
juncture ſeems favourable for eſtabliſhing a ſyſtem which may give 


ſecurity to the Company and the Nabob, as well as to the Rajah of 


Tanjore; and yet place the Rajah in an eaſy and happy ſituation. 


The outlines of fuch a plan, would be for the Nabob to diſcharge | 


his troops, except a ſmall body of cavalry and infantry for guards for 
himſelf and family. The Company to raiſe out of the diſbanded troops 


ſuch additional force as may be judged neceſſary; and the Nabob, in 


conſideration of the Tanjore Peiſhcaſh and an aſſignment of revenues, to 
the amount of — 


Carnatic; the remainder to be t poll by the Rajah of Tanjore. 


Tet | 4 | The 


to be eaſed of all military expenſes in time of 
peace. The Company to bear ſuch part of the expenſes of the gene- 
ral eſtabliſhment, as their revenues in the Carnatic bear to thoſe of the 


N. B. The 
reſtoration of 
the Rajah of 


_ Tanjore, 
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The reduRtion of the Nabob's expenſes would ſoon extricate him 
from bis preſent difficulties, and render nn of ine mot opulent 
Princes 1 in the empire. 


The Company would be al ef hh of heavy 
expenſes of the Europeans; and by having a reſpectable force, and 
means of ſupporting it, really be the guardians and protectors of the 
Ca i, N . 


The Rajah of Tavjore would be happy in having the Government | 
reſtored to him, in being freed from the apprehenſions of the Nabob, 
Hyder, &c. and as he would have no military expenſes himſelf, he 
might with eaſe be prevailed upon to aſſign countries for the * 


hig quots. 


This plan does not accord with the ſtrict letter of ths Company's or- 
ders; yet it differs but little even from that, and ſeems to correſpond: 
with the ſpirit of them; for the protection of the Carnatic is the firſt. 
conſideration, or the ſame ſpirit that dictated the reſtoration of the 
country, would have ordered it unconditionally. The Rajah has long 
been dependent upon the Mogul's Phouſdar, and contributed in time 
of war a quota of troops. In 1769, the Company expreſſed their diſ. 
ſatisfaction of the Rajah's conduct in delaying ſo long to ſend his cas 
valry, and at their inactivity when they had joined the army, and em- 
powered the ſelect committee to call him to account, If then the Ra- 
Jah, like every other feudal Prince, is to furniſh troops in time of war, 
it is more conſiſtent with the ſecurity of the whole, that he aſſign coun- 
tries for payment of regular troops, than to depend upon his irregulars; 
eſpecially as in time of war no dependence can be placed on receiving 
the pay, even of theſe irregulars. 


It was on theſe conſiderations that I was induced to think the ſum of 
four Lacks, offered by the Rajah, * as aproportion equal to his 
revenue; 


( #59 ) 
revenue; and that ſuch a deviation from the Company's orders was con- 


ſiſtent and proper, as the payment c of troops for garriſoning of Tanjore | 
was far lefs than he ought'ts contribute to the defence of the Carnatic, 


I muſt add; that after defraying all the Tanjore expenſes, the overplus 


_ ought in my opinion, to femaid in depoſit. > An. 


Thus much Flat Writs toſhew that the Rajah ought to > have been | 
required to contribute four Lacks of Pagodas, or more, had he not 


offered it himſelf; and this will, T hope, enſure the approbation of my, 
ſuperiors ta nene 4 


The Prefident site the Board, that on Priday night he ordered a a 


Council to be ſummoned for the next morning.; but an hearing that 
Mr. Jourdan was gone into the country, he had thought proper to di- 
rect the Secretary to ſend round notice, that their meeting was poſt- 


poned till this day; when at a full Board, he my move the following. 


* 8 


* . * 
It is the opinion of this-Board; that the. letter from the Nabob to 


Sir Edward Hughes, was written purpoſely to create animoſity between 
the members of this government. 


Mr. Mackay puts his negative on the wle, 2 will End in his 
reaſons to the Secretary... _ 


Mr. Jourdan cannot rake INE himſelf. to ſay chat the letter was 


gative on the queſtion, and will ſend in his reaſons to the Secretary. 


Mr. Palmer puts his negative on. the queſtioh, and will giye. in his 


renting! 


© Mr. Stone for the queſtion ; as he cate Gbrwite conceive why the - 
Nabob ſhould have introduced, a matter which could. no ways concern 


himſelf, and which he muſt be ſenſible could not fail to create animo- 
ties between the Preſident and the members of the Board. a 
4 | The 


The Prefi- 
dentẽs queſti- 
on reſpecting 
the intention 
of the Na- 
bob's letter 

to Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes. 


Debate 


written with an intention to create animofity, he therefore puts his ne- N - 


Mr. Floyer's 
minute. 


(,26,), 


"The nature 3 the Nabob's * againſt the, Right. Honourable _ 
Prefident.not being. now under conſideration of the Board, Lean only ob- 
ſerve upon, the motion before us, that the N abob,, i in my Opinion, | hav- 
ing an undoubred right to lay any public matter, which his Highneſs | 
may deem an injury to himſelf, before any ſervant of the Crown, who | 


appears, by Sir Edward Hughes's letter to the Board, properly autho- 


rized from the King, of Great Britain to grant aſſiſtance or advice to 


the Nabob, or any other Indian Prince in alliance or engagement with 
the Britiſn Crown, or with the Company. And the Nabob being ſo 
far maſter of his own conduct, I cannot aſſent to the motion, by hazard- 
ing my conjecture upon a point, which, until this inſtant, I have never 
heard that it proceeded from any _ be the n to doe diſcord 
among the members of this Board. I | | 


Mr. Dalrymple for the queſtion, | 25 
Mr. Ruſſell for the queſſioͤn. 


Brocke is of opinion that it is impoſſible to give a poſitive | judges 


ment on the Nabob's intention, but he thinks the letter has ſome ap- 
pearance of meaning to create . un a” | 


Mr. Dawſon. From the particular — —— of the abuſe which 
his Lordſhip i is ſaid to have made uſe of againſt certain members of the 
Board, it does not appear ſo intended, and Mr. Dawſon muſt confeſs he 


was much hurt; but upon reflection he determined within himſelf that 


no private reſentment ſhould provoke him to deviate from his duty at 
this Board; he is therefore for the queſtion. 


Sir Robert Fletcher. It is impoſſible for me to to ſay that I think 
the letter was written th pa to create ny amongft the mem- 
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Mr. Stratton. I really do not believe that the letter. was wrote pur- 
poſely to create animoſity amongſt the members of this government. 


$4 The | 


(_ a6z ) 

The Preſident is of opinion that the letter was role purpoſely to ere- 
ate animofity amongſt the members of this government. He would not 
willingly think fo unfavourably of his friend the Nabob, for he will 
yet call him ſo, as to believe him capable of repreſenting fears when he 
had none; but when the Preſident ſees the Nabob's name ſigned to an 
FEngliſh letter which he underſtands not a word of, when he knows the 
miſcreants he has in his Councils, he ſhould not have been ſurprized to 
have found that letter accuſe him of any faults. * 


The Preſident cannot help obſerving alſo, that the Nabob's letter to 
Sir Edward Hughes was not ſent until a week after the viſit he had the 
honour to make his Highneſs, and in the intervening time that he had 
received a viſit from the two eldeſt ſons, with a meſſage of compliment 


from their father. 
Carried for the queſtion by the Preſident's caſting vote. 


After ſuch a letter as that written by the Nabob to Sir Edward 
Hughes, and after the ſentiments of the Preſident expreſſed in reply to 
Sir Edward Hughes, as well as what paſſed in debate upon the ſabject, 
the Prefident does hope the impropriety, nay indecency of viſiting the 
Nabob under ſuch circumſtances, muſt ſtrike every member of the 
Council, | 


The Prefident recommends, that agreeable to the Company's ſtanding 
orders, no member of the Council do henceforth viſit or correſpond by 
writing or by meſſage with the Nabob or either of his ſons. 


The Preſident is more particularly induced to recommend this, as he 
is informed that the Nabob has been made acquainted with the late pro- 
ceedings of this Board, and he thinks it very improper any member of 

# I Uuu the 


dent'sminute, 
explaining 


- the reaſons on 


which his mo- 
tion is found- 
ed. 


Carried for 
the queſtion. 


The Preſi- 
dent's motion 
againſt mem - 
bers of Coun- 
cil viſiting the 
Nabob. 


Mr. Mackay's 
minute a- 

gainſt the mo- 
uon. 


Mr. Jourdan's 
opinion. 
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the Council ſhould be liable to the lighteſt ſuſpicion of di gde to 
the Nabob the proceedings of this government. 


I put my negative on the Preſident's queſtion, becauſe I think the 
Court of Directors do not mean that the Nabob ſhould be prevented 
from ſeeing any perſon whatever, much leſs members of this govern- 
ment. I conceive thoſe: orders muſt only mean, that all correſpon- 
dence with the Nabob and other Country Powers on their affairs ſhould 
be carried on by the Preſident, and nothing more. I apprehend that 
making an order now, that members of the Council ſhould not vifit the 
Nabob, would be extremely improper, and more eſpecially as accuſa- 
ſations from the Nabob againſt the Preſident are now before the Board. 


As I have not viſited the Nabob but once ſince my return to Ma- 
dras, and I have no intentions of viſiting him; but as the motion im- 
plies a ſuſpicion of members of this Government, I object to it. I have 
alſo objection to it becauſe the Nabob has expreſſed alarms, and theſe 


will naturally be increaſed by ſuch an order, 


Mr. Palmer's - 


opinion, 


Mr. Stone's 
opinion. 


I am againſt the motion, as I look upon ſuch reſolution as in the higheſt 
degree reflecting upon the members of the Board; who if they cannot 
be truſted in vifiting the Nabob, are not worthy of a ſeat at it. I do 
aſſure the Board, notwithſtanding, that I will be the firſt to vote for pu- 
niſhing any member of the Board who ſhall hold any illicit correſpon- 
dence with the Nabob. 


I do not look upon the Preſident's motion as intended to convey any 
imputation on the members of the Board, but merely to ſhew the im- 
propriety of viſiting the Nabob during the unhappy differences ſubſiſt- 
ing between the Prefident and the Nabob; I am therefore for the 
motion. | 


I think 


T think the motion made by the Preſident is a ſtrong implication of 
his ſuſpicion of the members of this Board, particularly as it is ſo ſoon 


made after the perſonal miſunderſtanding which appears to have ariſen 
between the Nabob and the Preſident, and therefore am of opinion, that 


this is a very improper time for the Board to ſhut up the late acceſs to 


the Nabob, and am therefore againſt the motion. But to convince the 
Prefident that I am on this, as well as on all other occafions, willing to 
prevent, as far as may lay in my power, our giving him any cauſe of 
ſuſpicion and uneaſineſs on the preſent occafion, viz. the late difference 
between the Nabob and him, I affure. his Lordſhip, that under this 
predicament I will not viſit the Nabob, nor do I mean on any future. 


occaſion to viſit him without the Preſident's permiſſion. That this was 


my rule of conduct concerning the Nabob, I appeal to the Preſident 
whether I did not, on my arrival from England, inform his Lordſhip that 


I had received a meſſage from his Highneſs requeſting to ſee me; but 


hearing that there were different opinions between the Nabob and the 
Council, I did not think it proper to ſend an anſwer to the meſſage un- 
til I had mentioned it to his Lordſhip, who thereupon aſſured me he 
wiſhed I ſhould go to him, and defired I would return an anſwer accord- 
ingly. I did fo, and went; and it is the only time I have viſited him, 
or have had . correſpondence with his Highneſs fince my arrival from. 
England, except the Nabob's having returned my viſit a few days after- 
wards, when I lived with Mr. Carvalhs at St. Thome. 


I give my vote for the queſtion, becauſe I think the Company's or- 
ders require -that no perſon, the Prefident excepted, be permitted to 
have any intercourſe with the Country Powers ; and this ſeems to be not 
only the general ſentiments of this Prefidency, as appears in various 
parts of Fort St. George Conſultations (vide 6th November 1769, and 
zd April, 1775), but alſo of the ſervice in general, (vide General Let 
ter from Bengal of 7th December, 1775.) 


I think. 


Mr. Floyer's 
opinion. 


Mr. Dalrym 
ple's opinions. 
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Carried for 


the queſtion. 


The Prefi- 
dent's minute 
of the cauſes 
of the miſun- 
derſtandings 
-with the Na- 
bob, and his 
motion that 
he be adviſed 


to remove to 


Arcot. 
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I think it incumbent on me to declare, that [ have had no intercourſe 
of buſineſs with the Nabob or his ſons. 


Mr. Ruſſell is for the queſtion, for the reaſons . by Mr. 
Dalrymple. 


Mr. Brooke is for the queſtion. 
| Mr. Dawſon is for the queſtion, 5 


Sir Robert Fletcher is againſt the queſtion for the reaſons aſſigned by 
Mr. Floyer. 


Mr, Stratton is againſt the 0. for the reaſons aſſigned by Mr. 
F 


The Prefident is for the queſtion. 
Carried for the queſtion by the Preſident's caſting vote. 


The Prefident repreſents to the Board the many difficulties that at 
tend the conſtant reſidence of the Nabob within the Company's bounds, 
from the frequent acts committed, which are incompatible with our 
laws. | 


Inſtances of murder, impriſonments, thefts, tortures, and ſuch 
like offences, committed by the Nabob's people, wherein the interfe- 
rence of this Government is indiſpenſably neceſſary, have already hap- 
pened in the ſhort time the Prefident has been here : he ſhould ill 
deſerve the truſt repoſed in him if he let informations of ſuch a nature 
paſs unnoticed, and if he is not paſſive the Nabob will ever think 
his dignity hurt. | 


Another 


( 265 ) 


Another inconvenience ariſes from the ſuits in the Mayor's Court 
againſt the Nabob's family and attendants, which occaſion applica- 
tions that muſt lay the Prefident under the greateſt embarraſſment. 


The Nabob has not mentioned it in his letter to Sir Edward 
Hughes, but the Prefident knows well, he was moſt chagrined at the 
Prefident's having releaſed ſome children ſtolen by a Moorman, 
formerly, if not at preſent in the Nabob's ſervice, and who was ftopt 
in the Company's bounds, but conveyed away by the Nabob's officers 
into his Highneſs's country, and thereby has eluded the juſtice of 
the Engliſh laws : of theſe children nineteen were taken from the 
Tanjore country, one from St. Thome, and two from Cuddalore. 


The Prefident being defirous to to avoid every occafion of giv- 
ing diſguſt to the Nabob, and as circumſtances muſt occur daily 


to increaſe his diſcontent whilſt he remains here, the Prefident pro- 


poſes, as the moſt effectual method to prevent theſe miſunderſtandings, 
that it be recommended to the Nabob to reſide at Arcot. 


Mr. Mackay againſt the queſtion, 
Mr. Jourdan againſt the queſtion. 


Mr. Palmer is againſt the queſtion, as the Nabob's reſidence _ 


is attended with great advantages to the Company ; and that ſuch a 
ſtep would greatly tend to increaſe and heighten the jealouſies that 
already ſubſiſt between the Nabob and this Government. 


Mr. Stone for the queſtion. 


Mr. Floyer againſt the queſtion, for the reaſons now aſſigned. 


I am of opinion, that many inconveniences might ariſe to 
the Company's affairs it this third motion of the Preſident, re- 
Xxx ſpecting 


Debate. 


Mr. Dalrym- 
ple's minute. 


and family to Arcot, and that the Nabob ſhould not acquieſce therein: 


move from his preſent place of refidence, where he has been for many 


one anbther; and that we are inclined to offer indignity to his perſon, 


upon any matter which may concern himſelf or his Government? Will it 


tention is more particularly called, by adverting to the two motions 


C 


ſpecting the Nabob's removal, takes place, and cannot perecive 
one good end it can poſſibly anſwer. I will ſuppoſe, for a moment, 
that the Board does recommend to the Nabob to remove himſelf 


Can it be the intention of this Board to force him to a complianee ? Or 
will the Board be ſatisfied with his refuſal ? I will venture to offer it 
as my opinion, that the Board cannot in this inſtance be juftified - in 
ufing compulſatory meaſures ; and that it is not his deſire to re- 


years, I think is evident from his making no preparations, that J can 
hear of, for the removal of himſelf or any part of his family. 


Muſt it not appear, not only to the Nabob but to the whole world , that 
in conſequence of the late unhappy miſunderſtandings between him 
and our Right Honourable Preſident, we are become diſtruſtful even of 


whenever he may think proper to differ from the Board in opinion 


not tend to diſguſt him againſt the Company's Government, and help 
to alienate that ſtrong ſriendſhip and alliance which has ſo long happily 
ſubſiſted between the Company and his Highneſs? And here my at- 


which have this day been carried by a majority of the Board, viz. 
That his letter to Sir Edward Hughes was purpoſely written to create 
animoſities among the members of the Board, and the prohibition laid 
upon its members from viſiting or holding any intercourſe with the 
Nabob. For theſe, and many other reaſons, with which I will not take 
up the Board's time at preſent, I am againſt the motion. 


I am for the queſtion, becauſe I think it will tend to put an end 
to all animoſities between the Company's Government and the Na- 
bob; will not only obviate all the difficulties complained of, but be 

1 extremely 
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extremely beneficial to his country; which, from what I have ſeen of 


it, is in a very miſerable ſtate. At the ſame time, I can by no means 


confider this recommendation as compulſatory on the Nabob ; bur 
only, that if he does think proper to remain, he muſt not complain of 
the regular courſe of juſtice taking effect: nor do I think this by 
any means can be underſtood to refuſe the Company's * to 
the Nabob in caſe of war or danger. | 


Mr. Ruſſell is for the 3 becauſe he thinks Durbar polities 


to have been almoſt the only ſource of the diſſentions that of ; 


late years have prevailed at this Board, and will ever be fo while 
the Nabob refides among us. 

Mr. Brooke againſt the queſtion. | 

Mr. Dawſon for the queſtion. | 

Sir Robert Fletcher. When I conſider the friendſhip ſubfiſting 
between our Sovereign Lord the King and the Nabob, and his 
Highneſs's cloſe connection with the Company and the Engliſh Nation 
in general, I ſhould think myſelf extremely criminal if I were to 
give my aſſent to the motion: I am therefore entirely againſt it, 


and if it ſhall be carried in the afirmative, I will * in. further 
reaſons in a written diſſent. 


Mr. Stratton againſt the queſtiom 
The Prefident for the queſtion. 
Carried againſt the queſtion, ſeven to five. 


Yyy At 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher's 
minute. 


-the queſton. 


Friday, 
21ſt june. 


Draft of a 

* 
ropo{ 

He Prefident 

to be ſent to 

the Court of 

Directors. 


road delivering their Cargoes. 
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AT A CONSULTATION, 21 June, 1776. 
Pp R E S E N , 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher, 
| | Henry Brooke, 
Claud Ruffell . Alexander Dalrymple 


Charles Floyer John Maxwell Stone 
Archdale Palmer Francis Jourdan 
George Mackay, 


Mr. Dawſon, abſent. 
| Minutes of laſt Conſultation read and approved. 


THE Right Honourable the Prefident boys before the Board a draft 
of a general letter, which he has prepared to go to the Court of 
Directors by a French ſhip, which will fail in a few days from Pondi- 


cherry. 


To the Honourable the Court of DireRors for Afﬀairs of the Honourable the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft-Indies. 


Honourable, 


1. WE have received your commands of the 25th November, and 
13th and 22d of December laſt. The Royal Henry, Captain Rous, 
arrived the 1ſt of May, and failed the 13th of June for China. The 
Greenwich arrived the 2d of June, and failed the 15th of June for 


Bengal. The Fox, Granby, and Camden, arrived the 11th of June, 


and the Sandwich the 19th, the. four laſt mentioned are now 1n our 


2. By 


6 


2. By private advices from Bombay, we learn that the Grenville 
may be expected here in the beginning of July, to deliver ſome pepper 
(which we ſhall ſend to China) and to take in ſome bales for England, 
having now two cargoes remaining in our warchouſes, 


3. Should your Honours have received a ſhort letter we wrote you 
the 14th May, you will be ſurprized to find, that the whole of your 
Prefident's conduct during the time he was at Tanjore, has been fince 
diſapproved of by a majority of Council. By the Grenville we fhall 
tranſmit to your Honours our proceedings compleat, in the mean 
while, we think it neceſſary to ſay ſomething | on the . of our 
diviſions. | 


4. Weenclofe a letter from Mr. Paul Benfield, dated 2gth May, 
upon which it was that day reſolved, That the Rajah of Tanjore 
being put in full poſſeſſion of his country by the Company” s expreſs 
orders; it is the opinion of this Board, that it is not in their power to 
comply with Mr. Benfield's requeſt in any reſpect; thoſe claims on 
individuals which bear the appearance of having no connection with 
Government, not being ſufficiently explained to enable the Board to 
form an opinion thereon, and the aſſignments of the Nabob not being 
admiſſible. 


5. A Member of Council, then in the majority, deſired this matter | 
might be reconfidered at the ſucceeding Council, and when it was re- 

confidered a majority voted that the reſolution of the 29th May ſhould 
not be confirmed ; | 


Which was followed by Mr. Mackay's introducing on the 14th June, 
theſe motions : 1ſt“ Thar it is the opinion of the Board, that the 
% Nabob had a right to the government ſhare of the crop in the 
&« Tanjore country, the produce of grain ſown during the time it was 
in his poſſeſſion, and that any mortgages he may have giuen on the 


© ſame are good.“ | 
| 2d. © That 
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2d. © That a letter be written to the Rajah of Tanjore, to inform 
« him of the above reſolution of the Board, and to recommend to him 
% to, give to Mr. Benficld all reaſonable aſſiſtance, in recovering ſuch 
ce debts as appear to be Juſtly due to him from the inhabitants, as well 
« as to reſtore to him the grain of laſt year, which was in poſſeſſion of 
cc his people and ſaid to be forcibly taken from them.” | 


. _ os That It be 1 recommended to the Rajah, to account 
« with Mr. Benficld for the government ſhare of the grain, in the 


« diſtricts aſſigned to him by the Nabob, and w—_ to be forcibly taken 
4 from his people. 


Theſe Motions being ſeverally put to the vote, paſſed in the affir- 
mative, viz. 


Fur the Queſtion. Hgainft. 

Mr. Mackay © Mr. Stone 

Mr. Jourdan Mr. Dalrymple 
Mr. Palmer | Mr. Ruflell 
Mr. Floyer Mr. Dawſon 
Mr. Brooke The Prefident 
Sir Robert Fletcher obs 
Mr. Stratton % 


6. We encloſe your Honours a paper delivered into conſultation 
the 10th June by Mr. Dalrymple, containing a ſummary account of 
what had paſſed upon the ſubject, together with another paper deli- 
vered in the 17th by Meſſieurs Statton, Sir Rober Fletcher, Meſſrs. 
Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay. 


7. We alſo tranſmit to your Honours a letter we have received from 
the Goyernor-General and Council of Bengal with our reply thereto.. 


8. The Nabob, on the 3d 3 addreſſed a letter to Sir Edward 
Hughes, copy whereof, together with Sir Edward Hughes's letter to 
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us, and our anſwer, comes encloſed, The Nabob's letter, which is 
written in Engliſh, and to which he has put his fignature, was voted 1 
conſultation the 17th inſtant, to have been written purpoſely to create | 
| animoſity between the Members of this Government. The Fernen | 
then gave in the emen minute. 14 


« After ſuch a letter as that written by the Nabob to Sir Edward 
« Hughes, and after the ſentiments of the Prefident, expreſſed in the 
« reply to Sir Edward Hughes, as well as what paſſed in debate on 
« the fubject, the Preſident does hope, the impropriety, nay the inde- 
« cency of viſiting the Nabob under ſuch cireumſtances, mult ſtrike 
every Member of the Council.” | +4 | 


« The Preſident recommends, that agreeable to the Company's 
cc ſtanding orders, no Member of the Council do henceforth viſit, or 
cc correſpond by writing, or by meſſage, with the ones, or u of 
&« his Sons.” | 


« The Preſident is more particularly induced to recommend this, as 
« he is informed, that the Nabob has been made acquainted with the 
« late proceedings of this Board; and he thinks it very improper, any , 
Member of the Council ſhould be liable to the ſlighteſt ſuſpicions, of 
« divulging to the Nabob the proceedings of Government,” 


9. Your Preſident is of opinion, that unleſs means are taken to pre- 
vent Europeans from having connection and. correſpondence with the 
country government, in money matters as well as others, your affairs 
will ever be ſubject to embarraſſment, 


10. Your ſtanding orders poſitively prohibit all money tranſactions 
with the country governments; but fome Members of the Council 
think theſe orders no longer in force, being ſuperſeded by the Act of 
Parliament, which your Prefident cannot admit. 18 
2 Z 11. The 


| 
| 
| 
| 
ſ 
| 
| 


Remarks of 
Sir Robert 
Flercher 


thereon. 


The Preſi- 
dent moves 
that it ſhall 
be ſent. 


Mr. Mackay's 
opinion. 


Mr. Jour- 


dan's opinion. 


Mr. Palmer's 


opinion. 


Mr. Stone's 
opinion. 


(; .) 


81 The conſtant uſage of the ſervice. was, that all intercourſe, and 
correſpondence with the country powers, was carried on by the Prefi. 
dent alone; this ſeems to be confirmed particularly, by your eommands 
of the 22d March, 1771, paragraph 2, and of 25th March, 1772, 
paragraph 64 but at preſent, almoſt every man claims. a right of ſuch 
INS with. the — r as he thinks 


Sir Robert Fletcher 1 that the e of the laſt Council 


are mentioned in the above letter, but as thoſe proceedings have not 


yet been approved at the Board, and as he has ſomething further to 


offer on the ſubject of them, he i is of opinion they cannot with pro- 


priety be introduced in the preſent letter, and that no! part of them. 
ſhould go, unleſs the whole could be ſent compleat. | 


The Right Honourable the Preſident then moves, that the letter 
which he has prepared, be ſent to the Court of Directors. 


Mr. Mackay thinks the letter ought not to go to che Court of Di. 
rectors, without the proceedings go with it, as otherwiſe it will be a 
partial repreſentation. It will, in his opinion, be fully ſufficient and 


more candid, if the Board only tell the Honourable Court by this con- 


veyance, that as they have reaſon to believe repreſentations will go 
from the Nabob, and from others, of the preſent diſputes, they hope 
the Court of Directors will ſuſpend their judgment till they ſee the 
whole proceedings, which will be ſent them by the Grenville. He 


can have no objection to the firſt part of the letter being ſents. viz. as. 
far as the words, remaining in our warehouſes,” | 


Mr. Jourdan of the ſame opinion with Mr. Mackay. 
Mr. Palmer of the ſame opinion with Mr. Mackay. 
Mr. Stone thinks the letter ſhould go. 
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Mr. Floyer thinks tlie lejtor ſhould not go, and will deliver a minute 
on the * 


Mr. Dalrymple is 5 ee letter ſhould go; at the ſame time if | 


there are any other papers, which- may be thought neceſſary by any 
Member of the Board to give a-fair ſtate, he ſhould be for thoſe papers- 
being alſo fent. 


Mr. Ruſſell is of opinion the letter ſhould go, though he ſhould'be 
glad if the whole proceedings eould be prepared in time to accompany it, 


Mr. Brooke thinks, that if it is neceſſary to touch upon thoſe ſub- 
jects which have produced the unhappy differences at the Board, the 
whole of the proceedings ſhould go. 


Sir Robert Fletcher has no objection to the letter as far as the word 


complete, in the 3d paragraph, but he objects to the reſt going at this 


time, becauſe he thinks it only a part of a great deal of matter, by which. 


it is impoſſible for the Company to form zn impartial judgment. 


Mr. Stratton of the ſame opinion. 


The Preſident is of opinion that the letters ſhould go, and as he can-- 
not have the concurrence of the — of the Council, he propoſes to 


ſend it from himſelf. 


. Reſolved, by a majority of ſeven to four, . that the letter. prepared 
by the Preſident be not ſent from the Board. 


Mr. Floyer's- 
opinion. 


Mr. Dal . 
ple's opinion. 


Mr. Ruffell's- 


opinion, 


Mr. Brocke 4. 


opinion. 


Sir Robert 
Fletcher's= 
opinion. 


Mr. Strat-- 


ton's opinions. 


The: Prefi-- 


dent s opi- 


nion. He pro 


es to ſend 
it from him 


Monday, 


Ath June. 


The Pre- 
ſidentꝭs 
addition to 
the draft of 
the general 
letter. 


to your Honours from your adminiſtration here, but the majority of the 
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AT A CONSULTATION, 24, June 24, 1776. 
nne i. 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher 
— | Henry Brooke 1 
Claud Ruſſel! Alexander Dalrymple 

Charles Floyer John Maxwell Stone 

Archdale Palmer Francis Jourdan | 

George Mackay. 
Mr. Dawſon indiſpoſed. 


The minutes of laſt conſultation read and approved. 


The Preſident acquaints the Board, that on the 22d inſtant, the 
draught of the letter which he had laid before the Board at the laſt 
conſultation was diſpatched to the Court of Directors, together with the 
following addition in his own name, as per following liſt. 


12. The foregoing is the draft of a letter which I prepoſed to be written 


Council not conſenting thereto, I think it incumbent on me to tranſmit it 
to you, and ſhall add, that was I ſenſible any part of my conduct ſince 
my arrival here had been improper, I would acknowledge, and endea- 
vour to rectify it, But 1 am perſuaded 1 have done my duty, and my 


duty on!y.. 


13. The execution of your orders concerning Tanjore has given 
inknite ſatisfaction to the natives in general: the Nabob was certainly 
not pleaſed, but I am convinced he would have acquiciced, had he not 
been miſled by evil counſellors. = 

_ 14th, 


„ 

14. The letter to Sir Edward Hughes, in which ſuch apprehen- 
ſions are expreſſed of danger to the Nabob's perſon, was not ſent till a 
week after the viſit, which it is pretended gave riſe to thoſe apprehen- 
ſions, and in the interval I received a viſit from the Nabob's ſons, with a 
meſſage of compliment from their father. The Nabob is perfectly ſen- 
ſible that his whole dependence is on your protection; and I am under 
no doubt that I can be on good terms with him whenever I pleaſe : but 
I think it more for your dignity and intereſt, that the Nabob ſhould firſt 
become ſenfible of the impropriety of his conduct, in placing his truſt 
in men who have as little regard for his intereſt as they have for yours. 


15. I will go on as I have begun, ſtrongly tecommending every 
meaſure that appears to me proper, and reſolutely maintaining that 


nothing ſhall be done, which in my opinion may involve your af- 


fairs in difficulty, 
I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Honourable, | 
Your moſt faithful, 
Fort St. George, and obedient, humble ſervant, 


22d June, 1776. PIGOT. 


LIST of che PACKET. 


No. 1. Draught of a letter propoſed by the Preſident to be written 
by the adminiſtration here, followed by a letter from the Preſident 
to the Honourable the Court of Directors. 


2. Copy of a letter from Mr. Paul Benfield, dated 29th May, 1776. 


3. Copy of a memorandum delivered by the Dobbeer to Lord 
Pigot at Tanjore. i 


4. Copy of Mr. Dalrymple's minute given in the 1oth June. 
| $ | 5. Copy 


Liſt of papers 
tranſmitied 
therewith. 


Mr. Brooke's 
additions to 
his opinion 
delivered re- 
ſpecting the 
Nabob's let - 
ter to Sir 
Edward 
Hughes. 


| LJ Fune. 


| dated 26th May, 1776. 


( 996 ) 


5. | Copy of a minute by Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Meſſts. 
Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan and e delivered 1 in 17th 
June. 


6. Copy of a letter from the Governor. General and Council of 
Bengal, dated 15th May, 1776. 


7. Copy of a letter to Bengal, in reply to the foregoing, dated 


8. Copy of a letter Bom Sir Edward Fi dated 3d June, 1776. 


9. Copy of a letter from the Nabob to Sir Edward ales, dated 
3d June. 


10. Copy of a tranſlation of a letter from the Nabob to Lord Pig, 


EY Copy of a letter from the Preſident and Council to Sir Edward 
Hughes, dated 3d June, 1776. 


12. Copy of Sir Edward Hvghes's reply, dated 3d June.. 


13. The Preſident's explanation, in conſultation. 6th June, of a 
complaint made in the Nabob's letter to Sir Edward Hughes. | 


14. Opinion of Mr. Mackay in conſultation, x7th June, 1776, 
concerning the meaning of the Company's orders prohibiting corre- 
ſpondence with the Countly Government, and of Mr. Dalrymple in 
reply thereto. 


Mr. Brooke deſires that the following may be inferted in this day's 
proceedings, as an addition to his opinion on the Preſident's firſt | 
queſtion the 17th inſtant, beginning from © To create animoſity,” in 
that part wherein it is ſaid our Preſident “ Has thrown out reflections 
on ſome of the members of this Council.“ 


Sir 


. 
Bir Robert Fletcher delivers in the following remarks 0 on a Mr Dal- | 
Pan caſt minute, entered the roth wan 1 7 lng | 


In the third . of Mr. Datrywple: s 'minute of the: roth in- ag er egg 
ſtant, he-mentions the C. deluſiue promiſes and profeſſions from Chepauk ;” Pletcher on 
and ſays, © he is convinced the view (at the Durbar) was to protract, ne ite on 
&c.” And in the fourth paragraph, he ſays, „Another member of of the 1oth.. 
« the Board, who now expreſſes his aſtoniſhment that any man in his 
« ſenſes could ever have expected the Nabob's conſent, at that time ob- =. 
« jected to precipitancy, obſerving that a month more would be well 
ce beſtowed, if by hat delay the Nabob's conſent could have been ob- 

« tained.” Mr. Dalrymple ſhould have explained the delufive promiſes A. 
to which he would ſeem to allude, and if he means to be underſtood, 1 
he ſhonld explain to the reader whether the delay to ob/ain the Nabob's 
conſent goes to the delivery of the fort or of the country of Tanjore ; ; 
for as nothing of this kind appears on our records, it is impoſſible fof 
Mr. Dalrymple to be underſtood by any man who ſhall read his 
minute. The only guide for the reader's judgment is: the records. 
There, I believe, it will be found, that the Nabob did very early, in a 
public Jetter to the Board, ſhew his inclination to admit a Company” 8 
garriſon into the fort of Tanjore; but ſaid he never could conſent to 
deliver up the Pony to the Ts. * | 


It has been nid the Nabob 12 Pa . acelaranihy ar * time 
in his letter to the King's Miniſter and Chairman of the India Compa- B. 
ny; I am ſure thoſe declarations correſpond entirely with what the Na- 
bob faid to me when I adviſed him to follow the line of the Company's 
orders. I am ready to Bring evidence to the Board, that he invariably _ 
held the ſame language with others; and fince his conduct ultimately 
appears to me to be conſiſtent with thoſe affertions, I do not know what 
Mr. Dalrymple i means 1 delu ſive promiſes. 


F believe: 


ee 


I believe I am the member of the Board alluded. to in the fourth pa- 
ragraph; for I remember having lately expreſſed the gſtoniſbment Mr. 
Dalrymple therein ſets forth; and I did fo for the above reaſons. It 
is not candid to ſay that I objected to precipiuanqy; for I could not ob- 


Fe to that which I imagined could not exiſt. I had no hopes of the 
Nabob's ever conſenting to give up the country to the Rajah, and there- 


fore precipitancy could never enter into my mind. But when the Preſi- 
dent, who was empowered by the Board to carry on the buſineſs with the 
Nabob, told us that he ſtill had hopes of obtaining the Nabob's conſent, 
I did for that reaſon ſay, that a month more , would be well n if by 
that delay the Nabod's conſent could be Sas. 


"Delays, reſpecting the admiſſion of the troops to 3 Tarjore, 1 
ever declared myſelf againſt; but that difficulty once removed, it was 
of no conſequence, in my opinion, whether the country was delivered 
over to the Rajah a month ſooner or a month later, further than related 


to the ſituation of the Rajah himſelf, and to the execution of the Compa- 


ny's orders by the Gentlemen appcinted a Committee of Circuit, ſince 
they were not to leave the Preſidency until the execution of the orders 


reſpecting Tanjore. 


In the 13th paragraph of Mr. Dalrymple's minute, he ſeems to lay 
great ſtreſs on the unanimous conſent of the Board, that it was proper 
and neceſſary for the Preſident to go U to Tanjore.” * | 


With rel; dect to 7 ſelf, I thought that meaſure neither proper or ne- 
ceſſar , as will appear from the following minute which I had prepared 
in the beginning of March, and ſhewn to the Preſident and other mem 
bers long before the 25th, the day on which the reſolution was taken, viz. 


Since the Nabob does not chuſe to put his troops under our manage- 
ment in the manner, and upon the terms we have given the Company 
reaſon to hope he would do, and as the preſent fituation of the Rajah 

3 | | of 
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of Tanjore appears to be inconſiſtent with our orders from England by 5 


the Grenville, I am of opinion, that the officer commanding in Tanjore 
ſhould be immediately directed + to make the Rajah acquainted with the 


Company's orders; and to explain to the Rajah, that the force we re- 


quire him to aſſign a part of the Tanjore revenues to pay, is twenty ſqua- 
drons of cavalry, conſiſting of 200 native troops each; three battalions 
of native infantry, of 700 each; and three Companies of European ar- 
tillery, of 100 each. This is the force I would preſcribe to the Rajah, 


I think it is a force not inconſiſtent with the orders of the Company, 


and I think we cannot with leſs undertake the defence of the Rajah, 
his family, and his country. 


When the Rajah ſhall have agreed to the conditions of his reſtora- 
tion, and ſettled the neceſſary aſſignments for the maintenance of the 
troops conformably to ſuch inctructions as the Board may ſend, I think 
Lieutenant-Colonel Harper ſhould then have orders, at the head of the 
Engliſh troops, to declare the Rajah to be reſtored to his country, ob- 
| ſerving every ceremony ſuitable to the occaſion, and paying him every 
military honour, except ſuch as we obſerve to our Royal Maſter and 
the Princes of the blood, | 


Had the Nabob complied with our defire of putting his troops un- 
der our management in the manner ſet forth in our general letter by the 
Ankerwyke, a deputation from the Board might have been neceſſary; 
but ſince the Nabob declines to follow the advice given him, and ſince 
the time prefles for the execution of the Company's orders in the nor- 
tern Circars, by which we ſhall loſe four of our preſent members, I 
think it altogether unneceſſary to ſend any deputation to Tanjore. 


My opinion is clearly ſhewn in the above minute ; but when the re- 
port had ſpread all over the country that the Prefident would certainly 
go to Tanjore, that he had actually poſed Palankeen Boys on the road, 


+ The word directe is not in the original. 


IA 


4 B | and 


G. 
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and made the neceſſary preparations for his journey, I'did not chuſe to 
thwart his Lordſhip in a meaſure which he ſeemed reſolved upon; and 
for this reaſon only, I confeſs, I agreed to his motion for his going ; but 


if his Lordſhip had thought proper to make the Board acquainted with 


the ſtring of motions he had in his hand, inſtead of collecting the 
votes upon the firſt before we were informed of the ſecond, and upon 


the fecond before we knew of the third, and fo on; I fay, if his 


Lordſhip had been obliging enough to lay the whole before us at once, 
my vote upon his firſt queftion (and I believe others as well as mine) 
would have been a direct negative; and this I think is evident from the 
difſents entered againſt the proceedings of that day, | 


In the 15th and 17th paragraphs Mr. Dalrymple ſays, The reſolution 
of the Board the 2gth May unanimouſly confirms the propriety of the or- 


der given to Captain Mackenzie, under which it is aſſerted by Mr. 


Benfield that his property was ſeized, I declare now, as I did in 
the debate on the 2gth May, that I imagined Captain Mackenzie's 
battalion marched to the ſouthward merely as an eſcort to Lord Pigot, 
and it was not until late in May that I obferved the refolution as it ſtands 
reſpecting that battalion on the proceedings of the 25th March; but 
taking the reſolution as it ſtands, and the vote upon it on the 2gth May, 
as it is ſaid to relate to the order given by Lord Pigot at Tanjore to the 
officers of that battalion, furely no inference can follow that it was the 
idea of any member of the Board, on the 2 5th of March, that that batta- 


lion ſhould enable the Rajah to collect any revenues which were the private 


property of another, and which ought not, I think, to have been tranſ- 
ferred with the dominion of the country ; and if there really. was no 


grain to ſeize, under the authority of this military order, which could 


legally be ſaid to belong to the Rajah, to what purpoſe could the mi- 


litary order tend, or how was the officer to act under it? 


I do not recolle& any thing elſe in Mr. Dalrymple's minute (for 1 
write from memorandums) which requires a ſerious anſwer from me. 
I remember 


* 
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I remember indeed his argument and his inference reſpecting the infor- 
mation which I gave the Board upon the ſubject of Governor Verelſt 
and the Armenians; but here I ſhall only ſay, that the argument, the 
inference, and the principle from which they flow appear to me to be 
* e of notice. 


As this minute 18 to go to Bengal, and as 1 hy nnd! in it the 
n of the Board to prevail upon the Nabob to give up his army 
to be paid and commanded by us, and to aſſign a part of his revenues 


for that purpoſe, as is particularly ſet forth in the paragraph which the 


Preſident laid before us, by the general letter by the Ankerwyke; I 
think it a duty incumbent on me now to declare, that if any part of 
the influence or authority of this government has been uſed to induce 
the Nabob to yield to that plan, contrary to his own free conſent, I 
think altogether. unjuſtifiable, and contrary to the Company's poſitive 
commands ; and that I may be clearly underſtood upon this ſubje&, I 
ſhall beg leave to quote the following extracts from the records which 
appear to me to be directly in point. 


Extract of a ſeparate General Letter from this Preſidency to the Court of 


Directors, dated 8th March, 1769. 


1. © IT cannot be neceſſary to uſe many arguments to prove, 
that the power which is to direct the meaſures ſhould know the 
means; but whilſt thoſe means lie ſo much in the Nabob as they muſt, 
we are in a thouſand inſtances liable to diſappointments and impedi- 
ments. *Tis with reluctance we fay even thus much, becauſe we 
cannot propoſe a remedy, for there is no medium. The Nabob muſk 
be Nabob or nothing: that is to ſay, he muſt have the ſole manage- 
ment of the countries, and the revenues and reſources, or they muſt 

be wholly in the Company. In the firft caſe, we foreſee dangers 
threatening on all Jes in which the Company muſt neceſſarily be 

involved; 


. 
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det in the latter, the Nabob would be certainly drove to the 
laſt deſpair: for it is not to be conceived how greatly his jealouſy 
and apprehenſions have increaſed ſince the Company have aſſumed 
the power in Bengal; and yet ſuch a ſyſtem, until the affairs of the 
Carnatic could be put upon a more reſpectable footing, by the 
reduction of the debts and incumbrances, would, we are confident, 
produce far greater advantage and happineſs in the end to the Nabob 

and his family, than the courſe he has hitherto taken and no doubt will 
purſue. If what we have taken the liberty to offer on this ſubject is 
conceived in general terms, without deſcending to particular diſtances, 
it is becauſe we are fearful of enforcing what would not only give us 
great pain to execute, but perhaps draw on us imputations we do not 
deſerve and wiſh to avoid. We ſhall therefore on this ſubject only 
add, that in our conduct towards the Nabob, we ſhall carefully avoid 
giving him any cauſe of diſguſt, but ſhall nevertheleſs urge him 
in the wanneſt' manner to . en as 1 appear to us 


neceſſary.” 


3. © Now that we are drove to the laſt exeremity, and that the 
Nabob ſees his danger, he has engaged to procure both the cavalry 
and the means, as has already been taken notice of in our addreſs of 
this date, and on his performance reſts all our hopes; but we are 
ſorry to ſay, that in this, as in all his undertakings, we have our 
doubts. . Had we not received from Bengal very large ſupplies of 
money far beyond our expectation, we muſt long ago have ſunk under 
the burthen- of this war, to the charges of which, the ordinary re- 
venues are very inadequate ; ſince then it is evident, that even thoſe 
revenues are in time of war very precarious, and by the ravage of a few 
horſe may in a great meaſure fail; ſince it is equally certain, at leaſt 
we believe fo, that Bengal may be as liable to this misfortune as the 
Coaſt; we hope your Honours, will not think us too preſuming, if 
we humbly offer to your conſideration, the fatal conſequences that 
may attend your poſſeſſions. in India, if a ſufficient fund be not 

| raiſed 
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raiſed and always kept in reſerve at each of your Preſidencies, to 
anſwer the extraordinary charges of war, in caſe the ordinary revenues 
ſhould fail. We foreſee the great diſtreſs that muſt attend your affairs 
at home, ſhould your inveſtment be ſtopped or even curtailed in 
order to form ſuch reſerves ; but in our humble opinion, the queſtion 
is, Whether it were better to do ſo, or to expoſe the whole to the 
moſt dangerous riſque ? upon which ſubje& we nell requeſt your 
full * clear ſentiments and orders.“ 


Extract from the Company's Letter to the Commiſſioners in India, 
234 March, , 1770. 


30. ©It is with the utmoſt concern that we read the advices of our 
late Governor and Council at Fort St. George relative to the Nabob 
of Arcot. We allow their ſentiments on the critical ſituation of his 

affairs with the Company to be but too juſt, and the. concluſions they 
have made, to be ſuch as preſent appearances warrant them to draw 
therefrom. Sorry are we to be obliged to add, it appears to us that 
the imprudent and impolitic ſchemes engaged in and purſued by 
themſelves, have eventually increaſed the Nabob's debts and heightened 
his diſtreſſes to ſo great a degree, that it is become neceſſary in their 
opinion, by ſome means or other, to become poſſeſſed of ſuch a mode 
or meaſure of power over the Nabob's revenues, which though it 
might perhaps operate immediately in favour of his creditors, con- 


ſidered ſimply as ſuch, could ſcarce fail alſo of being productive of 
events, which, might iſſue in the total annihilation of all our Witte 


and influence in the Carnatic,” 


31. © When we reflect on the long experience we have had of 
Mahommed Ally's faithful attachment to the Engliſh Company, we 
are ſurpriſed at the idea entertained by the Governor and Council, 
in their letters of the 8th March, and 27th Jn 1769, to * 


him to a mere nominal Nabob. | | 
888 4 C | The 
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2. „The fnfti6n of the wikey uf Paris, by which treaty de 

faith became the guarantee of the Nabob's title, will be of little uſe 
to him, if notorious infringements of the rights and powers uſually 
inherent in, and dependent on ſuch title, ſhould be by us countenanced 
and Sertnitied to take place.” 


33. The vaſt ſums which the Nabob owes the Company, and the 
diſtant and uncertain proſpect of payment, while the Nabob's 
revenues are wholly in his own hands and under his own manage- 
ment, are the reaſons urged for adopting a new plan, or making 
ſoine material alterations in our prefent ſyſtem of policy with the 
Nabob ; but as we conceive it will be extremely difficult to make an 
experiment of this kind, (and of the utility of the ſcheme we can only 


| Judge by experiment) without making fuch diſcovery of our inten- 


tions, as would probably deſtroy all the Nabob's confidence in us, 


which ſeems but too much weakened already, and alſo naturally tend 
ro confirm the ſuſpicions'of all ſuch country powers, who may have 


received unfavourable impreſſiot ons concerning us from the tranſactions 
at Bengal, we cannot think it prudent, or ourſelves 'by any means 
warranted again to alarm the inhabitants of India by attempts of 
this nature, more eſpecially, as perhaps we might thereby alſo in- 
volve ourſclves in the very difagreeable neceffity of anſwering, at 
ſome future period, for = 0 Irmo of a public W and the con- 
ſequences thereof.” 


| After an attentive peruſal of the above records, I fear I went too far 
in giving my aſſent to the paragraph alluded to in our public letter by 
the Ankerwyke ; but as to our rights to force the Nabob to compliance; 


in any ſenſe of the word, I muſt fay, I think it would be the extreme of 


oppreſſion. For the Nabob is the acknowledged maſter of his country, 


.and we have no better title to command, and to pay his forces, than we 
have to preſs him to give up the W of his collections for the 


means of paying them. 
In 
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In ſome caſes; however, the nature of the Company's alliance with 
the Nabob affords us a juſt plea to interfere, even with a degree of 

authority. We may diſpute his right to entertain Britiſh ſubjects with- 
out our previous conſent, becauſe it is a breach of the implied treaty 
ſubſiſting between him and the Company. If he maintains a larger 
force, added to our's, than is neceſſary for the defence of the Carnatic, 
we may remonſtrate. If their expenſe ſhould be ſo great as to diſable 
him to diſcharge his debts to the Company, we, I think, have a right 
to demand their reduction, becauſe their continuance is incompatible 
with our prior rights. If he ſhould employ his forces in any ſervice 
which may endanger the Carnatic, or involve him, and of courſe the 
Company in a war, we have a right to require him to recall them, 
becauſe having united his intereſt with our's, he ought not to expoſe 
both to danger without our concurrence, Many other cauſes may be 
ſuppoſed, which may alſo be reſolved by the ſame principle. But this 
will never juſtify us in diveſting him of the command of his own troops, 
nor will any order of the Company, that I have ever heard of, bear us 
harmleſs for ſuch a proceeding. | We 


Mr Jourdan delivers in the following minute on the Preſident's 
ſecond "_—_— the 1 7th inſtant. 


ne in April 1775, aſſented to the: i * preventing Euro- 


peans from viſiting the Nabob for a certain time, and having ſince 


objected to a motion of the Preſident for preventing the Members of 
the Council from viſiting the Nabob, &c. to preſerve that conſiſtency 
of conduct I with to obſerve, I take leave to remark, that when Mr 
Wynch, in 1776, propoſed the reſolution referred to, there was a mat- 
ter deemed of great importance before the Board, and on that account 
Lagreed to it, but it was a general prohibition, and not confined to, 
or reflecting on Members of the Government. They were with the 
conſent of the Preſident, permitted to viſit, and ſome did; but what 
good conſequences reſulted from the order? — The communication 
* | | was 


P. 
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was Waben the Nabob * his ſons viſited General Smith, and his ſons 


viſited” others. When Sir Rober Fletcher verbally deſired this order 
might be revoked, I readily conſented; becauſe I judged it, from 


what I have already mentioned, inſufficient to anſwer the end pro- 
| poſed. I have in addition to ſay, that the preſent is not a general pro- 


hibition, but one evidently leveled againſt Members of the Govern- 
ment, founded upon ſuſpicion; and that the former difference with 
the Nabob was on a ſubject, deemed by a majority of importance 
to the Company; but that the preſent caſe does not appear to me to 
be in the leaſt ſimilar to it. I know of no public diſpute with the 
Nabob; I know it is an event to be wiſhed, that all the troops in the 
Carnatic ſhould be under the management of the Company : but I well 
know, that I never conſented that the Preſident ſhould do more than 
by perſuaſion and reaſon to bring the Nabob to approve of it ; for al- 
though I conſider the Nabob, by his connection with the Britiſh nation, 
in a certain degree OY - them, I think he has rights inde- 
pendent of them. | 15 wth 


Mr Mackay's minute on the Right Honourable the Preſident's firſt 
motion on the 17th inſtant, entered in conſultation 24th June. 


I put my negative on this motion, becauſe from what the Preſident 
has acknowledged, the Nabob, 'in my opinion, had ſufficient reaſon to 
complain of him; and therefore, giving it as the opinion of the Board, 
„ That the letter was written purpoſely to create animoſity between 
« the Members of Government,” is both unjuſt and injurious to the 
Nabob, becauſe the Preſident being accuſed in that letter, makes him, 
in my opinion, a party concerned; and therefore ſuch a motion comes 
from himſelf with great imptopriety, nor ought. he, in my opinion, to 
have voted on it, had it come from another. The motion is carried 
by the Preſident's caſting vote, though the opinion of one of the Mem- 
ber's for the queſtion, I mean Mr. Brooke, appears doubtful. _ 


Mr, 
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Mr. Mackay's minute on the Right Honourable the Preſident's 
_ * ſecond queſtion on the 17th inſtant entered the 24th June, 


That I may not be thought inconſiſtent in the opinion I gave as a 
Member of the Board, I beg leave to explain my motives for having 
voted in Conſultation 3d April, 1775; That no perſon (that is a 
« European) ought to be permitted to go to the Nabob while the pre- 
4 ſent buſineſs is in agitation, more particularly members of the Board ;” 
and for having put my PRE at the laſt Conſultation on the Pre- 
ſident's ſecond motion, viz. © That, agreeable to the Company's ſtand- 
« ing orders, no Member of the Council do henceforth viſit, or cor- 
« reſpond by writing, or by RE with the Nabob, or either of 
„ his ſons.” 


When the Nabob laſt year wanted to give Tanjore to his ſecond 
ſon, Ameer Ul Omrah, a great majority of the Board were of opinion 
that ſuch a meaſure might, in its conſequences, materially affect the 


intereſt of the Company; and therefore, in a letter from their Preſi- 


dent, repreſented their apprehenſions to the Nabob, and requeſted of 
him not to put Tanjore in the poſſeſſion of his ſecond ſon for reaſons 
ſet forth in that letter. But the Nabob not paying any regard to the 
repreſentations of the Board, and the Preſident being of opinion that 
the Nabob was adviſed to behave in that manner by ſervants of the 
Company, and by other Europeans who had free acceſs to the Durbar, 
the abovementioned reſolution of the 3d of April was pafled by all the 
Board except three members : not that the majority believed it would 
anſwer any end or purpolc for the good of the ſervice, but it ſerved to 
expreſs their diſapprobation of the conduct of any of the ſervants of 
the Company, who ſhould viſit the Nabob whilſt he continued at vari- 
ance with the Company's Government, on matters folely relating to 
the Company. The preſent diſpute between the Nabob and the Pre- 
fident, on matters in which the Company's intereſt does not appear to 
me to be * ways concerned, will, I flatter myſelf, appear ſo totally 
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different to the Court of Directors from what paſſed laſt year, that 1 


ſhall ſtand acquitted to them for my preſent opinion; I will add 
beſides, that the Preſident's motion is founded on a ſtanding order of 
the Company, which does not exiſt in the manner expreſſed in the 
motion. | 


Mr. Palmer ſubſcribes to the reaſons given by Mr. Mackay in his 
aforegoing minute, for putting his negative on the firſt and ſecond 
queſtion of the Preſident on the 17th inſtant. 


Mr. Dalrymple defires that the tollowing be entered as an addition 
to his minute delivered in the roth inftant. 


Since giving in my minute of the xtoth June, I find ſome other 
parts of the reconds relative to the ſame ſubject, viz. Letter to Eng- 
land 2gth September, 15770, latter part paragraph 19. Mr. Johnfon, 
© who notwithſtanding; he is included in the general prohibition, for- 
cc bidding all perſons living under the Company's protection from hav- 
6 ing any tranſactions with the Nabob, is nevertheleſs frequently, with 
* him, in direct oppoſition to the ſaid order, and is. therefore deſerving 
c of the ſevereſt marks of our reſentment.” 


The Court of Directors, 25th March, 1772, in reply to this letter 


64. © You wilt alſo obſerve, that our former orders were intended 
& not only to prevent our covenanted ſervants from correſponding with 
<« the country powers of India, but alſo to extend to all free merchants 
c and others, who reſide in India under favour of the Company's in- 


« dulgence and protection.“ 


Mr. Stone delivers in the following minute. 


I think it neceſſary to obſerve, in anſwer to ſome of the minutes de- 


livered i in this day, on the Preſident's queſtion relative to the propriety 
of 
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of vifiting the Nabob, that by the ſaid minutes it would appear that the 
motion made by the late Preſident, Mr. Wynch, in 1775, againſt viſit- 
ing the Nabob, was in conſequence of the difficulty Mr. Wynch found 
in diſſuading the Nabob from granting the Tanjore fort and country to 
his ſecond Son. Whereas the minute of Mr. Wynch on the ſubject of 
Tanjore, was entered after the above motion had been put and carried 


in the affirmative; and I declare, I was utterly unacquainted with the 


intention of Mr. Wynch to deliver in any minute regarding Tanjore, 
until the ſame was actually laid before the Board; neither had I ever 


heard before, that any thing relating to that ſubject had paſſed between 


the Nabob . Winch. 


Minute of Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Meſſrs. Brooke, Pal- 
mer, Jourdan,. and Mackay.. 


The. Preſident having been pleaſed in his reply to the letter of com- 
plaint laid before the Board by Sir Edward Hughes, to acknowledge, 
firſt, © That of having threatened to place a guard near the Nabob's 
« perſon,” | 
« to march in the night to St. Thome for another particular purpoſe ;” 
It becomes a duty incumbent on us to give our opinion upon thoſe 
points, left our filence ſhould paſs for an implied approbation 3.2 pre- 
cedent may afterwards be founded, and pleaded in fimilar caſes. 


In forming a judgment.on the points in queſtion, it is impoſſible for 
us to adopt a mode more candid or reſpectful to the Prefident, than 
(after attending to the motives and reaſons aſſigned) to confider the re- 
ſpective acts, upon the grounds of the Preſident's vindication of them. 
Adopting therefore this ground only, it is our opinion, that the Preſi- 
dent's threats to place a guard near the. Nabob, for the purpoſe avow ed, 
was altogether unjuſtifiable, and inconſiſtent with that decency and re- 


ſpect ſo often recommended by the Company, in the tranſaction of their. 


affairs with the Nabob. 


E 


Secondly, “ That of having ordered a party of Seapoys 
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Secondly, It is our opinion, that the Preſident aſſumed a very dangerous 
authority, in ordering a military force to march to St. Theme, to act 
there upon the bare information of his Hircarrah; and in juſtice to our- 
ſelves, we cannot but expreſs our entire diſapprobation of the act itſelt, 
which we deem, in all its circumſtances, to have been a very great indigni- 
ty to the Nabob. When particular occafions require the exertion of mili- 
_ tary force, it is the duty of the Preſident to conſult his Council, or if 
the public ſafety ſhould be endangered by a delay, it is incumbent upon 
him to make his report to the Council at the next meeting : but of 
this the Board remained ignorant, until the matter was long after 
brought before them by the Nabob, through the .channel of Sir Ed- 


ward Hughes. 


Although we are of opinion that a letter ought to be written to the 
Nabob on the grounds of his complaints, yet conſidering that the ſen- 
timents of the Board have been communicated to his Highneſs by Sir 
Edward Hughes, through whom the complaints were tranſmitted to 
us, and conſidering that by the ſtanding of the ſervice, ſuch a letter 
muſt be ſigned by the Preſident, of whoſe conduct we muſt expreſs 
our diſapprbation ; delicacy induced us to let the matter reſt here; for 
the opinion of our Superiors ; and, on this occaſion, we hope that the 
Nabob' will reſt ſatisfied with what has been ſo mr to him 
through Sir Edward Hughes. 


At the laſt conſultation, the Preſident laid before the Board an alarm- 
ing account of crimes committed by the Nabob's people within the 
Company's juriſdiction, and concluded with a motion, ** To recommend 
sto the Nabob to remove to Arcot.“ It is to be lamented that the 
Preſident had not before communicated to us thoſe matters, that the 
offenders might have been brought to a trial, | 


Many years have paſſed ſince the Nabob came to reſide here, and it 


is remarkable, that the numerous train of people that have followed 
4 N him, 
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him, have hitherto afforded little cauſe of complaint ; nor do we recol- 


lect the Grand Juries to have preſented any evils to have reſulted from 
the reſidence of the Nabob or his people at Madras. | 


The Company have ſent us their opinion relative to ſuits in the 
Mayor's Court againſt ſervants of the Nabob, which is favourable to- 
' wards them; yet they have at times been ſued in that Court, and ſatiſ- 
faction given to the complainants; and we doubt not of the Nabob's 
willingneſs to give redreſs, when repreſentations may be made to him. 


The great increaſe of the inhabitants, and the conſequence of trade, 
and the proſperity of this ſettlement, are inconteſtible proofs of the ad- 
vantages reſulting from the Nabob's reſidence here. Were he to leave 
Madras, great numbers of people would follow him, and the Com- 
pany's revenues thereby be decreaſed. | 


The buſineſs ariſing from the connection between the Nabob and the 


Company, is more eafily managed here than it could be at a diſtance 
and what is of more importance, the deſiring him to leave Madras 
would carry with it, in the eyes of the country powers, a manifeſt ap- 
pearance of a breach of that friendſhip which has ſo long ſubſiſted be- 
tween the Engliſh and the Nabob, and might be productive of the 
worſt of conſequences to both. 


Were it admitted, that intrigues have been carried on, or are carrying 
on at the Durbar, no danger can be apprehended from them, under 
the attention of this government; but were the Nabob obliged to re- 
move in diſguſt, intrigues might be carried on from whence real dan- 
ger might ariſe. At any rate, had his Highneſs's removal been neceſ- 
ſary, which we never can allow, the preſent, of all times, appears to us 
the moſt improper” | 1 
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As the reſolution on the Nabob's letter to Sir Edward'Hughes was 
carried by the Preſident's caſting vote, though in Mr. Mackay's opi- 
nion a party concerned, and though the opinion of one of the Members 


for the queſtion, Mr. Brooke, appears doubtful ; Mr. Mackay moves, 
that the reſolution. be now reſcinded. e 

Sir Robert Fletcher begs leave to repreſent to the Board, that he 
has had the records examined, and can find no ſuch flanding order of 
the Company as was quoted by the Preſident on Monday laſt, and upon 
which he imagines /ome of the members of the Board were induced to 


vote for his Lordſhip's ſecond motion. * 


Sir Robert Fletcher further. That upon conſidering attentively the 


words in which that motion is conceived, he finds that members of 


the Board may be thought by ſome (though innocently) to offend 


againſt the reſolution which paſſed upon that motion, merely, becauſe 
they do not, and he thinks cannot ſhut their doors in the faces of the 


Nabob and his ſons, when they happen, which they ſometimes do, to 


drop in an evening to viſit his family. 


And as for Sir Robert Fletcher himſelf, he muſt repeat that there 
are frequent complaints made to him from the out-garriſo6ns, of diſ- 
putes between the officers under his command and the Nabob's offi- 
cers, and againſt ſome of the officers of the Company in the Nabob's 
fervice, upon points of duty ; theſe, in conſequence of a meſſage from 
the Commander in Chief to the Nabob, or to one of his ſons, or a 
meſſage from- one of them' to the Commander: in Chief, are in general 
amicably ſettled by him. 


For all. theſe reaſons Sir Robert hopes the impropriety of the reſo- 
lution on the Preſident's ſecond motion on Monday laſt will ſtrike 
every member of the Board, and he therefore moves. that the reſolu- 
tion be reſcinded, 


Mr, 


on 3 


Mr. Dawſon having been: preſent when the queſtions of the Preſi- : 
dent on the 17th inſtant were carried in the affirmative, it is reſolved 


that he- be ſummoned to attend at the next conſultation, when the 
foregoing queſtions of Sir Robert Fletcher and Mr. Mackay will be 
taken into conſideration... 


The joint minute of Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Meſſieurs 
Brooke, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, which has been read at this 
day's meeting, calls forth my attention, particularly to the- letter of 
complaint from the Nabob, tranſmitted to this Board through the 
channel of Sir Edward Hughes, and the meaſures which have been 
taken in conſequence. : | 


There are ſome parts of the Preſident's. vindication inſerted in the 


reply of the Board to Sir Edward Hughes, which appear to en- 
croach upon the fundamental civil rights of the Britiſh Conſtitution. 


I allude to the circumſtances of his-Lordſhip's having threatened to | 
place a guard near the Nabob's perſon, in order to apprehend and 
bring before him, the Preſident, any perſons who might be going to 
viſit his Highneſs, and of having ordered a party of Seapoys to march 


in the night to St. Thome for another particular purpoſe. 


The apprehending or detaining of perſons on any occaſion or pre- 
tence whatſoever, except on information received of treaſonable 
practices againſt the ſtate, by a military force, within the reach of 
civil juriſdiction, unleſs ſuch military force is called in aid of the 
civil power, is a circumſtance of the moſt ſerious nature, becauſe it is 
repugnant to the laws of our country and to the Britiſh conſtitution, 
and conſequently may ſubject all Britiſh ſubjects exerciſing ſuch illegal 


authority to many inconveniences in our courts of juſtice. 


If any perſon tranſgreſſes the law within our civil juriſdiction, the 
method of proceeding againſt him is ſo plainly pointed out to us, that 
2 18 in 5 
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in my opinion we cannot eaſily miſtake it. A civil magiſtrate, with | 
his proper officers, muſt endeavour to bring ſuch offenders to juſtice. 


If in the attempt he requires the aid of military force, he applies for it, 
and it cannot be refuſed him. 


Whether any perſon tranſgreſſes the law, by viſiting the Nabob at 
Chepauk, is not indeed a queſtion now before us for diſcuſſion ; but 
I cannot on this . occaſion avoid to offer as my opinion, that unleſs 
ſuch perſon is accuſed of other miſdemeanors, we ſhould not be juſti- 
fied by the laws of our country in cauſing him to be -apprehended 
within our juriſdiction, or elſewhere, either by a civil or a military 


power. 


'T am happy in approving the delicacy obſerved towards the Preſi- 
dent, reſpecting the letter which thoſe gentlemen are of opinion ought 
to be written to the Nabob, in reply to the complaints tranſmitted to 
us by Sir Edward Hughes. Regularity in the Board's proceedings 
-might poſſibly require ſuch communication to the Nabob of its ſenti- 
ments on this occaſion; but as his Highneſs has been already informed 
of them, I entirely concur in opinion with thoſe Gentlemen, that 
the matter Thould-reſt here for the deciſion of our Superiors, in the 
hope that the Nabob will be ſatisfied with the information received 
Tron Sir Edward Hughes. 


J have already given my ſentiments upon the Preſident's motion 
for recommending to the Nabob his removal with his family to Arcot. 


Came in the following letter: 


To 
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To the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot, Preſident and Governor, &c. 
Council of Fort St. George. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


I HAVE received your favour of yeſterday, accompanying an ex- 
tract of a letter to your Preſidency from the Honourable the Court 


of Directors, dated the 22d December, 1775, and take this opportu- 


nity again to aſſure you of my readineſs at all times, when called on 
for that purpoſe,. to render any ſervice in my power with his Majeſty's 
ſhips under my command, either to eſtabliſh or to promote the intereſt 
or advantage of the Company in this, -or in any other part of India, 
I am with the greateſt eſteem and regard, 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient 


Saliſbury, and moſt humble ſervant, 
in Madras-Road, 
- 19th June, 1776, EDWARD HUGHES. 


AT A CONSULTATION, 25th June, 1776. Preſent as before. 
The Minutes of laſt Conſultation read and approved, 


THE Nabob, in his letter of the 26th ultimo, having complained 
that Seapoys belonging to the Company, with ſome of Tuhaujee's peo- 
ple, had arrived in his country to ſeize diſtricts not included in the 
Tanjore country, but wholly appertaining to Ramnaut (Great Mara- 
wa), and Shoagungaw (Little Marawa or Nelcootah), the Board pro- 
ceed to take the ſame into conſideration. 


From the Company's letter per Grenville, 12th April, 1775, it ap- 
pears their orders are, that the Rajah ſhall be put in poſſeſſion of ſuch 
places as he held when the treaty between him and the Nabob was 
guarantied by the Engliſh; and on reference to the Nabob's inſtruc- 
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tions to Mr. Dupré in June, 1762, to Mr. Dupre's reply, and to the 
Rajah's repreſentations, 25th March 1771, extracts of which are en- 
tered hereafter, it appearing that Hanamantagoody was actually in 
the Rajah's poſſeſſion at that period, it is reſolved, That. an anſwer be 
written to the Nabob to tell him, that agreeable to his deſire the re- 
cords have been conſulted with reſpect to Hanamantagoody, wherein 
it is found, that by his own inſtruftions to Mr. Dupre when he went 
to Tanjore in 1762, that Hanamantagoody was at that time in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Rajah; and therefore, in purſuance to the Company's orders, 
that it appears to this Board, as they hope it will to him that the Ra- 
jah ought to be put in poſſeſſion of it. 


Extract of the Nabob's Inſtructions to . Dupre in 1762, Country Cor- 
reſpondence. No. 74, Par. 5th. | 


WITH regard to the fort of Hanamantagoody belonging to the 
country of Marawar under Trichinopoly, Colonel Caillaud himſelf 
went and tried to prevent its being taken. Colonel Heron on his part 
ſent an Engliſh flag from Tinnevelly, but the King abſolutely refuſed 
to liſten to him, and took the ſaid fort by aſſault, and tore the flag. 
Befides which he took by force the Gady of Mangal Goody, Woron 
Cotah, and the Gady of Bonagary with its Ultricty, the revenues 
amounting to two Lacks of Rupees. 


The King alſo poſſeſſed himſelf of the Gady Kearanally Cotah Ya- 


The King likewiſe poſſeſſed himſelf of Saijah Cotah with its diſtricts, 
belonging to Tondeman, amounting to-about a Lack of Rupees. 


Extraft of Mr. Dupre's Letter to the Nabob, 291 June, 1762. 
Country Correſpondence, No. 77. 


HE (the Rajah) produces a letter from you, wherein you give 
your conſent that he might attack the Marawar and Natah Poligars. 
Extract 


— 
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Extraft of a Leiter from the Rajah of Tanjore to the Governor, received 
49 W "OY entered i in W's Correſpondence, No. 131. 


| WITH reſpet to my poſſeſſion of the diſtricts of Tana in the 
Colleries country, I ſhall keep what I have at preſent, and ſhall not 
ſtrive to make new conqueſts, Should the Poligars raiſe any diſtur- 
bances in the Forts and Tanas which I have at preſent as above, you 
will be pleaſed to ſend your orders to them. Neither the Engliſh n nor 
the Nabob ſhould aſſiſt the Poligars. 


Extract f a Letter from the Governor to the Rajah of Tanjore, dated 19th 
October, 1762, entered in Country Correſpondence, No. 134, Par. zd. 


THE ſenſe and meaning of the treaty is, that if you comply with 
the articles agreed to be performed by you, the Nabob is to maintain 
a firm friendſhip with you, and not to give you any diſturbance. I 
deſire therefore you will make yourſelf perfectly eaſy in reſpe& to the 
Poligars ; they ſhall not be aſſiſted either by me or the Nabob in giv- 
ing you any diſturbance, if you on your part do not moleſt them. 


Leiter fon the Rajah of Tanjore, 2 uh March, 1771. Country clings 
| | Ur No. 67. 


I HAVE received your Honour's friendly letter, and abs the 
contents. 


You was pleaſed to ſay, that you have how vor of my Sat. 
ing an army to fight againſt Marawar *, as alſo of my ſetting out in 
perſon ; acquainting me at the ſame time, that it was improper in me 
to undertake the ſaid enterprize before I adviſe you with it. 


* See the ideas of the Select Committee on this ſubjeR, in their letter of the 28th 
of F ebruary, 1772, referred to by Governor Wynch, and annexed to his letter, page X. 


Let 
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Let me take the liberty to inform you, that when my deceaſed fa- 
ther placed Bavanny Sunker Zavier in the government, Nalcooty was 
but a common watcher, who was raiſed to power by granting him a 
ſhare in the Marawar country. At that time Naid, or r Gentoo Rajah, 
was reigning in the Fame, country, — =» 


After the ſaid "<UL Sunker, one Cotta Zewin was eſtabliſhed in 
8 government. Thus it was hereditary cuſtom with us to place 
them in the government. Was there any Nalcooty before? or who 
was it that raiſed him to that power? I deſire you will aſk his own 
Vackeel concerning this affair. 


The above cuſtom has been obſerved from former times ; now Ma- 
raver hath taken upon himfelf to ſeize the country that was enjoyed 
by us to this day, ſince the time of my deceaſed father. I often ſent 
him word to og the n but he continued to behave himſelf 
baſely. X 


When you came to this place to ſettle a treaty, a mention of this 
affair was made to you; you was then pleaſed to ſay, that we were at 
liberty to clear our own country. A mention was alſo made to the Na- 
bob concerning our country in poſſeſſion of Maravar, when we ſent 
troops againſt the commandant, the Nabob was then pleaſęd to ſay 
that he had ſent for the Maravar's affiſtance to him at that juncture of 
time, ſo that we ſhould clear our country afterwards, for-with reaſon 
I was in hopes to this day that the Nabob and your Honour will give 
give ſtrict orders to the Maravar to reſtore our country, and alſo 
wrote to my Vackeel on that head; but you and the Nabob did 
not get the country reſtored to me; beſides which, when the 
elephants (relating to my preſent from Negapatam) were coming, 
Nalcooty pretending that the veſſels were drove aſhore by a ſtorm 
in his ſea-ports, ſeized the elephants, and detained them, concern- 
ing which I ſent him word, as well as to your Honour, but he did 

« ITS | | not 
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not return them to me. If I ſuffer Marawar to take poſſeſſion of my 
country, Nalcooty to ſeize my clephants, and Tondeinan to injure my 
country, it will be very great diſhonour to me among the people to ſee 


ſuch compulſions uſed by the Polygars ; you are a protector of my go- 


vernment, notwithſtanding you have not ſettled even a ſingle affair be- 
longing to me. If J ſtay quiet, I ſhall greatly hurt my dignity, 
wherefore I marched myſelf. If you now adviſe me to deſiſt, what 
anſwer can I make to it? | 


In the treaty it was not forbidden to clear the country poſſeſſed by 


Marawar, or to undertake an expedition againſt the Polygars, who may 
uſe compulſions ; ſince it is ſo, it cannot be deemed contrary to the 
treaty, You was pleaſed to write, that if I deſiſt in my preſent expe- 
dition, you will then ſettle the affairs in a reaſonable manner. I conti- 
nued to ſpeak to you for this long time concerning this affair, but you 


have not ſettled it; notwithſtanding, if you now write, that I did not 
acquaint you before I began it, what anſwer can I make to it? I did 
not undertake to do any thing contrary to the hereditary cuſtom ob- 


ſerved. You are well acquainted with all affairs, and deſire you will 
examine thoroughly into this affair, I have finiſhed the affairs relating 
to Marawar, and confirmed him in his buſineſs. The affair with Nal- 


cootah remains to be finiſhed, which I ſhall alſo finiſh. For other mat- 


ters I have wrote to Sambagee Vackeel, to which I refer you. 
What can I ſay more? 


N. B. The words of my deceaſed father in the original, may be ap- 
plied both to the father and grandfather. 


In conſequence of the above reſolution of the Board, with reſpect 

to Hanamantagoody, the Right Honourable the Preſident lays before 
them the following draft of a letter which he has prepared, in anſwer 
to the Nabob's letters of the 22d and 26th ultimo, entered in 


Country Correſpondence, No. 47. 
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plain thereof, as you do in your letter of the 26h. 
ers will ever contradi& their orders concerning Tanjore. Thoſe orders 


Royal Henry, the Company expreſs their ſolicitude to have thoſe or- 


> goo. 3 
To the Nabob. 
May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 


I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 22d and 
26th ultimo. fn + (52 | | 


I did hope that the impartial, the open and friendly manner in which 
J have conducted myſelf towards your Highneſs, might have induced 
you to believe me incapable of an act of injuſtice; and if I built not 
upon your approval of every part of my conduct in the execution of 
the Company's orders, I truſted that you could not ſo generally com- 


My eſteemed friend, be not fed up with the hopes that my employ- 


are founded upon juſtice, from which they cannot depart : and in the 
very firſt paragraph of the letter received lately from England by the 


ders carried into effect. 


With reſpect to Hanamantagoody, you are pleaſed to deſire me to 
conſult the records; I have done ſo; and find by your own inſtructions 
to Mr. Dupre, when he went to Tanjore, in 1762, That Hanamanta- 
goody was then in poſſeſſion of the Rajah, and therefore, in purſuance 
to the Company's orders, it appears to me that it ought to be reſtored 
to the Rajah, and I hope it will appear ſo to your Highneſs. 


On the 14th June it was reſolved, © That it is the opinion of the 
« Board, that the Nabob had a right to the government ſhare of the 
ce crop in the Tanjore country, the produce of grain ſown during the 
e time it was in his poſſeſſion, and that any mortgages he may have 
« piven on the ſame are good.” 


Your Highneſs will be the beſt Judge what information from your 


Highneſs to me on this matter is neceſſary, 5 
| 5 1 r. 


Cons - | 
Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Meſſrs. Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, 
Jourdan and Mackay, deſire it may be minuted, that they approve of 


this letter, as far as it correſponds with the ſentiments expreſſed by 
them reſpectively upon theſe ſubjects on the records. 


Sir Robert Fletcher begs leave to remind the Board, that he com- 
plained i in Council, very ſoon after the arrival of the Grenville, of im- 
pediments thrown in his way in the execution of the powers veſted in 
him by the late military inſtructions of the General Court: and he de- 
ſires to call to the recollection of the Board, the promiſe then made 
him by the Right Honourable the Preſident, that after the diſpatch of 
the Ankerwyke, an early day ſhould be ſet apart for taking thoſe or- 
ders and inſtructions of the Company i into conſideration. Sir Robert 
is in no doubt himſelf with reſpect to any part of the inſtructions, for 
he thinks them extremely clear, and not to be miſunderſtood. But as 
doubts have ariſen, and as the ſervice 1 is not carried on | agreeably to the 
Company's orders, he defires the opinion of the Board may be taken 
upon ſuch points as may not appear clear to any of the members, that 
he may be enabled to execute the powers veſted in him by the Com- 


pany's orders. 


Agreed, that 1 day ſevennight be ſet apart for the conſideration of 
this buſineſs, and that the Commander in Chief be requeſted to point 
out to the Board ſuch 1 5 as he finds to exiſt in the preſent 
ſyſtem. 


The Commander in Chief lays before the Board the following let- 
ter which he has received from Col. Stuart: 


To Brigadier er General 955 Robert F letcher, Commander in Ehief o f the Forces 
under the Preſidency of Madras, Sc. 


PERMIT me, Sir, to take this occaſion of repreſenting to you, 


with becoming deference, that according to the beſt information I am 


able 


Sir Robert 
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able to obtain reſpecting the importance of the ſeveral military poſts or 
commands where the principle officers under this Preſidency are at pre- 
ſent placed, it ſeems to me that the command of the troops in the fort 
and garriſon of Tanjore, with the dependencies, in that country, where 
the Company have ſo lately acquired influence, is on every account, at 
this criſis, the moſt important of any. under this Preſidency. - 


"Thus impreſſe d, I ſhould be wanting to myſelf, and to the rank I 
have the honour to hold next to you, if I did not take occaſion, through 
your means, to repreſent to the Honourable Board, that according to 
the general practice or courſe of military ſervice, the moſt reſponſi- 
ble command under this Prefidency does, by the rank I hold, belong to 
me, in caſe you yourſelf, Sir, do not occupy that poſt. I do not infer 
from thence, that the Honourable Board may not at their own diſcre- 
tion appoint me to any ſtation, and I know it is my duty firſt to obey. 
But I hope, Sir, through your favourable repreſentation to the Board, 
that the uſual practice of the army will on this occaſion take place, eſpe- 
cially as it ſeems to havs been the rule obſerved in the laſt diſtribution 
of cantonments or quarters for the troops on this eſtabliſhment, recom- 
mended in 1775, by General Smith, where the choice of the principal 
commands is expreſsly left to Colonel Lang as the ſenior Colonel. 


In this manner I eſteem it a duty, through you, to repreſent this 
matter to the Honourable Board, and ſhall think myſelf peculiarly happy 
if it meets with your recommendation and ſupport. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient 
Fort St. George, and moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
June 22d, 1766. JAMES STUART. 
Ordered to lie upon the table. 


AT 
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AT A CONSULTATION, July 1, 1776. 


PR E HNr. 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Gavernar; Prefident. 


Sir Robert Fletcher 

Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple 
Charles Floyer . John Maxwell Stone 
Archdale Palmer Francis Jourdan 


George Mackay. 


The following obſervations by Mr. Dalrymple on certain parts of the 
proceedings relative to Tanjore, are now read. 


Having, before I went to Tanjore, declared my intention to give in 
ſome obſervations on the diſſents to the proceedings of the Board the 
25th March, delivered into Council the 29th of that month, I take this 


occaſion to do ſo. 


Firſt Queſtion. 


The diſſenting members all declare that they agrecd to the 1ſt quef- 
tion, That it was proper and neceſſary for the Preſident to go to Tanjore, 
« For the reaſons ſet forth in his minute,” in idea that ſome members of 
the Board would have been added in deputation by a ſubſequent motion. 

/ 

If a deputation of the members of the Board had been made choice of, 

it could not ſurely be thought that it was -zeceſſary for the Preſident to 
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leave the Preſidency, as a member of that inferior deliberation Board. The 
preſident ought never to leave the a but on ſome great and im- 
portant occaſion. 


The objections made againſt the Preſident's going ſolely are: © That 
« the meaſure appears unconſiitutional, becauſe every Member of the Go- 
« verument conſenting to the preſent mode, is thereby rendered accoun- 
ce table for meaſures on which he cannot well adviſe, much leſs vote.“ 


Had there been.ſeveral members in-a deputation, would not the other 
members remaining at the Preſidency be equally incapable of adviſing 
the deputation as advifing the Preſident : ? * argument therefore has no 
foundation. | s 


6 That a buſineſs of ſo much importance, as taking a country of about 
* a million ſterling a year from the Nabob, and giving it to the Rajah 
* required ſuch a deputation---had the Court of Directors judged it ne- 
<c ceflary to leave the management of this buſineſs ſolely to the Preſident, 
% their orders would have expreſſed it, and, therefore giving him greater 
« powers than the Court of Directors have done, is inconſiſtent with our 
duty to the Company, and with what we owe to ourſelves.” 

This objection is grounded on a falſe aſſumption, viz. that greater 
powers are veſted in the Prefident by the Board, than by the Court of 
Directors; the Preſident is veſted with no ſuch powers; his commiſſion is 
to carry into execution the Company's orders, and the Court of Directors 
in the 2d Paragraph of their ſeparate letter per Grenville, expreſs, that 
their hopes of ſucceſs particularly depended on the peculiar abilities of the 
Prefident. The executive part of Government naturally muſt be veſted 


in the Preſident; and as the object was unanimouſly thought ſufficiently 


important to require the Preſident to proceed to Tanjore, it would ſurely 
have been 1 improper to have joined any 8 in Commiſſion with the 
Preſident; 
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Preſident 3 hn Mr, Dy Pre, then a young member of the Council, had 


been ſolely intruſted in 1762. Such a junction would in the eyes of the 
Rajah of Tanjore, have leſſened the conſequence of the Preſident, and 
would have had till a worſe effect upon the people, who were ſtruck in 
the moſt ſenſible manner with the idea of the juſtice of the Company, 
when they ſaw the Governor himſelf 3 to Tanjore to carry their 
orders into ee. 


The objection made of its being a very dangerous precedent, I think of 
no conſequence, becauſe precedents are only of conſequence in ordinary 
matters; in extraordinary, the precedent will always be made if it cannot 
be faund. No man is a greater friend to order than I am ; but I will 
never ſacrifice eſſentials to order, which only merits eſtimation as it is 
productive of eſſential benefit. 


Second Queſtion. 


Objection is made, as It impowers the Prefident to carry with him 
© members of the Board, who ought to act as principals.” 


Sir Robert Fletcher, in the debate, ſaid it was derogatory to the dig- 
nity of a member of the council to act in any ſubordinate capacity. [I 
at that time obſerved, that for my own part I had no ſuch feelings; and 
that I had frequently been an amanuenſis to Lord Pigot, without feeling 


my dignity as a Counſellor hurt ; and that although I had no reaſon to 


ſuppoſe Lord Pigot had any intention of carrying me with him to Tanjore, 
I would certainly be very ready to give him any affiſtance in my power, 
at all times and places; but that I would only aſſent to the queſtion, in 
caſe it was underſtood that ſuch perſons ſhould not be joined! in authority 
with the Preſident. g 


Third | 


Mr. Mackay, 
Mr. Jourdan, 


er. 


D. 


Mr. Mackay. 


er. 


E. 


Sir R. Fletch- 


Sir R. Fletch - 


- 
— ——— ——— dN — — 


( 366 ) 


Third Queſtion, 


By the Commiſſion of Government, the authority of this Government 
extends not only to Fort St. George, but to every Fort, Factory, and Set- 
tlement, within any of the Territories ſubject to this Preſidency. 


Mr. Mackay. It ſeems therefore ridiculous, if the Board determine the Prefident's pre- 
— ſence to be neceſſary at any particular place within the juriſdiction of his 
F. Government, to ſay, that he ſhould be at ſuch * in an inferior capacity 


to other ſervants of the Company. 


Mr. Jourdan 3 himſelf, by confining the authority of the Glover- 
A. dor to ſuch places, as any civil ſervants of the Company now exerciſe mi- 
litary authority, but that this authority would not extend to other places. 


If it be admitted, that the authority of the Governor and Council 
extends to Tanjore, &c. it ſeems to be a natural inference, that the 
authority of the Governor, when on the ſpot, muſt exiſt as far as the 
ſaid authority extends. ä 


It is true . ee of the Governor's authority is properly limited 
to the Company's ſervants and affairs at ſuch place, but the authority 
of the Prefident and Council is limited in hike manner, and in neither 
can be minutely defined; but wherever the Preſident has authority, it 
ſurely muſt be admitted, he cannot by Bis preſence forfeit that authority. 


Mr. Mackay. Tt is alledged, that by the means of the Prefident's Body Guard, a ma- 
. Jority of the Council may put every part of the army under his command. 


That 
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That the Preſident, with a majority of the Council, may ſupercede any 
of the military regulations, is very true, becauſe there is ſuch an autho- 


rity veſted in them by thoſe regulations; but there is no reaſon to ſup- : 


poſe the Preſident would be inclined to leave the prefidency without 
very ſufficient reaſon; nor that the majority of the Council would con- 
ſent to unneceſſary abſence from his Chief Truſt. 


Mr. Mackay mentions, that the military arrangements in the Tanjote 
Country required the preſence of the Commander in Chief; In reply, 
it is ſufficient to ſay, Lord Pigot expreſſed a with, that Sir Robert 


Fletcher would accompany him to Tanjore. 


* 


| Obſervations on the Diſſents on the Reſolution of Council, 29th May, 1776. 
Ma. MACKAY's difſent, vide my Minute, 10 June, paragraph 11. 
Any part of the crop being cut, owing to the Nabob's non compli- 

ance with the Company's orders, and whole not cut down, and therefore 

orders not good. | | 
Spirit of the Company's orders for Nabob to have his expenſes only, 


Becauſe the Company could not ſuppoſe any ſuch, 


B. 


C. 
B. 


Vide publick Advertiſement, 3d Nov. 1769, in conſultation, ſigned E. 


by Mr. Mackay. 


Orders as proper now as ever. Public difficulties and hindrance of 
Company's buſineſs notorious. 


41 AQ 


F. 


I. 
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Act of Parliament does not ſuperſede any order. 
The Company does not entirely agree with Mr. Mackay. 
Mr. JOURDAN's Diſſent. 


Query. What crops on the ground when orders granted; the laſt in, 
November the firſt in. 2 291) | 


Not the fact; money lent on bond and aſſignments of countries ſubſequent, 


State of affairs in that reſpect not changed, always profitable to the 
kender and to the native, but perplexing to the company. 


The Company's expreſs orders, the creditors ſhall have no intercourſe 
but through the Prefident and Council; and no perſon but the Preſident 


to have any correſpondence with the nme Government; vide letter 
of 224 March, 1771, paragraph 2. 


Dutch payment only appears as a bill of exchange without reproof ; no 
revocative of orders; particularly as Mr. Benficld's Letter 3d September 
fo ftrong. 

Vide Company's orders, and Mr. Benfield's letter, 3d Sept. 1773. 


Q. When, where, and by whom? Mr. Benfield has charged the Com- 
pany's ſepoys; but when called upon for particular charge has not made 
any. | | 


| Becauſe Mr. Benfield did it before his return. 


Obſervations 
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Obſervations on Sir Robert Fletcher's Difſent on the Reſolution of Council, 


29th May, 1776. 


Mr. Benfield has a claim upon us, a right to our ſupport, if the obſtruc- 
tions he meets with ariſe from allt committed by authority of this Go- 
vernment, and if by the authority of the Rajab himſelf, after his reſtora- 
tion, reaſon to expeit all the affiftance our influence can give him. 


One would naturally infer from hence, that the nature of Mr. Ben- 
field's complaints muſt have been inveſtigated before any reſolution was 
taken in his behalf; but on the contrary, Mr. Benfield has given in no 
particular charge againſt either the Rajah's officers or the Company s, ſo 
that we are ignorant by what authority the ads have been committed, and 
indeed whether any have been committed that 2 8 


The di. find ideas annexed to our ſuppert and all the aſſiſtance our in- 
Alvence can give, I muſt leave to more acute penetration than mine. 


Sir Robert Fletcher continues. In the l latter caſe we ſhould explain to 
c the Rajah the univerſal law of nation 3, by which it is implied that the 


& in dividual is ſtill to be protected in bis rights, though the hands of 


government are changed.” 


What is meant by the «niver/al law of nations I cannot divine. The 


law of nations is the dictates of common ſenſe and common juſtice ; 


one of the pofitions here laid down, that a country is /iable to the 
aſſignment of its former government, is incompatible with either. 


In this preſent caſe the aſſignments are equivalent to almoſt two 
years entire revenues of the 1 country; and on theſe principles the 
aſfignments 


A. 


1 
| 
| 

| 
| 
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aſlfignments might as well have been to the amount of 20 or 200 years 
revenue as to the amount of 7s. | 


The law of nations is a very vague line to decide matters of property ; 
and indeed does not with any propriety extend ſo far; but where there 
are no ſperial capitulations, every man's claims muſt be decided by the 
eſtabliſhed government of the country; and ſo far were theſe princi- 
ples, here pretended, to be the univerſal law of nations, from actuating the 
Nabob, that even the jewels were taken from the Rajah's women ; and it 
has been reported (I do not know by what authority) that theſe very 
jewels have been pledged by the Nabob as a collateral ſecurity ; and 
whatever private motives, or engagements, may have induced the Na- 
bob to pay the European claims where he got poſſeſſion of Tanjore, the 
Company's records ſhew, that he paid no attention to the private property 
of the inhabitants. On our return from Tanjore, befides 420 fine Guzerat 
Cows, many Elephants, &c. belonging to the Rajah, we ſaw a great num- 
ber of cattle which had been brought away from the Tanjore country. 
Capt. Povery's letter (mentioned in Lord Pigot's Diary) alſo teſtifies that 
the Haccaries, &c. of the Tanjore people were ſent away by the Nabob, 
and the whole country bears the marks of the unrelenting hand of rapa- 
cious devaſtations 


It is notorious, that when the hands of government are changed, the 
engagement of a former government to individuals are not implied to be 
ſecure ; and it is ſcarcely neceſſary to confirm this by obſerving, that it is 
commonly underſtood that the National Debt was a political ſtroke at 
the Revolution, to intereſt the public in ſupport of the new eſtabliſhed 
government. | | 


I have read many authors on the law of nations, but I never found the 
univerſal law Sir Rober Fletcher refers to. | 


— 


The 


( 


The part the Government have taken, in changing the government B. 


« of the Tanjore country would make them anxious, &c.“ 


Here is a falſe aſſumption. That the government of the Tanjore 
country has been changed by the Company's orders to reſtore the Rajah;” 


but the truth is this, the Engliſh were guarantees to preſerve the Ra- 
jah, in his government; but the Nabob, with the aſſiſtance of the Com- 
pany's troops, having in violation of that guarantee got poſſeſſion of 
Tanjore ; the Company direct, that the country be reſtored to the Ra- 
jah, and the ſpirit of the Company's orders certainly is, that the Nabob 
| ſhould not profit by this act of his injuſtice to the Rajah, although they 
deſpair of, being able to obtain an account of his receipts and diſburſe- 


ments, by which they would be enabled to form a competent judge- - 


ment. 


In addition to what is-ſaid, paragraph 24 of minute roth June, it may 


be obſerved, that without a full expoſition of the nature and dates of 


the various orders, it is highly improper at any rate to interfere in Mr. 
Benfield's behalf, as that influence. may be exerted to the injury of other 
claimants, who may have. a right of preference, and certainly have at 
| leaſt an equal right to ſhare. 


be ſuppoſe by loans advanced, is meant the money lent by Mr. Benfield 
to.the Nabob ; but as before obſerved, theſe loans were not on the crops, 
but on bond, and the aſſignment of the crops a ſubſequent tranſaction. 


The poſition being erroneous, it will be unneceſſary to examine the in- 


ferences. - 


The Nabob, it is true, gave in general deſcriptions of his heavy ex- - 


pences, but he abſolutely refuſed to ſpecify particulars; and the Dob- 


beer declared he had received ſo large a ſum as 40 Laks nearly, beſides 
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the plunder, which muſt. ſurely be conſidered as more than adequate to 


private family, and all the principal inhabitants in the whole country 
on the reſtoration muſt be very great; and nothing can better ſhew the 
unbecoming manner in which the Nabob kept him, than his being (as 
Sir Robert Fletcher has repreſented) under the neceſſity to apply to him 
for the loan of ſome money to defray the funeral charges of a relation; 
and although I think it would have been more proper in ſuch a ſitua- 
his neceſſities ; charity, as the ſcripture fays, covers a multitude of 
fins. | 


ther Sir Robert Fletcher, nor any other perſon made ſuch a propofition, 


to carry the Company's orders into effect; nor has Sir Robert Fletcher 


ment. There is great reaſon to believe that the Nabob is already 
and proper, will unqueſtionably be ſettled equitably, if we judge from 


perty made whilſt Lord Pigot was at Tanjore. 
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to all his expences 


The King of Tanjore being left without even the neceſſaries for a 


being diſtreſſed and plundered, the unavoidable expenſe to the Rajah 


tion for the company, than for any individuals to have adminiſtered to 


It is ſomewhat extraordinary to ſee this poſt- facto obſervation. Nei- 
before the board. refolved, that the Preſident ſhould proceed to Tanjore 
made any ſuch propoſition in his minute of the beginning of March. 


This is begging the queſtion. There is no reaſon to ſuppoſe the ruin 
of individuals will enſue from the eſtabliſhment of the Rajah's govern- 


amply recompenſed for all his expenſes, and therefore there can be no 
pretence for ſaddling the Rajah with his order. Private claims, if juſt 


the readineſs with which the Rajah complied with Major Martinz's 
repreſentation, which were the only complaints concerning private pro- 


That 
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That the orders in Queen Ann's days are till in force, and have been 
frequently confirmed, ſeems clearly proven by the extracts added to my 


minute, 10 June. The late Act of Parliament, ſo far from ſuperceeding, 


confirms all former regulations not expreſsly revoked. 


Before Lord Pigot proceeded to Tanjore, his Lordſhip mentioned to 
the Board, that he was told the Nabob had given orders on the Tanjore 
country, to the amount of almoſt 20 Lacks of Pagodas ; but that he had 
been unable 'to prevail on his Highneſs to give him an authentic ac- 
count. The matter being only on rumour, never came officially before 
the board, nor was a word faid of it when the reſolutions of 25 March 
were taken; but when Sir Robert Fletcher at the ſubſequent conſultation 
gave in his diſſent, the Tankars * were there mentioned, as one reaſon 


for that diſſent. I objected to this, as being directly contrary to all order 


to inſert in a diſſent neu matter; a diflent being to be underſtood only as 
a clear ſtatement of the objections made in debate, becauſe a reſolution 
is taken on what is en before the Board, and might have been very 
different had either circumſtances of conſideration been introduced. At 
the ſame time I declared, that I could not think common report was a 
ſufficient ground for bringing in a matter to the deliberation of the 
board, and I know only from report there were Tankars. Sir Robert 
Fletcher by the advice of ſome of his friends withdrew this part of his 
diſſent, and the matter of the Tankars was not introduced, in any 
other form to the confideration of the board before our departure for 
Tanjore. 


Sir Robert Fletcher concludes his diſſent by declaring himſelf in no 
manner acceſſary to the meaſure, either of olſtructing or ſuperceding the 
claims of any private property whatſoever in Tanjore country, and that 
therefore he ſtands legally acquitted of all conſequences that the Company 
or their Agents may be ſubjected to by this meaſure. 


* Aſhgnments, or orders for money. 
Having 
8 


ther in the words, nor the ſubſtance of the objections made by any of 
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Having thus exonerated himſelf from the charge; it muſt be left 


to Sir Robert Fletcher to explain his motives, for again taking» fo 
active a Pure in the buſineſs. 


Obſervations on the minute of the majority delivered in the 1 17th 
June, 1776. 


When Lord Pigot laid. the draught of the general letter. per Anker- 
wyke before the Board, the plan ſtood in. his name; ſome of the 
members defired that it might be explained in the name of the Council, 
that all might have their ſhare of the credit; but no-one ever mentioned 
at that time that this was- a plan already recommended to the Court of 
Directors; and the minute now referred to was the firſt intimation J 
ever received of ſuch a plan having been ſent home. 


It is ſcarcely neceſſary to ſay, that waat appears in the majority's 
minute as a quotation, by being marked with inverted. commas, is nei- 


the minority. No one ever dreamt, that Adjudging the crop to be the 
© Nabet's was impreper,. becauſe Mr. Benfield's claims were not warranted 
c by the Campany's orders; But it was improper, becauſe the Nabab 
ought to. have complied with the Company's orders. by the Grenville ; 
and if he had done ſo, the Rajah would have been in full poſſeſſion 
before any crop was reaped ; and by the Dobbeer's memorandum, it 
appears that the enormities of the Nabob's Tankadars drove. the in- 
habitants from their homes to the general detrement of the country“. 


My extract from the letter of 10th April 1771, contained all that I 
thought relative to the matter; and ſo far from garbling the paragraphs, 
I inſerted the motives the Company aſſigned; at the ſame time, I think 
orders do not require ſuch a recital, as an order is generally binding, 
although the — caſe for which the order was made may not again 

exactly 
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exactly occur. I do not know what is meant by © Theſe orders not be- 
ing before communicated to the Board; the Company's orders are 
open to every Member of the Council. 


The Company's lenity and indulgence cannot fairly be conſidered as 
a revocation of their orders; I have already obſerved, that the Company's 

paſſing over without reproof Mr. Benfield's connection with the country 
government concerning the' Dutch bills, was not, in my opinion, an 
approbation of his conduct: The Company may undoubtedly paſs over 
without puniſhment a breach of their orders from various motives, and 
Mr. Benfield's letter of 3d September 1773, avowing his obedience to 

their orders might operate with the Company in his behalf. In regard 
to the preſident (Mr. Wyach's) minute on that occaſion quoted by the 
majority, I muſt beg leave to ſay, that I have been told it was introduced 
by way of exculpation, in conſequence of ſome members of the Board 
having taken notice that Mr. Benfield's name there had an odd ap- 
pearance. | | | 


Although the late Act of Parliament Expreſsly reſtrains the rate 
64 of intereſt only, and does not except to the condition of the borrower;“ 
the act does not ſuperſede the orders and regulations of the Company, 
but on the contrary, it generally confirms ſuch as are not ſpecially ſet 
aſide. | 5 


In explanation of my remark, © That the Marattas may take a part,” 
think it not amiſs to obſerve, that it is reported, when application was 
made at Poonah in behalf of the Nabob, the Maratta replied, © That if 
the Nabob ſent his Vackeel to Poonah to ſettle the Tanjore bufineſs, 
then he might tell what he wanted ;” and would not let his name ſtand 


in the treaty ; though nothing more was aſked than to have him men- 


toned as an old friend and ally to the Engliſh, 
| 4 * The 


2 


K. 
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The majority in their minute, declare they & Mean not to do more 
ce than recommend to the Rajah to ſee that juſtice be done, leaving the 
«© manner and time to himſelf, and have not an idea that his government 
cc ought to go further without orders from our ſuperiors.” They add, 
ce they never meant that the Rajah, or country, ſhould be accountable 
ce for more than the Government's ſhare of the crop, whatever that might 
© be; and from the Preſident's report of the Dobbeer's information, it 
ce was only about three Lacks of Pagodas.“ 


If the letter reſolved to be written in Mr. Benfield's behalf has any 


effect, does not that virtually deprive other claimants of their ſhare of 


the three lacks? for Mr. Benfield's claim being for a larger ſum, if he 
receives theſe three Lacks there will remain nothing for the others ; and 
we may then be told, that this preference in behalf of Mr. Benfield was 
illegal influence, and new claims be raiſed on that account. 


Concerning the accounts, I ſhall not pretend to decide, whether the 
information Lord Pigot received in the Tanjore country, or the under- 
ſtanding of the majority is moſt to be relied on. I ſhall only ſay, 
that Colonel Harper informed me, ſome time after our troops were in 
Tanjore, Nazeet Cawn's (the Nabob's Killedar) family, and the accounts 
which had been carried away were brought back, which raiſed the greateſt 
apprehenſions in the Rajah, who ſent for Colonel Harper, and expreſſed 
his fears that the Nabob had bought off the Adminiſtration here; . 
mention this to ſhew how very cautious we ought to be in giving riſe 
to any apprehenſions in the Rajah, who, unleſs his confidence in the 
Company is preſerved, will — turn his eyes to the Marattas 
as his natural ſupport. | 


What the evils were which would have fallen on the Company, had the 


reſolution been confirmed, That che Nabob's aſſignments were inad- 
« miſſible, 
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ct miſhble,” I neither know nor can imagine; as a member of Govern- 


ment, I think myſelf. bound to act for the political intereſt and honor of 
the public; and apprehenſions of law ſuits, either to the Company or 


myſelf, ſhall never influence me; and if the Company ſhould think the | 


claims made on the Tanjore country, are juſt and proper (which I am 
convinced they will not) the influence of the Company's Government 
might then be uſed with leſs danger and ſome propriety ; but after the 


fignal inſtance of public juſtice, ſo acceptable to the power and natives of 


India in general, and ſo honourable to the nation, I think this Govern- 
ment is not warranted in taking any ſtep which may in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree affect thoſe ſalutary meaſures. ; 


AT A CONSULTATION, 8th July 1776, 
P R E BN TY" 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident. 


George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher 
; | Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruffell Alexander Dalrymple 
Charles Floyer J. M. Stone 
Archdale Palmer Francis Jourdan 


George Mackay, 


<< «+ - 


Monday 8, 
July, 
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The minutes of Taft conſultation read and approved. 


er 


sir Robert Sir Robert Fletcher defires that his motion entered in conſultation 24th 


NS: ultimo, for -teſcinding the reſolution of the 17th ultimo, on the preſident's 


motion may 2nd queſtion, about members of the Board not viſiting or receiving meſ- 


be confider- 
ed. ages from the N abob or his ſons, may n now e un into on, 


Obſerrations The Preſident obſerve es, that the reſolution of Council the 17th ultimo, 
— Lon that members of the Board thould nöt viſit or receive meſſages from 


CN to the Nabob or his ſons, was grounded on the reaſons which are given in 


queſtion, and his minute preceeding that motion, 
remarking 
the impropri- 


2 = _ That it is true, he had, at the deſire of Mr. Brooke, given his conſent 
ering 

reſeinding at to the recbnſideration of the reſolution 2gth of May, on the N abob 
a ſuccecins and Mr, Benficld's claims on the Tanjore country, becauſe that pri- 


the rejoluti- vate property was then concerned; but as no ſuch matter was effected 


the d 
ma dy NI by the reſolution of the 17th June, and becauſe the reſcinding ſuch re- 


ſolutio. wopld only increate the difficulties he has found in conducting 
the buſineſs of the Company with the Nabob, he now declares, that he 
never will give his conſent to. the queſtion of Sir Robert Fletcher being 
put. The Preſident at the ſame time obſerves to the Board, that he is 
certain of acting on this occaſion with perfect conſiſtency; that during the 
many years he has been in the ſervice, he has always known the buſineſs 
of the Board to originate with the Preſident, Who is undoubtedly the 
propereſt perſon to lay before them fuch ſubjects as may require their 
conſideration, That making reſolutions one day, and reconſidering and 
reſcending them the next, can be productive of no good conſequences to 
the Company's affairs ; but on the contrary, ſtamp the meaſures of Go- 
vernment with ſuch an air of fickleneſs, as muſt in the end be highly de- 
ente to them. 
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Sir Robert Fletcher then deſires, as the debate the Board are now 


entering into is of a moſt important nature, that the Secretary be 


ordered to take down every thing that paſſes on this ſubject. 


The commiſſion of government to the Right Honourable Lord 
Pigot and the preſent Council is now read. 


Sir Robert Fletcher deſires it may be recorded, that Mr. Dalrymple, 


on the commiſſion of government being read, declares it to be his 
opinion, that no reſolution of a majority of the Board is an act of 
government, unleſs the Governor ſhall concur therein. 


The words deſired to be recorded by Sir Robert Fletcher, are not 


mine; whenever a full explanation of my ſentiments is required, I 


ſhall not be wanting to give that explanation. 


The Preſident refuſing to put the queſtion propoſed by Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, for reſcinding the Preſident's ſecond motion, entered 
in conſultation the 17th of June, regarding the members of Council 
not viſiting the Nabob or his ſons; Meſſrs. Mackay, Jourdan, Palmer, 
and Sir Robert Fletcher, think it incumbent on them to declare their 
opinion, that the Preſident ought not to refuſe putting the queſtion, 
and that the reſolution ought to be reſcinded, 


I am of opinion, that any queſtion propoſed by the members of 
this government ſhould be put, provided the doing ſo ſhould be the 
ſenſe of the majority of them. The majority of the Board now ex- 
preſs their right to have the preſent queſtion put, but the Preſident 
refuſes ſo to do; for which reaſon I think it incumbent on me to de- 

liver my .opinion upon the queſtion propoſed, which is, that the 
_ reſolution not to viſit, or receive viſits from the Nabob or his ſons, 
ſhould be reſcinded; as there oh 6s not to be any ſuch ſtanding order 
the records. 
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The preſent queſtion being a motion for reſeinding the reſolution 
of the Board, by a member who gave. his vote in the negative, ] 
think cannot with any propriety be put, becauſe it would authorize 
any member in the minority to obſtruct the public bulineſs, by re- 
peatedly agitating a n and confining the time of the Board 


to that point. 


I gave my aſſent to our Preſident's ſecond motion of the 15th 
June, for reſtraining viſits to the Nabob and his ſons by the mem- 
bers of this Council, becauſe I believed it to be well founded on the 
Company's orders as therein expreſſed ; but having ſince examined 


the records, I cannot find any that extend to the meaning put en 


them in that motion; and that I may not appear to act inconſiſt- 
ently with the opinion I gave in April, 1775, I beg leave to remark, 
that the circumſtances were then entirely different ; the Nabob having 
an intention to place his ſecond ſon in the government of the Fort 
and Country of Tanjore, which was thought to be prejudicial to the 
Company's intereſt; and becauſe ſome of the members of Council 
were ſaid to hold frequent conferences with the Nabob and his ſe- 
cond ſon, and believed to ſupport them in that meaſure: I am 
therefore of opinion, that the Preſident, by the conſtitution of the 
ſervice, ought not to refuſe to put the queſtion of Sir Robert F letcher, 


and that the reſolution ſhould be reſcinded. 


It gives me the greateſt concern, that the Right Honourable the 
Preſident ſhould refuſe putting the queſtion propoſed by Sir Robert 


Fletcher in Council the 24th of June, as it lays me under the 


neceſſity to declare it as my opinion, that he cannot, agreeable to 
the conſtitution of the ſervice, refuſe putting this or any other queſ- 
tion propoſed by any member of this Board; and the queſtion being 
before the Board, I think it incumbent on me to declare, that J 
think the reſolution propoſed ſhould be reſcinded, 


The Preſident here delares, that from the conſtitution of the ſer- 
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tion at the Board; that he has ever known that right veſted ſolely in the 
Preſident, who muſt always be ſuppoſed the beſt judge of what 
queſtions are, and are not fit for the benefit of the Company's affairs ; 
and who, if a queſtion ſhould be propoſed, which to him ſhould ap- 
pear productive of bad conſequences, has an undoubted right to pre- 
vent the 1 8 being put. 


Mr. Dalrymple now delivers in the following minute. 


iſt, Sir Robert Fletcher having on the 24th of June given in his 
remarks on my minute of the 10th, it is neceſſary for me to * 
notice of ſome parts of theſe remarks. | 


2d, Sir Robert Fletcher calls upon me to explain what I mean 
by deluſive promiſes and profeſſions from - Chepauk, Has Sir Robert 
Fletcher forgot, that the Preſident from time to time ' repeatedly de- 
clared to the Board, from what the Nabob's ſons ſaid to him, 
that their father would give his conſent; and that his Lordſhip in- 


formed the Council, he was promiſed a letter to that effect from the 


Nabob himſelf, who at laſt alledged it was a miſtake of Mr. Cham- 
bers, the Interpreter; but Mr, Chambers very ſufficiently convinced 
me it was not his miſtake ? 


3d. Sir Robert alſo ſeems to forget, that he very lately told the 
Board, that during Lord Pigot's abſence at Tanjore, on a report that 
he (Sir Robert) dabbled in Durbar politicks, he had carried Captain 
Rumley and Lieutenant Mackay to the Nabob, who declared in 
their preſence, © Sir Robert never had any converſation with him on 
political affairs,” How Sir Robert, ſpeaking of the Nabob's de- 
* claration, that he would never give up the Country, favs 
thete words, J am ſure thoſe correſpond entirely with what the 
* Nabob ſaid to me, when I adviſed him to follow the line of the 
* Company's orders; I am ready to bring evidence to the Board, that 
es invariably held the ſame language with others,” 


ath. 
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4th. Sir Robert alſo forgets, that my minute of roth of June, 
mentions the latter end of February, as the time when precipitancy was 
objected to, and therefore it mult refer to the Country, and not to 
the Fort, as the Company's troops garriſon'd Tanjore the gth of 


February; vide alſo Sir Robert's ozon minute F, where he ſays the 


preſent ſituation of the Rajah of Tanjore appears to be inconſiſtent 
with our orders from England by the Grenville. 


sth. Sir Robert obſerves, I lay great ſtreſs on the unanimous con- 


ſent of the Board, that it was proper and neceſſary for the Preſident to 


go to Tanjore; he ſays, © With himſelf be thought that meaſure nei- 
<« ther proper or neceſſary, as will appear from a minute which he 
had prepared in the beginning of March, and had ſhewn to the 
« Preſident and other members long before the 25th.” 


6th. This hive I never ſaw before, and therefore I muſt have been 
a conjuror to have known Sir Robert had ſuch ſentiments in the 


beginning of March, from what paſſed in Council the 25th; when 


it was (as I repreſented) unanimouſiy reſolved, That it was proper and 


neceſſary «© for the Preſident to go to Tanjore, For the reaſons ſet 


« forth in his minute.” It is true, Sir Robert in his diſſent to 
that day's conſultation, ſays, He aſſented to this reſolution, that it 
« was pri per and neceſſary for the Preſident to go to Tanjore, for the 
“ reaſons ſet forth in his minute, upon the idea that more members 
* of the Council, would, upon a ſubſequent motion, be joined with 
the Preſident, under expreſs and particular. inſtructions ſigned by 
* the Board.” 


7, In the minute Sir Robert Fletcher has now brought to light, 
he fays, Had the Nabob complied with our deſire of putting his 
4 troops under our management, &c. a deputation from the Board 
« might have been neceſſary; but ſince the Nabob declines to follow 
the advice given him, &c. I think it altogether unneceſſary to ſend 


* any depatation to Tanjore.“ | 
8. Sir 


. 3385): 


8. Sir Robert ſays, © Such was his opinion; but when the report 


« had ſpread all over the Country, that the Preſident would certainly 
« go to Tanjore, that he had actually poſted Palankeen boys on the 
« road, &c. He did not chuſe to thwart his Lordſhip, in a meaſure 
« which he ſeemed reſolved upon, and for this reaſon only, he agreed to 
ce the Preſident's motion for going.” This reaſon is not the one ſet 
« forth in the Preſident's minute, nor aſſigned by Sir Robert in his diſſent. 


9. To reconcile the ſeeming inconſiſtencies here, is a taſk too much 
for me; however I muſt add, that by Sir Robert's minute of March, 
he propoſes no ſtipulation in behalf of the Nabob or his creditors, 
previous to the Rajah's reſtoration; and that the whole execution of 
the important orders by the Grenville, which was thought too much 
to be entruſted to the Pre/ident alone, and all the negotiations Sir 
Robert propoſes in that minute, were to be committed by this Board 


to the military officer commanding there. Such a ſtride in favour of the 


military might appear extraordinary, even in a Commander in Chief, 
if it was not known that this Commander in Chief, has without the 


knowledge of the Council, a very few days after our troops entered 


Tanjore, ſent his baggage taither ; ſo that by the military officer's com- 


mancding there, to whom the power of negotiating and ſettling every 


thing was to be entruſted, Sir Robert meant himſelf, 


1 To what Sir Robert ſays of his imagining © Captain M'Kenzie's 


battalion marched to the Southward, merely as an eſcort to Lord Pigot, 
and that he did not obſerve the reſolution as it ſtands, till late in 
May. I can only remark, that one would have ſuppoſed a conſultation 
ot ſo much conſequence, on meaſures which Sir Robert diſapproved, 
would have been conſidered with more attention. 


11, No inference was ever drawn from the reſolution of 25th of 
March, or from that of 2gth of May, that the Rajah ſhould be 
enabled tocollect, as bis Revenues, what was private property of another; 
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it was only aſſerted, that the orders to Captain M'Kenzie were con- 


formable to the reſolution of the 25th of March, and that thoſe 
orders did not give. any authority to ſeize private property. 


12. Sr Robert 3 As the minutes are to go to Bengal, ſe- 
veral paragraphs from the Company's records ; and as Sir Robert 
expreſſes his fears that he went too far, in giving his aſſent to a 
paragraph in the public letter per Ankerwyke, I hope he will thank 
me for removing thoſe fears, by the following extract of a letter 
from the Court of Dircctors, roth of April, 1771. | 


Par. 22th, © In our letter to you of zoth November laſt, Par. 


16, 17, We directed that you ſhould on no account withdraw our 


{© troops from the fortreſſes which they garriſon in the Carnatic. 


On the matureſt deliberation, we ſee the greateſt reaſon not only 


to enforce- our ſaid orders, but to fignify to you our expreſs diſ- 
e approbation of the promiſe which you have made to the Nabob, 
and to iſſue our poſitive inſtructions, that you do not, at any 
<« future time, give the Nabob the leaſt reaſon to expect that ſuch 
a meaſure can poſſibly take place. The Nabob himſelf deſired 
— proper number of his Sepoys might be taken into the Com- 
«& pany's ſervice, put under our officers, and diſciplined like the reſt 
* of our troops; that the expence thereof ſhould be defrayed by 
„ himſelf, and that if the Company would agree thereto, and give 
« ſtrict orders that our officers ſhould not interfere in the affairs of 
* his revenue, he would diſmiſs all the troops he kept in the /aid 

* Cuntries, and depend on us alone for n. the tranquility of 
« the Carnatic.” 


13. We cannot but view ſuch a 3 of the Nabob, and a com- 
& pliance therewith on our part, to be as binding, all circumſtances 
& conſidered, as though the con itions were ſtipu ated by a formal treaty ; 
and therefore, unleſs the Nabob can urge with propriety (which we 
hope is not the caſe) that our military officers have improperly inter- 
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« fered in the buſineſs of his revenues, We cannot conceive that he has 


even a right to expect us to recede from our part of the agreement.” 


13. I leave Sir Robert to define the limits between force, in any ſenſe 
of the word, which we muſt not uſe with the Nabob, and our right to 
interfere with a degree of authority to remonſtrate, demand and require, 
which he is pleaſed to eſtabliſh, as indiſputably lodged with the Com- 
pany's government; I ſhall only aſk, if the Nabob pays no attention 
to remonſtrances, demands and requifitions, what is to follow? 


Sir Robert Fletcher informs the Board, that as it appears to him, that 
Mr. Dalrymple's minute, now delivered in, can only tend to perplex the 
readei, he thinks it does not merit any anſwer from him. 


AT A CONSULTATION, gth July, 1776. 
PRESE N I. 


As before. 


Sir Robert Fletcher adds to what he ſaid at the Conſultation of yeſter- 
day, upon the reading of Mr. Dalrymple's minute, That what Mr. 
« Dalrymple has aſſerted, with reſpe& to the Nabob, Sir Robert 
Fletcher, Captain Rumley and Lieutenant George Mackay, is not 
© matter of fact.“ 


Upon which Mr. Dalrymple remarks, that having introduced the 
Name of Lieutenant Mackay, he underſtands he made in that a miſtake, 
as Captain Rumley's name only was mentioned. In other reſpects, he 
knows of no miſtake committed in that minute, 8 
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| Minute delivered in by Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, M :frs. 
Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, on Tueſday gth 


July, 1756. ; 


The Preſident having, at two former Conſultations, aſſerted a right 
to adjourn the Council, contrary to the opinion of the majority of the 
Board ; having, in the civil department, refuſed to put a previous 
queſtion (which was moved) although deſired by many of the Board, 
who had not had time to conſider of the propoſition laid before them; 
having yeſterday refuſed to put a queſtion regularly moved, for reſcind- 
ing a former reſolution of Council; and having aſſerted, that a reſolu- 
tion of the majority of the Board cannot be carried into execution with- 
out his concurrence, in the latter of which he was ſupported by Mr. 
Dalrymple; we think it incumbent upon us to expreſs the aſtoniſh- 
ment, as well as concern, we feel at hearing ſuch doctrines from the 
Preſident; to declare, in the Rrongeſt terms, that ſuch claims are incom- 
patible with the rights of the other Members of this Government, and 
that many dangerous confequences might enſue from the admiſſion of ſuch 
unconſtitutional, and we are ſorry to ſay, arbitrary opinions. We know 


* that the Government is veſted in a majority of the Board, and that that 


majority. may exiſt whether the Preſident be of it or not. Duty to our 
Maſters and to our country, regard to thoſe who are placed under this 
Government, and our own honour, require that we ſhould never give 
up any rights intruſted to us by the conſtitution, We know our rights, 
but we ſincerely hope never to be driven to the painful neceſſity of 

exerting them. It will on this occaſion, we hope, ſuffice, that the 
opinions of the majority of the Board being for reſcinding the reſolu- 


tion upon the ſecond motion of the Preſident of the 1th June, the 


ſame is legally, though not in the uſual form, reſcinded, 


Mr. Dalrymple thinks this a proper occaſion to obſerve, that from a 
careful perulal of the Company's Commiſſion of Government, he finds 
that the Council are appointed the better to enable the Governor to 
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manage the affairs of the Company; that he therefore cannot think the 


Council were, either by the letter or ſpirit of that Commiſſion, intend- 


ed to manage the Company's affairs without the Governor, 


Letter from Colonel Stuart to the Commander in Chief, entered in 
Conſultation the 25th ultimo, and then ordered to lie upon the table, 
is now taken iuto conſideration, 


Sir Robert Fletcher, for the reaſons aſſigned in Colonel Stuart's 
letter, and becauſe he wiſhes to have Colonel Stuart's ſentiments upon 
the ſtate of the fort and country of Tanjore, with reſpect to their de- 
fence, particularly at a time when there is intelligence of armaments 
coming from France, recommends that he be appointed to the com- 
mand ot rer 0 


Whereupon Mr. Dalrymple addreſſes himſelt to the Board as 
followeth; 


Colonel Stuart's Letter ſays, That according tot he beſt information 
he is able to obtain reſpecting the importance of the ſeveral military 
“ poſts or commands, &c. It ſeems that the command of the troops in 
« the fort and garriſon of Tanjore, with the dependencies in that coun- 
try, where the Company have ſo lately acquired influence, is on 
every account, at this criſis, the moſt important of any under this 
* Preſidency;” and on this he alledges, that according to the general 
practice or courſe of military ſervice, the moſt reſponſible command does, 


by the rank he holds, belong to him, in caſe the Commander in Chief 
does not occupy that poſt, 


Colonel Stuart was appointed to Vellore to ſucceed Colonel Lang, 
who had been called down to Madras; and inſtead of proceeding forth- 


with to his command in the ſpirit of military ſervice, he lays in aclaim 
to 
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to a different command; alledging, that his rank entitles him to the 
moſt reſponſible command, and then determines for himſelf what is the 
moſt reſponſible command; a point on which he has no right to deliberate, 


On Colonel Stuart's arrival, Colonel Lang commanded the firſt re- 
giment, whereof one battalion. was ſtationed at Vellore, from which 
garriſon Colonel Lang had been called down to Fort St. George on 
Lord Pigot's arrival, and the vacancy at Vellore was not filled up; the 
other battalion was ſtationed to the ſouthward, ſeven companies at Tri- 
chinopoly, and only three companies at Tanjore—Colonel Stuart made 
choice of this regiment, | | 


The Commander in Chief recommended, with great propriety, that 
Colonel Stuart ſhould be appointed to Vellore, as the greateſt body of 
his regiment was there, and as that garriſon only was vacant, The Pre- 
ſident at that time informed the Board, that Colonel Stuart had ex- 
preſſed a wiſh to go to the ſouthward ; I very heartily concurred with 
the Commander in Chief, for the ſubſtantial reaſons he aſſigned, as 
did the other Members of the Board, none making any objection, ex- 
cept what the Preſident had ſaid. 


Notwithſtanding this reſolution taken on ſuch good grounds, and 
well conſidered, Colonel Stuart thinks proper to demur, alledging 
Tanjore is a place of moſt importance. | 


That Tanjore is a place of the utmoſt importance, I readily admit; 
but its importance is not military, but political, It is no frontier ; it is 
not expoſed to any attack; the garriſon is only one hundred and eighty- 
four Europeans, fourteen artillery included ; and although there are 
three battalions of ſeapoys in the Tanjore dominions, two of theſe are 
_ diſperſed over the country in ſmall parties, to protect the Rajab's 
officers in collecting the revenues; and when the Rajah's Government 
is properly eſtabliſhed, the garriſon of Tanjore will not be greater 
than at preſent ; and if ſo many of the Seapoys are kept in the country, 
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it will probably be thought neceſſary to. keep the greater part near 
to he ſea coaſt inſtead of at Tanjore. 


Vellore is garriſoned with 544 Europeans, including 12 Artillery, 
and 1900 Seapoys. Vellore is a frontier place; and if Hyder or the 
Marattas invade the Carnatic, it is on that fide they are to be 
expected. 


Mr. 8 aſſerting in his minute, that when the Rajah's 


government is properly eſtabliſhed, the garriſon of Tanjore will not 
be greater than it 1s at preſent, the Commander in Chief does not 
know by what authority it is that Mr. Dalrymple fo poſitively fixes 
what ſhall be the garriſon of Tanjore ; but it is his (the Commander 
in Chief's opinion) that Mr. Dalrymple's judgement of the garriſon 
of Tanjore 1s extremely erroneous ; and that the garriſon ought to be 
at leaſt one complete battalion of European Infantry, one hundred 
Artillery, and four battalions of Seapoys, according to the preſent 


eſtabliſhment of 1000 each; independent of the garriſons to be 


allotted for the forts dependent upon Tanjore. 


Mr. Dalrymple acquaints the Board, that he has no other authority 
for ſuppoſing what will be the garriſon of Tanjore, than from the 
ſize of the little fort; and is perſuaded, that unleſs the troops are kept 
diſtinct from the Natives, that it will be impoſſible to maintain har- 
mony at Tanjore. | 


The Preſident then lays before the Board the following extract of 
a letter from the Rajah of Tanjore to his Vackeel. 


It is talked here that Colonel Stuart will be ſent to command in 
this place ; you will therefore tell his Lordſhip, that Colonel Harper, 
who commands at preſent, is acquainted with the nature of affairs 
here in ſome degree, wherefore I think it will be better to con- 
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tinue him in the command for the preſent, than to appoint any new 


man, or a ſtranger to this country; you will inform this to his 


Lordſhip. 


| Whereupon the Preſident collects the ſenſe of the Board, as to the 
appointment of Colonel Stuart to the command of Tanjore, as recom- 
mended by Sir Robert Fletcher. 


Mr. Mackay for the appointment. 


Mr. Palmer and Mr. Jourdan. Although we cannot entirely approve 
of officers claiming particular commands, yet the ſame being reſpectfully 


ſet forth, and the Commander in Chief recommending Colonel 


Stuart to be put into the command of Tanjore, we acquieſce therein, 


Mr. Stone. The reaſons urged by Sir Robert Fletcher for 
Colonel Stuart's being ordered to Vellore, when it was propoſed he 
ſhould go to the ſouthward, appeared to me ſo ſatisfactory, that 1 
had no doubt of the propriety of the meaſure, and therefore readily 
concurred therein. I ſee no one reaſon aſſigned in Colonel Stuart's 
letter, which did not exiſt at the time Colonel Stuart was ordered to 
Vellore, and therefore cannot change my opinion. I have no objection 
to his being ordered to proceed to Tanjore or any other place, for the 


| purpoſe of tranſmitting to the Commander in Chief ſuch information 


as may be neceſſary with regard to the ſtate of the fortifications, and 
diſcipline of the troops; but I think it improper that the ſecond in 
command ſhould be fixed where ſo ſmall a part of the troops of his 
brigade are ſtationed, and when by far the moſt conſiderable part of his 
brigade 1s ſtationed at Vellore, a place in my opinion of much more 
importance from its * than Tanjore. 


Mr. Floyer. For the reaſons aſſigned by the Commander in 

Chief, in his minute now before the Board, I am of opinion that 

5 | Colonel. 

* There ſeems an omiſſion in copying this place; ſomething being wanted to ren- 
der the ſenſe complete, 
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Colonel Stuart ſhould be ordered to proceed to the duty recom- 
mended by his Commander in Chief; and that he ſhould conſequeatly, 
as a ſenior officer to Lieut, Col. Harper, take upon him the command of 
the troops in the Fort and Country of Tanjore, at preſent under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, during ſuch ſervice as the 
Commander in Chief has pointed out to be neceſſary ; I am therefore 
for his appointment. 


Mr. Dalrymple. I am againſt the queſtion for the reaſons aligned 
in my minute, to which I muſt add, that appointing Colonel Stuart 
to the command of the garriſon of Tanjore, appears to me to pre- 
clude him from inſpecting the Forts of Trichinopoly, &c. which the 
Commander in Chief, in the preſent ſtate of his own health, declared 
he thought it neceſſary for Colonel Stuart to do; and I think the 


Rajah having requeſted that Colonel Harper be confirmed; the Board 


ought to pay attention to his wiſh. 


Mr. Ruſſell. I aſſented to Colonel Stuart's being appointed to the 
command at Vellore, for the reaſons given by the Commander in 
Chief, which induced me to believe it was the moſt important com- 
mand. I know of no change of circumſtances, and therefore muſt 
abide by that opinion; and therefore am againſt the queſtion. 


Mr. Brooke is for the appointment of Colonel Stuart, becauſe 
Tanjore, a place of great importance, is in a defenceleſs ſtate ; becauſe 
there 1s intelligence of the French ſending armaments this ſeaſon, and 
it becomes neceſſary that we have the ſentiments of the ableſt perſon 
laid before the Board, in order that it may be put into the beſt ſtate 
of defence poſſible ; and more particularly, becauſe the Company have 
appointed him the ſecond in command, and he is recommended by 
Sir Robert Fletcher. 


Mr. Stratton. On the recommendation of the Commander in Chief, 
(which the Company directs that we ſhould always pay due attention 
43+ to) 
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to) I am * opinion that Colonel Stuart ſhould be appointed to tlie 
command of Tanjore; more particularly as the Commander in Chief 
declares in the minute of this day, that the garriſon there ſhould conſiſt | 
of 1 complete Battalion of Europeans, 100 Artillery, and 4 battalions 
of Seapoys ; from which I muſt conclude that he purpoſes recommend- 
ſuch a diſpoſition of the troops, when he lays. this ſubject before the 
Board. 


The Preſident having recommended to the conſideration of the 
Commander in Chief, that the troops at Poonamlee and Vellore ſhould 
be joined in. one body, which the preſent ſtate of affairs ſeems to 
require; the great difficulty in ſupplying proviſions for the troops in 
this part of the country, and the Commander in Chief's health and 
other occupations, which he thinks his indiſpenſible duty, confining 
him to Madras, I am of opinion that Colonel Stuart ſhould continue 
iu the command of Vellore, where the greateſt part of his own regi- 
ment now is; and if ſuch an arrangement as above-mentioned ſhould 
take place, a principal part of our troops will be immediately under 


his eye. 


J join in wiſhes with the Commander in Chief to have Col. Stuart's 
ſentiments upon the ſtate of the fort and the country of Tanjore, with 
reſpect to their defence, as well as upon that of Trichinopoly, &c. 1 
before expreſſed my deſire to have the ſentiments of the Commander in 


Chief upon theſe ſubjects, had his health enabled him to have made 


ſuch a journey; but I entirely diſapprove of the continuance of Col. 


Stuart to the ſouthward; where, after the above ſervices are executed, 


he can be of no ſervice to the Company. I cannot therefore give my 
conſent to his appointment to the command of Tanjore, and the remo- 
val of Col. Harper, who has behaved well and —— both to the 
Rajah and myſelf. 


Carried for the appointment of Col. Stuart, ſeven to four, 
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Mr. Dalrymple in his minute entered in conſultation the 1ſt July, 
having ſaid, „Concerning the accounts, I ſhall not pretend to decide, 
whether the information Lord Pigot received in the 7 ape country, 
or the underſtanding of the majority, are moſt to be relied on. 


In order to clear up this matter, Meſſrs. Stratton, Sir Robert Flet- 
cher, Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, who gave in 
- the minute on which Mr. Dalrymple remarks, think it neceſſary, that 


the Secretary be ordered to write to Mr. Benfield, and Mr, De Souza, 


to deſire them to give the Board all the information they can reſpecting 
the accounts allud d to; and whether they believe thoſe accounts were 
carried away, or left in the country, when the Rajah got poſleſſion of it. 


Mr. Dalrymple remarks to the Board, that, By the underſtanding 
of the Majority, he meant what the majority underſtand.” 


Ordered, That the Secretary do write accordingly to Meſſts. Benfield 


and De Souza, and requeſt them to give the Board every information 
that may come to their knowledge relative to the accounts of the Tan- 
jore country, on the reſtoration of the Rajah. 


10, Conformable-to the minutes of conſultation held yeſterday, the 
following letter is now ſent to Mr. Paul Benfield. 


| _ To Mr. Paul Benfield. 
S-IR, 


I AM directed by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council, to 
requeſt you will without lois of time give them every information that 
may have come to your knowledge, relative to the accounts of the Tan- 
jore country on the reſtoration of the Rajah. 


I am, Sir, 


Fort St. George, 
20th July, 1776. 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


R. J. SULLIVAN, Secretary. 
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And the ſame is alſo addreſſed to Mr. Antonio de Souza. 


'To Mr. Antonio De Souza, 


S I R, 


1 I AM directed by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council, 


or informa- to requeſt you will without loſs of time give them every information 
tion regard-. that may have come to your knowledge relative to the accounts of the 


ing the ac- 
counts in the Tanjore ur b on the reſtoration of the Rajah. 
an jo 
country. | 
Jam, Sir, 
Fort St. George, * Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
10th July, 1776. | 
* R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 
AT A CONSULTATION, 22th July, 1776. 
iir ee, 
wg zach The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Governor, Preſident, 
uly, 1776, 
: George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher 
Henry Brooke 3 


Alexander Dalrymple Charles Floyer 
John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay. 


Mr. Ruſſell indiſpoſed. 


Mr. Floyer delivers in the following minute. 


Minute of 


Cd Mr. Dalrymple, in reply to the minute delivered and ſigned by ſeven 


Progr wa Members of the Council, which was read at the laſt conſultation, has 
n - 
cil at Bengal, ſaid, that the words therein inſerted were not  thols: he made uſe of at 


when thePre- the Board, 


fident was of | | f 
the minority. Whether 
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Whether they were ſo, verbatim, I think it unneceſſary for me to 
contend ; but I am poſitive that the purport of his declared opinionwas, 
that no proceeding of the Board can be deemed an act of this govern- 
ment, unleſs it be firſt approved by the Governour; a doctrine ſubver- 
ſive of the conſtitution of our country, and that delegated to the En- 
gliſh Eaſt- India Company by the Royal Charter, has made too deep an 
impreſſion on my mind for me not to retain the ſubſtance, though per- 
haps not all the very words expreſſed by that Member. 


Io me it appears the more extraordinary that Mr. Dalrymple ſhould 
perſiſt in ſuch opinion, after ſo great a majority of the Board have 
warned him, that many inconveniences may reſult therefrom to the 
Company's affairs. After I had fo very fully explained a circumſtance 
to the Board, at our meeting of the —— inſtant, which was 
thought pertinent to the matter then in debate, it was this When 
] was a Member of the Council at Calcutta, there aroſe debates in the 
Council, of which Mr, Cartier was Preſident, concerning the powers 
veſted in the ſelect Committee, independent of thoſe of the Council, 
and the iſſue of thoſe debates was, that the Council, by a majority of its 
Members, maintained their right of government in thoſe matters, which 
had heretofore been under the direction of the Select Committee, and 
iffued their. orders in conſequence, which were duly obeyed as acts of 
the government, The Governor (Mr. Cartier) and the two ſenior 
Members at the Preſidency, were throughout all the debates in the mi- 
nority, and diſſented to the meaſures thus taken by the majority, which 
conſiſted of the other five Members of the Council; and the Governor 
would not ſign the letter from the Board which accompanied their pro- 
ceedings to the Honourable the Court of Directors, who, by their re- 
turning advices, approved and confirmed the meaſures of the majority 
of their Council, and thought proper to deprive Mr. Cartier of the go- 
vernment. This circumſtance, to the beſt of my recollection, happened 
in June, July, and Auguſt 1771, for the truth of which, I appeal to 
Mr. Ruſſell, who, as well as myſelf, was a Member in that minority. 
WY: | Hence 
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Hence I ſhould preſume it is evident, that the Honourable the 
Court of Directors could not poſſibly entertain an idea, that the aſſent 
of their Prefident was otherwiſe material to ſtamp an an act of Go- 
vern ment, become ſo by the reſolutions of a majority of their Coun- 
cil, than as his ſingle vote in general, and his caſting vote in a parti- 
cular caſe, where the voices of the members are equal. in number, 
could affect the operations. of the Council. 


If therefore thoſe were not the words expreſſed by Mr. Dalrymple, 
he will, I ſuppoſe, explain himfclf to the Board. 


Although Mr. Dalrymple has been pleaſed, on the eve of tranſmit- 
ting copies of our proceedings to Bengal, to compile a volume of 
general ſtrictures on our diſſents and minutes, it would be as unbe- 
coming as it is unneceſſary in us, to deſcend into a replication to argu- 


** that we think ſtand ſelf-confuted, and appear to be but mere 


quibbles upon words and ſentences; our time does not permit ſuch 
altercations. 


Mr. Dalrymple's notion of the Preſident's powers, his deference to 
the orders of the time of Queen Anne, and his arguments againſt Tun- 
kas*, we leave to the conſideration which they may be thought to me- 
rit from our ſuperiors, but we cannot paſs over two very extraordinary 


circumſtances which he hath choſen to enter upon the records ; the 
firſt is, the converſation he relates to have paſſed between himſelf and 


Lieut. Col. Harper at Tanjore ; the other is a kind of political threat 
reſpecting the Marattas, which he throws out in favour of the Rzjah 
againſt this Government. 


Mr. Dalrymple ſays expreſsly, that Colonel Harper told him the 


Rajah had ſent for him on a particular occafion, and told him that he 


feared the Nabob had bought off the adminiſtration here. How Mr. Dal- 


rymple ſhould wantonly, and upon the hearſay of Colonel Harper, 


| chuſe 
* Orders or Aſſignments, 


TW) 
chuſe to record a converſation reflecting ſuch glaring diſhonour on this 
Government, he is beſt able to explain. 


The ſecond circumſtance, which reſpects the Maraitas, is a political 
opinion, and as ſuch merits the conſideration of the Governor-Gene- 
ral and Council, who have lately made a treaty with. that power. 
If the Marattas are the tribunal to which the Rajah is to appeal for 
juſtice, when he thinks himſelf aggrieved by the acts or opinions of 
the Board, the Company's orders have not been carried into execution 
in the manner they intended, or the Board expected; for we underſtood, 
that an arrangement would be made with the. Rajah effeQually to 
preclude either Marattas, Dutch, or French from interfering in his. 
affairs; and that he was to have no connection with any other power 
but the Company, without their conſent. | 


Mr. Dalrymple: acquaints the Board, that he will give in ſome re 
marks on the aforegoing minute. 


The following draught of a letter to the Governor General and 
Council, to accompany. the proceedings relative. to. Tanjore, is. now 
read.. 


* the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq; Governor General, &c, Council 


of Fort William in Bengal. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs; 


WE had the honour of addreſſing you the 13th ultimo, duplicate 
whereof comes encloſed, together with triplicate of our letter the 29th 
March. 


In compliance with the defire contained in your letter of the 15th 
May, we now tranſmit you, by the Swallow ſloop of war, a copy of 
all. our proceedings relative to Tanjore; and as the ſubject will be 

2 better 
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better underſtood by a reference to ſuch matters as we had before us 
for our guidance, we ſend, as an appendix to the proceedings, a 
copy of the treaty concluded in 1762 between Pretapa Sing, the late 
Rajah of Tanjore, and the Nabob, which treaty you will perceive to 
be guaranteed by the Engliſh ; as well as extracts of the Company's 
general and ſeparate letters 12th April, 1775, and copies of all papers and 
letters to and from the Nabob as have not been entered in Conſultation : 
'theſe, with our proceedings, will, we flatter ourſelves, give your Ho. 
Nour, &c. the information you require. 


We have the honour to be, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient | 


And moſt humble Servants, 


» FortSt. George, 


13th July, 1776. | PICOT, &c. Council. 


Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Meſſieurs Brooke, Palmer, Jour- 
dan and Mackay, deſire that the following paragraphs may be added 
to the aforegoing letter; but the Freſident objecting thereto, they 


ſtand only in this place. 


Your Honour, &c. will obſerve a copy of a letter which our Preſi- 
dent drew out as an addreſs from the Board to the Court of Directors, 
and which being in great part diſapproved by a majority, the Preſident 
has tranſmitted i in us own name . the information of the Company. 


In the third paragraph of 0 letter you will els alſo to eblerve 
that the Preſident has declared, that the whole of his conduct whilſt | 
at Tanjore has been difapproved by a majority of the Council : you 

will ſee from the whole of the proceedings that a difference of opinion 


has prevailed among us, not only regarding the Preſident's conduct at 
. Tanjore, 


. 


Tanjore, but on other ſubjects which concern the moſt eſſential inte- 
reſts of the Company; and that the moſt ſerious difficulties have 
ariſen, even upon the powers claimed by the majority of the Board, 
and thoſe claimed by the Preſident in his own perſon. 


Read the following letters from Mr. Benfield and Mr. De Souza. 


To the Right Honourable Lord Pizot, Preſident and mater. Sc. Council 
of Fort St. George. 


My Lord 3 Gentlemen, 


IN anſwer to the letter 1 have received from your Secretary of the 
roth inſtant, I take leave to addreſs you the following: 


By the Circar are kept in the Tanjore provinces, firſt, the Sumperdee 
accounts in Malabar on Cadjan ; thoſe are taken by Sumperdee offi- 
cers reſiding in the villages or mangans; thoſe accounts are dupli- 
cates or counterparts of the Naut Canuck, or the accounts of the public 


officers of the villages and mangans; the Sumperdee officers of the 


villages and mangans tranſmit their accounts to their ſuperior Sumper- 
dees, reſiding at the Cutcherries of the Amuldars and Aumeens in the 


different Subahs, who tranſmit their ſtatements to the Head Sumperdee 


at the General Cutcherry at Cumbaconum, Secondly, the Moojumdar 
accounts in Maratta, on paper: theſe are taken by Moojundar officers 
reſiding at the Cutcherry of the Amuldars and Aumeens in the different 
Subahs from the Sumperdee accounts there ; thoſe accounts are tranſ- 
mitted, in the ſame manner as the Sumperdee accounts, to the Head 
Moojundar at the General Cutcherry at Combaconum, Thirdly, the 
Duffer accounts at the General Cutcherry at Combaconum, in Perſian 
and Maratta, Thoſe are the general ſtatements of receipts, diſburſe- 
ments, and all tranſactions for the whole province, under the chief 
manager of the country, 


4 R | On 
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On the part of the people are kept by public officers, appointed by | 


the inhabitants in every village and mangan, the accounts called Naut 
Canuck, in Malabar on Cadjan; thoſe are originals of the Sumper- 
dee accounts. They further contain the accounts of the privileges, 
&c. of every individual inhabitant, and all tranſactions in the villages. 
and mangans. The Naut Canuck are always conſidered as the re- 
cords of the country, and are preſerved as ſuch ; they are referred to 
bath by the Circar and the people of the country, when either hath 
occaſion, | 


— 


When the Dobbeer moved a ſhort time before the Rajah-was reſtor- 


ed, he took with him the accounts belonging to his Cutcherry ; the 
Aumeens of the different Subahs moved part of the accounts of their 


reſpective Cutcherries ; the Sumperdee officers continued with their 
accounts at the villages and mangans, and the Naut Canuck remain. 
undiſturbed in their places as uſual. 


This 1 1 am able to give your Lordſhip, &c. from my 
own knowledge, and from my people who reſided in every part of 
the country, as J had revenues to collect throughout the province. I. 
am with reſpect, 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 


Your obedient humble ſervant, 


Madras, EY | | 
12th July, 1776. PAUL BENFIELD: 


To the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot, Preſident, Se. Council. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


ON the 7th April laſt I arrived at Sheally, in Tanjore country, a 
Subah mortgaged to me by his Highneſs the Nabob TR for mo- 


ney be borrowed of me. 


The 
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The 8th of the ſame month I deſired the Subadar of Sheally, by 
name Veneapayen, to get all my accounts ſettled. He told me that 
all the Maratta and Perſian accounts were carried to Warrior Pollam 
and Alianoor, where Dobbeer, the manager of his Highneſs, was. On 
this I aſked him for the Malabar accounts of that Cutcherry. He told 
me he had them ; but being doubtful of his Malabar account, I or- 
dered him to call the Natawar of the Sheally Subah, and deſired 
them to bring their account, which is always kept by Nat Camam 
{id ef) their public Clerk; which accounts in Malabar of each diſtrict 
and village of that Subah they brought to me; and from the 8th till 
the roth of the ſame month, being preſent Natawars, Nat Camam, 
Subadar, and officers of the Cutcherry, I did examine my accounts 
with theirs, and found very right and exact till that time. 


On the 1 ith I went to Pondanelore, 333 and Sholvaram, diſ- 
tricts of the Subah of Combaconum.. . 


The 12th-and 13th, at all theſe places I found the accounts of the 
Natawars of thoſe places 1 in the ſame regular manner kept. I did exa- 
mine their accounts with thoſe kept by my agents in thoſe diſtricts of 
Combaconum, being alſo mortgaged to me. 


On the 14th I went to Combaconum, and on the 1 5th J ſent my 


agents to the great Cutcherry of Combaconum, to ſettle finally the ſaid _ 


accounts with Vintcatarey, the Subadar there, who at that time acted 
for the Rajah, and had before then acted for the Nabob; he promiſed 
me to go, and I returned back to Sheally on the 16th, and got all my 
accounts finally ſettled there, and adjuſted with thoſe Malabar accounts 
of that Cutcherry, and of the Natawars as aforeſaid, and an abſtract 
of the whole I gave to Verapule then new Subadar for the Rajah. 


I returned again to Combaconum, in order to get thoſe accounts of 
che aforeſaid three diſtricts ſettled; but the Subadar there did put me 
' of: 
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off from the 18th to 22d April. Not being able to loſe more time, 1 

contented myſelf with what I had done, having before examined and 
ſettled thoſe very accounts with thoſe of the Natawars; which accounts 
in the Tanjore country are held as public accounts kept in archive for 
all times, and are cb which I found very regularly kept at 
thoſe places. 


This is all I can inform regarding the accounts of the Tanjore coun- 
try, few days before, at, and after the reſtoration of the Rajah, 


This addreſs I make to you in conſequence of the letter I received 
the 1oth inſtant from the Secretary Mr. Sulivan, by your order. I 
am with reſpect, 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


| | Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
Fort St. George, 


12th July, 1776. ANTONIO DE SOUZA. 
Read the following letter from the Nabob : 


Tranſlate of @ Letter from the Nabob to Lord Pigot, dated the 6th of Fuly'; 
received 8th ditto, 1776. 


IN the letter I did myſelf the pleaſure to write to you on the 22d 
of May laſt, I acknowledged the receipt of yours to me of the 13th of 
that month, and informed you that it was my intention to reply to it 
afterwards more fully, which I now proceed to do accordingly. 


You write, That on reading over the proceedings of Mr. Stratton 
c and the other Gentlemen of the Council, you had found two letters 
5 „ from 


1 


ri from me addreſſed to Mr. Stratton, which you then meant to reply 
«© to. That it did not ſurprize you to hear that my mind was full of 
« trouble and uneaſineſs, as bad counſellors had often diſtracted minds 
« as great as mine!” 


Your;writing of my being in trouble and uneaſineſs, I regard as a 
mark of your juſtice ; but your ſpeaking of my having bad counſellors 
is a matter of ſurprize to me, in a tranſaction that is contrary to the in- 
tereſts, the credit, and the honour of myſelf and of the Company, I 
have not given the leaſt refiſtance, in any mode whatever, to the execu- 
tion of the Company's orders, but have contented myſelf with ſetting 
forth my diſtreſſes to my friends, in the hopes of obtaining redreſs. 
If ſuch proceeding is to be imputed to the ſuggeſtions of evil Nee 
lors, 1 am without reſource. 


From the time of your arrival in the government of Madras, I have 
embraced one line, which I have been ſtedfaſt to, and which has been 
to bear every thing without refiſtance, in the hope, that by ſtating my 
rights, and the ſituation J am in, I may hereafter be enabled to obtain 
juſtice from my good friends the Company and the Engliſh Nation. If 
I have all along purſued ſuch a line, it is ſurprizing that you ſhould 85 
I have bad counſellors about me. 


You write that my ſon, Ameer Ul Omrah, perhaps forgot to inform 
me, that Naroo Pundit, the Dobbeer, told him, after Tanjore was ta- 
ken, he would not deſert his maſter in his misfortunes ; and that he 
_ refuſed to act until my ſon carried him to the Rajah, and defired the 
Rajah to lay his commands upon him. You aſk, © Was it noble! 
« was it generous ! was it honourable ! was it juſt to impriſon this ve- 
„ nerable old man, between 70 and 80 years of age? this public offi- 
« cer of the Tanjore revenue, this officer of the public, and not my 
« ſervant.” 
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In reply hereto, I muſt inform you, that Tuljaujee, during his own 
adminiſtration, diſmiſſed and impriſoned all his father's ſervants. At 
the time of the reduction of Tanjore the Dobbeer. was under confine. 
ment, and Tuljaujee had before plundered his houſe, My ſon, Omeer Ut 
Omrah, releaſed him by my orders, and he entered voluntarily into my 
| ſervice, as appears by the written declaration under oath which he then, 
gave me; many of his letters are now in my poſſeſſion ;. depending on 
theſe, I employed him in the affairs of that country.. 


During the government of Tuljaujee and his father Purtaub Sing; 
the Dobbeer had the charge of the Secretary's office only; and it is. 
plain by the word Dobbeer, by which this perſon is celebrated, that 
the office is that of Secretary, It was.I. who appointed him to the ma- 
nagement of affairs there. : 


My treatment of the Dobbeer, which was publicly known, having. 
been ſuch as I have ſtated it, I. am at a loſs to underſtand how your 
Lordſhip could have learnt that I impriſoned him. The fact is, that 
you carried him away like a priſoner by force from Alianoor, my coun- 
try. Was this noble! was this generous !' was this honourable ! was: 
this juſt? You did not merely. execute the Company's orders in the 
affairs of Tanjore, but from abundance of ill humour did it with ſo lit- 
tle regard to forms, that J have been diſcredited and diſhonoured, the 
arrangement of the affairs of my government has been violated, and: 
neither my own people nor others, far or near, have any dependance on 
me. 


You write, © You had learnt from the Dobbeer, that during the three 
&« years I was in poſſeſſion of the Tanjore country, I had received 
from it forty Lacks of Pagodas, which you ſay will be a great ſatis- 
« faction to your employers, as they will be confident-that the expen- 
* ſes I have been at cannot have amounted to near that ſum.” _ 


With 
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With reſpe& to my having received forty Lacks of. Pagodas from: 
the Tanjore country ſince the reduction of it, this is an aſſertion of the 
Dobbeer's ; and with reſpect to my expenſes not amounting to near that 


ſum, this is your Lordſhip's eſtimate, Is your declaration, founded on 
the aſſertion of the Dobbeer, a ſufficient proof on theſe points ?. 


Tuljaujee, when under my commands, told me a number of things 
which I. do not think proper to repeat. I will ſuppoſe for the preſent, . 
that the Dobbeer's declaration made in Tanjore before Tuljaujee and 
you, under the*idea that ſuch declaration would be a pleaſure to you, 
was founded in reality; yet the ſum he mentions, had I received it, 
would not have been equal to the half of my expenſes, by the charges 
merely of the two Tanjore expeditions,. the prize-money on both 
occaſions, the diſcharging of Tuljaujee's debts to the Dutch and others, 

the twice taking into my ſervice a large force of horſe, Seapoys, Peons, 
and Colleries; the payment of a confiderable ſum to the Marattas, to 
preſerve the peace of the Carnatic; the laying in ſtocks of rice and 
grain, ſheep, and cattle, monthly hire of bullocks, befides a number of 
other expenſes that you have never thought of, the loſſes I have ſuſtain - 
ed have been very conſiderable. | 


T have a full rehance on the equity of your Maſters, and am perſua- 
ded that inſtead of being pleaſed they will be uneaſy at hearing of theſe. 
affairs; that they will not approve of my being made to ſuſtain ſuch: 
heavy lofles, and that they will place no dependance. on accounts which 
by violence and oppreſſion, and keeping my clerks and managers un- 
der confinement, you- have. cauſed them to. make. out: according, to» | | ; 
your own dictates. | ö 


The Engliſh are a juſt and equitable people. When they ſet them | YF 
ſelves to diſcriminate between truth and falſehood, whether in accounts | 
or other tranſactions, they. do not proceed by force of arms, they do 
not uſe violence with people, to make them prepare and give accounts 
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according to their own dictates, or to make them attend to give evi- 
_ dence. 


You write,* You learnt from the Dobber, that the revenue of Tanjore 
« for this year amounted only to twelve Lacks of Pagodas ; that there 
remained only three Lacks to be collected from the Rajah ; that my 
* receipts, orders, and uſual charges amounted to full nine lacks ; and 
ce that this was a great ſatisfaction to you, as you truſted it would ena- 
cc ble me to pay the arrears due to my troops.“ 


By means of repairing watercourſes and banks of tanks, making 
advances to the farmers, and giving them plenty of grain for ſowing, 
ſervices executed by my ſon Omeer Ul Omrah, T had rendered the 
country of Tanjore ſo flouriſhing in inhabitants and cultivation, that it 
was never known to be in ſo proſperous a ſtate, The Dobbeer wrote 
me word that the crops were much greater this year than they were 
the laſt; and I hoped accordingly to have collected a larger ſum this 
year than I did the laſt. The whole of the e was aſhgned over 
to my creditors and troops. 


What you write me, founded on the declaration of the Dobbeer, that 
the produce of the country was twelve Lacks of Pagodas, that nine 
Lacks have been diſburſed in the uſual charges, and that three Lacks 
remained for Tuljaujee to receive, is matter of great ſurprize to me; 
in all eyents the produce, whatever it may have been, has neither been 
received by my creditors nor troops, nor into my treaſury; it is in your 
Power to learn how it has been diſpoſed of. 


The Dobbeer's ſaying that there were three Lacks of Pagodas to re- 
ceive, proceeded from his kindneſs. If he had ſaid there was not a 
grain of paddy remaining in that country, who was there to contradict 
him? Suppoſing even that the collegions this year had been equal to 
what 
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what you ſay there were, I do not know of more than about three Lacks 
of Pagodas having been expended on my account; whatever remains 
mult be in the country, You write, © The good purpoſes the meaſure 
« has anſwered will, you hope, appear to me a ſufficient reaſon for 
cc your eſcorting the Dobbeer to Tanjore.“ 


You aſk, * Shall the gates of Alianoor, or any other gates in the 
« Payen-Ghaut, be ſhut againſt the troops of the Company, who have 
« fought for me near thirty years, when they aſk admittance by your 
cc authority? You ſay you hope not; that this would be an improper 
cc return to the man who put me in poſſeſſion of them, upon my ſo- 
&« lemn aſſurances that there was no diſtinction between me and the 
“Company, and that I wiſhed it only for the appearance it would have 
with the Country Powers.” | 15 


The whole country, and all the forts belonging to me, are always 
open for the eaſe and convenience of my friends, and no one ever meets 
with any hindrance. According to the common principles of equity 
eſtabliſhed throughout the world, there cannot be a greater diſhonour 
or violation of the ties of amity, than for the troops under your com- N 
mand to enter by force and violence into my country, into the country 
of a ſincere friend to the Company, who has at all times been united with 
them; whoſe dignity, honour, and government through their kindneſs, 
under the ſanction of firm and unſhaken engagements, are entitled to 
their protection; who has been graciouſly admitted into an alliance 
with your King, and who has received from him the ſtrongeſt aſſuran— 
ces, both on the ground of the guarantee of the treaty of Paris, and by 
letter of his protection againſt all injuſtice; who is a firm friend of the 
whole Engliſh Nation, a people of known equity ; I fay, there cannot 
be a greater violation of the ties of amity, than for the troops under 
your command fo to enter my country, and to carry off my ſervants as 
priſoners are conducted under a guard by an enemy. 
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By ſuch an act of violence, which is repugnant to the friendſhip, 
good faith, and honour of the Company, who are my friends and the 
protectors of my dignity and authority in the rights of my government 
over my own country, which is repugnant to the guarantee of the 
treaty of Paris, eſtabliſhed in my behalf, and further, to the rights of my 
alliance with the King of Great-Britain. By ſuch an act, not only the 
rights of my government and authority, and the peace and ſecurity of 
my country are violated, but the honour of the whole Engliſh 
nation is wounded. With reſpect to the Company's troops fighting for 
me near thirty years, this was a favour for which I ever have been, 
now am, and ever ſhall be, as long as I live, obliged to them ; and as 
long as any of my poſterity remain, they will ever continue to be in- 
ſpired with the ſame ſentiments of gratitude. I ſwear by my honour, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, that it would be difficult ſor the whole 
world, either by means of inveiglement, or unjuſt treatment, to make 
me ſwerve from my friendſhip and affection for the Company and 
Engliſh nation; but according to the principles of equity, which are 
common to all ſets, and to all nations, their friendſhip, and the bene- 
fits they have conferred, cannot imply a right to commit injuſtice. 


I am fully convinced that the Company themſelves will not be pleaſed 
with this pretenſion, and that my having written there was no difference 
or diſtinction betweenme and them, will not be deemed a ſufficient ground 
for ſeizing my country and property, and for committing injuſtice. 
The Company, who are my good friends, are juſt and equitable, and! 

depend on their juſtice, and on that of the gentlemen of Europe. 


You write, that my letterof the 27th, was a-matter ofthe utmoſt aſto- 
niſhment to you ; that in the public notice given when the country of 
Tanjore was reſtored to the Rajah, it was expreſsly ſaid, What he 
ce poſſeſſed at the concluſion of the treaty I made with him in 1762 ;” 
that no other was meant to be given to him, and that the Rajah never 
expreſſed a wiſh to have more than what the Company thought his right. 
When Tuljaujee had obtained ſuch a friend as you to condut his affairs 
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for him, there was no occaſion for him to declare his wiſhes When 
you, without paying the leaſt attention to any of my rights, ſet up 
Tuljajee's declaration as a ſufficient ground and authority for ſeizing my 
country, and proceeded to do it accordingly, I did not make any oppo- 
ſition from regard to the ſanction of the Company's name; but I hope 
for juſtice from the Gentlemen of Europe. | 


You write, © That Nazeeb Cawn had received from you every mark 
te of reſpect when he left Tanjore, and that every officer and ſervant of 
* mine you had ſeen, had merited, and had received all the civility you 
« could poſſibly pay to them.” Nazeeb Cawn, it is true, in a letter 
he wrote me, did expreſs his thanks for your civilities, as did alſo 
others of my ſervants who met you on the road ; but the agreement 
to keep Nazeeb Khan in the fort of Tanjore with a thouſand men from 
among my troops was not executed ; and afterwards, when you had 
given orders for ſeizing that country, your people, in conjunction with 
Tuljaujee's, behaved in ſuch a manner to my principal officers and ſer- 
vants, ſome of whom, from father to ſon, had been for years in the 
ſervice of my family, and all of whom were gentlememen, and perſons 
of diſtinction, that it was impoſſible for them to have gone through 
greater diſgrace, diſhonour or ignominy. Some of my ſervants are 
even to this day in confinement under the authority of Tuljaujee and the 
Company's people, and receive their daily allowance from them. From. 
the beginning of my friendſhip with the Company, to the hour in which 
I am now writing, never did the idea of ſuch diſgraces enter into my 
mind. I was aſſured from the goodneſs of the King of Great Britain, 
of the Company, and the Engliſh nation, that my honour and dignity - 
would increaſe daily; but upon this occafion the reverſe has happened, 
and I look forward to the juſtice and equity of the Engliſh nation, the 
tame of whoſe virtue is ſpread throughout the globe. 


You write that you could ſay more in reply to my letter, but ſhall con- 
clude with giving me the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of your ſteady attachment 
| _ 
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to my intereſt, and of the wiſh you have that I would put it in your 
power to render me every ſervice you are capable of, whether you write 
to me fully or briefly. In either caſe I wrote to you of my firm and 
unthaken purpoſe to preſerve that friendſhip, which from the bottom of 
my heart I entertain for the Company; whilſt I live I ſhall ever ac- 
knowledge the great obligations I-owe them, and my ſon and ſon's ſong 
will never forget them. Notwithſtanding the affair of Tanjore has been 
the means of ſuch great diſgrace and diſhonour to me, I have not, even 
in that, made any kind of oppoſition to the Company's people ; and 
have not, in any mode whatever, obſtructed the execution of thei; 
orders; but inſtead of oppoſing their orders, I have choſen to refer this 
affair to the juſtice of the gentlemen in Europe. | 


The letter I am now writing, as well as my other letters, and the 
whole tenor of my actions, if conſidered attentively, will be found to be 
full of my friendſhip for the,Company, and of acknowledgments for their 
numerous favours. I will now conclude with telling you, that if you 
will give proofs of your fincere attachment to my intereſts, which are the 
ſame with thoſe of the Company, and will attend to the carrying on of 
my affairs, I ſhall be made exccedingly happy by ſuch maniteſtation 


of your friendſhip. 
What can I ſay more? 


The Nabob complaining in the aforegoing letter, that ſome of bis 
people are kept in confinement at Tanjore, the Prefident propoſes 


- that a letter be wrote to the Nabob, to requeſt he will inform the 


Board who they are, that we may apply to the Rajah to procure their 
releaſment, if unjuſtly kept in that ſituation; and further, that the 
Nabob be again informed of the reſolution of the Board, 14th June, 
determining his right to the Government ſhare of the crops in the Tan- 
4ore country, and requeſted to favour the Preſident with an anſwer to 
his letter of the 25th ultimo. 


A1 
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AT A CONSULTATION, oth July 1776, Preſent as before, 


The Right Honourable the Preſident acquaints the Board, that he 
addreſſed the following letter to the Nabob on the 23d inſtant, con- 
formably to the reſolutions of Council, entered in Country Correſ- 
pondence, No. 53. 


To the Nabos, 
May it pleaſe you Highneſs, 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Highneſs's letters of the 6th 
and 16th inſtant ; your Highneſs may reſt perfectly ſatisfied that the 
Court of Directors will ever do that which is juſt. I will promiſe you 
more, that nothing ſhall be wanting on my part to ſee that their ſer- 
vants here purſue the ſame line of conduct whilſt I preſide over them. 
It is unneceſſary therefore for your Highneſs to look further. 


Your Highneſs is pleaſed to ſay, that ſome of your ſervants are in 
confinement under the authority of the Rajah and- the Company's 
people, even to this day. Permit me to aſk the names of thoſe ſer- 
vants, and of the places where they are confined, that I may make 
the neceſſary enquiries, and write to the Rajah to have them releafed, 
if unjuſtly kept in ſuch confinement. 


With reſpect to the Government ſhare of the laſt year's crop in the 
Tanjore country, I take leave to remind to your Highneſs, that in 
my letter of 25th June, I expreſſed a deſire to learn from your High- 
neſs ſuch information as you might deem neceſſary to give me on the 
occafion, I at the ſame time had the honour to mention Hanamanta- 
goody, as being in poſſeſſion of the Rajah at the concluſion of the 
treaty your Highneſs was pleaſed to enter into with him in 1762; 
and as I expect a ſhip of the Company's daily, which is bound to Eng- 
land, it wil be highly ſatisfactory to my Employers to be informed, 
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that the Rajah has been put in full poſſeſſion of Hanamantagoody and 
Arnee by your Highneſs, and that he has been reſtored, conformably 
© to their commands, to the full and entire poſſefſion of his country as he 
held it in 1762. | 


As the term for which the Company's Trepaſſore, &c. diſtricts, are 
let to your Highneſs is now almoſt expired, I am to requeſt that your 
Highneſs will inform me, whether you deſite to rent them for one year 
longer? The Company's orders are, that it ſhall be an expreſs con- 
dition in ſuch agreement, that the Company's. fervants ſhall, at all 
times, have a free inſpection, to ſee that the inhabitants be ſecured 
in all their juſt rights. It is expected that the tanks and watercourſes, 
&c. are kept in good repair, and the money collected for ſuch public 
purpoſes duly applied. That trees be not deſtroyed or damaged, and 
that the ſheep and cattle of the inhabitants ſhall not be taken from 
them on any pretence. | | 


It has been determined, that the Company's weavers ſhall not pay 
any taxes, or be liable to perſonal ſervice. Your Highneſs will be 
pleaſed to acquaint me what deduction ſhould be made on that 
account. l 


J have the honour to be 
Your Highneſs's 


Moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
Fort George; | 


23d July, 1776. 8 2160 f. 


Sir Robert Fletcher lays before the Board the following draught of 
inſtructions, which he is of opinion ſhoud be given to Colonel Stuart. 


SIR, 


(© 0 


SIR, 


Having appointed you: to the command of the fort and garriſon 
of Tanjore; and the trrops ſtationed in that country, you will repair 
thither- wich all F 


You are on no account to interfere with the affairs of the Rajah's. 
Government ; but whatever may be requiſite for the troops, and can-- 
not be purchaſed in the Bazars at a_ reaſonable rate, you will apply 
for to the Rajah, who. will order you. to be furniſhed. with ok 
neceſſaries.. 


You will be pleaſed, as ſoon. as: you conveniently can, to tranſmit 
to us the ſtate of the fort of Tanjore, with an account of the ſtores. 
which you judge neceſſary to have in that fort. 


You are on no account to march any of the troops out of the Tan- 
jore country without orders from hence; but if robbers come into 
that country to plunder and carry away the cattle, you will direct the 
Seapoys under your command to repel them by force. 


Ordered to lie on the table for 1 conſideration. In the 


mean time it is reſolved, that the appointment of Colonel Stuart to- 
the command of Tanjore be given out in general orders; and that. 
Colonel. Stuart be directed to hold himſelf in readineſs- to proceed 
thither; | 


Auguſt 1ſt.. The following letter was this day wrote to Colonel 
James Stuart, conformably to the minutes of laſt Conſultation... 
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| To Colonel James Stuart. 
SIR, | 3 
The Right Honourable the Preſident and Council having thought 


proper to appoint you to the command of the fort and garriſon of 
Tanjore, it is their pleaſure that you hold yourſelf in readineſs to 


proceed thither. | | 
I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


Fort St. George, | | 
Auguſt 1, 1776. R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary, 


AT A CONSULTATION, 1 W 1776. Preſent as befor, 


Sir Robert Fletcher indiſ poſed. 


| Read a leder from the Rajah of Tanjore, as entered in Coun- 
try Correſpondence, No. — adviſing of the Cavery having broke 
down its banks, and deſtroyed the grain which was ſown in different 
parts of his country; and as it is thereby become neceſſary to make 
freſh advances of money to the farmers for the purchaſe of ſeed, and 
for the pay of the huſbandmen, requeſting that the Company would 
indulge him with the loan of one lack of Pagodas ; alſo deſiring that 
the Nabob may be applied to for permiſſion for his people to carry 


earth from Kelcour, a place in the Nabob's country, for the 8 
of repairing the banks of the Cavery. 


| Agreed, that an account of e of the grain received by the 
Company may be made out as ſoon as poſſible, and that he be paid 


the value thereof accordingly, The Nabob has already been addreſſcd 


on the ſubject of the latter part of the Rajah's letter, and requeſting 


that ſuch aſſiſtance may be given the Rajah's people, he paying for the 
fame 


dey 


ſame, as ſhould be necePary for repairing the banks of the Cavery, 
which the Tos; make no doubt he will comply with. 


The Right W the Preſident lays before the Board draught of 
a part of a letter that he propoſes ſhould be written to the Court of Di- 
rectors by the Grenville, 


Ordered to lie upon the table for further conſideration, 


Ordered, That the following extract of the 39th Paragraph of the 
Company's letter per Royal Toes 25th November, 1775, be ſent to 


the Nabob: 


«© We direct you to repreſent to his Highneſs our wiſhes, that he 
« would tranſmit every repreſentation he may have occaſion to ſend to 
« this country through the ancient channel of our Governor and 


% Council.” 


IT he Secretary lays before the Board the following letter, which he 
this morning received from Sir Robert Fletcher, N a draught of 
inſtructions r Colonel Stuart. 


SIR, 
I ENCLOSE to you a paper of inſtructions, which I prefer to thoſe 
I ſome time ago delivered to the Board for Colonel Stuart ; I requeſt 
you would lay them before the Board for their conſideration. 


Choultry Plain, "Tam, Sir, 
Auguſt 18th, 1776, 3 | 
| Your very obedient ſervant, 
Mr. Sulivan, | OP ROBT FLETCHER, 


Secretary, 
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The Preſident remarks to the Board, that he has already repeated. to 
them his earneſt wiſh that they would permit Mr. Ruſſell to proceed to 
Tanjore, if it were even for a few days. He is ſo fully convinced of 
the neceſſity of this meaſure, the Rajah and country being in the 
greateſt diſtreſs, as appears from. the letter this day read from him, 
that he, the Preſident, muſt in the ſtrongeſt terms repeat his former de- 
fire, that Mr. Ruſſell may. have their permiſſion to go in the manner he 
before recommended to them, This he is in hopes the Board will ac- 
quieſce in, and the more fo, as he, the Preſident, had at a former con- 
ſultation declared he never would give his conſent to Colonel Stuart's 
going to Tanjore, until the Board ſhould have likewiſe reſolved, that. 
Mr. Ruſſell proceed thither according to his appointment. 


The ſenſe of the Board is then taken upon the Preſident's minute. 


Mr. Mackay, I am againſt Mr. RuſfelPs proceeding to Tanjore. 


Mr. Jourdan. I think it irregular to move this matter in this de- 
partment, as the papers which relate to it are in the other department; 
but to avoid delay, I anſwer, as Mr. Ruſſell has been ordered by the 
Company upon the circuit, and the 31ſt has been fixed for the depar- 
ture of Meſſrs. Ruſſel] and Dalrymple, I think Mr. Ruſſell cannot be 
permitted to go to Tanjore. 


Mr. Palmer ſubſcribes to Mr. Jourdan's opinion. 
Mr. Stone. I am for Mr. Ruſſell's proceeding to Tanjore. 


Mr. Floyer. I cannot concur in the Preſident's requeſt for the rea- 


ſons aſſigned by Mr, Jourdan, and therelore am againſt Mr. Ruſſell's 
proceeding to Tanjore. | 


Mr. Dalrymple. I am for Mr. Ruſſell's prong to Tanjore. 
Mr. Ruſſell. I am for proceeding to Tanjore, 
| Mr; 
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Mr. Brooke, TI am againſt Mr, Ruſſell's proceeding to Tanjore for 
the reaſons aſſigned by Mr, Jourdan, 


Mr. Stratton. I am againſt Mr, Ruſſell's proceeding to Tanjore... 
The Preſident. I'am for Mr. Ruſſell's proceeding to Tanjore; 
Carried againſt Mr, Ruſſell's proceeding to Tanjore, fix to four, 


The draught of inſtructions ſent in by the Commander in Chief for 


Colonel Stuart is then read; 


The Preſident having repeatedly recommended to the Board the pro- 
priety, not to ſay neceſſity, of Mr, Ruſſell's going to Tanjore, now de- 
clares, that he wi l never give his ſanction to any inftruftions to Colonel 
Stuart until that meaſure is adopted... 


Mr. Floyer then defires the. queſtion may be put to the Board, to take 
into conſideration the above draught of inſtructions to Colonel Stuart; 


Whereupon the Preſident declares, for the reaſons: he has before 


aſſigned, that he will not put the queſtion at this time. 


The Right Honourable the Preſident having refuſed to put the que- 
ſtion propoſed by Mr. Floyer, and it being a matter of the greateſt con- 


ſequence to be determined, whether the Preſident has a right to refuſe - 


putting every queſtion propoſed ; Mr. Stratton moves, that the conſide- 
ration of this matter be deferred till to-morrow, and that the Board da 


meet at eleven in the forenoon for that purpoſe. . | 

The Board adjourned accordingly to eleven o'clock to-morrow» 
morning. 5 
AT A CONSULTATION, 20th Auguſt, 1776. Preſent as before: 


The Preſident lays before the Board the following draught of a letter 
to the Rajah of Tanjore, which is read and approved. 


Es 20 


Tueſday zt 
Auguſt. 
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Jo the Rajab of Tagore. 


"MR. BENFIELD having, in the enclofed papers, repreſented, that a 
large quantity of grain, the produce of laſt year's crop, had been ſeized 
in the Tanjore country, and that he has many debts due to him from 
the inhabitants in various parts, it is recommended to you ** To give 
all reaſonable aſſiſtance in recovering ſuch debts as appear to be july 
« due to bim from the inhabitants, as well as to reſtore him the grain 
& of laſt year, which was in the poſſeſſion of his people, and ſaid to be 
&« forcibly taken from them,” I encloſe you a copy of the act of Parli- 
ament, and particularly refer you to the paragraph marked &, by which 
you will ſee what is conſidered as ;uft claims. 


It has alſo been judged by a majority of the Council, that it was the 

Company's intention to let the Nabob have the produce of the crop, 
which had been ſown during the time the Tanjore country was in his 

poſſeſſion, but have no intention that you or the country ſhould be ac- 

countable for more than the Goverament-ſhare of the crop, whatever 
that might be. | 


They do not mean to do more than recommend to you to ſee Juſtice 
done, leaving the manner and time to yourſelf. 


They defive n me further to- acquaint you, that notwithſtanding their 
opinion on the above circumſtances, that you may reſt aſſured of the ſame 
friendſhip and Protection from the Company as the N abob or any of 
-aheir n. 


If you have any thing you wiſh me to repreſent to the Company on 
this ſubject, I deſire you will pleaſe to do it as ſpeedily as you can, 
as a ſhip will fail to England in a few days. 


Orders 
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Orders ſhall be given for the immediate payment of the money due 
for the paddy which has been delivered, as well for what has been 
received at Vellum, as what has been ſhipped for this place, or ſold by 
the Company to the ſouthward. You will pleaſe therefore to order a 


particular account to be drawn out, and the amount ſhall be paid to 


your Vackeel. | 


Application has been made to the Nabob reſpecting the ground, Kc. 


neceſſary for repairing the bank, and we expect an anſwer very ſoon, 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Fort St. George, Vour moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 


2oth Auguſt, 1776. | PIGOT, 
Read a letter from the Governor-General and Council. 
T 5 the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot, Preſident, Sc. Council at 
| Fort St. George. pa: 
My Lord and n n 


WE have received your letter by the Swallow, accompanying ex- 


tracts of your proceedings reſpecting the reſtoration of the Rajah of 


Tanjore. 


We have juſt finiſhed the peruſal of theſe proceedings, and as we 
ſhall tranſmit you our ſentiments upon them in a few days, we requeſt, 
if the Grenville is not yet failed for England, you will pleaſe to detain 
her until you hear further from us. 


We are, my Lord and Gentlemen, on 
| Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
Fort William, | = WARREN HASTINGS, 


31ſt July, 1776. | J. CLAVERING. 


P. FRANCIS, 
4Y 8 
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what they thought proper for the information of the Company. 


to the queſtion propoſed by Mr. Floyer. 


Ca”) 
ordered that the officer be ready for the Uſpatcl of the Gremilte by 
Tueſday next. 


Mr. Mackay Auer! in hs Rowing minute. 


The Prefident refuſing to put the queſtion- moved eke by 
Mr. Floyer, viz. to take into conſideration the draught of inſtructions 
to Colonel Stuart, Mr. Mackay thinks it neceſſary to record this his 
opinion, that the Board do now proceed to take into confideration the 
ſaid inſtructions. | 


Mr. Jourdan ſubſeribes to Mr. Mackay s opinion; 


The Preſident then declares, that having determined not- RPO tis 
conſent to Colonel Stuart's going to Tanjore until Mr.. Ruffel ſhalt: 
be ordered to proceed thither, likewiſe he will not: allow the matter. to 
be now agitated at the Board.. 


Mr. Dalrymple begs bo to obſerve, that he apprehends the Pre- 
fident miſunderſtood the matter, that Members of the Council have a- 
right to give in minutes, and that what his Lordſhip has ſaid might be 
conſtrued to prevent members giving their ſentiments on the records N 
for the information of the Company. | 


Upon which the Prefident ſays, that now underſtanding it as allen 
of the ſeveral Members, he could have no objection to their entering 


Mr. Stratton then requeſts of the Preſident in the maſt” earneſt« 
manner, that the queſtion propoſed yeſterday by Mr. Floyer may be 
now put, as it appears to him conſiſtent with the 7 and the 
rules of the ſervice. | 


To which the Prefident makes the-ſame ply that 1 did yeſterday 


Mr. Palmer deſires it * be minuted, that he is of the ſame opinion 
as Mr. Mackay. | 


Me. 
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Mr. Floyer. . From the Prefident's having refuſed to put the 
queſtion, which I requeſted might be put to the Board yeſterday, 
I deem this the only alternative which is left me at the preſent, to col- 
le& the ſentiments of the ſeveral members of the Board for their com- 
ing to a decifion thereupon. Mr. Palmer having given his opinion, I 


requeſt to know, whether I ſhall alſo be favoured with Mr. Stone's- 
opinion on the queſtion I have to put, as I wait his ſentiments before 


L deliver my own, according to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the Board. 


Mr. Stone obſerving, that there being no queſtion before the Board, 


he thinks every member has a right to give his ſentiments or not as he 


thinks proper, and therefore he as it unneceſſary to give an opinion 


on the occaſion... 


Mr. Floyer then offers it as his: opinion, that the draught of the- 


instructions be now taken into conſideration. 


D Mr. Brooke. I am of Mr. Mackay” s opinion. . 


Mr. Stratton. Since the Preſident has repeatedly refuſed putting the 
queſtion propoſed by Mr. Floyer, T'muſt here give it as my opinion, 
that I have well weighed. and conſidered- the inſtructions ſent to the 


Council yeſterday by the Commander in Chief, and as I think them 


very full and explicit, I give my hearty aſſent that they do now paſs 


and be ſent to Colonel Stuart, ſince that officer was on the gth July 


appointed to the command of Tanjore, and on ordered to hold 


himſelf in readineſs to e N | 


Mr. Mackay. The majority of the Board being of opinion, that the 
inſtructions for Colonel Stuart ſhould be now taken into conſideration, 
and having peruſed the ſame, I am of opiniap that they are very proper, 


and. I approve of them. 


Mre. 
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Mr. Jourdan. I approve of the inſtructions. 
Mr. Palmer. I approve of the inſtructions. 


Mr. Foyer. I approve of the draught of inſtruQzens to Colonel 
Stuart. ö ; | * F 4 


Mr. Brooke. 1 approve of the inſtructions. 


Mr. Stratton. I have already given my ſentiments. opproving 0 of the 
inſtructions to Colonel Stuart. 


The majority of the Board approving of the ide ions to Colonel 
Stuart, they are now entered as followeth: 


To Colonel Fames Stuart. 
r 
1. BEING appointed to the command of the Fort and Garriſon of 
Tzyyore, you are to proceed thither imtaediately, and take under your 
orders all the military forces, which at preſent are ſtationed in Tanjore 
and its dependencies, or which hereafter may be ordered thither. 
The force thus under your command is intended for the protection of 
the Rajah's perſon and government, and for the defence of his country; 
you are therefore forcibly to repel and purſue all invaders and plun- 


derers, but you are not on any other acoount to march the troops out of 
the territories of Tanjore without particular —_ from us. 


2. By the ſeventh paragraph of the — letter from the Court 
of Directors, 12th April, 1775, all civil and military ſervants are for- 

bid to interefere with the affairs of the * 2 Jou are 
therefore ſtrictly to conform to the ſaid order. 


3. In all matters * may concern the ſafety of Tanjore and its 
dependent forts, or which relate to proviſions or quarters under your 
command, 
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command, you are reſpectfully to repreſent and apply to the Rajah for 
the necellary aſſiſtance, 


4. You are to enquire into the ſtate and condition of Tanjore reſpecting 
fortifications, military and other ſtores, quarters, barracks and other ma- 
gazines, with every circumſtance that may be neceſſary for our infor- 
mation, when we come to confider of the military eſtabliſhment proper 
for that country, with the means neceſſary to put the fort in a ſtate 
of defence ; and you are to tranſmit to us with all convenient diſpatch 


the reſult of your enquiries, | : 


5. You are to correſpond with us on all matters relating to the 
inſtructions now given, and with the Commander in Chief on all buſi- 
neſs reſpecting his department, agreeably to the inſtructions from the 

Court of Directors. 


Mr. Stratton. I deſire that the ſtanding orders of the Company, 
3d January, 1678, and gth March, 1702, may be read. 


Standing orders read as followeth, 


© Whatever ſhall be agreed on by the majority ſhall. be eſteemed 
the order by which each one is to act, and accordingly every individual 
perſon, even the diſſenters themſelves, are to perform their parts in the 
proſecution thereof, and in ſo doing they do their duty, and muſt not 


be blamed for the event.” Again— 


* We do ſtrictly enjoin that all our affairs be tranſacted in Council, 
and ordered and managed as the majority of the Council ſhall de- 
termine, and not otherwiſe, upon any pretence whatſoever, &c. ? 


Mr. Stratton begs to have recorded the following extracts from 
an Act of iet, called an Act for eſtabliſhing certain 
| 44 | = M 8 
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* regulations for the better management of the affairs of the Eaſt. 
„ India Company, as well in India as in Europe.“ 


b R E A M B l. E.) 


e Whereas the ſeveral powers and authorities granted by Charters 
. << to the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt 
Indies, have been found by experience not to have ſufficient force and 
« efficacy, to prevent various abuſes which have prevailed in the govern- 
© ment and adminiſtration of the affairs of the ſaid United Company, 
« as. well at home as in India, to the manifeſt injury of the public 
cc credit and of the commercial intereſts of the ſaid Company; and it 
& is therefore become highly expedient that certain further regulations, 
cc better adapted to their preſent circumſtances and condition, ſhould 
<« be provided and eſtabliſhed, (Page 1305).” | 


« And be it enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that in all caſes 

« whatſoever, wherein any difference of opinion ſhall ariſe upon any 
« queſtion propoſed in any conſultation, the ſaid Governor-General and 
« Council ſhall be bound and concluded by the opinion and decifion of 
the major part of thoſe then preſent ; and if it ſhall happen that by 
cc the death, or removal, or by abſence of any of the members of the 
cc ſaid Council, ſuch Governor-General and Council ſhall happen 
cc to be equally divided, then, and in every ſuch caſe, the ſaid Governor- 
 «& General, or in his abſence the eldeſt Counſellor preſent, ſhall have a 
cc caſting voice, and his opinion ſhall be decifive and conclufive,” 


Whereupon Mr. Dalrymple gives in the following minute: 


The firſt quotation of the ſtanding orders in 1678 appears to have 
ariſen from ſcruples of acting any thing ordered in Council by majority + 
of votes, which obviouſly means a doubt whether unanimity was re- 
| quired ; 
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quired ; but the Company's records ſhew it never was an idea in 
thoſe times, that a majority of Council was the Board without the 
Governor. 


IN CONSULTATION, 14th October, 1690. Preſent, 


Eliſha Yale, Eſq. Preſident and Governor. 


Mr. Thomas Wavell Mr. John Cheney 
Capt. William Heath Mr. William Fraſer 
| Mr. Thomas Gray, ſick. 


THE Council being duly ſummoned, general letter to the Right 
Honourable read and paſt. 


This conſultation is figned by all except Captain Heath, but the 
other three members of Council enter their diſapprobation to the letter al- 
though paſt, The Company call it a general letter, ſigned only by the 
Preſident, but refuſed to be ſubſcribed by the next of Council.. The 
Company afterwards ſay; © We are ſorry for the differences that have 
been amongſt you ; and although there may have been too much heat 
and paſſion on both ſides, as there always is in ſuch caſes, yet we muſt 
do our Council ſo much right as to ſay they had reaſon to ſeparate 
themſelves from the Preſident; and it was much wiſer, and more for 
our ſervices that they did it jointly and altogether, than if they had 
divided themſelves into different factions on both fides ;” which ſurely 
convinces they had not the power of government excluſive of the 
Preſident. 


The conſultations of that year have more inſtances of a majority of 
the Council againſt the Governor, but. no inſtance where a meaſure 
was conſidered as the —_ of the Board *till it met the Prefident's con- 
currence. | 


The majority have exprefſed by an &c. the concluding cauſe of 
the paragraph, which makes their ſecond quotation, and have omitted 
I | the 


( 366 ) 


the firſt, The whole is; © This goes by the Taviſtock, and being now 
upon a new foundation and eſtabliſhment, it will be expected that we 
give particular directions for the management of our new affairs; 
wherefore, in the firſt place, having heard of ſome irregularities in ſome 
of the factories of either Company, we do ſtrictly enjoin that all our 
affairs be tranſacted in Council, and ordered and managed as the majo- 
rity of Council ſhall determine, and not otherwiſe, upon any pretence 
whatſoever ; and though we hope you'll all be unanimous in the purſuit 
of our COMMON INTEREST, yet if on any occaſion it happens that your 
votes are equally divided, the ſame muſt be determined by lot, as we 
by our charter are directed in ſuch caſes to do.“ | 


This is plainly not the preſent rule, and therefore- this cannot be 
conſidered as expreſſive of the preſent rule of government. At that 


time the two Companies were not perfectly united. The order relates 
to the proceedings of the ſervants of both Companies, and there muſt 
have been 7wo Preſidents, one of the old, the other of the new Company, 
© Befides, on examining the records, there is no ſuch letter in the liſt of 


the Taviſtock's packets as that referred to, viz. gth March, 1702; 


there is one of the 5th March, 1702, but there is nothing in it to that 
effect; ſo that it is a paragraph without authority, not having come 


from the Court of Directors, and probably only private inſtructions 
from the managers of the one Company to their ſervants in what man- 
ner to conduct themſelves with reſpect to the ſervants of the other. 


Mr. Mackay. The majority of the Board having approved the in- 
ſtructions for Colonel Stuart, I am of opinion that the Secretary ſhould 
have them wrote fair, and a letter be prepared to Colonel Harper to 
deliver up the command of Tanjore to Colonel Stuart. | 


Mr. Jourdan. I think the letters will be written of courſe. 


„ 
Mr. Palmer. I think the letter will be written of courſe. 
Mr. Floyer is of Mr. Mackay's opinion. 
Mr. Brooke is of Mr. Mackay's opinion. 
Mr. Stratton is of Mr. Mackay's opinion. 


The inſtructions to Colonel Stuart, and the following letter to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Harper, being wrote fair, the Prefident declares, that 
eonformably to what he has before ſaid, he will not put his name to 
them; that having made uſe of every argument in his power to diſ- 
ſuade the majority of the Council from attempting to carry this mea- 
ſure into execution without his concurrence, ſo he thinks it his duty to 
the Company, his friendſhip to the different members, and to the good 
order and government of the ſettlement, to defire that they do not 
proceed further herein ; and to declare as his opinion, that without his 
name to thoſe orders they are, not the act of government, and men 
executing ſuch orders may be liable to difficulties, which he wiſhed the 
different members to be as ſenfible of as himſelf. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, commanding at Tanjore.. 
3 IR, { 
YOU are hereby ordered, on the arrival of Colonel James Stuart at 


Tanjore, to deliver over to him the command of that garriſon, toge- 
ther with all ſuch orders and inſtructions as you may have received. 


from us relative thereto. We are, 
S I R, 
Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 


20th Auguſt, 1776. 


Mr. Stratton moves, and Mr. Jourdan ſeconds the motion, that the 
letter be not ſigned for the preſent, but that the further conſideration of: 
this matter be deferred until Thurſday morning at 11. o'clock.. 


Adjourned accordingly till Thurſday forenoon at 11 o'clock... . 
5 A. AT 
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AT A-CONSULTATION, 22d Auguſt, 1776. Preſent as before, 


MINUTE delivered in by Meffieurs Stratton, Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, 
Jourdan, and Mackay. 


The Right Honorable the Preſident having refuſed to put the queſtion, 
on the 19th Auguſt, for taking into conſideration the inſtructions to Col. 
Stuart, we declare we confider ſuch refuſal as inconſiſtent with the 
rules of the ſervice, and tending to ſubvert the conſtitution ; but un- 
willing to proceed in haſte on a matter of ſo much importance, the 
Council was adjourned until the next day, when the Right Honour- 
able the Preſident again declared he would not put the queſtion, 
(though then repeatedly urged to do it) declaring at the ſame time, that he 
was determined not to give his conſent to Colonel Stuart's going to Tan- 
Jore, until Mr. Ruſſell ſhall be ordered to proceed thither likewiſe, and 
that Fe would not allow the matter to be chen agitated ; © and having, 
& in a following minute, alſo declared it as his opinion, that without 
© his name to theſe orders (to Colonel Stuart) they are not the act of 
© the Government, and men executing ſuch orders may be liable to 
& difficulties ;” we cannot but expreſs our aſtoniſhment at ſuch extra- 
ordinary declarations. We deny that the concurrence of the Preſident 
is neceffary to conſtitute an act of government, and we declare his con- 
duct to be unconſtitutional and illegal. We have not a doubt that the 
minority of the Board are obliged to aſſiſt in carrying into execution the 
orders of the majority, by ſubſcribing to the reſolutions of that majority; 
and the Preſident is as much bound by theſe orders as any other mem- 
ber of the Board. But he has thought proper, contrary to the eſtabliſhed 
rules of the ſervice, to declare poſitively, that he would not ſign thoſe 
inſtructions to Colonel Stuart, though thoſe inſtructions have been ap- 
proved by a majority of the Board, and thereby became an act of Go- 
vernment. Willing? to give further time for the conſideration of this 
weighty matter, Meſſieurs Stratton and Jourdan moved the adjourn- 
ment of the Council, and the Council was accordingly adjourned to 

| this 
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his day; but previous to the proſecution of this buſineſs, as a refuſal 


to put queſtions muſt retard, if not totally ſtop, the execution of every 
meaſure not conforthable to the ſentiments of the Preſident. We declare 
that we are of opinion, that in any caſe of the Preſident's refuſal to put a 
queſtion propoſed by any member, it ſhall be the duty of the Secretary 
to put that queſtion, beginning firſt with the youngeſt member, and the 


duty of every member of Council to anſwer ſuch queſtion ; and that a 


refuſal to anſwer, ſhal} be deemed a breach of the Company's ſtanding 
orders. : 


The annexed extracts from Mr. Vanſittart's narrative will elucidate 
the point in queſtion. 


Vanſittart's Narrative. Vol. iſt. 


| Ft That the reſolutions of the majority are to be deemed the re- 
&« ſolutions of the Board, and are to be ſigned by the whole Board.” 


Vol. 2. p. 133. Though I had no other arms than the rectitude of 


my intentions, and the propriety of meaſures which I had taken to 
_ * oppoſe to theſe violences.” | | 


Vol. 3. p. 137. Vanſittart ſigns inſtructions; he diſapproves conform- 
ing therein to the eſtabliſhed rule of the Company's governments, which 
is, that every member ſhall fign the public orders and records, enter- 
ing his diſſent when he differs from the opinion of the majority in 
the eonſultations. It will be remembered, that I ſtrongly infiſted on this 
rule, when Meſſieurs Amyatt and Ellis refuſed to fign the orders of the 
Board, and ſubſcribed their diſſent to them, and it was therefore the 
more neceffary I ſhould comply with it on all occaſions myſelf. 


The Prefident then addreſſes himſelf&o the Board as followeth : 


The 
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The Majority having proceeded ſo far on Tueſday laſt, as to bring 
the inſtructions to Colonel Stuart, and the letter to Colonel Harper, to 
the point, of ſigning; and he the Preſident, having refuſed to put his name 
thereto, recommending that the gentlemen of the majority would pleaſe 
to confider, whether it were not prudent in them to proceed no further; 
and remarking, at the ſame time, what difficulties men were liable to, 
executing ſuch orders as, in his opinion, are not an act of Government, 
without his name being affixed to them; and having had the ſatisfac- 
tion then, to find that the ſeveral members wiſhed to give this matter 
full conſideration, by defiring an adjournment of two days, and receiv- 
ing now: the ſtill. greater ſatisfaction of finding no gentleman urge the 
proſecution thereof; he (the Preſident) hopes that he may be ſo for- 
tunate, as to meet the gentlemen inclined to let this matter reſt, until 
the pleaſure of their Honourable Maſters is known; and therefore recom- 
mends that they. will do ſo. The Prefident further adds, that. it ſeems 
to. him quite neceflary, that ſomething decifive ſhould make its appear- 
ance before our Honourable Maſters, that they may not, on the arrival 
of the Grenville, remain with fears that this is only a ſore patched up, 
ready to break out afreſh, to the great detriment and bad government of. 
their affairs. 


The following Minutes are thereupon given in. 


I did not conſent to the appointment of Colonel Stuart to Tanjore 
without due conſideration. I cannot concur in opinion with the Right 
Honourable Preſident, hut think the reſolution of Council ſhould be 
carried into execution withaut farther. delay; and as the Right Honour- 
able Preſident refuſes to ſign the inſtructions, I am of opinion they 
thould be figned by the. Secretary by order of Council, and immediately. 
{ent to him. | 
| FRANCIS JOURDAN.. 


Ram of the ſame opinion, SEO. MACK Ax. 
- I concur, | A. PALMER. 


= | | On 
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On theſe inſtructions I have already given my opinion, and that they 
are very proper and explicit; and I am ſorry that the Right Honour- 
able the Prefident ſhould ſtill refuſe figning them. I have not a doubt 
but, agreeable to the rules of the ſervice, he ought to do ſo, fince they 
have been agreed on by a majority of this Board, which, I again repeat, 
] look upon as the act of Government; and concur in opinion with 
Meſſieurs Mackay, Jourdan, and Palmer, that the inſtructions, and letter 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, ſhould be figned by the Secretary by 
erder of Council, and immediately ſent to Colonel Stuart. 


GEO. STRATTON. 
lam of opinion with Mr. Stratton, HENRY BROOKE. 


I have weighed the matter now before the Board with all the deliber- 
ation I think the importance of the ſubject requires of me. It would 
make me extremely happy, in concurrence with the Prefident's wiſh, 
that the appointment of Colonel Stuart to Tanjore ſhould be deferred 
until the pleafure of the Court of Directors can be known; it would | 
be the means of effecting ſo defirable an event, as a reconciliation of 
the unhappy differences in opinion, which have but too long already 
prevailed among the members of this Government. But, when I re- 
flect on the tendency of the Prefident's arguments and declarations, in 
ſupport of his having a power to a negative upon all acts of the ma- 
jority which he does not approve of, and that, by virtue of ſuch nega- 
tive, no meaſures of the majority can be deemed acts of this Govern- 


ment, and conſequently cannot be carried into execution, I cannot hefitate 
to declare ſuch arguments and declarations to be replete with innumerable 


dangers to the Honourable Company's affairs under our management. 
Nor can I conceive the preſent difficulties can poſſibly end here, as the 
Prefident has frequently declared he is extremely averſe at this time 

5B to 
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to the departure of the Committee of Circuit, which if the Board, 
in the inſtance before us, conſents to, the reference recommended by 
the Preſident may give him, the Preſident, the ſame plea for putting 
his negative upon the departure of its members, when the period 
fixed upon arrives for their proceeding on that duty. I could enu- 
merate many other arguments equally cogent againſt the Preſident's 
being inveſted with the power of putting ſuch a negative, but I be- 
lieve they have moſtly been obſerved by me already in the courſe 
of ourdebates at this Board. 


I join therefore in opinion with Mr. Jourdan, that if the Preſident 
ſtill perſiſts in his refuſal to ſign the inftruftions and letter now be- 
fore us, they ſhould be ſigned by our Secretary, by order of Council, 
and diſpatched forthwith. 

| CHARLES FLOYER. 


The majority of the Board then deliver in the following minute. 


Having thus given our opinion on \ the inftruftions to Colonel Stuart, | 
and letter to Lieut, Colonel Harper, we call on the Preſident to direct 
that the Secretary ſhould ſign the ſaid letters to Colonel Stuart and Lieut, 
Colonel Harper; and on his refufal to give ſuch directions, we the 
majority do look upon ourſelves as authorized to order him to do fo. 


George Stratton, 
Henry Brooke, 
Charles Floyer, 
Archdale Pal:ner, 
Francis Jourdan, 
George Mackay. 


The Preſident, on peruſing this minute of the majority, declares, that. 
he will not give orders to the Secretary; in conſequence of which the 
following letter is wrote, 


To 
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{2 To A. Secretary Sulivan, x aw | 
SIR, D On (UII OUT AE. ede ech 88 


WE, the majority of the Board, having approved of the inſtructions 
to Colonel Stuart, and the letter to Lieut. Colonel Harper; and the 
Preſident not only having refuſed to ſigu them himſelf, but alſo refuſed 
to order you to do it; we are reduced to the R neceſſity of 
directing you to ſign the ſaid inſtructions and letter Order of Council, 

and ſend them to Colonel Stuart. 


Fort St. George, | 5 6. Gee ge 3 
22d Auguſt, 7% "I Brooke. 


As ſoon as the letter: was Fgned iſ Mr. — — Me. 3 
the Preſident took the ſame into his poſſeſſion, and taking notice to 
the Council of the frequent times he had entreated them not to carry 
this matter further, but to wait the determination of the Court of 
Directors, declared he would now bn 6a it where it 1 and delivered in 


the following paper: 


8 


I charge George Stratton and „ Brooke, Ecgubes, of being guilty 
of an act ſubverſive of the authority of Government, and tending to 
introduce anarchy, in tlie ſigning orders to the Secretary to give in- 
ſtructions to Colonel Stuart, which have not been n and paſſed 
by the Preſident and the Council. 


Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke think it proper here to record, that be- 
fore the Preſident delivered in the foregoing paper, which we will not 
admit to be a charge, the Preſident ſnatched out of Mr. Brooke's, hand, 
after Mr. Brooke had figned, a paper containing an order to the Secre- 
tary, agreed upon by the majority of the Board, as expreſſed by Meſſieurs 
Satan Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, who were 
on the point of ſigning the ſaid orders, but prevented from ſo doing by 
the paper being as before recited ſnatched trom the hand of Mr. Brooke ; 


f and 
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nnn as well as Mr. Sulivan and Mr. 
Baine, the Secretary and Sub- ſecretary, to declare, whether the circum- 
ſtances were not as bere ſet forth. 


As the minute aforegoing, given in by the Preſident, contains a "UN 
of the higheſt nature againſt Meſſieurs Stratton and Brooke, be now re. 
commends that thoſe gentlemen be ordered to withdraw, that their conduct 
may be taken into conſideration. 8 


Mr. Jp moves, and Mr. Mackay ſeconds the motion, that the | 
. 10 o'clock. _. 


The Preſident then movesthe Bound to comet the falling _— 

- RESOLVED, that Gone Stratton and Henry Brooke, . 
be now ſuſpended from e ſervice, until the Company's 
e N rang L 


Mr. Mackay | Againſt the Refolution. 


Mr. Jourdan Againſt the Reſolution. 

Mr. Palmer Againſt the Reſolution. 

Mr. Stone For the Reſolution, 
Mr. Floyer Againſt the Reſolution. 

Mr. Dalrymple For the Reſolution. I think the a& 


of Meſſieurs Stratton and Brooke, in ſigning directions to the Secretary to 

ifſue orders, which no officer can convenieniently with his Commiſſion 

obey, is ſubverſive- of government, and mY to introduce anarchy 
I am therefore for the queſtion, | 

Mr. Ruſſell For the Reſolution. i 

| | +: HH | The 
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The Secretary was here ordered by the Preſident to take no vote 
from either Mr. Brooke or Mr. Stratton on the queſtion before the 
Board, as the ſtanding orders of the Company dire&, that no member 
ſhall fit in Council when a charge is delivered in againſt him, 


| The Preſident for the reſolution ; and as, on caſting up the votes, it 


appears they are equal 4 to 4, the Preſident deſires it may be recorded, 
that beſides his vote he gives his caſting voice for the reſolution. 


Carried accordingly for the reſolution by the Preſident's caſting 
voice. | ” 

Mr. Mackay, I look upon the paper given in by the Preſident, as a 
charge againſt Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, to be one of the moſt ar- 
bitrary proceedings ever known in India, ſolely intended to get rid of 


| the votes of thoſe gentlemen, in order to form a majority at the Board ; 
and I proteſt againſt the Preſident and the members who have joined 


him in any ſuch illegal acts. 


Mr. Jourdan. I do inſiſt that this proceeding is not an act of the 


Board, but irregular, and do proteſt againſt the Preſident, and thoſe 
members of the Board who have voted with him, for the illegality of 
their proceeding. | 

Mr. Palmer ſubſcribes to Mr. Jourdan's proteſt. 


Mr. Floyer. I proteſt againſt the Preſident and the other members, 
for refuſing Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke their voices on this occaſion, 
deeming the charge on which the Preſident's motion is grounded direct- 
ly contrary to the reſolution paſſed this day by a majority of the Board. 


The Preſident then adjourned the Council till to-morrow morning at 
11 o'clock, | | | 
22d, Conformably to the reſolution of this day's Conſultation the 


following General Orders and letter were wrote. 
5C | G. O. 


— KK. 
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G. O. | Fort St. George, 22 Auguſt, 1776, 


THE Right Honourable the Preſident and Council, having thought 
it neceſſary to ſuſpend George Stratton and Henry Brooke, Eſquires, 
from the Honourable Company's ſervice, the honours of Second on the 
Coaſt devolve to Claud * Eſquire, who is to receive them 


accordingly. | 
By Order of the Preſident and Council, 
RIC. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


To 8 Stratton, E | 


SIR, 


I AM ordered by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council 
to acquaint you, that they have thought proper to ſuſpend you from 
the ſervice of the Eaſt-India Company, and you are accordingly hereby 
ſuſpended therefrom, until the pleaſure of the Court of Directors 
ſhall be known. | 


Dated in Fort St. "TO 22d Auguſt 1776, and __ by Order 
of the Preſident and Council, 


R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


To Hemy Brooke, Eſq 


SIR, 


1 AM ordered by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council 
to acquaint you, that they have thought proper to ſuſpend you from 
the ſervice of the Eaſt-India * and you are accordingly 

3 | my 


( n »- 


hereby ſuſpended therefrom, until the pleaſure of the Count of Directors 
ſhall be known. 


Dated in \ Fort St. George, 22d Auguſt, 1776; and ſigned by order 
of the Preſident and Council, 


R. J. SULLIVAN, Secretary. 


N. B. The draught of theſe letters being in the poſſeſſion of Lord 
Pigot, copy of the uſual form of a letter of ſuſpenſion is here entered 
in its room. ET 


AT A CONSULTATION, 23d ausw, 5 Friday, 23d 
Auguſt, 177 


Pp R E Ss E N T, 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident and Governor. 


Claud Ruſſell Alexander Dalrymple 
John Maxwell Stone Richard Lathom. 


The Minutes of laſt Conſultation read and approved. 


MR. LATHOM having arrived from Cuddalore, takes his ſeat at | 5 
the Board. 8 f 


The Secretary having, in conſequence of the Preſident's orders, iſſued | | _ 
a ſummons to Claud Ruſſell, Eſquire, Sir Robert Fletcher, Alexander 
Dalrymple, Chartes Floyer, John Maxwell Stone, Archdale Palmer, 
and Richard Lathom, Francis Jourdan and George Mackay, Eſquires, 
defiring their attendance in Council this morning, the Prefident ac- : | 
quaints the Board, that Mr. Bromley, a Notary Public, had put into — 7 


his hands about half an hour ago the following Paper, which he declar- 
ed to be a proteſt : 


To 
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To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident, &c. Claud Ruſſell, Alexay- 
_ Dalrymple, and John Maxwell Stone, Eſquires, Sc. Council at Fort St, 
George. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


WE whoſe names are underwritten, being of Council, and conſti- 
tuting a majority hereof, taking into our moſt ſerious conſideration the 
proceedings upon record at the two laſt meetings, and more particularly 
the unexampled outrage offered to the conſtitution, and arbitrary be- 
haviour towards two of our members by an illegal attempt to ſuſpend 
them, in order by a trick to gain a majority, are of opinion that the 
public ſafety is in danger by the conduct of Lord Pigot, and you Gen- 
tlemen who have ſupported, and every perſon who ſhall continue to ſup- 
port ſuch meaſures, and we ſhall hold you therefore reſponſible for all 
the conſequences that may enſue. We, the majority of the Board, do 
conſider ourſelves as the legal repreſentatives of the Honourable Com- 
pany under this Prefidency, and as ſuch we have no doubt but all the 
ſervants of the Company will regard us. For theſe reaſons, and the 
evident illegality of the ſummons to Council for this morning, in which 
are omitted the names of Mr. George Stratton and Mr, Henry Brooke, 
two legal members of the Board, we cannot, confiſtently with the duty 


we owe to our Honourable Employers, attend the ſaid ſummons. 


We are, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 


Madras, | Your moſt opecient humble ſervants, 
23d Auguſt, 1776. 


George Stratton 
Robert Fletcher 
Henry Brooke 
Charles Floyer 

Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan 


George Mackay. 
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The Preſident lays before the Board the following draught of a letter 
to the Nabob, which is read and approved. 


To the Nabob, 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 


The Court of Dire&ars, by their letters received this ſeaſon, have been 
pleaſed to direct me to repreſent to your Highneſs their wiſhes, that 
« you would tranſmit every repreſentation you may have occaſion to end 
* to England, through the ancient channel of the Governor and 


« Council.” 


l am to acknowledge your Highneſs's letter of the 16th and 17th in- 

ſtant, in which you are pleaſed to ſay you will rent the Trepaſſore, &c. 
diſtricts for another year, on the conditions mentioned in my letter of the 
27th July; as there is a miſtake in this date, I beg your Highneſs 
will pleaſe to ſet it right : the date of my letter, which contains the con- 
ditions propoſed, is the gth of Auguſt; I wrote a letter to your Highneſs 
the 23d July on that ſubject, but the conditions were not ſo particu- 
larly explained in that letter. ; 


What your Highneſs has been pleaſed to fay of the attention that you 


will pay to thoſe diſtricts gives me much ſatisfaction. 


Your Highneſs has not been pleaſed to give me any reply to the let- 
ter 1 wrote concerning Hanamuntgoody and Arney; nor has your 
Highneſs informed me of the orders which I doubt not you have given 
concerning the materials neceſſary for the repairs of the bank; permit me 
to requelt that I may receive your reply on theſe ſubjects, as it will be 
very ſatisfactory to the Company. 
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I am perſuaded ſome ſubjects are treated on in this letter which are 
not pleaſing to your Highneſs ; it is my duty only which could compel me 
to name them; but the perfect eſteem I ever have had for your Highneſs, 
and the friendſhip I have always profeſſed, muſt make me ſolicitous that all 
your meaſures ſhould- tend to ftrengthen the friendſhip between your 
Highneſs and the Company ; and if you can point out any manner in 
which I can more fully teſtify my attention to your Highneſs, it will 
make me happy. 


I have the honour to be 
Your Highneſs's 
Fort St. Gearge, | Moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
24th Auguſt, 1776, 8 36 | 


PIGOT, 


Meſſieurs bun Dalrymple, and Ruſſell, deliver i in minutes on the | 
proceedings l yeſterday. 


They likewiſe deliver in a joint minute, declaring that they do not think 
Lord Pigot ſnatched the paper from Mr. Brooke at yeſterday's Council, 
as recorded by Meſſieurs Stratton and Brooke. | 


Read letters from the Nabob under date the 8 
as entered in Country Correſpondence, Ne- 


6 


AT A CONSULTATION, 23d Auguſt 1776, 
PRESENT 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident, Governor, 


Claud Ruſſell, Alexander Dalrymple, 
John Maxwell Stone, Richard Lathom. 


Claud Ruſſell, Alexander Dalrymple, John Maxwell Stone, and — after- 


Richard Lathom, Eſquires, being aſſembled at the deſire of Lord Pigot, — 1,1776. 


he acquaints them, that while he was at dinner the Town Major 
waited upon him, and informed him he had received a letter from Mr. 
Bromley, Notary Publick, with a copy of. a proteſt ſigned by Mr. 
Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Meſſieurs Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, 
and Mackay, ſaid to be delivered to the Preſident and Council this 
morning; and that the officer of the Main Guard, as well as other officers 
in garriſon, had received ſimilar letters and copies of the proteſt ; Lord 
Figot therefore thought it expedient to deſire their attendance, to con- 
ſult on the neceſſary meaſures to be taken on the occaſion, 


Mr, Oakeley and Mr. Sulivan, the Secretaries, being ordered to attend, 
acquaint his Lordſhip with their having received letters to the fame 


effect, and copies of the proteſt from the Notary Publick. 


It likewiſe appears, that Sir Edward Hughes has been furniſhed with 


a copy of it, as well as Captain Webb, Commander of the Company's 
ſhip London, and others, 


Mr. Bromley, the Notary Publick, who delivered the proteſt to Lord 
Pigot this morning, being ſent for, and aſked from whom he received 
that paper; replies, that he received his orders at Sir Robert Fletcher's 
houſe from thoſe gentlemen whoſe names are affixed to the proteſt, 


The 


oon, 23d 
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The Board, unwilling to proceed to extremity, were inclined to give Sir 
Robert Fletcher, Mcfficurs Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, ſome time 
to conlider the impropriety of their conduct, in delivering by the hands of 

a Notary-Public this morning, to the Preſident a paper tending to ſubvert 
the authority of Government; but finding that they have ſince then 
united in circulating that paper to the officer of the main guard, and 
many other officers in garriſon, and to the Commander of the Company's 
ſhip London, as well as to the Secretaries of the Council, they think 
they cannot, conſiſtent with their duty to the Company, delay ſuſpend- 
ing Meſſicurs Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, from the Company's 
ſervice ; and it is accordingly reſolved to ſuſpend them therefrom, until 


the Company's pleaſure ſhall be known. 


But Sir Robert Fletcher being a military officer, it is reſolved, that he 
be immediately ordered into arreſt, and brought to a. General Court- 
Martial, for circulating letters tending to excite and cauſe mutiny and ſedi- 
tion among the troops in this garriſon ; and that Colonel James Stuart be 


ordered to take G CRT Ipncy. 


TI ets ane te dene mining: 


It is with much concern we obſerve the ſeceſſion of ſo many members of 
the Council, and the ſteps which they have purſued to exert the autho- 
rity of Government. As the immediate ſervants of the Board, we find 
ourſelves firſt called upon to act in this juncture; and our ſituation being 
particular, we hope to be indulged with a few words to * the motives 


of our conduct. 


We declare we have nothing ſo much at heart as the faithful and 
upright diſcharge of our duty; if, being left to our own judgment, we 
are wrong in our ideas on this point, we flatter ourſelves we ſhall meet 
with indulgence. We are of opinion, from what we have read in the 


franding orders and ——enkonta of the Company, that the affairs of this 
Government 
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Government can only be tranſacted i in Council, and that Council we think 
cannot be formed without the Prefident ; in proof of this. we ſhall quote 
the following gs: | 


— — 


gth March, 1702. We do ſtrictly enjoin, that all our affairs be 
ce tranſacted in Council, &c.“ and the commiſſion of Government ſays, 
« And we do hereby give and grant unto our ſaid Prefident and Governor, 
George Lord Pigot, and to our Council afore- named, or to the major 
part of them (the whole Council, except ſuch who are abſent as 
« Chiefs at ſubordinate factories _ duly ſummoned) full power 
* and authority, &c.“ 


Upon theſe grounds, we think it our duty to at under the orders of 
the Council which has been aſſembled by the Preſident. We do not 


conceive, in our ſubordinate ſituation, that it will be expected of us to 


conſider the point of legality or propriety in any of the late proceed- 
ings; whilſt the form of the conſtitution is obſerved, we muſt adhere to 
it. The proceedings of the Board, or of the particular perſons who 
compoſe it, can only be judged by the Court of Directors. 


Charles Oakeley, 


* conſequence of the 33 reſolution, the following letters and 
orders arc now iſſued. 
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To Charles Floyer, Eſq. 


— 


$ 1 . 


The Preſident and Council, unwilling to proceed to extremity, were 
inclined to give you ſome time to conſider the impropriety of your con- 
duct, in delivering by the hands of a Notary-Public, this morning, to 
the Preſident, a paper tending to ſubvert the authority of Government; 
but finding, that ſince then, you have united in circulating that paper 
to the officer of the main guard, and many other officers of this gar- 
riſon, and to the commander of the Company's ſhip London, as well 
as to the Secretaries of the Council, they think they cannot, conſiſtent 
with their duty to the Company, delay ſuſpending you from the Com- 
pany's ſervice; and they have accordingly ſuſpended you therefrom until 
the Company's pleaſure ſhall be known. ; | 

| Signed, 


Fort St, George. By order of the Preſident and Council, 
23d Auguſt, 1776. | 
EE R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary, 


A letter to the like effect was ſent at the ſame time to each of the 
following Gentlemen; Arch. Palmer, Eſq, Francis Jourdan, Eſq, and 
George Mackay, Eſq. 


Fort St. George, 23d Auguſt, 1776. 


THE Right Honourable the Preſident and Council having been 
pleaſed to order Brigadier- General Sir Robert Fletcher in arreſt, for 
being concerned in circulating letters tending to excite and cauſe mu- 
tiny and ſedition among the troops in this garriſon, Colonel James 
Stuart is ordered to take upon him the command of the troops under this 
Preſidency, and all reports and returns are to be made to him 


accordingly. 
By order of the Preſident and Council, 
R. J. SULIVAN. 


The 
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The draught of the minutes of this afternoon's conſultation, as alſo a 
minute wrote in the morning, by Meſſieurs Stone, Dalrympleand Ruſſell, 


being in the poſſeſſion of Lord Pigot, or ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, 


the Secretary has been obliged to draw out theſe proceedings from the 
beſt of his recollection, 


N. B. Mr. Dalrymple having ſent the Secretary the papers mentioned 
above, they are entered in Conſultation, 18th September, the day on 
which the Secretary received them. 


Mn es 
PRESENT, 


George Stratton, Eſq. Sir Robert Fletcher 
Henry Brooke Charles Floyer 
Archdale Palmer Francis Jourdan 
George Mackay, Eſqrs, 


AGREED by us, ſeven Members, conſtituting a majority of the 
Council of Fort St. George and its dependencies, that the following 
letter of proteſt be immediately ſent to Lord Pigot, Preſident and 
| Governor, and to Meſheurs Ruſſell, Dalrymple and one, three other 
Members of the Council at this Preſidency. 


To 


Friday morn- 
ing, 2 3d Aug. 
1776. 
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To the Rig hi Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident, Sc. Claud Rue | 
Alexander Dalrymple, and "John Maxwell Stone, Ears. of Council at 
Fort St. George. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


WE, whoſe names are under-written, being of Council, and conſti- 
tuting a majority thereof, taking into our moſt ſerious conſideration the pro- 
ceedings upon record at the two laſt meetings, and more particularly the 
unexampled outrage offered to the conſtitution, and arbitrary behaviour 
towards two of our number, by an illegal attempt to ſuſpend them, in 
order by a trick to gain a majority, are of opinion that the public 
ſafety is in danger by the conduct of Lord Pigot, and you, Gentlemen, 
who have ſupported, and by every perſon who ſhall continue to ſupport 
ſuch meaſures; and we ſhall hold you therefore reſponſible for all the 
conſequences that may enſue, We, the majority of the Board, do con- 
ſider ourſelves as the only legal repreſentatives of the Honourable Com- 
pany, under this Preſidency, and as ſuch we have no doubt but all the 
ſervants will regard us, 


For theſe reaſons, and the evident illegality of the ſummons to Coun- 
cil for this morning, in which are omitted the names of Mr. George 
Stratton and Mr. Henry Brooke, two legal Members of the Board, we 
cannot conſiſtently with the duty we owe to our Honourable Employers, 
attend the ſaid ſummons. . 


* 


We are, my Lord and Gentlemen, 
Madraſe, | 
23d Auguſt, 1776. Your moſt obedient, humble ſervants, 


G. S. R. F. H. B. C. F. A. P. F. J. G. M 


It being deemed neceſſary that the letter of proteſt be delivered into 
the hands of Lord Pigot, &c. by a Notary-Public, in his official capacity, 


Mr. Charles Bromley was accordingly ſent for; and the ſaid proteſt, 
| being 


„ 


being firſt duly ſigned, was delivered to him for the before- mentioned 
purpoſe. | 


The aforeſaid members, conſtituting a majority of the Council of 
Fort St. George, judging it neceſſary to inform the Governor-General 
and Council at Bengal of the preſent diſtracted ſtate of the Honourable 
Company's affairs under this Government, it is unanimouſly agreed to 
addreſs them in manner following, and to convey this diſpatch to them 
by the Honourable Company's ſhip Shrewſbury, which is to fail this 
morning for Bengal, under cover of the packet now tranſmitted to that 
Preſidency by Commodore Sir Edward Hughes; che Commodore having 
ſignified to us 1 he would do ſo. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq. Governor-General, We, Council 
in Bengal. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


WE take this occaſion to addreſs you upon the publick danger which 
impends over this ſettlement, from the conduct of our Preſident, and 
other members of our Board, who maintain, that the executive powers of 
Government are not lodged in a majority of the members of this Board, 
unleſs the Preſident is of that number, and that the Preſident's perſonal 
aſſent is abſolutely neceſſary to conſtitute every act of Government. 


Since the diſpatches to you per Swallow, 'we have been engaged in 
continual diſputes about the appointment of Mr. Ruſſell to the Reſidency, 
and Colonel Stuart to the Command of Tanjore; and upon the rights 
of the majority of this Board, which have been denied by the minority. 
We have obſerved the gre:teſt moderation to prevent coming to extre- 
mities ; but Lord Pigot, who has watched an opportunity, has, by a 
molt unparallelled act, attempted to uſurp the Government, and 
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thereby ſhewn how little he merits that moderation, We ſhall now relate 


the circumſtances. 


Colonel Stuart was long ſince appointed by the majority of the Board 
to the command of Tanjore; and propoſed inſtructions to him having 
been laid before the Board, the conſideration of them was deferred, and 
the Colonel given out in general orders to hold himſelf in readineſs to 
proceed to Tanjore. Soon after the Commander in Chief being indiſ- 
pole ſent inſtructions for Colonel Stuart more full and explicit, which he 
recommended ſhould be taken into conſideration; it was therefore moved 
to take them under conſideration accordingly ; but to our great aftoniſh- 
ment, when the queſtion was propoſed and recorded, the Preſident poſi- 
tively declared he would not put it, nor would he ever give his ſanction 
to Colonel Stuart's going to Tanjore, unleſs Mr. Ruſſell were likewiſe 
permitted to go. In conſequence the Council was adjourned to the 
next day, and the Inſtructions were again produced; and as the 
Preſident would not put the queſtions propoſed in them, the mode that 
occurred was for every member to write his opinion, and therefrom collect 
the opinion of the majority: the inſtructions were then approved and wrote 
fair, but the Preſident declaring he would not ſign them, the majority of 
the Board gave their opinion in the ſame manner, that they ought to be 
ſigned by the Secretary. The Preſident obſerved, that this was not a ſuffi- 

cient warrant'for the Secretary; upon which the paper, No 1, was then 
written; Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke having ſigned this paper, the Pre- 

ſident ſnatched it out of Mr. Brooke's hand, and immediately took out of 
his pocket a written charge, No. 2, which he had prepared a few minutes 
before, and he then moved their ſuſpenſion ; notwithſtanding a motion 
for adjournment, regularly made and ſeconded, he carried by his caſting 
vote, alchough he was the accuſer, and by excluding the votes of the two 
gentlemen; we proteſted againſt the illegality of their proceedings, 
and on this day a ſummons, leaving out the names of thoſe two 
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gentlemen, having been ſent round, we have ſeparated ourſelves from a 
minority, who have thus illegally ferecd the Goyterument. We encloſe 
you a proteft, No, 3, we have ſent them, declaring our rights not 
infringed by their violence, althaugh we refuſe to act with them, and 
we mean to claim thoſe rights of the ſervants of the Company. We 
ſubmit the Whole to your conſideration, calling upon you for your 
aſſiſtance and ſupport in the preſent dangerous exigency of affairs. 
We cannot however conclude without obſerying, that Lord Pigot's 
conduct, in refuſing to let Colonel Stuart go unleſs Mr. Ruſſell were 

alſo ſent, carries with it a very ſtrong preſumption, that he was actuated 
by private views, and not from any public motives; and we think 
it our duty to declare, that we are of opinion, while the management 
of the Company's affairs is intruſted with ſuch men as Lord Pigot, 
Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone, the greateſt danger is to be ap- 
prehended from them. It is neceſſary to inform you, that as Lord 
Pigot's violence hath obliged us to remove from the Fort, and as the 
Tappals are all carried to him, we are apprehenſive that your anſwer 
to our Council by the Swallow will be concealed from us. 


We are, wich great reſpect, 


| Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Madras, {he | . 
23d Auguſt, 1776, Your moſt obedient, humble Servants, 


Charles Floyer. | Geo Stratton, 
Archdale Palmer, Rob Fletcher, 
Francis Jourdan, Henry Brooke, 


Geo Mackay, 


AT 


Friday even- 
ing 23d of 


| Auguſt, 
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AT A CONSULTATION, 234 Auguſt 1776, 
r R E S E N T, 


George Stratton, Eſq. Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Henry Brooke, Caharles Floyer, 
AN Palmer, = | Francis Jourdan, 

_ George Mackay. 


RESOLVED, That a ſenſe of the public danger, and a 
regard for the conſtitution of the Company, have obliged us in this 
manner to form ourſelves into a Council, ſince the letter addreſſed 
by us this morning, as entered in the diary, have had no effect. That 
we propoſe therefore regularly to aſſemble and watch over the public 
ſafety, and the important concerns of the Honourable Company in- 
truſted to us, as an undoubted majority of Council. That the firſt 
concern that comes under our confideration is, that the fortreſs and 
garriſon of Fort St. George be in our hands, and under our com- 
mand, as the legal repreſentatives of the Eaſt-India Company; and 
as Lord Pigot, from his late conduct, has dared to violate every law 
which ought to bind a ſervant who has ſworn fidelity to the Com- 
pany; uncertain as we are to what further exceſs he may proceed, 
we think it our duty, if neceſſary, to arreſt his perſon. That for 
theſe purpoſes we hereby order, inſtruct, and empower Colonel James 
Stuart, on whom, during the unhappy indifpoſition of Sir Robert 
Fletcher, we. confer the command of the army, as well as of the 
garriſon of Fort St. George during the preſent danger, to take ſuch 
meaſures as to him ſhall appear proper to place the fort, garriſon, 
and Fort-houſe, under our command, ſo that public tranquility may 
be reſtored, and the buſineſs of the Honourable Company be car- 
ried on in the uſual manner. That we further order and direct Co- 


lonel James Stuart, if he ſees it neceſſary, or that reſiſtance to theſe 
u 
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our orders to atreſt the perſon of Lord Pigor, or of any. other per- 
fn who ſhall obſtruct him in the execution of theſe out orders; 
and for theſe ſalutary purpoſes, we hereby order all Company's ſer- 
vants, civil and military, and all perſons who live under the pro- 
tection of this Government, to give to the ſaid Colonel James Stuart 
every aſſiſtance and ſupport in their power, for which this ſhall be 
his and their warrant, Given under gur hands, Madraſs the 23d 
Auguſt, 1776, at 3 o'clock P. M. 


24th. To the Howvurable Warren Haſtings, Governor-General, Se. 
Council of Bengal. | 


s Sir and Sis, 


WE had yeſterday the honour to write to you, ſince when Lord 
Pigot and the minority declared Meſſrs. Foyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and 
Mackay, ſuſpended the ſervice, and ordered Sir Robert Fletcher into 
arreſt, We refuſed to receive any letters from them, and do not by 
any means admit any act of the ſaid Lord Pig6t and his aſſociates 
to be valid. We mean to leave no legal method untried to exc- 
cute the truſt repoſed i in us, but we hope you will nevertheleſs give 
ſuch orders as may remove our difficulties. We think it incumbent 
on us to add, that the Nabob is much alarmed, and we apprehend, 
from the knowledge of the men who have the power, and particu- 
larly on account of the perſonal diſputes between him and Lord 
Pipot, that if it ſhould remain with them, he has reaſon to fear ſuch. 
violences and affronts. | 


We ſhould yeſterday have explained to you, that the paper on 
which Lord Pigot founded his charge was a paper written fair from 
5 G a copy 
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4 copy approved by the majority, e et i 
whole of them at the Board. 


We ane, wht grout. hes. 
| Honourable Sir and: Siem 
Tour moſt obedient humble Servants 


Geo. Stratton, 
8 . Rob. Fletcher, 
Madras, | Henry Brooke, 
24th Auguſt, 1776. Charles Floyer, 
| | Arch. Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan, 
Geo. Mackay. 


20 Colonel Wi Liam Flint, — at Poonamallee. 
1b. 


THE violent and illegal proceedings of Lord Pigot, and Meſſrs. 
Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone, having obliged us to ſeparate ourſelves 
from them, we, the majority of the Council, being the only lawful 
repreſentatives of the Company on this coaſt; the conſtitution of the 
Company being, that on every diviſion, the act of the majority of 
the Council ſhall be the act of Government, from which the mino- 
rity may diflent, but are bound to conform thereto; we do, in the 
name of the ſaid Company, order and direct you, as you ſhall anſwer 
for the conſequences, not to obey any other orders than thoſe you 
may from time to time receive from us, We are, Sir, 


Madraſs, Four moſt obedient humble Servants, 
Auguſt, 1776. G. Stratton, R. Fletcher, H. Brooke, 
| C. Floyer, A. Palmer, F. Jourdan, 

| G. Mackay. Te 


TE 
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To Major 'Matthew Horne, commanding at the Mount. 
SIR, | 


THE violent and illegal proceedings of Lord Pigot, and Mefſrs. 


| Ruſſell, Dalrymple; and Stone, having obliged us to ſeparate ourſelves | 


from them, we, the majority of the Council, being the only legal 
repreſentatives of the Company on this coaſt ; the conſtitution of the 
Company being, that on any diviſion, the act of the majority of 
the Council ſhall be the act of the government, from which the 
minority may diſſent, but are bound to conform thereto ; we do, in 
the name of the ſaid Company, order and dire& you, as you ſhall 
anſwer for the conſequences, not to obey any other orders than thoſe 
you my Ny to time receive from us. 


We are, Sir, 


1 


Tour mail obedient humble Servants. 


AT A CONSULTATION, wk Auguſt, in 


P R E 8 E N 1 
George Stratton, Eſquire, Preſidene. 


Sir Robert Fletcher, © Henry Brooke, 
Charles Floyer, | Archdale Palmer, 
Francis Jourduh, 1 Gorge Heng. | 


| Colonel Stuart having, in . of our An iſſued to him 
yeſterday, reported to us that Lord Pigot was in arreſt at the Mount, 
and that all the military officers in this Fort having declared it to 
be their duty and reſolution to obey all orders they may receive 
from us, the preſent majority of the Council, or the majority for the 
time being, we immediately came to the Council Chamber in the 
For-houſe, and being thus legally aſſembled, we called all the mili- 


; tary 


Saturday 
night, half 


paſt nine; 


t 1394 ) 
tary officers of this garriſon before us, and read to them the follow 


ing proclamation, which met with their unanimous concurrence, and 
confirmed to us the declaration which Colonel Stuart reported to us, 


In the name of his Majeſty and the Engliſh Nation, from whom 
are derived the authorities and powers of the Honourable Eaft-India 

Company, our conſtituents, we, the ſubſeribing members of their go- 
vernment of Fort St. George and its dependeneies, compoſing a ma- 

ſyrity of the members of the faid government, and therefore by law, 

and the expreſs orders of the Company, 25 virevally the govern- 
ment, be the followitig e 


"Warns the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Preſident, and Claud 
Ruſſell, Alexander Dalrymple, John Maxwell Stone, Eſquires, mem- 
bers of our Council, have, by various arbitrary and illegal acts, at- 
tempted to ſuperſede in us the authority of the Company, and to aſ- 
ſome to themſelves che powers of this government, contrary to law 
and the orders of the Company, which can be demonſtrated to every 
individual by the following” meaſures which they have attempted to 
execute, and which are entered on the records of the Company. 

r 
_ Firſt, That the ſaid Preſident has expreſsly maintained, that he 
would not put queſtions: moved by the members of the majority if he 
did not chuſe to do ſo; that he had a right to adjourn the Council, 
contrary to the opinion of the majority, as well as that, by putting 

a negative to any reſolution of a majority, he can ſtop the execution 
of ſuch reſolution. A ſyſtem which proves to the meaneſt capacity, 
that it is replete with the greateſt dangers to the community, and ex- 
prefsly contrary to the conſtitution of a government veſted in the 
hands of more than one member. Thus, if an enemy invaded this 
ſertlement, and that a Preſident choſe to oppoſe preparations for the 
ptiblic defence; it is evident that the lofs of the ſettlement might at- 


tend ſuch powers in the hands of an ill-difpoſed Preſident. And fur- 
wm N "A | . - | ther, 
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ther, if ſuch a ſyſtem was ſupported, and that a Preſident veſted with 
| ſuch powers was detected in ſacrificing the public intereſt to his own, 
it is clear that no meaſure of detection or puniſhment could be carried 
againſt him. | | 


Secondly, It had been reſolved that Colonel Stuart ſhould be ſent 
to the command of Tanjore, and inſtructions had been recommended 
by the Commander in Chief, but the Preſident refuſed to put the 
queſtion for their being taken into conſideration. The majority of 
the Council, who had before reſolved on the neceſſity of ſending Colo- 
nel Stuart, had no other mode left, excepting ſuſpenſion, but that of 
entering their opinions in writing ; firſt, that they ought to be then 
conſidered, and next, that they were proper and full; and the Preſi- 
dent refuſing to ſign them, the majority, unwilling to come to extremi- 
ties, further gave it as their opinion, that they ſhould be ſigned by 
the Secretary, This, the Preſident ſaid, he thought would not be a 
ſufficient authority for the Secretary, and in conſequence, as the Secre- 
tary did not ſeem to think it ſufficient, with the unanimous agree- 
ment of the majority, an order to the Secretary to fign it by order of 
Council was written, then copied fair, and when ſigned by Meſſicurs 
Stratton and Brooke, was ſnatched by the - Preſident out of Mr. 
Brooke's hands, and the very ſame inſtant the Preſident pulled out of 
his pocket a charge againſt thoſe Gentlemen for an intention to ſub- 
vert the government, and introduce anarchy, by figning an order to 
the Secretary without the concurrence of the Preſident and Council. 


It muſt here be remarked, that as he came from his cloſet prepar- 
ed, it muſt have been his intention to ſeize the paper as ſoon as it 
vas ſigned by as many of the majority as he wanted to get rid of. On 
this frivolous charge he moved the ſuſpenſion of theſe two Gentlemen, 
and by excluding their votes, and voting himſelf, although the accuſer, 
by his caſting vote he carried the motion. And that although it was 
moved to adjourn the Council previous to his putting his queſtion, 
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he would not hear it, but proceeded; and as ſoon as he had effected 


his defign he adjourned the Council, although the members of the ma- 
jority then ſtaid, and refuſed to conſent to it. 


An attempt, which if by law or cuſtom it could have any effect, 
it muſt have virtually ſuſpended his own authority, his being but a part 
of the government which he attempted thus to ſupercede. That he 
iſſued in public military orders the ſaid illegal attempt as the act of the 
Governor and Council, thereby attempting, in violation of every right 
and privilege of this conſtitutional government, to aſſume a perſonal 
power cver the military, l 


Thirdly. His having violently endeavoured to ſuperſede the whole 
authority of Us and of the Commander in Chief of the army, and endea- 
voured to compel obedience from all the ſervants civil and military to 
himſelf and his aſſociates, as if he and they poſſeſſed legally and conſti- 
tutionally the authority inveſted by the royal charter and the orders of 
the Company in a majority of the members of the Government, which 
majority we the ſubſcribing members virtually and effectually compoſe. 


For theſe weighty reaſons, no leſs clear than intereſting to every indi- 
vidual, whether a ſervant of the Company, or under their protection, 
it is hereby enacted and proclaimed, that George Stratton, Eſq. is, 
according to the orders of the Company, Preſident of the Council 
and Governor of Fort St, George, and that the powers of Lord Pigot, 
and Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple and Stone, ſtand annulled, It is there- 
fore ordered and proclaimed, by the authority of the aforeſaid Preſident, 
We, the ſubſcribing members of Council, being the only legal repre- 
ſentatives of the Company on this Coaſt, that all the ſervants civil and 
military do obey our orders immediately; and every ſervant failing in 
ſuch duty is held anſwerable by their commiſſion or ſtation in the ſer- 
vice of the Company. And it is farther proclaimed, that all ſervants 
evil and military ſhall be indemnified againſt any oppreſſions or diſ- 
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advantages they have or may ſuffer by the uſurped 1 of the 
| Right Honourable Lord Pigot and his aſſociates. 


Geo. Stratton, 
Robt. Fletcher, 

. Henry Brooke, 
Charles Floyer, 
Arch. Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan, 


Fort St; George, | Geo. Mackay. 
24th Auguſt, 1776. 


As it is proper that upon ſo intereſting a ſubje& the orders of the 
Company ſhould be expreſsly and literally ſet forth, we have directed the 


following ſtanding orders to be annexed to this proclamation ; . 


% Whatever ſhall be agreed upon by the majority ſhall be eſteemed 


« the order by which each one is to act. and accordingly every indi- 


» 
* 


« yidual perſon, even the difſenters themſelves, are to perform their 
parts in the proſecution; and in ſo doing they do their. duty and 


“ muſt not be blamed.” = 


_ Colonel Stuart repreſents to the Board, that when he went down 


from the Council Chamber he found Mr, Claud Ruſſell at the main 
guard then under arms, and inviting the troops and others to make - 
reſiſtance to Government; that attempts were made to bring him by 


fair means before the Council, whom he thought were his proper 
Judges ; that being-apprehenſive of the conſequences; he, the Colonel, 
uſed his endeavours to bring him before the Council, which Mr. Ruſſell : 


did his utmoſt to prevent. 


| Colonel Stuart further repreſents, that he was ſo much exhauſted 
':.2 atigue on this occaſion, that it was not in his power to ſtate fo - 


nch as he had ſaid without a conſiderable pauſe; and as he wiſhed to 
lay * 
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ſay all he had to ſay before Mr. Ruſſell, he had taken the opportunity 
of doing it in his preſence. The Colonel adds, that he has a ſincere 
eſteem for Mr. Ruſſell perſonally, but that a ſenſe of his duty muſt 

ſuperſede every other conſideration, | 


Mr. Ruſſell then addreſſes the Board, ſaying he knows not by what 
authority he is brought here, nor by what authority we act; to which 
the Board reply, that it is here convened by the majority of the Council, 
conſtituting the only legal government for affairs of the Eaſt-India 
Company upon this coaſt; and put the following queſtion to him 
through the Preſident: | | : 


Mr. Ruſſell. Do you acknowledge the momma of — . 
here convened at this preſent time? 


Anſwer. I do not. 


The Preſident then informed Mr. Ruſſell that he had a letter to 
read to him, but he refuſing to hear it, the Preſident, by deſire of 
the Board, informs him that he is hereby ſuſpended the ſervice until 
the pleaſure of the Company ſhall be known. | 


Mr. Ruſſel! then aſked if he was a 8 nal being anſwered i in 
the . he withdrew. 


The Board then procecded to iſſue the following letter: 


To Mr. Charles Oakeley, Secretary to the Ceuncil of Fort St. George. 
SIR, 


YOU are hereby ordered to attend a Council now fitting without a 
moment's delay. 
We are, Sir, 
Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient ſervants. 
24th Auguſt, 1776. | | 


| The 
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The ſame to Mr. Richard Joſeph Sulivan, Secretary to the Council 
in its military department. 


To Major Matthew Horne, commanding at the Mount. 


81 


IT having been deemed neceſſary to arreſt Lord Pigot, he has been 
ſent to the Mount, Where you will be pleaſed to keep him ſecured, 
ſhewing him every mark of reſpe&t and attention, until you receive 
further orders from us, 


We have this evening taken charge of the Government with the 
concurrence of the whole garriſon, 


We are, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervants, 


Fort St. George, G. 8, R. F, H. B, C. FE A. F, F N J. G. M. 
24th Auguſt, 1776. 


G. O. 


By George Stratton, Eſquire, Preſident, Henry Brooke, Sir Robert 
Fletcher, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, 
George Mackay, Eſquires, of Council at Fort St. George. 


IHE illegal, violent, and unconſtitutional conduct of Lord Pigot, 
Preſident of the Council, aided and aſſiſted by Meſſicurs Ruſſell, Dal- 
rymple, and Stone, in breaking through the politive orders of the 
Company, have compelled us, for the future welfare and preſervation 
of the affairs of the Company, to order Lord Pigot into- arreſt, and 
to ſuſpend from the Company's ſervice the other thiee gentlemen, 
until the Company's pleaſure ſhall be known; and George Strat- 
ton, Eſquire, being the next ſenior ſervant to Lord Pigot, agreeable 
| S'T ©: | to 
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to the orders of the Company, is appointed Preſident, and is to be 
obeyed as ſuch; and all the officers and ſoldiers on this eſtabliſhment 


are hereby ordered to pay due obedience to us, the only legal repre. 
ſentatives of the Company. | 


Fort St, George, 
24th Auguſt, 1776, 10 P. M. 


To Claud Ruſſell, Eſq; 


SIR, 


THE very illegal and unconſtitutional condu& you have obſerved 
in the ſupport you have given to Lord Pigot, convinces us that no 
dependance can be placed in you; and conſidering how much the 
affairs of the Company have ſuffered through theſe means, we are 
reduced to the neceſſity of ſuſpending you, and you are accordingly 
hereby ſuſpended from the ſervice: 


We are, Sir, 
Your moſt. obedient ſervants, 


Geo. Stratton 
A. Palmer 
. Henry Brooke 
Fort St. George, Francis Jourdan. 
24th Augult, 1776. 


To Alexander Dalrymple, Eſq. 


S IR, 


THE very illegal and unconſtitutional conduct you have obſerved 


in the ſupport you have given to Lord Pigot, convinces us that no 
2 | | dependance 
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dependance can be placed upon you; and conſidering how much the 
affairs of the Company have ſuffered through theſe means, we are 
reduced to the neceſſity of ſuſpending you, and you are n. 


| ſulpended the ſervice. 
We are, . Sir, 


Your very obedient ſervants, 


GEO. STRATTON, &c. 


To John Maxwell Stone, Ejq, 


S'I R, 


THE very illegal, violent, and unconſtitutional conduct you have 
obſerved, in the ſupport you have given to Lord Pigot, convinces us 
that no dependance can be placed upon you; and conſidering how 
much the affairs of the Company have ſuffered through theſe means, 
we are reduced to the neceſſity of ſuſpending you, and you are ae- 
cordingly ſuſpended from the ſervice. 


We are, Sir, 


Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient ſervants, 


24th Auguſt, 1776.. | | 
GEO. STRATTON, &c:. 


Ordered, That letters be prepared to be diſpatched to-morrow morn- 
ing to all the ſubordinate factories, and to all the officers commanding 
the ſeveral -oat-garriſons, informing them, that the illegal conduct of 
Lord Pigot, Melſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone, having reduced 
us to the neceſſity of arreſting Lord Pigot, and of ſulpending the others 
from the Company's ſervice, George Stratton, Eſq. the next ſenior 
ſervant to Lord Pigot, is now Preſident of the Council of Fort St. 
George. 


The 
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The attendance of Colonel Stuart at the Board being now deſired, 
he accordingly attends, and lays before the Board the following copy 
of the orders iſſued by him to Major Horne. 


Copy of the order given by Colonel Stuart to Major Horne. 


SIR, 


IN conſequence of the powers veſted in me for the public ſafety 
of the ſettlement at this alarming criſis, I have ſecured the perſon of 
Lord Pigot, and have put his Lordſhip under the care of Captain 
- Lvſaughrt, to be delivered over to you; theſe are therefore to order 
you, Major Horne, to take the perſon of the ſaid Lord Pigot into 
your charge and cuſtody, until you ſhall reeeive further orders from 
the legal Civil Government in and over the Preſidency of Fort St, 
George, to which, as the repreſentatives of the Eaſt-India Company, 
or of the Court of Directors, we are bound by our oath of fidelity to 
pay obedience. 


His Lordſhip is conſtantly to be in the view either of yourſelf, or 
of an officer under your command, but he is not to be permitted to 
carry arms, nor to correſpond or converſe upon matters which any way 
concern civil or military buſineſs; and in caſe-of refuſal to conform 
to this order, the letters are to be ſtopped, and the perſon diſmiſſed 
with whom uch converſation 1s held. 


It is needleſs to — to a man of your feeling, that Lord Pigot is 
to be treated with every mark of attention and reſpect ſuited to the 
ſituation which the preſent exigency of affairs makes neceſſary, 


His Lordſhip's family and ſervants are to be permitted to viſit and 
-attend him, but the number limited, and at your diſcretion. 


Theſe 
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Theſe, Sir, are my orders and inſtructions to you, which nothing 
but an order of Government, regularly ſignified to you, is to ſuper- 
ſede in any particular, | 

Given under my hand at Fort St. George, this 24th day of 
Auguſt, 1776. | 
(Signed) JAMES STUART, 


By order of Government, acting commander of all the forces under 
the Preſidency of Fort St. George, and alſo of the garriſon 
within the ſaid Fort. 


To Major Horne, 


TO be delivered by Captain Lyſaught, who is hereby ordered to 
take an acknowledgment in writing from Major Horne that he has re- 
_ ceived Lord Pigot into his charge. 


he preceding is a true copy of the original inſtructions from me to 


Major Horne. | 
JAMES STUART. 


Every thing being in perfect tranquillity in the garriſon, and it be- 
ing midnight, it is agreed to adjourn till to-morrow morning fix 
o'clock. | | 


Ar A CONSULTATION. Preſent, 


Monday 
George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and Governor. 1 kx 
Henry Brooke. Sir Robert Fletcher 7 
Charles Floyer Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay 


Read and approved the proceedings of the laſt conſultation. 


Meſſrs. Oakely and Sulivan attend the Board in conſequence of the | 
orders iſſued to them laſt night, and inform us, that being out of town, 
a 5 K | they 
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they did not receive their reſpective orders until the Council had ad- 
journed, and beg leave to addreſs the Board in the ig joint mi- 
nute: 


Alter the members of the Board, who voted againſt the ſuſpenſion or 
Meſſieurs Stratton and Brooke, had ſeparated themſelves from the reſt 
of the Council, and had proteſted againſt their proceedings as illegal, 
we thought it incumbent on us to enter a minute on the records, con- 
taining our particular reaſons for acting under the Preſident Lord Pi- 


got and the Gentlemen of Council who remained; we conceived it did 


not belong to us to judge of the propriety or the legality of the pro- 
ceedings on which the ſuſpenſion was grounded, but whilſt his Lord- 
ſhip continued Preſident of the Council, and was acknowledged as ſuch 
even by thoſe members who had withdrawn themſelves, we conſidered 
him as the only perſon who could legally afſemble the Council, and 
that no act of Government could be made unleſs the Council were fo 
aſſembled. 


Theſe being our fentiments, we determined to continue in our re- | 
ſpective ſtations under the orders of Lord Pigot and the Gentlemen 
who remained with him; and from the time we came to that reſolu- 


tion, we are conſcious that we acted moſt faithfully in our ſeparate 


truſts. We had no communication with the ſeceding members, nor 


had we the leaſt knowledge or idea of thoſe intentions which they 


afterwards put in execution. 


Proceeding upon the principles we have before mentioned, when the 
Gentlemen now at the Board poſſeſſed themſelves of all the powers ot 
government, and proceeded formally to declare Lord Pigot diveſted of 
his office, and to elect another Preſident in his room; without taking. 
upon ourſelves to judge of the propriety of the meaſure, which we are 
clear is no part of our province, we determined, as zealous and faithful 
Kryants of the Company, to * and n the orders of the 

I preſent 
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preſent Government; being ſatisfied in our own minds, that, by ſuch 
conduct only in their ſervants, the Company's affairs can be preſerved in 
order, until the Court of Directors ſhall have ſignified their pleaſure 
upon the late proceedings, 


CHA®. OAKELEY. 
R. J. SULIVAN. 


Ordered, That the Secretaries do immediately ſummon the civil and 
military ſervants of the Company, and the other inhabitants of this Set- 
tlement, to attend at the Fort-Houſe at eleven o'clock. 


Ordered, That the following general orders be immediately iſſued by 
this Board to all the ſubordinate ſettlements and out-garriſons under 
this Preſidency. | | 


G. O. Fort St. George, 25th Auguſt, 177 C 


By George Stratton, Eſquire, Preſident, Henry Brooke, Sir Robert Flet- 
cher, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, George 


Mackay, Eſquires, of Council at Fort St. George. 


The illegal, violent, and unconſtitutional conduct of Lord Pigot, late 
Preſident of the Council, aided and aſſiſted by Meſſieurs Ruſſell, Dal- 
rymple, and Stone, in breaking through the poſitive orders of the Com- 
pany, have compelled us, for the future welfare and preſervation of the 
affairs of the Company, to order Lord Pigot into arreſt, and to ſuſpend 
from the Company's ſervice the other three Gentlemen until the Com- 
pany's pleaſure ſhall beknown. And George Stratton, Eſquire, being the 
next ſenior ſervant to Lord Pigot, is, agreeably to the orders of the Com- 
pany, appointed Prefident, and is to be obeyed as ſuch. And all the 
officers and ſoldiers upon this eſtabliſhment, are hereby commanded to 
pay due obedience to our orders figned by ourſelves, or our Secretary, 
ve; the majority of the Council, being the only legal repreſentatives 


of the Company. | 
Letters 


„ 


Letters being prepared, agreeable to the Board's reſolution of laſt night, 
to the Chiefs and Councils of Mazulipatam, Vizagapatam, Ganjam, and 
Cuddalore, enclofing copy of the Proclamation to be publiſhed at each 
Settlement; the ſame are now figned, and ordered to be ſent immedi-' 
ately. 


To Charles Smith, Eſquire, Chief and Council of Ganjam. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE violent and illegal proceedings of Lord Pigot, and Meſſrs, 
Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone, having obliged us to arreſt the perſon 
of Lord Pigot, and ſuſpend the other three gentlemen, we have 
named George Stratton, Eſquire, next ſenior ſervant of the Company, 
ſident of the Council, You are therefore hereby ordered to pay 
due obedience to us, the majority of the Council, being the only le- 
gal repreſentatives of the Company. 

We are, Gentlemen, 


Your affectionate friends, 
STRATTON and 1 Council 


P. S. Encloſed is a copy of + a Proclamation to be publiſhed at your 
Settlement. 


The ſame was wrote to the other ſubordinates. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do forthwith tranſmit to all officers, 
commanding garriſons and detachments on this coaſt, copies of the 
proclamation, to be by them publiſhed to all under their <p ag 
commands. 


Reſolved, That the following letter be written and diſpatched ex- 
preſs to Major Horne, commanding the artillery at the Mount. 


To 
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To Major Horne, commanding at the Mount. 


SIR, 


Mr. Claud Ruſſell having laſt night made attempts to get the main 
guard under arms, and as he and his aſſociates may endeavour to ſend | 
letters to the out garriſons, we requeſt you would endeavour to pre- 
vent their conveying papers to Lord Pigot's hand to be figned by him, 
or their holding correſpondence with him, whilſt he is.under your 
charge, unleſs in your own preſence, As your laſt reſource, . in any at- 
tempt to reſcue Lord Pigot, his life muſt anſwer for it; and this you 
are to ſignify to him. | 

Fort St. George, STRATTON and Council. 
25th Aug. 1776. 


P. S. The Nabob has been applied to for a party of horſe to be put 
under your command, and they are for the purpoſe of conveying quick 
intelligence to us, and for ſuch other purpoſes as you ſhall think neceſ- 
ſary. We truſt to your making ſuch a diſpoſition of the force under 
your command, as-to prevent the poſhbility of a ſurpriſe, or the ſue- 
ceſs of any attempt that may.be made-by Lord Pigot and his affociates. 


STRATTON and Council. 


Reſolved alſo, That the following letter be wrote to Lieutenant. Colo 
nel Harper, commanding at Tanjore. 


SIR; 


WE fend you herewith a proclamation, which you will read at the 
head of the troops. We truſt you will make ſuch a diſpoſition of the 
troops, as to prevent inſult from any quarter, and to ſecure the fort and 
garriſon of Tanjore, by ordering the battalions now in the country to 
draw nearer to the garriſon whenever you judge it neceſſary, and to- 
| Si give. 
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give the earlieſt intimation of every circumſtance deſerving our notice, 
You will correſpond with Colonel James, commanding at Trichino. 
poly, for the mutual ſecuriry of both places. This we give only as a 
general caution, not that we have any reaſon to apprehend any diſturban- 
ces, every thing being thoroughly ſettled and in perfect tranquility 
here; and you may aſſure the Rajah of our protection and firmeſt 

We ate, &c. 

Fort St. George, STRATTON and Council. 

25th Auguſt, 1776. 


The Board now proceed to take into confideration the conduct of Mr, 
Richard Lathom, Chief of Cuddalore, who they underſtand was ſummon- 
ed, for the firſt time ſince his arrival at the Preſidency, about twelve 
days ago, by the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, on the evening of the 
22d ultimo, to attend the Council the next morning, after the illegal at- 
tempt to ſuſpend Mr, Stratton and Mr. Brooke ; and finding, on enquiry, 
that none of the proceedings of Lord Pigot, Meflrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, 
Stone, and Lathom, are in any of the public offices, or in charge of either 
of the Secretaries or their aſſiſtants, the Board deem it neceſſary to put 
the following queſtions to Mr. R. J. Sulivan, the military Secretary, 
who attended Lord Pigot and the other four gentlemen at their meeting 
on the 23d ultimo, = 


Mr. Secretary Sulivan. Did you attend at the meeting of Lord Pigot, 
Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, and Lathom, held on the 23d ultimo, ? 
Anſwer. I did, by their order. | 


Queſtion. Was Mr, Lathom preſent at the delivery and peruſal of the 
letter of proteſt igned by Mr, Stratton and the fix other members, 


compoſing the majority of the Council, and addreſſed to Lord Pigot, 
| Meſſts. 
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Meſſrs. Ruſſell, be and Stone, dated and — to thoſe 
gentlemen on the 23d ultimo, ? | 

Anſwer. Mr. Lathom was preſent, and ſitting as a member at that 
meeting. | 


" Queſtion. Did Lord Pigot, Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, and 
Lathom, come to any reſolution upon the ſaid letter of proteſt on 
the day it was delivered? 

| Anſwer. The proteſt was delivered to Lord Pigot on the morning of 
the 23d ultimo, when it was read and entered without any remark; it 
was not till the evening that Lord Pigot and the other gentlemen came 
to a reſolution thereon, | | 


Queſtion, What reſolution did Lord Pigot, Meſlts. Ruſſe, Dal- 


rymple, Stone, and Lathom, come to on the ** 23d ultimo upon 
the ſaid letter of proteſt ? 

Anſwer. They came to the reſolution of ſüſpending from the Com- 
panyꝰs ſervice Meſſrs. Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, until the 
pleaſure of the Court of Directors ſhould be Rhownz and of putting Bri- 
gadier-General Sir Robert Fletcher under arreſt, for being concerned in 
circulating letters, tending to excite and cauſe mutiny and ſedition 
among the troops in this garriſon; and to appoint Colonel James Stuart 
to the chief command of the forces under this preſidency. 


Queſtion, What further orders did they iſſue ? 

Anſwer, They ordered me to write letters of ſuſpenſion to the four 
gentlemen before- named; they ordered Captain Wood, the town Ma- 
Jor, to ſerve the letter of arreſt upon Brigadier-General Sir Robert. 


Fletcher; Lieutenant Prendergaſt to wait upon Colonel Stuart, with the 


general orders appointing him to the chief command of the forces ; 
and they further ordered Mr. Secretary Oakely and me to ſtop the dil- 
Patch of che Tappals, 

Queſtion, 


1 
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Queſtion, Do you recollect what paſſed between Lord Pigot, or any of 
his aſſociates, and Mr, Bromley, the Notary Public, upon or after the 
delivery of the ſaid proteſt ? 7 * 

Anſwer. On the morning of the 23d, Mr. Bromley, Notary Public, 
came into the conſultation room, where Mr, Ruſſell, Mr. Dalrymple, 
Mr. Stone, and Mr, Eathom, to che belt of his recollection, were ſitting, 
and not finding Lord Pigot there, he went into a private apartment, 
where he was informed his Lordſhip was; and there, I ſhould imagine, 
he delivered to his Lordſhip the letter of proteſt. In the afternoon Mr. 
Bromley was ſent for by Lord Pigot and the abovenamed gentlemen, 
and having attended in conſequence, his Lordſhip took him into .a pri- 
vate apartment, when he had ſome converſation with. him. Sometime 
afterwards I heard a noiſe on the outſide of the conſultation room door, 
and Lord Pigot threatened to ſend for the Sheriff, and put ſome perſon 
or other into confinement, but. for what. I could not underſtand, the 
door of the room being, I believe, ſhut at the time. His Lordſhip af. 
terwards came into the conſultation room, and Mr, Bromley being or- 
dered in.likewiſe, he was aſked who had given him orders to circulate 
the letter of proteſt, and. what thoſe orders were? This Mr. Bromley 
- declined anſwering, ſaying, as Notary Public, he was bound by oath to 
keep the ſecret of his client; that, from the nature of his office, he 
was obliged to act in the manner he had acted with reſpect to the letter 
of proteſt; that he was totally unacquainted with the merits of the 
cauſe, and therefore, having acted no otherwiſe than in his notorial ca- 
pacity, he humbly apprehended he was not liable to any kind of puniſh- 
ment. The criminality of circulating letters, however, of the above 
nature, to officers in garriſon, and thereby exciting a mutiny among the 
troops, was warmly urged to him, as well as the difference between what 
appeared to the Board the real duty of a Notary Public, and the line of 
conduct he had taken. In ſhort, after much talk on the ſubject, the 
Board took Mr. Bromley's word of honour that he would be forthcom- 
ing whenever they ſnould think proper to ſend for him, he having 


firſt acquainted them, that he received the letter of proteſt at Sir Ro- 
4 | bert 
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bert Fletcher's houſe from the gentlemen whoſe names were ſigned to 
it. This, to the beſt of my remembrance, is what paſſed be- 
tween Lord Pigot, Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, and Lathom, up- 
on and after the delivery of the proteſt. The ſcene of hurry and con- 
fuſion that matters were then involved in, as well as what has ſince hap- 
pened, may very probably have driven ſome trifling circumſtances from 
my memory; thoſe any way material I think J have rec ollected. 


Queſtion, Were Lord Pigot and the above four gentlemen unani- 
mous in the above reſolutions? 
Anſwer. They were unanimous. 


The Board are unanimouſly of opinion, that Mr. Richard Lathom 
having concurred in opinion with Lord Pigot, Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, 
and Stone, for the illegal attempt to ſuſpend Meſſrs. Floyer, Jourdan, 
Palmer, and Mackay, and in the reſolution for putting Brigadier-General 
Sir Robert Fletcher under arreſt, and thereby admitting the legality of 
the ſuppoſed ſuſpenſion of Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke on the 22d uſ- 
timo, as well as his concurring in the other meaſures aboverecired in the 
examination of Mr. Sulivan, is deſcrving of cenſure from this Board, 
and of immediate ſuſpenſion from the ſervice, 


It is therefore unanimouſly reſolved, that Mr. Richard Lathom be 
hereby ſuſpended the ſervice until he Company's pleaſure ſhall be 
known ; and that the following letter be ſent to him. 


To Richard Lathom, Ji. 
S IN, 1 
AS we find that you have joined Lord Pigot, the late Pieſident, in 
the illegal meaſures which have been adopred for the depriving the ma- 
jority of the Board of the government, we think proper to ſuſpend you 
from the Company's ſervice, and you are accordingly hereby N 
until the Company's pleaſure ſhall be known. | 
We are, Sir, 
Fort St. George, Your moſt obe dient ſervants, | 
25th Auguſt, 1776. |  STRATTON and Council. 
| $ WF Re ſolved. 
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Reſolved, That the Prefident be defired to write the following letter; 
to his Highneſs the Nabob, and to the Rajah oſ Tanjore. 


75 bis Highneſs Navaub Waulaujau, Umeer-ul-Hind, Onidut ul Mull, 
Auſuph ud Dowlah, Unwar ud-dien Cawn Behauder, Zupher Jung, 
Sepey Salaur, Subadar of the. Carnatic Payen Ghaut, 


May i it pleaſe your Highneſs, 

T HE unconſtitutional, violent, and illegal conduct of the late Pre- 
ſident Lord Pigot, aided and abetted by Meſſts. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, 
Stone, and Lathom, have reduced the majority of the Council, for the 
preſervation and welfare of the Company's affairs, to put the ſaid Pre- 
ſident into arreſt, and to ſuſpend the other four Gentlemen the ſervice, 
and by this meaſure the Government has devolved upon me. The 
Council join with me in aſſuring your Highneſs of our firm reſolution 


FT to ſhew your Highneſs every mark of attention, _—_— and _ 


L have the honour to be 
May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 
Tour Highneſs's moſt ſincere, moſt obedient, 
Fort St. George, | and moſt humble ſervant, 
26th Auguſt, 1776. GEO. STRATTON. 


To the Rajah of T, anjore, 
81 | 


THE unconſtitutional, violent, and lege conduct of the late Pre- 
fident Lord Pigot, aided and abetted by Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, 
Stone, and Lathom, have reduced the majority of the Council, for the 
preſervation and welfare of the Company's affairs, to put the ſaid Preſi- 
dent into arreſt, and ſuſpend the other four Gentlemen the Company's 
ſervice, and by this meaſure the Government has devolved upon me. 

The 
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The Colic join with me in aſſuring you of our firm mies to ſhew 
you every mark of attention and ſupport. 5 44 
I have the bibs tobe, Sir, 


Fort St. George, Your moſtobedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
25th Auguſt, 1776. GEO. STRAT TON. 


Wrote the following letter to the Officer commanding Captain. 
Kelly's battalion at Conjeveram. | 


To the Officer commanding Captain Kelly's battalion at Conjeveram. 


SIR, 


WE the Preſident and Council command you to obey no orders 
that you may receive but ſuch as are ſigned by us. | 


It is neceſſary to inform you, that on account of the illegal and un- 
conſtitutional conduct of Lord Pigot, Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and 
| Stone, the former is in arreſt, and the three latter are ſuſpended. from 
the ſervice unti] the Company's pleaſure ſhall be known. 


We are, Sir, 
Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient ſervants. 
25th Auguſt, 1776. 


You will acknowledge the receipt of this as ſoon as poſſible. 


Wrote a letter, to the ſame purport as the foregoing, to Captain Mac- 
kerel at Chingle put. | 


Received the following letter from Major Horne, in reply to our letter 
of this day's date. 


Ts 
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To George Stratton, Eſq. Cc. Gentlemen of Council. 


J am this moment favoured with your orders of this day's date, and 
have alſo to acknowledge a letter I received about twelve o'clock laſt 
night, and ſhall obſerve the inſtructions, Mr. Ruſſell, Mr, Dalrymple, 
and Mr. Lathom, have been here, and have been informed of the purport 
of your orders, and Sir Edward Hughes, to all of whom I have ſhewn 
ſuch attention as was due to Gentlemen. As they have not, in any re- 
ſpect, had any further intercourſe with his Lordſhip than a complimen- 
tary viſit, I am in no apprehenſion of any force on this coaſt being able, 
if inclined, to reſcue his Lordſhip ; and he expreſſes a particular ſatisfac. 
tion at being under my charge, as he is to be under no reſtraint at all; 
and as far as I can, with regard to my inſtructions being firſt complied 
with, ſha! pay his Lordſhip every attention and mark of reſpect in my 
power. | 


I have the honour to be, 
| Gentlemen, | 
mor o.> Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
25th Auguſt, 1776. MA T”. HORNE, 


The Board heing deſirous to ſhew every poſſible attention to Sir 
Edward Hughes, as Commander of his Majeſty's ſhips in India, the 
Preſident was defired to requeſt his preſence at his Board, with which 
requeſt Sir Edward Hughes immediately complied; and being ſeated, 
the Preſident explained to him the proceedings of the Council, in re- 

ſuming the executive powers of this Government, which had been 
uſurped by Lord Pigot and his aſſociates; and informed Sir Edward 
Hughes, that for his further ſatisfaction he ſhould have the peruſal or copy 
of the whole, or ſuch part of the Board's proceedings, as he may think 
neceſſa y for his information of the motives which have reduced the 
Board to the abſolute neceſſity of adopting theſe meaſures, for the gene- 


ral ſafety of the Company's poſſeſſions on this Coaſt, The Preſident 
| added, 
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added, in*the name of the Board, that he * for a continuance of 
aſſiſtance from him as Commander of his Majeſty's ſhips, whenever this 
Government ſhould deem it neceſſary to apply to him for it. Where- 
upon Sir Edward Hughes requeſted to have copies of the Proclama- 
tion and Commiſſion of Government, and withdrew. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do forthwith prepare copies of the above 
papers to be ſent to Sir Edward Hughes. 


Received, at; eight o'clock this evening the followia g letter from 
Major Horne: 


20 George Stratton, Eſq. Fc. Gentlemen of Council. 


MY Lord Pigot has juſt now ſignified his deſire to ſup this even- 
ing, and remain at the large houſe at the Mount, in company with. his 
family, and that an officer with a guard may attend him ; the officer 
to be conſtantly with him; I muſt requeſt you will fayour me with or- 
ders whether I may allow his requeſt. | 


I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Mount, 


25th Auguſt, 1776. MATW. HORNE. 
To which letter the following phy was immediately made: 
To Mejor Matthew Horne, Commanding at the Mount. 


8 1 Ry a 
We have this inſtant received your letter of this date, and in reply 
are to acquaint you, that Lord Pigot's requeſt to you, to be removed 
from his preſent place of reſidence, cannot be complied with. 


We are, Sir, 


fo Your moſt obedient ſervants, 

Fort St. George, | | 

25th Auguſt, 1776. | STRATTON and Council. 
5 N | The 
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The Preſident informs the Board, that he this morning took charge 
of the balance in the caſh cheſt, which is as follows: 


Pagodas — — 
Faname — — 


The e and Mr. Brooke) being Members of the Committee of 
; Treaſury, reſolved, that Mr Floyer, as the third ſenior Member of the 
Preſidency, be alſo a Member thereof during his continuance at the 
Preſidency. 


An account balances of the Treaſury is now delivered in by the Sub 
-Treaſurer, and is as follows: 


The Preſident acquaints the Board, that he underſtands, from a me- 
morandum in the hands of the Shroff, that the late Preſident, Lord Pigot, 
has in his W bills upon the n for the following ſums: 


A Bil upon Mr. Edward Monckton 1 30,000 Pagodas, due the 
8th of April laſt, being in part of a Kiſt for the Jagueer, 


A Bill upon Jaſing, for Pagodas 1,43,936, due zoth july laſt, of 
which there is ſtill due, Pagodas 1,25,267. 


A Bill upon Dunaroy and Jaſing, for the Poonamallee Kiſt, Pago- 
das 18,350, due 20th Auguſt, of which there is ſtill due Pagodas 4350, 


A Bill upon Jaſing, for the Jagueer, Pagodas 124,000, due the 
of which there is ſtill due Pagodas 1, og, ooo. 


Colonel Stuart having requeſted to attend the Board, in order to lay 
ſome information before them, relative to his own ſituation fince he 
was appointed to the chief command of the forces by Lord Pigot, 
Meſirs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, and Lathom ; the Colonel is called 
in, and lays before the Board copy of his letter to Lord Pigot dated 
_ yeſk-rday, and requeſts permiſſion to mention to the Board what paſſed 
on the occaſion. I FE) 
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To Lord Pigot, 


Fort St. George, 24th Auguſt, 1776; 
Seven o'clock in the morning. 


AS 1 am very imperfectiy . of the ſteps which have led to 
che honour conferred on me yeſterday, and not thinking myſelf entitled 
to a ſeat in Council, as matters are at preſent circumſtanced, I hope it 
will be agreeable to your Lordſhip, to allow me this day to peruſe 
the conſultations, or other papers paſſed in Council, on occaſion - of 
theſe unhappy differences. I doubt not but your Lordſhip will find 
this requeſt reaſonable, becauſe the practice of this ſervice gives ſuch 
information to the perſon commanding the forces from his ſeat in 
Council, I do not deſire to put your Lordſhip to the trouble of order- 
ing copies for my uſe, the Secretary need only point out to me what is 
proper for my information; tar I wiſh to act from information, ſo as to do 
my duty to my Honourable Employers, according to my oath of fideli- 
ty, for the public ſervice, and with honour to myſelf, I truſt therefore 
your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to agree to this requeſt before I am cal- 
led upon to execute any public act of authority. 


I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, | 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient and very humble ſervant, 
| JAMES STUART. 


I delivered this paper to his Lordſhip at the Giada bond imme- 
diately after breakfaſt. His Lordſhip read it attentively, and objected 
to the [aſt part of it, as it had the appearance of a bargain before I was 
to do my duty; he gave me no ſatisfactory anſwer as to the communi- 
cation requeſted, though I waited at home from nine o'clock to one, 
in expectation to be called for that purpoſe, When I went to dine at 


the 
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the admiralty with Lord Pigot, E again renewed the converſation, and 
urged the reaſonableneſs of my requeſt ; I obſerved, that to treat me 
otherwiſe, it was improper, from my rank and ſtation, as it was forcing | 
me to execute orders blindfolded ; however that it was in his Lordſhip's 
power to refuſe it, and that I knew my duty, and would do it. I was 
ſummoned to attend Council that evening at fix o'clock, when, in the 
council” room, much converſation paſſed on various matters, and 1 
again urged to his Lordſhip, in preſence of Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrym- 
ple, Stone and Lathom, the propriety of giving me communication 
of what had paſſed, but to no effect. In particular I recollect, that 
great pains were taken to obtain a public acknowledgement of the 
authority of that part of the Council then aſſembled, by my ordering 
officially the Adjutant-General to publiſh to the army the orders of the 
23d, whereby I was appointed Commander in Chief, and Sir Robert 
Fletcher was put under arreſt, 


Reſolved, That Colonel Stuart, as acting Commander in Chief of the 
forces during the preſent indiſpofition of Sir Robert Fletcher, and alſo 
as Commandant of this garriſon, do conſtantly attend this Board, that 


he may be ready to give his advice and affiſtance in matters regarding 
his ſtation. 


The Prefident acquaints the Board, that for the more expeditious 
conveying of letters and intelligence between this and the Mount, he 
had applied to the Nabob for a few of his horſemen, and that his 
Highneſs had in conſequence ſent twelve for that purpoſe ; fix of which 
the Prefident had ordered to remain here, and the ſame number at 
the Mount, of which major Horne is to be informed. 


| The Board adjourn till to-morrow eight o'clock. 


( 4g 
AT A CONSULTATION, 26th Auguſt, 1776. 


4 


PR EBS E N. 
George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident. 


Henry Brooke Sir Robert Fletcher 
Charles Floyer Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay 


Read and approved the proceedings of the 25th. 


Read the following letter from Major Horne to Mr. Secretary Suli- - 


van of this day's date. 
70 Richard F. Sulivan, Eſq. Military Secretary. 


SIR, 


I HAVE received yout letter of yeſterday, and have, in conſequence 
of the direction it contains, cauſed the proclamation that accompanied 
it to be read at the head of the troops belonging to this Cantonment. 
At the ſame time I received your letter, I received one from the Board 
reſpecting Lord — s remaining where he now is. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Mount, 


26th Auguſt, 1776. MATW. HORNE. 


Read the following letter from Mr. Charles Mordaunt, of this day's 
date, addreſſed to George Stratton, Eſq. Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry 
Brooke, Charles. Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and 
George Mackay, Eſqrss 


50 T6 


Monday, 


26th Auguſt, 
I 776. ö 


to your orders were a direct violation of the principles I profeſs.. 


26th Auguſt, 1776.. | CHARLES MORDAUNT.. 


to ſignify to him, that he ſtands fufpended accordingly; .until the plea- 


pointment to that office, and that he be directed to receive charge 


( 


To George Stratton, Ejfquire, Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles: 
Hover, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, George Mackay, — 


GENTLEMEN, 


AS I feel myſelf in duty bound toacknowledge the Right Honourable D 
LordPigot, and him only, as Governor and Preſident of Fort St. George, 
J am compelled, by my allegiance to the Company, and by the honour, 
of a Gentleman, to declare. my opinion, that unleſs. his commiſſion 
were cancelled by the authority from which it was derived, obedience- 


I. remain, Gentlemen, 


: Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Fort St. George, | 


The Board heſitate not a moment, in the conſideration of the afore- 
going letter from Mr Charles Mordaunt, to declare their entire diſ- 
approbation at his —— ta arraign and ſet atdefiance the conduct 
of this Board. | 


It is therefore unanimouſly reſolved, That Mr. Mordaunt 
be ſuſpended the ſervice; and the Secretary is hereby ordered 


fure of the Honourable Court of Directors ſhall be known; and that 
Mr. Mordaunt be ordered to deliver over to Mr. James Call his 
office of agent for Seapoy Half Mounting, . to which office we do now 
appoint him.. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do notify to Mr. James Call his ap- 


thereaf immediately; Sh 
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The Preſident informs the Board, that he received a viſit this 
morning from Sir Edward Hughes, accompanied by Captain Walters, 
of his Majeſty's ſhip the Saliſbury : That Sir Edward repeated his re- 
queſt to be furniſhed with a copy of the proclamation read to him 
yeſterday at the Board, and obſerved to the Preſident, that if the fort 
would falute his Majeſty's flag, he would return it with an equal 
number of guns in honour of this Government. 


Orders were therefore given immediately for a ſalute of fifteen guns, . 
which was returned with an equal number o* Sir Edward Hughes 
from his Majeſty's ſhip the Saliſpury. 


The Board, on reading over the proceedings of Council, 22d in- 
ſtant; obſerve, that ſeveral material circumſtances have been omitted, 
and others inſerted, which require explanation; but as it is their incli- 
nation and deſire, that every matter ſhould be ſtated clearly and truly 
as it hath paſſed, and not otherwife, they here find it neceſſary, for the 
information of the Honourable Court of Directors, to make ſome obſer-- 
vations upon that as well as upon the ſubſequent day's conſultation. 


Obſervation 1. Lord Pigot's charge againſt Meſſieurs Stratton and 
Brooke on the 2 2d inſtant, was founded on an act that the whole majo- 
rity of the Board had reſolved upon; conſequently thoſe gentlemen who 
compoſed the majority, and had not figned the order to the Secretary; . 
though they declared repeatedly they were determined ſo to do, were 
equally liable to this pretended ſuſpenſion with the others. 


Obſervation 2. Although the majority had not am opportunity of ſigning 
the order to the Secretary, being prevented by the very extraordinary 
behaviour of Lord Pigot, in ſnatching it from Mr. Brooke, yet they 
unanimouſly concurred, when the draught was written, in the neceſſity 
of giving it, and of their intention to ſign it- when it was copied fair. 


QObſerv. 
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Obſervation 3. Lord Pigot moved for the ſuſpenſion of Meſſieurs Strat- 
ton and Brooke immediately after producing the charge againſt them, 
excluded their votes, but voted himſelf, though the accuſer, and carried 
it by his caſting voice. This was evidently contrary to the rules and 
principles of the conſtitution of the ſervice, as well as thoſe of equity 


Obſervation 4. Before however Lord Pigot had made his motion for 
the ſuſpenſion of Meffieurs Stratton and Brooke, Mr. Jourdan moved, and 
was ſeconded by Mr. Mackay, that the Council ſhould be adjourned till 
the next morning at v0 o'clock, which motion ſhould have taken place 
before any other, and ſhould have been determined, either affirmatively 
or negatively, before his Lordſhip's motion could be put; his Lordſhip 
would not hear of the motion for adjournment, but hurried through 
his own, as has been already obſerved, his friends having been pre- 
pared before hand, and then, of his own authority, adjourned the Coun- 
cil, although a majority of the Board deſired he would keep the chair, 


Obſervation 5. A minute was given in by Mr. Stratton, on the motion 
made by the Preſident for ſuſpending him and Mr. Brooke; but as it 
contained a negative on the motion, Lord Pigot would not allow its 
being entered on the proceedings of that day; neither would he permit 
to be recorded a proteſt given in at the time by thoſe gentlemen againſt 
the illegality of his conduct, and that of his adherents, who voted for 
their ſuſpenſion. | | 


Obſervation 6. In this manner having, as he imagined, got rid of the 
votes of two of the majority, he, on the 22d, ordered the Secretary to 
ſend a ſpecial ſummons round to all the Council, Meſſieurs Stratton and 
Brooke excepted, defiring their attendance ti e next morning: That, 
however, which was moſt worthy of remark, in the ſummons was 


the name of Mr. Lathom, Chief of Cuddalore, and a member, it is 


true, 
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true, at that time, of government, but one who had been here for many 
days, without being ſummoned to attend Council. This ſhews evident- 
ly that Lord Pigot was predetermined in his plan, and had ſo concert- 
ed it with his affociates, as to bring matters to that criſis, before Mr. La- 
thom made his appearance, as to be certain of a majority of the Board, 
even if the friends of Meſſieurs Stratton and Brooke ſhould have attended 
after the illegal and arbitrary effort to deprive thoſe gentlemen of their 
ſeats. in Council, | 


The Board having attentively deliberated on the ſubje& of a letter to 
be written to Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, on the preſent ſituation 
of affairs at this ſettlement, it is unanimouſly reſolved to addreſs him in 
manner following; and as he may obtain ſome further information 
from a peruſal of the Board's proceedings of the 2oth and 22d inſtant, 
together with the foregoing explanatory notes, agreed that copies of 
them do accompany our letter. ; 79955 


To Sir Edward Hughes, Commodore and Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's 
ſhips in the Eaft-Indies. 


S 1 R, 


IHE violent and illegal proceedings of Lord Pigot, and Meſſieurs 

Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, and Lathom, having obliged us to arreſt the 
perſon of Lord Pigot, and to ſuſpend the other four gentlemen from 
the Company's ſervice, until the pleaſure of the Court of Directors 
ſhall be known; we have named George Stratton, Eſquire, next ſenior | 
ſervant of the Company, Preſident of the Council. 


We have the honour to tranſmit you copy of a proclamation, which 
we have thought it our indiſpenſable duty to publiſh, for the preſerva- 
tion of good order and government in the affairs of the Company 
committed to our charge, as their only legal repreſentatives on this 
coall; and, in compliance with the requeſt you were pleaſed to make, we 

| 1 encloſe 
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enclofe a copy of the minutes of conſultation of the 20th and 22d in- 
ſtant, with explanatory notes for your information; many other pro- 
ceedings of the Board give equal proofs of the unconſtitutional and il- 

legal conduct of Lord Pigot, but they are too voluminous for us to pre- 
pare at this time. 


It is beyond a doubt, that his views were, in an illegal and arbitrary 
manner, to ſecure a majority, without which he knew his ſchemes 
could not be carried into execution. We found ourſclves under the 
neceſſity, either of paſſively giving up our own rights and the known 
conſtitution of government, and of becoming acceſſaries in all the evil 
conſequences that might enſue, or, by ſeparating in the manner we did, 
ſhew, by the letter we ſent by the hands of the Notary Public, that as 
2 majority of the Council, that we were reſolved, in this extremity, to 
maintain the conſtitutional rights of the Company, and to fignify to all 


the Company's ſervants and dependants, that we required from them 
ſubmiſſion to our legal orders. 


In conſequence of this public act on our part, Lord Pigot, and the 
other gentlemen, proceeded immediately to the violent meaſure of put- 
ting the Commander in Chief in arreſt, and ſuſpending us who were of 
the Council. At this time we had in full view, and under our moſt ſe- 
rious conſideration, the critical fituation that public affairs. might be 
brought into, by the violent and arbitrary proceedings of ſuch a Pre- 
fident as Lord Pigot, who, from his commiſſion and local reſidence, 
was alſo commander of the fort and garriſon, if time and opportunity 
had been left him to influence the military in the ſupport of his illegal 
government. We alſo confidered the very great probability that the 
remaining part of the army, not under the orders of Lord Pigot, per- 
ceiving the injuſtice done to the Commander in Chief, who was put un- 
der arreſt for ſupporting the civil conſtitution of the Company, and 
well knowing that the army in general, and every impartial perſon in the 

ſettlement, 
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| ſettlement, were fully convinced, that a reſolution of the majority of 
Council was to them the only legal act of government. We ſay 
therefore, that deliberating with anxious minds upon the chance of 
ſuch a dreadful crifis, as that the fort and garriſon of Fort St. 
George, with an arbitrary and paſſionate man at their head, might 
poſſibly be ſeparated from the reſt of the Company's poſſeſſions on this 
Coaſt, and that the Nabob of the Carnatic, who is the ally of the 
Crown of Great Britain and the Company, who intruſts himſelf, his fa- 
mily and fortune, to the protection of the fort, might, by our paſſive 

delay, be abandoned to the perſon whom he thinks his bittereſt enemy, 
and of whoſe conduct towards this prince we have on a former occafion - 
given you a particular account; we heſitated not a moment to refame 
the government, in which we are warranted not only by the legal conſti- 
tution of the Company, but the ſupreme law of neceſſity, and the ſafety of 
the State, This event, fo intereſting to the welfare of the Company, has been 
in a great degree brought about by the good conduct and abilities which 

Colonel Stuart has ſhewn in the execution of our orders. We have alſo 


received every aſſiſtance and ſupport from the- Field and other Officers; 
and we are extremely happy to find ſuch a diſpoſition in the military, to 


reſtore and maintain the conſtitution and civil government of the Com 
pany's 
We beg leave to affure you, Sir, that we ſhall be happy onall occa- 


fions to teſtify the reſpect and eſteem we entertain for your public and 
private character, 


We have the honour to be, 
SIN 
your moſt obedient 
Fort St. George, and moſt humble ſervants, | 
26th Auguſt, 1776. STRATTON and Council. 


Agreed to adjourn until to-morrow morning at eight o'clock. 
| | AT 


Avguſlt 27. 
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AT A CONSULTATION, , Auguſt 27th 1776, 


P R E S E NT, 


The Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Governor, Preſident. 
| Henry Brooke Sir Robert Fletcher 
Charles Floyer Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay 


Read and approved the ge ue of e 


THE Preſident acquaints the Board, that he this morning received 


information from Colonel Stuart, that he had reaſon to apprehend there 


was ſome tampering with the troops at the Mount, by perſons in the 
intereſt of Lord Pigot and his aſſociates. 


The Poard aklhg into conſideration the many evils which may ariſe 
from the violent diſpoſition manifeſted by many of Lord Pigot's 
aſſociates ſince his removal to the Mount, their indefatigable purſuits 
in attemp ing to ſow diſaffection as well in the civil as in the military 
ſervants of the Company within this Fort, the late attempt of Mr. 
Claud Ruſſell to ſtir up ſedition amongſt the troops in garriſon, to- 
gether with the apprehenſion expreſſed by Colonel Stuart, are circum- 
ſtances which afford too great cauſe of ſuſpicion, that Lord Pigot and 
ethers will perfiſt in the meaſure of ſeducing the troops at the Mount, 
and that his Lordſhip's preſent reſidence there may furniſh the ready 


means of creating diſturbances, 


The Fortreſs of Chingleput, diſtant about thirty-ſix miles from 
Fort St. George, appearing in every reſpect a more eligible place for 
Lord Pigot's reſidence during his being under arreſt, as well in point 
of the ſalubriety of that place, as in his being removed at ſuch a diſtance 


from this Fort, as to render any attempts that may be made by his 
4 Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip and friends, for diſturbing the public tranquillity, much more 
difficult than it may be in his preſent. reſidence. 


The Board are unaminiouſly of opinion, for the reaſons above - men- 

tioned, that Lord Pigot ſhould as ſoon as poſſible be removed to 
Chingleput; and in order that his Lordſhip may meet with every poſ- 
ſible mark of reſpect and attention, and for his better accommodation 
during his refidence there it is agreed that a Field Officer be ap- 


pointed to the command of that garriſon. 


Reſolved in conſequence, That Major William Cooke be appointed 
to the command of in and ordered to proceed thither 1 im- 
mediately. i 


In conſequence of the foregoing reſolution the following letters. 
are now wrote: | | 


| To Colonel Stuart. 
SIR, : | 

CONSIDERING the late attempt made by Mr. Ruſſell, the vio- 
lent diſpoſition of the reſt of Lord Pigot's aflociates, and the methods 
which have been uſed to tamper with the military, we hereby em- 
power you to take any further. meaſures you may judge neceſſary for 
the ſecurity of his Lordſhip's perſon: we are extremely deſirous to 
avoid every chance either of public diſturbances. or riſk to. Lord 
Pigot's life. In caſe of attempts to carry him off, we truſt you will 
uſe every wiſe precaution to guard againſt ſuch. miſchiefs ; and we 
hereby command all officers civil. and military to obey your. orders 
touching this important charge. 


We are, &c. 


Fort St. George, 
27th Auguſt, 1776. GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council. 


180 | To 


d 


To Major Cooke. 


8 IR, 
HAVING appointed you to the command of Chingleput, you are 
accordingly to repair thither, and take upon you the command of that 
Fort as ſoon as poſſible. 


We are, Sir, 
Pe | Your moſt obedient ſervants, 
Fort St. George, | 
27th Auguſt, 1776. GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council. 
To Captain Mackarell. 
SIR, | 


| HAVING appointed Major Cooke to the command of Chingleput, 
you are hereby directed to deliver over the charge of that Fort to him, 


We are, Sir, 


Fort St. George, | Ycar moſt obedient ſervants, 
27th Avguſt, 1776. | 1 
| GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council. 


The Preſident lays before the Board the. following Letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, commanding at Tanjore, to Lord-Pigot, 
as Preſident and Governor of Fort St. George. 


To the Right Honourable: Lord Pigot. 


My Lord, | . | 
T TAKE the liberty to inform you, that a talk prevails here, and 


I believe with ſome foundation, that a correſpondence is carried on 
| between 
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between the Rajah and Marattas, and that a brother to Guligifliapah, | 
by name Narſiganah, and one Cockajee Ponke, tranſacts the buſineſs 
with that government, and reſides at Satter. They write from thence 
(it's ſaid) that according to the Rajah's requeſt, they are getting four 
thouſand horſe ready to proceed with to Tanjore, How true this may 
be I cannot aſcertain; the Rajah has never mentioned. a word of it 
to me. 


I alſo beg leave to mention, that the Rajah propoſes going to the 
dam ſhortly, to ſee how his people go on with reſpe& to the repairs 
of the bank ; from thence he intends to take a ſmall circuit through 
part of the country: he tells me he ſhall be out about fourteen days. 
He is very deſirous of my accompanying him, and to take four 
companies of Seapoys; if this ſhould meet with the Right Honour- 
able the Preſident and Council's approbation, to whom I have wrote 
on the ſubject, I mean to take two companies from hence, and two 


from thoſe doing duty in the country. 
I remain with perfect reſpect, 
8 My Lord, 


Your moft obedient humble ſervant, 
Tanjore, | 
23d Auguſt, 1776. H. HARPER, 


Read alſo a letter rom Colonel Harper, received this morning. 


| 70 the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council of Fort St. George. 


Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


I TAKE the liberty to inform you, that the Ryah purpoſes going 
to the dam ſhortly, to examine how his people go on with reſpect to 
the 


( 430 ) 
the repairs of the banks, &c. from thence he intends to take a ſmall 
circuit through the country. He tells me he ſhall be out about four- 
teen days, and is very deſirous of my accompanying him, and to take 
four companies of Seapoys; ſhould the above meet with your appro- 
bation; I mean, if you have no objection, to take two companies 
from hence, and the other two from thoſe doing duty in the country, 


I remain with the greateſt reſpect, 
Right Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Tanjore, | 
24th Auguſt, 1776. 1 H. HARPER. 


To which the following letter is ſent in anſwer: 


To Lieutenant- Colonel Harper, commanding at Tanjore. 


SIR, 

WE have received your letter of the 24th. If the Rajah pleaſes to 
go to the Anacut, to ſee the repair of the bank, we can have no ob- 
jection, but it will not be convenient that you ſhould leave the gar- 
riſon at preſent. Whenever the Rajah chooſes to go, you will ſend 
an eſcort with him, not exceeding the number you mention, but we 
think leſs might be ſufficient. 


Of the two battalions divided over the Tanjore country, we wiſh 
you to draw within gun ſhot of your garriſon as many as can poſli- 
bly be ſpared from the ſervice they are now employed upon. 


Every thing here is in the moſt perfe& tranquillity, and we are 
overjoyed to find the late alteration in IRENE meets with appro- _ 


bation, 
5 | We 
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We deſire you will ſend us an account of the quantity of rice and 
paddy you have in ſtore for the uſe of the n 


We are, Sir, 
22 ' Your moſt obedient ſervants, 
Fort St. George, | 
27th Auguſt, 1776. | GEORGE STRATTON, &c, Council, 


. Read a letter from Captain Mackarell, commanding at Chingleput. 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Eſquire, Preſident and W Sc. 
Council of Fort St. George. 


Honourable Sir nd Sirs, | 
I HAVE been honoured with your letter of yeſterday, acquaint- 
ing me, that on account of the illegal and unconſtitutional con- 
duct of Lord Pigot, Meſſieurs Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone, the 
former is in arreſt, the three latter ſuſpended from the ſervice, 
until the Honourable Company's pleaſure ſhall be known ; in conſe- 
quence whereof, you command me to obey no orders but ſuch as are 
ſigned by the Preſident (the Honourable George Stratton, Eſq.) and 
Council. I have likewiſe received your ſecond letter and proclamation, 
with an order from the Honourable Board accompanying it ; on receipt 
of which I ordered the troops under arms, read the proclamation and 
order of the Honourable Board to the whole garriſon, and had it 
explained particularly to the Seapoys. I ſhall be very punctual in 
executing every order I receive from the Honourable Board. 


I am, Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 
Chingleput, . 
26th Auguſt, 1776. TIMY- MACKARELL. 


5 R In 
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In conſequence of our reſolution to remove Lord Pigot to this fortreſs 
of Chingleput, the following letter is now wrote to Major Horne, com- 
manding at the Mount. 


To Myer Horne. 
SIR, 


WE have this day 3 certain letters, which give us Wap 
grounds to think there is an intention to tamper with the ſoldiers of 
this garriſon, and alſo with thoſe-of your corps, in favour of Lord Pi- 
got; this obliges us to come to the reſolution of removing his Lordſhip 
without delay to a place of more ſafety, at the ſame time with every 
attention to Lord Pigot's health and cony enicnce. 


We have for this purpoſe empowered Colonel Stuart to take the 
meaſures he thinks proper for conveying Lord oth in ſafety to the 
place of his deſtination. 


We are informed that the Adjutant-General will be employed to re- 
.ceive his Lordſhip from you this night, ſo ſoon as it can be done, with- 
out giving unneceſſary alarm to Lord Pigot's family. 


We have left the diſpoſition in the power of Colonel Stuart, who 
will write you particularly, and all his orders on this occalipn are to be 
_ obeyed. 


Me are exceflively ſenſible of the very great inconvenience which 
you and your family muſt have been put to, during Lord Pigot's flay 
in your houſe; we are no leſs ſo of the fidelity and attention with which 
you have diſcharged the important truſt repoſed in you; and we take 
this occaſion to aſſure you, we ſhall ever be mindful of your ſervices, 
We are, Sir, 
Fort St. George, Vour moſt obedient ſervants, 
27th Avguſt, 1776. GEO. STRAT TON, &c. Council. 


P. S. We give you this early notice to prepare for what is to 
happen this night, but you. are not to divulge it to any one. 
3 | Received 
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Received the following letter from Sir Edward Hughes : 


To George Stratton, Efqvire, Preſident and Governor, Sc. Council of Fort St. 
George, 


Sir and Gentlemen, | 


I HAVE received your letter of ly, with the copy of your 
proclamation | of the 24th, and of the minutes of conſultation of the 
20th and 22d inſtant, explaining the motives of our late proceedings 
' with reſpect to the putting under arreſt the perſon of the Right Ho- 
nourable George Lord, Pigot, the Prefident, and of your ſuſpending 
from the ſervice of the Company, Claud Ruflell, A. Dalrymple, 
J. M. Stone, and Richard Lathom Eſquires, members of Coun- 
cil, You are alſo pleaſed to inform me, that you had named 
George Stratton, Eſquire, to be Preſident of the Council, and Governor 


of Fort St. George, which, as your proclamation ſetteth forth, is accord- 
ing to the orders of the Company. 


In reply I have to ſay, that as a anc ſubject, and a hearty woll- 
wiſher to our Country and the Company, and as the known friend of 
all parties, it will be difficult for me to expreſs to you my amazement 
and ſorrow at ſuch diſagreements between them, productive of ſuch 
extraordinary and unprecedented conſequences, 


You may be naturally led to ſuppoſe, Gentlemen, that fituated as I 
am, and finding you in poſſeſſion of the government of a Preſidency, 
I am ordered by his Majeſty to communicate with confidentially for the 
good of the common cauſe, and for the welfare and intereſts of the 
Company, I ſhall. join you in all ſuch meaſures tending to thoſe defir- 


able ends whenever you find proper to call on me for affiſtance, I am 
with regard, 


Sir and Gentlemen, 


Saliſbury, i in Madras Your moſt obedient 
Roads, the 27th day and moſt humble ſervant, 
of Auguſt, 1776 EDWD. HUGHES. 


I have 
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I have received copy of the Commiſſion of Government. | 


Agreed to adjourn till 6 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


AT A CONSULTATION. 28th Auguſt, 1776. 


Welneſday, 
28th Auguſt P R E S E N T, 
The Honourable George Stratton, Eſq; Governor, Preſident, 
| Henry Brooke Sir Robert Fletcher 
Charles Floyer Archdale Palmer 


Francis Jourdan George Mackay. 


The Minutes of laſt Conſultation read and approved. 


THE Secretaries lay before the Board the following letters received 
by them from Mr. Dalrymple: 


To Mr. Secretary Oakeley. 


SIR, 


I BEG to know if I am debarred free acceſs to the Company's 


records. I am, 
8 


27th Auguſt, 1776. Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
A. DALRYMPLE. 


To Mr. Secretary Sulivan. 


SIX. 


I BEG to know if I am * free acceſs to the Company's | 


records, I am, 
SIR, 


27th Auguſt, 1776. | Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
| | A. DALRYMPLE 


The 
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The Board are of opinion, that Mr. Dalrymple may be furniſhed 
with a copy of ſuch proceedings as concern himſelf, but that he ought 


not to have acceſs to the records in the office, of which the Secretaries 
are e directed to inform him. 


The Preſident lays before the Board the following letters, which are 
now read: 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Eſquire. 


Honourable Sir, 


IT is with the higheſt ſatisfaction I hs this early opportunity of 
congratulating you on the late happy event, being aſſured it will re- 
dound as much to your honour and the Gentlemen concerned, as to 
the intereſt of our Honourable Employers and the public good in ge- 
.neral ; I propoſe paying you my reſpects in perſon ſoon. I am with 
the greateſt eſteem, Fc | 


Honourable Sir, 


Poonamalee, _, Your moſt obedient and very humble Tervan t, 
Auguſt 27th, 1776. | . DOE 
| WY? FL 1-N:T. 


To Mr. R. J. Sulivan, Secretary. 
SIN, 
THE general orders of the 25th inſtant from the Governor and 


Council I have received, and have made them public in this garriſon 
and its dependencies. I am, 


SIR, 


Vellore, Jour moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 


27th Auguſt, 1776. 
1 J. FITZGERALD. 


3 To 
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To cores Stratton, Eft: Prefident and Governor, &. Council of Fort Si. 
George. | 


Sir and Gentlemen, | | | 
I AM to inform you that Lord Pigot has claimed the prote&ion 
of the King's flag, and I am in conſequence to require, in his Majeſty's 
name, that Major Horne be ordered to give his Lordſhip ſafe conduct 
to my ſhip. I find myſelf under the neceſſity of remaining with his 
Lordſhip until your orders ſhall arrive here, and deſire therefore that 
they be ſent to Major Home with all convenient gn, I am, 


Sir and Gentlemen, 
Mount, 12 at Noon, | 'Your moſt obedient. humble fervant, 
27th Auguſt, 1776. Wenn Noot L! 
| EDWPD, HUGHES, 


In 1 of the reſolution of a for Lord Pigor s remo? 
_ to 3 the following general orders are now iſſued: 


.- The Preſident — Council being of opinion, that che vicinity of 

Lord Pigot's reſidence may be attended with many inconveniences, 
had empowered Lieutenant-Colonel Edington to remove his Lordſhip 
to Chingleput, a place from its ſituation very healthy, and where every 
perſonal attention would be paid him; but as Sir Edward Hughes 
made a requeſt that Lord Pigot ſhould remain at the Mount, the 

Board, willing to pay every reſpect to his requeſt, conſented for the 
preſent that he ſhould continue there. 


28th _ Sent the following letter to Major Horne, enclofing one for Lord 
* Pigot: | 


To 
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g To Major Horne. 
SIR, : 
WE ſend you a letter for Lord Pigot, which you will be pleaſed 


to deliver him. If he ſhould refuſe to receive it you have a copy of 
it and will communicate the contents to his Lordſhip. 


| We are, Sir, &c, 
Fort St. George. 


sch Auguſt, 1776. GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council. 


To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot. 


My L ORD, 


WE are extremely concernedl chas a notion ſhould have prevailed 
in your Lordſhip's mind, that you were to have been removed from 
Gingee ; and we take this opportunity of aſſuring your Lordſhip, that 
no ſuch idea ever did occur, or could have occurred to vs, 


We reſolved this morning to make your Lordſhip an offer, which 
we now do, of removing to any ſettlement upon the coaſt that you 
ſhall give a preference to, where there is a Chief and Council, provided 
that you pledge your word of honour to remain in quietneſs within 
the of ſuch ſettlement, until the Company's pleaſure concerning 
your Lordſhip's conduct and our's reſpectively. 


If your Lordſhip ſhall be pleaſcd to conſent to this propoſal, we will 
order the beſt houſe in ſuch ſettlement to be prepared for your recep- 
tion, that every neceſſary be furniſhed you at the Company's expenſe, 
and that every reſpect and attention be paid to your perſon, 


At the ſame time that we make the above ofer to your Lordſhip, 


we think it neceſſary to add, that if your cpa ſhould prefer em- 
bart 8g 


:5th Avguſl, 
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barking for 8 in one of che Company's ſhips, we will order 
every accommodation in our power. We arc, 


My LORD, 
Four Lordſhip's moſt obedient humbie ſervants, 


Fort St. George, | 21 | | 
28th Auguſt, 1776. GEORGE STRAT'TON, &c. Council, 
AT A CONSULTATION, 29th Auguſt, 1596. 


2 2 =» © 38 39 oe | 
The Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Governor, Preſident. 


Henry Brooke Sir Robert Fletcher 
Charles-Floyer Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan + George Mackay. 


The Preſident lays before the Board the following letter: 


Honourable Sir, 


LAST night about eleven o'clock 1 received the Board's diſpatch, 
together with your ſeparate letter. My Lord and Sir Edward Hughes 
were both at table with my family, &c. I delivered his Lordſhip 
the Board's letter, and Sir Edward your's. His Lordſhip read 
his publickly, but made no comments on it; he ſoon afterwards 
ſent it to Mrs. Monckton, and retired to reſt. Sir Edward ſlept here 
alſo, and now writes to you, Our men and officers are ſteady 
and quiet. I ſuppoſe this morning his Lord{hip will conſult his 
friends before Sir Edward leaves the Mount. As ſoon as any 
thing material occurs I ſhull immediately give information. 


I am, Honourable Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


Mount, MATT“ HORNE. 
25th Auguſt, 1776. J A. M. The 
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The Preſident having applied to the Secretary for the Company's 
general letter per Triton, with its accompanying papers, the Secretary 
informs the Board, that they have never been ſent into his office, 
and therefore he conceives they are in the poſſeſſion of Lord Pigot. 


Reſolved, That the Secretary do immediately ſend for the ſame, 
through. Major Horne, to Lord Pigot; as well as for other public 
papers which may be in his poſſeſſion, 


The following letter is in conſequence written by the Secretary to 
Major Horne : 


To Major Matthew Horne, commanding at the Mount, 


SIR, 


I AM directed by the Honourable the Preſident and 
Council to requeſt you will apply to Lord Pigot for the Compa- 
ny's general letter per Triton, and other public papers which may 
be in his Lordſhip's poſſeſſion; but as theſe public papers may be mixed 
with papers af a private nature, which the Board do not wiſh to 
read; and, as the ſeals on the inner apartment of the Fort-houſe 
remain untouched, they wiſh Lord Pigot would fix on any gentle- 
men of ſecrecy, he has confidence in, who, with the two Secreta- 
ries, may ſeparate the papers of a public nature from thoſe of a 
private one, which may be taken away. : 


I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


Fort St. George, RF; SULIVAN, Secretary. 


29th Auguſt, 1776. 


5 T Received 
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Received at half paſt eleven A. M. the following letter from 
Major Horne, dated this morning, quarter paſt ten o'clock : 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and Governor, Ge. 
Council of Fort St. George. | 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


MY Lord Pigot has juſt made a public application to me to the 
following purport :—that he underſtands a ſhip is to be diſpatched 
this day for Bengal; that the gentlemen at Madras had informed Sir 
Edward Hughes and others, that his Lordſhip was not debarred the 
uſe of pen, ink and paper; he therefore thought it neceſſary to write 
to the Governor General and Couucil by this veſſel, to inform them of 
his ſituation, and demanded a copy of my orders for his confinement, 
to tranſmit in his letter to the Governor-General and Council ; and that 
he might have free permiſſion to conſult with his friends on the ſitua- 
tion, without any reſtraint whatever, of his affairs, I informed his 
Lordſhip I would immediately write to you for inſtructions on that 
head; his Lordſhip replied, as the veſſel was to fail this day, not a 
moment ought to be loſt, as it was but juſtice that he ſhould have 
an opportunity of informing the gentlemen of Bengal of his ſituation ; 
I have therefore to requeſt your orders on his demand as ſoon as 
I have the honour to be, 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Mount, MATTHEW HORNE. 
29th Auguſt, 1776, 4 paſt 10 o'clock, A. M. 


To which the following reply was made : 
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To Major Horne, commanding at the Mount. 


SIR, 


WE have received your letter of this morning, and can have no 
objection to Lord Pigot's having the earlieſt opportunity of repreſent - 
ing what he pleaſes to. the Governor-General and Council in Bengal; 
but we deſire that his Lordſhip's letters may be written, ſigned, and 
ſealed by himſelf, in your preſence, and delivered to Sir Edward 
Hughes, or to you, to be forwarded. Conſidering the violent expreſ- 
ſions which we underſtand have been made uſe of the other night by 
| ſome of his Lordſhip's friends, in the hearing of the troops, we cannot 
conſent to more than one of his Lardſhip's friends aſſiſting him upon 
the preſent occaſion ; and his Lordſhip is at full liberty to make choice 
of whomſoever he may think proper. 


You may communicate to his Lordſhip the order you received when 
you took charge of him from Captain Lyſaught, and give him a 


co thereof, 
* We are, Sir, 


- Your moſt obedient ſervants, 


Fort St. George, GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council, 
29th Auguſt, 1776. Z 


Read the following letter from Major Horne, dated this day, at 
five, A. M. encloſing copy of one from Sir Edward Hughes to him, 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. and Preſident, Governor, Sc. 
Council of Fort St. George. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


SIR Edward Hughes has delivered to me a letter, a copy of which 
| encloſe, I very readily gave him my word of honour, that I would 


I not 
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not deliver his Lordſhip up until his return, or advice from him; I am 
perſuaded I ſhall have your approbation for my * done ſo, 
I am, with reſpect, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
| Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Mount, | MATTHEW HORNE, 
29th Auguſt, 1776, 5 A. M. 


P. S. This moment your orders reſpecting my letter of this morn- 
ing is arrived, with Mr. Sulivan's letter ; I ſhall write again as 
foon as I have obtained an anſwer from Lord Pigot. 


To Major Horne. 
SIR, 3 

BEING obliged to go to the Fort immediately, I am to requeſt of 
you to give me your word of honour that you will not give up the 
perſon of Lord Pigot, now in your charge, till my return to you, as 
you are well acquainted that a correſpondence between the gentlemen 
ſitting in the Fort as Council and myſelf is now carrying on, with re- 
ſpect to the protection his Lordſhip has claimed from me as his Mazel 
ty's repreſentative in this country. 


Jam, Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


Mount, (Signed) EDWARD HUGHES. 
29th Auguſt, 1776, | 5 | 
Read the following letter from Major Cooke : 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident, Governor, Gc. Council 
| Fort St. George. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
AGREEABLE to your orders of yeſterday I left Fort St. George, 
and arrived here at nine o'clock in the evening, and immediately took 
upon 
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vpon me the command of this garriſon, I have the honour to be with 
reſpeR, | 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Chbingleput, WILLIAM COOKE. 
28th Auguſt, 1776. 


The Board calling upon the Secretaries for liſts of the public buſi- 
neſs in their reſpective departments lying for conſideration, they are 
accordingly produced, and it appears to be as follows: 


Repreſentation of the Commander in Chief, dated the 
concerning the Seapoy battalions. 


Repreſentation of ditto, concerning military regulations, dated 
ditto of ditto, of the neceſſity of removing the battalion of 
Europeans doing duty in this garriſon to Poonamallee; with a compa- 
rative ſtate of the ſick in the ſaid battalion, three months at Poonamal- 


lee, and three months in this garriſon, dated 


Committee of Circuit; its members, and inſtructions to be given 
them. 


Mr. Secretary Oakeley informs the Board, that he hath not yet 
obtained a liſt of the 1 on this n and the dates of 
their employment in the ſervice. 


Ordered, That the Secretary do call upon the proper perſons, that an 
exact liſt be forthwith made and conſtantly kept up correctly, in the 
ſame manner as that of the army. 


The Board are deſirous of going through all the buſineſs before the 
diſpatch, but the two firſt repreſentations will require more time than 
can at preſent be ſpared to examine the records for ſuch references as 

5 U muſt 


—— — — 


out-garriſons, and to the additional pay of the ſervants they muſt necef- 
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muſt neceſſarily be made for their information, — The repreſentation 
concerning the half batta, upon a review of the unavoidable expenſes of 
a ſubaltern officer, requiring no other reference than to the late order of 
Council, it is now taken into conſideration. | 


From the repreſentation of Colonel Stuart, and his letter accompanying 
it, which were delivered to the Board by Sir Robert Fletcher, the Com- 
mander in Chief, as entered in conſultation, „Who has 
moſt earneſtly recommended the ſubject to our confideration, it appears, 

that the pay of the ſubaltern officers is unequal to their expenſes, even 
in Madras; when it is conſidered, that in out-garriſons their ſervants 
all receive batta, when almoſt every neceſſary article of life muſt be 
conveyed to them from Madraſs at a confiderable additional charge, it 
is clearly demonſtrated, that officers at the out-garriſons cannot poſſibly 
ſubſiſt upon their pay.—Half batta was originally allowed them in con- 
ſideration of the extra- charge of their employing coolies to and from the 


ſarily employ. The Board alſo conſidering, that the diſtreſs of ſuch of- 
ficers may reduce them to the neceſſity of turning their attention from 
their duty to the Company, to means inconſiſtent with the characters 
and ſtations annexed to their commiſſion, in order to ſupport even the 
neceſſary diſburſements, they cannot but be unanimouſly of opinion, 
that the motion made by the late Preſident Lord Pigot, in conſultation, 

laſt, for taking from them the half batta, which had before 
been allowed to the officers in out- garriſons, had been hurried through 
the Board, inſtead of it's being ſo materially weighed and conſidered in 
all its conſequences as we think the nature of the ſubject required. 


Reſolved therefore, That the half batta to officers and pay maſters be 
reſtored in thoſe out- garriſons where it had been allowed previous to the 
Board's orders of the 20th February 1776. 


Reſol ved, in e of the foregoing reſolution, the following 


general orders ſhall be iſſued: 
3 General 
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General Orders. 


T HE Prefident and Council taking into conſideration the ſtate of a 
ſubaltern officer's neceſſary expenſe, calculated at the medium rate of the 
chief garriſons under this Prefidency, as particularly ſet forth in the re- 
preſentation ſigned by Colonel Stuart, and recommended by the Com- 
mander in Chief on the 19th Auguſt to the Board; and being of opinion, 
that the diſtreſs of the ſubaltern officers in particular may reduce them to 
the neceſſity of employing their time and attention to ways and means 
inconſiſtent with their character and ſtation ; 


Ordered, that the half batta in thoſe out-garriſons where it uſed to be 
allowed, be from this date allowed to the officers and paymaſter on this 
eſtabliſhment, on the ſame footing as it ſtood before the general orders 
of zoth February 1776. 


The report of the committee of accounts, ſetting forth, that the al- 
lowance to the non-commiſhoned officers and private, for one day's 
march, proceeds on the calculation of 25 miles for one day, and that it 
appears inſufficient, the Commander in Chief repreſenting that to be 
equal to two day's march of an European in this climate; 


Ordered, that from this date, every cadet, non- commiſſioned officer 
and ſoldier, when upon the march, be allowed at the rate of one day for 
every twelve miles. 


Fort St, George, 29th Auguſt, 1776. 
THE Board next proceed to take into conſideration the immediate exe- 
cution of the orders of the Honourable Court of Directors relative to the 
Committee of Circuit, in order that this matter may undergo the leaſt 
delay poſfible by the late events, and the ſuſpenſion of Meſſis Ruflell, 


and Dalaymple, and Lathom, who were appointed members oi that 
Committee. 


The Board taking into conſideration the nomination of proper perſons 
for the Committee of Circuit, refer to the Company's orders on this ſub- 
ject, which are as follows: \ 


(- as ) - 


Separate Letter from England, 12th April, 177 5. 


ce We therefore direct, that when affairs reſpecting Tanjore ſhall have 
been accommodated and finally adjuſted, a Committee of our Council, 
confiſting of five members, be appointed to make the circuit of the 
Northern Circars, &c.“ 


When the Court of Directors gave theſe orders, the Council conſiſted 
of ninetcen, ſo that there were more than ſufficient for carrying on the 
Company's buſineſs at the Preſidency, for the Chiefſhips, and for the 
Committee of Circuit. The caſe is now altered; for by the late change 
the Council is reduced to nine members on the Coaſt; rwo are gone 
home with leave, viz. Meſſrs. Dawſon and W niichill ; and two others, 
Meſſrs. Cotsford and Hay, are now in England, and have the leave of 
the Court of Directors, for remaining there another year.— The Ho- 
nourable Court of Directors in their commands of the 12th April 1776, 
poſitively dire&, that no new members ſhall be taken into council till 
the number is reduced to twelve. 


Letter from England, 12th April, 1175. 


* Although, from a variety of circumſtances, it has happened that 
% our Council at Fort St. George have never been reduced to the num- 
6 ber twelve, according to our directions in the year 1769, nevertheleſs 
« it is our poſitive order, that no future vacancy therein be filled up by 
« you, even proviſionally, until the — ſhall be reduced to the ſaid 
„„ number en &c.” 


In this ſituation we are under the neceſſity of deviating from the orders 
of our Honourable Maſters, with reſpect to the Committee of Circuit, 
or in filling up the Council beyond the number preſcribed, which we 
think ought not to be done but in caſes of neceſſity. After the moſt mature 


deliberation on theſe fabjeQs, we are unanimouſly of opinion, that three 
Vacancies 


a 


vacancies, now in the Committee of Circuit, by the ſuſpenſion of 


Meflrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Lathom, be filled up by Meſſrs. Perring, 


Daniel, and Crawford, theſe Gentlemen being near Council, and, in our 
opinion very capable of ſerving the Company on this imo buſi- 
neſs. The Committee will conſiſt of | 


Meſſrs. Johnſon, 
Floyer, 
Perring 
Daniel, 
Crawford. 


Mr. Sadlier, the next ſervant on the liſt to Mr. Perring, cannot, we 
think, be employed, until the Board come to a determination on * 


conduct at Injeram. 


Mr. Davidſon has the charge of employ of great cruſt, Which can- 


not at this time be transferred to another. 


Mr. Morgan Williams, the next ſervant on the liſt to Mr. Davidſon, 
having been many years at Vizagapatam, and well acquainted with the 
bufineſs of that ſettlement, we think his remaining there will be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, as both the Chief and Second are ee on the Com- 
mittee of Circuit. 


Mr. Williams to ſucceed Mr. Perring as Second. 


Ordered, that Meſſrs. Perring, Daniel, and Crawford, be wrote to, 


adviſing them of their appointment to the Committee of Circuit. That 


Meſſrs Crawford and Daniel be directed to proceed to Vizagapatam, 
where they will be Joined by Meſſrs. Jann and Perring. 


Read the following letter. 


5 X 


Mr. John. 
Tolland is 
next to- Mr. 
Williams, but 
he is Perſian 
tranſlator. 
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To George Stratton, Eſquire, Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles 
Hoyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, Eſquires.. 


Gentlemen, 


WE the under- written ſervants of the Honourable Eaſt- India Com- 
pany, having taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration the late revolu- 
tion in the Government of this place, and fearing leſt it ſhould be repre- 
ſented to our Honourable Maſters, that this meaſure has been effected 
with the concurrence of the civil ſervants, à doctrine which we underſtand 
has been induſtriouſly propagated in this Settlement, do hold it our in- 
diſpenſable duty thus. publickly to proteſt againſt an action, which: ap- 
pears directly contrary to the commiſſions granted by the Court of Di- 
rectors to the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, and totally ſubverſive of 
the conſtitution of this Government. Upon this evident principle, there- 
fore, that © where authority does not exiſt, obedience cannot be expect- 
ed,” we think it incumbent on- us, leſt our filence ſhould be conſtrued 
into an aſſent of meaſures ſo totally repugnant to our feelings as 
mien, and our duty as Company's ſervants, thus formally to acquaint 

| you, that we cannot acknowledge any other bus the Right Honourable 
Lord Pigot as Governor of Fort St. George, and Preſident of the 
Council. As Members of a civil government, we cannot but conſt- 
der an appeal to military force as a matter of the. moſt dangerous 
tendency; and could we poſſibly admit the expediency of the late 
change, we abſolutely deny the legality of the meaſure; but as, from 
the conduct of the military on that occaſion, there ſcarce remains a 
doubt, but that the management of the Company's affairs muſt re- 
main in the hands of you, Gentlemen, until judgment is paſſed on 
your conduct in Europe, we heſſtate not a moment to offer our 
voluntary ſervices in our reſpective ſtations for conducting the buſi- 
neſs of our Honourable Maſters, whoſe intereſt is our firſt object, and 
to whoſe candour and ſuperior judgment we ſubmit our conduct. 


The 
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The. only fayour we. have to requeſt of. ou, Gentlemen, is the 
directing your Secretary to make this letter a number of tlie packet 
1 the ſhip Grenville, now under diſpatch for Europe. 


We remain, Gentlemen, 


Fort St. George, Your very obedient ſervants,” 


_ Wrote the following letter to-Bengal: 


29th n 1766. 8 | "7 
H. A. Craig Eyles Irwin- 
R. Dr. Monroe 6G. Ram 
Hugh Vaughan Wm. Sedgley - 
Gideon Firth. Kenelm . Digby - 
Hugh Maxwell John Wood 
Wm. Michell. Geo. Hoar 
J. Deſchamps A. Hammond 
Seorge Wynch? Tho. Welch 
J. Kenwor thy? Wm. Webb 
Wm. H. Toriano * M. Tudor 2 
Geo. Jos. Hoiffard Wm. Hamilton 1 
Geo. Savage. SGeorge Forſter: 
Wm. Roſs | _ | + + Joſeph Revell 
Wm. Turing T. Kingſcote 
IJ. Dutton Tho. Ogilvie 
Geo. Proctor David Haliburton 
Wm. Jackſon A. Wm: Gregory 
Wm. Oram E. Monckton 
Theo. J. Teber Francis Lind 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
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To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, EI. Govenor-General, 22 
ENT Council of Bengal, — . Fort William. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


WE wrote to your Honour, &c. on the 25th Auguſt, and have now 
to inform you, that we are in poſſeſſion of the fort and executive 
powers of Government; that Lord Pigot is under arreſt at the 
Mount, and that Meſſieurs Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, and .Lathom, 
who aided and affiſted him in his arbitrary and illegal proceedings, 


are ſuſpended from the Company's ſervice until the r of the 
Court of Directors ſhall be known. 


From a cool and diſpaMionate review of the late tranſactions of this 
Government, we think it muſt appear evident to the world, that we 
long proceeded, in our conduct towards Lord Pigot, with a forbear- 
ance and moderation almoſt inconſiſtent with our public duty. It is 
certain we wiſhed above all things to avoid coming to extremities, and 
had his Lordſhip been actuated by the ſame views, we were inclined 
to make very great conceſſions, merely for the ſake of preſerving har- 
mony, until we could receive the ſenſe of the Court of Directors upon 
his conduct. But when we ſaw a ſtudied and uniform deſign to aſſume 
the whole authority of government to himſelf, and to make us the 
inſtruments of his will 3 when we perceived, by the whole courſe of his 
proceedings, and by the doctrines which he held, that his principles were 
to the laſt degree arbitrary, and that he employed them, as far as he 
had the power, in acts moſt injurious to the intereſts of the Com- 
pany, and to the dignity of the Nabob; we then maturely conſider- 
ed the reſponſibility which veſted in us, and the conſequences which 
might enſue from a conduct fo paſſive on our part, and hence we re- 
ſolved to exert our conſtitutional rights, and to ſtop, as far as we were 
_ the progreſs of ſuch deſtructive deſigns, 


2 | The 
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The extracts of our minutes, which we had the honour of tranſmitting 
you by the Swallow, will have particularly informed you of the conduct 
of Lord Pigot, in carrying into execution the orders of the Company 
relative to Tan | 


It was not michour an infinite degree of concern we found his Lord- 
ſhip had taken that line with the Nabob, in the proſecution of the bu- 
ſineſs intruſted to his charge, as not only to infringe his ſacred rights, 
as lawful Nabob of the Carnatic, guarantied to him and his poſterity, 
by the treaty of Paris, but likewiſe to fill his mind with real ap- 
| prehenſions for the ſafety of his perſon, 


On this ſubje& however you have been fully adviſed. The Nabob's 
repreſentations to us, and to Sir Edward Hughes, complaining of 
Lord Pigot, were entered in the proceedings that waited on you by the 
Swallow, A review of them however will be neceſſary, as in forming 
your opinion of the acts of this government, it will be neceſſary your 
Honour, &c. ſhould draw to your attention the uniform and ſteady plan 


of arbitrary meaſures which his Lordſhip has undeviatingly purſued ſince 
his arrival amongſt us. 


To ſay that we met his Lordſhip with a firm determination to co- 
operate with him, and to aſſiſt him to the utmoſt of our ability, in con- 
ducting the affairs of this Government, would be but a partial repre- 
ſentation of our conduct. We went further, we undertook the admi- 
niſtration of affairs with hearts and hands fanguine to ſupport him, 
and with a reſolution to give up many of our juſt rights, rather than 
not act in concert and unanimity for the benefit of our Employers. 
But here we muſt confeſs aroſe the firſt cauſe of thoſe evils, which has 
ſince ſo alarmingly ſhewn themſelves throughout the conduct of Lord 
Pigot. Had we ſtopped them in their infancy we had done right; 
but relying too much on the juſtice of our cauſe, and hoping that 
forbearance and moderation would in the end convince him of his error, 
we allowed them, though not paſſively, to accumulate to that degree, 

SY ; | that 
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that it at length became eſſential to the well being of the Company 5 
affairs, that _— ſhould be rooted out entirety. 


On the former part of the conduct of Lord Pigot, that 1s, to the 
time our laſt advices were diſpatched to you by the Swallow - we ſhall 
here remain ſilent our Honour, &c. will have already formed your 
opinion on that. It is only neceſſary for us therefore to take notice 
of that part of it which brought the Company's affairs to that danger- 
ous and critical ſituation from which we have endeavoured to retrieve 
them. 


The firſt act of his Lordſhip after the figning the letter to your 
Honour, &c. 13th July, was the falſifying the records of the Company, 
The circumſtance, though of no material conſequence, plainly indi- 
cated his reſolution of acting in ſuch manner as he ſhould think pro- 
per; it was as follows : the day our letter to you by the Swallow was 
read, we the majority of the Board directed the addition of two para- 
graphs to the letter, but Lord Pigot requeſting they might not be added, 
we entered a minute which was twice read to this effect: 


That the Preſident requeſting the paragraphs ſhould not be added, the 
majority out of compliment io him, reſolved not to inſert them in the 
Letter, but, to enter them on the proceedings of that day for the information of 
the Government-General at Bengal.” Theſe words were however eraſed 
the next day by his own hand without our knowledge, and the follow- 
ing inſerted, © The Preſident objecting res, they ſtand only in this 
place.” 


This EE: in the records which he never communicated to us, 
is a ſtrong mark of the illegal conduct of Lord Pigot ; and the con- 
fequences which might enſue are too obvious to require enlarging 


upon. | 
Pak But 
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But indeed when we reflect upon his ſaying at the Board, he would 
ſuppreſs or deſtroy when he ſhould think proper any letter addreſſed to 
the Preſident and Council; and on his repeated declarations when 
ſeated as Preſident at the head of his Council, © That the late Act of 
Parliament for the better management of the affairs of the Eaſt- India 
Company vas à vile act, and that the inſtructions of the Company to 
the Governor-General and Council, which are equally binding on 
this Preſidency, were vile inſtructions, we had every reaſon to appre- 
hend his whole conduct would be governed by ſuch principles. 


In our proceedings relative to the circuit of the Northern Circars, 
and the Company's Jaghire, you will obſerve, that the Court of Directors 
ordered that the Committee named for that ſervice ſhould. proceed 
upon it as ſoon as affairs reſpecting Tanjore ſhould be accommodated 
and finally adjuſted. The Court of Directors thought this ſervice 
important, and we were conſequently very deſirous of beginning upon 
it early, as you will perceive by the proceedings, but Lord Pigot and 
the gentlemen of the minority threw:every obſtacle in our way. 


On the 26th July Mr. Jourdan moved, that the Committee ſhould 
proceed immediately; and after much debate it was at length agreed 
by a majority, that they ſhould ſet out the 15th of Auguſt ; this was 
afterwards prolonged to the 31ſt, for the convenience of the Mem- 
ders of the Committee. Mr. Ruſſell and Mr. Dalrymple were un- 
_ willing that any time ſhould be fixed for their departure, and a paſſage 
ina letter from Mr. Ruſſell on this occaſion, gave riſe to a moſt extra- 
ordinary motion from Lord Pigot, which you will perceive on reference 
to the minutes of the 5th Auguſt, and we beg your attention to it, 
as it ſtrongly marks the arbitrary views by which he was actuated. 


On the gth of July Colonel Stuart was appointed to the com- 
mand of Tanjore, contrary to the opinion of Lord Pigot; it was not 
notified to Colonel Stuart, by order, until the 3 iſt of the ſame month, 

4 | and 
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and that to on a ſecond motion, when he was directed to hold himſelf 
in readineſs to proceed thither; Inſtructions were afterwards prepared by 
the Commander in Chief for Colonel Stuart, to which Lord Pigot had 
no particular objection; he indeed deſired to have them to conſider and 
make additions to if neceſſary, but nothing further, Theſe inſtructions 
were not however brought again by kim to the Board, but the Com- 
mander in Chief drew out freſh ones more full and explicit, which 
(being indiſpoſed himſelf) he ſent to the Secretary, that they might be 
laid before the Board for their conſideration, | 


It was then we perceived the evident intention of Lord Pigot in with- 
holding the former inſtructions; nay, he declared to us, that he nev.r 
would conſent to Colonel Stuart's going to Tanjore, unleſs Mr. Ruſ- 
ſell was ordered to proceed thither likewiſe, and even moved that Mr. 
Ruſſell ſhould be eng to 8⁰ to T EP" conformable to his firſt 


. e iN 


Lord Pigot having already had our anderem in full on this ſubject, 
and particularly on the propriety of Mr. Ruſſell's ſetting out with the 
Committee of Circuit on an appointed day, could mean nothing leſs 
by this than to drive us into a meaſure, contrary to our declared opi- 
nion, founded, as we * on the _— I the orders of 


the Company. 


Failing however in his aim, the motion being carried againſt him, we 
deſired he would put a queſtion for the approval of Colonel Stuart's 
inſtructions, but, on his refuſing to do ſo, the Council was adjourned 
until the next day, when Lord Pigot again refuſing to-put the queſtion. 
We had no other mode left but to-proceed to extremities, -or to enter 
our options without any queſtion being regularly moved. | 


We wiſhed to avoid extremities, and Ane propoſed to give our 
* ſeparately, © That the mſtruQions ſhould be taken into confide- 


ration; 5 


(. 484") 


ration, but after the opinions of two of the members had been taken, he 
ordered the Secretary not to write down any more, as he would not ſuffer the 
matter to be further agitated. A member of the minority however ob- 
ſerving that ſuch opinions were nothing more than minutes, he per- 
mitted the Secretary to proceed, We then approved of the inſtructions, 
and after they were copied fair, preſented them to his Lordſhip to be 
ſigned, but this he poſitively refuſed, and the Council was therefore ad- 
journed to avoid the diſagreeable conſequences which were evidently 


impending. 


Still proceeding upon the principle of moderation, when the Council 
aſſembled the next day, knowing that Lord Pigot would not ſign the in- 
ſtructions, the majority propoſed, in a minute, which they delivered in, 
that they ſhould be ſigned by the Secretary, by order of the Council. In 
conſequence, an order was written by the majority, and tranſcribed fair 
to be figned, —Melrs. Stratton and Brooke, firſt affixed their fignatures, 
and were paſſing it round to us, for the ſame purpoſe, when his Lord- 
ſhip ſnatched the paper out of Mr. Brooke's hand, and in the ſame in- 
ſtant a paper out of his pocket, read a charge againſt Meſſrs. Stratton and 
Brooke, For being guilty of an act, ſubverſive of the authority of 
« government, and tending to introduce anarchy, in the ſigning orders 
to the Secretary, to give inſtructions to Colonel Stuart, which have 
* not been approved and paſſed by the Preſident and Council.” 


We plainly ſaw the intention of his Lordſhip, and therefore it was 
moved by Mr. Jourdan, and ſeconded by Mr. Mackay, that the Council 
ſhould adjourn till the next morning; but, contrary to all rule and or- 
der, the Preſident would not put the queſtion for adjournment, but 
moved, a reſolution That George Stratton and Henry Brooke, Eſqrs. 
be now ſuſpended from the Company's ſervice, until the Company's 
« pleaſure ſhall be known,” and by precluding their votes, and voting 
himſelf, although the accuſer carried it for the pretended ſuſpenſion by 


his caſting voice, | 
5 Z | For 
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For the particulars of this we muſt beg your Honours, &c. will be 

referred to our minutes, which now wait on you, together with a paper 

containing the obſervations which we made upon them, when we reſum- 
ed the executive powers of government, 


It is beyond a doubt, that his Lordſhip's views were, in an arbitrary 
and illegal manner, to ſecure a majority, without which, he knew his 
ſchemes could not be carried into execution, We found ourſelves under 

the neceſſity either of paſſively givingup our own rights, and the known 
conſtitution of government, and of becoming acceflaries in all the evil 
conſequences which might enſue, or by ſeparating in the manner we did, 
ſhew by the letter we ſent, by the hands of the Notary Public, that as 
a majority of the Council, we were reſolved, in this extremity, to main- 
tain the conſtitutional rights of the Company, and to fignify to all the 
Company's ſervants and dependants,that we required from them ſubmiſ- 
fion to our legal orders. 


In 3 of this public act Lord Pigot EN immedi- 
ately to the violent meaſure of ordering the Commander in Chief under 
arreſt, and ſuſpending us who were the Council. Art this time we had 
in full view, and under our moſt ſerious confideration, the critical fitua- 
tion which the public affairs might be brought into by the violent and 
arbitrary proceedings of a Preſident, ſuch as Lord Pigot, who from his 
commiſſion and local refidence was alſo Governor of the fort and gar- 
riſon, if time and opportunity had been left him to influence the mili- 
tary in ſupport of his illegal government. 


We alſo confidered the very great probability that the remaining part 

of the army not under the orders of Lord Pigot, perceiving the vio- 
lence and injuſtice done to the Commander in Chief, who was ordered 
in arreſt for ſupporting the civil conſtitution of the Company, and well 
knowing that the army in general, and ey ery impartial perſon in the 
* 


6 


| {ettlement, were fully convinced that a reſolution of the majority of the 
Council was to them the only legal act of government; we ſay there- 
fore, that deliberating with anxious minds upon the chance of ſuch a 
dreadful criſis, as that the fort and garriſon of Fort St. George, with an 
arbitrary paſſionate man at their head, might poſſibly be ſeparated from 
the reſt of the Company's poſſeſſions on this Coaſt; and that the Nabob 
of the Carnatic, who is the ally of the Crown of Great Britain and the 
Company, who entruſts himſelf, his family and fortune, to the protection 
of the fort, might by our paſſive delay be abandoned to the perſon whom 
he thinks his bittereſt enemy; we heſitated not a moment to reſume the 
executive powers of government, in which we think ourſelves warranted, 
not only by the legal conſtitution.of the Company, but by the ſupreme 
law of neceſſity, and for the ſafety of the ſtate. 


This event, fo intereſting to the welfare of the Company, has been 
in a great degree brought about by the good conduct and abilities 
which Colonel Stuart has ſhewn in the execution of our orders. 


We have alſo received every aſſiſtance from the field and other offi- 
cers, and we are moſt happy to find ſuch a diſpoſition in the military 
to reſtore and maintain the conſtitutional civil government of the 
Company. | | 


The minutes which were made by Lord Pigot, and Meſſieurs Ruſſell, 
Dalrymple, Stone, and Lathom, after we ſeparated from them, are till 
in their hands ; ſo that we only know the particulars of the arreſt of the 
Commander in Chief, and the attempt made for the ſuſpenſion of the 
reſt of us, who conſtitute the majority of Council, from the general 
orders, and the letters which were ſent informing us of the ſuſpenſion, 


We have ſince directed the general orders, declaring Sir Robert 
Fletcher in arreſt to be expunged from all the orderly books. 


We | 
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We beg leave to encloſe you the copy of the proclamation which 
we thought proper to publiſh, and to tranſmit you copies of ſuch other 


papers as we think farce ba for your information, * to the 
liſt encloſed. | 


We have the atisfaction to aſſure you, that every thing is in perfect 
tranquillity. 


We have the honour to 8 
Honourable * and Sirs, 


| Your moſt obedient bumble K 
Fort St. George, | 


2gth Auguſt, 1770. GEORGE STRATTON, &c, Council 
Wrote'the following letter to Major Horne. 


SIR, 


HAVING juſt received advice from a Hircara, that Captain To- 
nyn is at the Mount, and that part of his troop hath marched, and are 
arrived at Vendalore, for which laſt movement there is no order, although 
he hath been ordered to come hither by himſelf; Ie deſire you will 
take every meaſure to inform us of the truth of theſe circumſtances, and 
if you find that the troop hath moved from their quarters, you will or- 
der Captain Tonyn under arreſt and acquaint us thereof; in the mean 
time, we truſt your making ſuch a diſpoſition of your men as ſhall pre- 
vent any ſurpriſe. Colonel Stuart has —— us of the purport of 
your laſt letter to — 


The 
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The ſervice requiring, you will be pleaſed to order Captain Clifton to 
repair to Trichinopoly immediately; we expect he will ſet out to- 
morrow. | PETE 
| Were, Sir, 


zoth Auguſt, 1776. Vour moſt obedient ſervants, 
GEO. STRAT. TON; &c. Council. 


Received the following letter from Major Horne. 


The Howarens Lye Stratton, 055 Preſident, 3 Sc. Council f 
Fort St. George. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs; - 

I have this moment heard, by private information, that ſome of Lord 
Pigot's friends are going to petition the Mayor's Court for a Habeas - 
Corpus for theremoval of his Lordſhip ; I thought it my duty to give 
your Honour the earlieſt notice of this information, and to requeſt your 
inſtructions, ſhould the Mayor's Court grant the writ. 


I communicated to his Lordſhip the purport of your directions to me; 
relative to his ſending diſpatches to Bengal; he made choice of Mr. 


Dalrymple to aſſiſt him. — His letter to the Governor-General and 
Council, was delivered to Sir Edward Hughes, together with three du- 
plicates to be ſent by different ſhips. 


I am, with the greateſt reſpect, . 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient - 
| Mount, bhummble ſervant, | | 
zoth Auguſt, 1776. M ATW HORNE-- 


615-2 Agreed 
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Agrecd, to take the opinion of the nm Mr. Juſtice le 
Maiſtre, * is here on a viſit. 


The Preſident acquaints the Board, that at the Mount they are char- 
ged with cruelty in the orders given to Major Horne, particularly in 
that dated | , wherein it is inſerted, 
that in caſe of an attempt to reſcue Lord Pigot, his life muſt anſwer for 
it. On this occafion, it may be neceſſary to refer the reader to every 
order that hath been given. 


The violence of Lord Pigot, and the attempts of his friends, gave 

every reaſon to apprehend danger to the ſtate. Mr. Ruſſell and others 
had come to the main guard, called to them to turn out, and from the 
general tenor of their conduct, a deſign appeared of an intention to at- 
tempt the fort. The fatal conſequenccs of ſuch an attempt might 
have been the loſs of many lives, we therefore uſed the expreſſion com- 
plained of to diſcourage any ſuch attempt, and the ſubſequent orders 
will evince our attention to Lord Pigot. 


— 


When the change took place not a murmur was heard, for Lord 
Pigot's violence and arbitrary acts were known to all; but by keeping 
Lord Pigot at the Mount, the junior ſervants have viſited him, and the 
reſentment which filled the minds of men have ſubſided, and pity 
taken place. Mr. Dalrymple, and others about Lord Pigot, took the 
advantage of this, ſpread ſcandalous and fatal reports to miſlead peo- 
ple, and they have ſo far ſucceeded as to cauſe diſaffection in ſome. 
We cannot help remarking, that conſidering all circumſtances, it would 
have been more conſiſtent with the duty of thegentlemen at the Mount 
to have diſcouraged the diſaffection, and to have told all the ſervants 
it was a buſineſs on which they had no right to give an opinion, but 
they every one ought to obey all orders they might receive from the 

Government, 


As 
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As we wiſh to pay every attention to lord Pigot, agreed that the 
Secretary write to Major Horne the following letter : 


To Major Horne, commanding at the Monnt. 


SIR, 


I AM ordered by the Preſident and Council to defire you to ac- 
quaint Lord Pigot, that the Grenville will be ſoon diſpatched to 
Europe, and that his Lordſhip's letters will be carefully put up in the 
Company's packet, or tranſmitted under the charge of any ſervant of 
the Company his Lordſhip may deſire for that purpoſe, ſhould he 
prefer either of thoſe channels of TI. to ny other, 


I am, Sir, 
Fort St, George, | Your moſt obedient ſervant, | 
zoth Auguſt, 1776. RICH? J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


Signed the following letter to the n and Council 
at Fort William. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor-General, &cs 
Council at Fort William. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Dupheate of our letter of * is incloſed. 


Having two days ago had information from ſeveral nm of at · 
tempts to tamper with the military, which, added to the very violent 


and 
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and irregular proceedings of Mr. Ruſſell, who, on the day of our re- 
ſuming the Government, had endeavoured to put the main guard ct 
the garriſon under arms, and was by force brought from thence before 
the Council, where he publicly denied their authority knowing more- 


over by our experience the violent temper of Lord Pigot, who, if at 
liberty, would run every riſk to recover the Government. 


Theſe circumſtances forced us, contrary” to our private feelings, to uſe 
an expreſſion ( Inſtructions to Major Horne, As your laſt reſource, in 
any attempt to: reſcue Lord Pigot, his life muſt anſwer for it ; and 
this you are to ſignify to him”) which we imagined would deter Lord 
Pigot's friends and family from encouraging any attempts towards his 
reſcue, However, we loſt no time to make Lord Pigot, and his fami- 
ly, eaſy on that ſubject, as will appear by our intention to remove his 
Lordſhip to Chingleput, and by our letter to him of the 28th inſtant.. 
But in truth, there could be no-doubt in his Lordſhip's breaſt, of the 
humane good feelings. of Major Horne, to whom in terrorem, this part 
of the order was given, purpoſely to prevent any attempts to reſcue him; 
and we think it has had the effect we looked for. 


The affidavits of Lieutenant-Colonel Edington, Adjutant-General and 
Serjeant Shaw, now ſent, gives us every reaſon to believe, that if Lord 
Pigot had it now in his power, he would not only raiſe a mutiny in the 
army, but put himſelf. at the head of an armed party, and march with 
them to the fort, though he fell in the attempt. Need there then 
any other argument, for perſons in our reſponſible ſituation, to take every 
means poſlible, though at times with ſtrong expreſſions, to prevent any 
attempts, however irunhels, to involve this nnn. im convulſion and 
civil war? 


We 
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We have taken accafion to communicate to Sir Edward Hughes, the 
particulars of all that has paſſed on this ſubject, and ſhall ſtill continue to 
ſhew him every attention in our power, confiſtent with our duty we owe 
to our employers. = 


There lays before us , at this time, a letter from Sir Edward Hughes, 
wherein he informs us of Lord Pigot's having claimed the protection of 
the King's flag, and in conſequence requires in his Majeſty's name, that 
Major Horne be ordered to give his Lordſhip ſafe conduct to his ſhip.— 
This being a matter deſerving our moſt ſerious reflection, and big with con- 
ſequences which we may hereafter be made anſwerable for; it will require 
time to determine upon the ſubject. We have already given Lord Pigot 
the choice of any Subordinate Factory on this Coaſt, for his place of re- 
fidence, where he may be accommodated ſuitably to his rank, and with 
ſecurity to his perſon; or of returning to — if his Lordſhip ſhould 
think proper ſo to do. 


We have the honour to be, 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient 


Fort St. George, humble ſervants, 
zoth Auguſt, 1776. 1 


' GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council. 
Read the following letter from the Nabob. 


Tranſlate of a letter from the Nabob, to Mr. Stratton, Governor of 
Madras, dated and received the 29th Auguſt, 1776, 


6 B | I have 
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. 1 have received your letter dated the 2 * inſtant. You write that, &c. 


To His Highneſs Navaub Waulau Jau, Umeer Ul Kind, Omdut Ul Mulk, 
Nupb Ud Dowlah, Unwar Ud Deen Cawn Babauder, Zupphur Fung, 
Sepoy Salaur, Subadar of the Camatic Payen Ghaut. 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 


T H E unconſtitutional, violent, and illegal conduct of the late Pre- 
ident Lord Pigot, aided and abetted by Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, 
and Lathom, have reduced the majority of the Council, for the preſer- 
vation and welfare of the Company's affairs, to put the ſaid Preſident inte 
arreſt, and to ſuſpend the other four gentlemen the ſervice, and by this 


meeaſure the Government has devolved upon me. The Council joins 


with me in aſſuring your Highneſs of our firm reſolution to ſhew your 
Highneſs every mark of attention, __— and ſupport. I have the 
honor to be, 


May it pleaſe your 1 
Your Highneſs s moſt ä 


Fort St. George, moſt obedient. and 
2 5th Auguſt, 1776. | 
| moſt humble ſervant, 


GEORGE STRATTON. 


I have always been obliged to the Company for the directions they 
eonſtantly ſend to their agents to give me aſſiſtance, and to pay regard to 
my honour, and the aſſurances you have made me in your letter of the Com- 
pany's friendſhip and protection, have given me great pleaſure. With 
reſpect to the conduct of Lord Pigot and the other gentlemen who aſ- 
fifted and ſupported him, it is not neceſſary for me to ſay any thing fur- 

| 8 ther 
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ther relative to the fituation, which by his own proceedings he is involved 
in. My former ſervices to him, will awaken his memory towards me, 
and what has happened lately, makes me forgetful of him. Let it ſuf- 
ce, that all the troubles I have ſuffered, will be known to the King, 
the Parliament, and the Engliſh Nation, by the letters I have written 
to Lord Pigot and the Governor General, and that they will ſee by thoſe 
letters, how much their honour has ſuffered by the treatment I have re- 
ceived. As neither a right, nor was it my purpoſe to interfere in your 
affairs, therefore in the letter which J wrote to the Governor General, 
previous to Lord Pigot's ſuſpending the members of the Government, I 
had nothing to ſay but to declare my readineſs to co-operate to the ut- 
moſt of my power and abilities, in any meaſure, for the advantage of 
the Company, and the benefit of the Carnatic. The times and the cir- 
cumftances, and the ſituations of the neighbouring powers, are ſuch, that 
they require we ſhould employ our utmoſt efforts for the public ſafety. 
At a juncture when meaſures ought to have been taken for defending 
_ ourſelves againſt the hidden defigns of the French and Hyder Ally, and 
for regulating the affairs of the Company and Carnatic, the time has. 
been taken up in quarrelling with the beſt Ally of the Engliſh Nation 
in India, and in vain and uſeleſs diſputes. By the grace of God, you 
and the gentlemen of the Council, will immediately fit on the public 
affairs, and take meaſures for the ſecurity and augmentation of the pub- 
lic good. I on my part, am in all reſpects moſt heartily ready to give 
aſſiſtance to, and promote the good of the Engliſh N ation. It is not in 
the power of language to expreſs, how happy you and the gentlemen 
of Council have made me, by the aſſurances you have given me in your 
letter, of your determination to ſhew me every mark of your reſpec, and 
of the friendſhip and protection of the dt eancd What can I wy more! 


Auneal that the receipt be acknowledged, and that the Nabob have 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of our ſupport and protection. 


The 


-( 466 ) 


The Prefident acquaints the Board, that having applied to Mr. Ma- 
jendie, Clerk to. the Treaſury, for Lord Pigot's Key, he told the Pre- 
ſident, that it was in his Lordſhip's poſſeſſion, on which the Preſident 
defired Mr. Majendie would officially apply to his Lordſhip for it, Mr, 
Majendie reports, that he did wait on his Lordſhip, and that his anſwer 
was to the following purport. | 


That he had applied to Sir Edward Hughes for the protection of the 
King's flag, that he expected in conſequence to be very ſoon on board 
his Majeſty's ſhip now on the road, and ſhould there be able to deter- 
mine what to do; that his key was locked up with his private papers, 
and that therefore from his preſent ſituation he could not get at it. 


The Preſident acquaints the Board, that having applied to Chocopah 
about the purchaſe of 50,000 dollars which the Board had reſolved on 
the ſhould be purchaſed and ſent to Fort Marlbro', in conſequence 
of their application to us, in order that the ſame might be ſhipped on 
board the Snow Fortune, now under diſpatch for that Preſidency, Cho- 
copah Chitty replied, that he did receive an order from Lord Pigot, to 
purchaſe dollars for that purpoſe, but that the orders was ſoon after 
countermanded by Lord Pigot, before he could have an opportunity to 
purchaſe any, who informed him that no part of the ſum ordered in 
conſultation ſhould be ſent to Fort Marlbro'. 


The Board cannot on this occaſion help remarking this further inſtance 
of Lord Pigot's inattention to their orders; by having taken upon him- 
ſelf to counteract a meaſure, which it was thought the indiſpenſable duty 
of this Board, to adopt for providing the neceſſary reſources to the gen- 
tlemen at Fort Marlbro', to enable them to conduct the Company's 
affairs at that Preſidency, and of which ſupply, they muſt evidently be 
in great need, from having alſo requeſted of us a further ſupply, which 
nothing but the diſtreſs of this ſettlement for ſpecie, prevented the 

| Board 
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Board from complying with, at the time they reſolved to ſend the abov- 
mentioned ſupply of 50,000 dollars. 


Reſolved, That dollars to that amount be-immediately purchaſed and 
ſent by the Snow Fortune, if poſſible, that this only conveyance which 
may offer for ſome time may nor be loſt. 


Ordered, chat the diſpatches of Fort Marlbro' be immediately pre- 
pared, to forward by the Snow Fortune. : 


30. Received late this night, letter from Major Herne, to Richard Da 
6 Sulivan, Ejq, Military Secretary. 


SIR, 


In conſequence of the orders contained in your letter, J applied to 
Lord Pigot for the Company's general Letter per Triton, and ſuch other 
public papers that might be in his Lordſhip's poſſeſſion; and ſignified 
to him the Board's wiſh, that he would ſend ſome gentleman of ſecrecy 
to ſelect the public from his private papers, in the preſence of the two 
Secretaries; His Lordſhip's anſwer is as follows: That he has demanded 
the protection of the King's flag, as ſoon as he obtains that, he ſhall 
conchude himſelf in ſafety, and ſhall then give ſuch anſwer, as he may 
judge the moſt proper, till then, he declines giving any anſwer to the re- 
quifition I have made for the delivery of any of the papers or letters. — 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 


Mount, . humble ſervant, 


Auguſt zoth, 1776. 
MATTHEW HORNE. 


6 C AT 
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AT A CONSULTATION, Auguſt z1ft, 1776. 
PRESENT, 


George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident. 


Henry Brooke Sir Robert Fletcher 
Charles Floyer Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan | George Mackay. 


The minutes of laſt conſultation read and approved. 


Ordered that Captain Maule, of Engineer, do proceed to Tanjore, to 
take charge of the works to be carried on there. 


Agreed that Lieutenant Hiſlop be employed at Tanjore, as an aſliſtant 

Engineer. | 

Received the following from Major Horne, commanding at the Mount. 
Fo Richard J. Sulivan, Eſq. Military Secretary. 


SIR, 


ON receipt of your letter of yeſterday, I communicated to my Lord 
Pigot the directions it contained from the Board. His Lordſhip has juſt 
now delivered to me in writing the following anſwer, viz. 


Ls | In 
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In conſequence of what you communicated to me reſpecting my diſ- 
patches for England by the Grenville, I am to inform you, that I require 
that Mr. Dalrymple, who has been ſo good to aſſiſt me as my Secretary, 
and Captain Wood, my Aid de Camp, be permitted to go on the Gren- 
ville with my letters to England. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 


Mount, 5 humble ſervant, 
31ſt Auguſt, 1776. | | 
_ MATTHEW HORNE: 


Agreed to write the following anfwer. 


To Major Matthew Horne, commanding the Artillery at the Mount. 
SIR, 


HAVING laid before the Board your letter to me of this date, I am 
directed by them to acquaint you, for the information of Lord Pigot, that 
Mr. Dalrymple and Captain Wood have their permiſhon to proceed to 
England on the Grenville with his Lordihip's diſpatches. 


I am, 
Sir, 
Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
32ſt Auguft, 1776. | 
RICH. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 
Read 


Read a repreſcntation from Comaroo, touching Lord Pigot's treat- 
ment of him at Tanjore, with depoſitions of Kiſtnagur and Soubarow. 
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70 the Tinouralle C eorge Stratton; 'E/q. Preſident and. Governor, &c. Crunci 


of Fort St. George. 
The humble repreſentation of Comaroo. 


I HUMBLM beg leave to repreſent to your Honour, &c. that Lord 
Pigot, on the ſecond day after his arrival at Tanjore, being the 9th 


of April, treated me in a moſt crucl manner, for viſiting the Rajah on 


the night before without his Lordſhip's leave: and further to injure me, 


I underſtand his Lordſhip, ſince his arrival here, hath made miſrepreſen- 


tations to the Board, that I intruded myſelf on the Rajah, againſt the 
Rajah's conſent, at eleven o'clock at night, diſturbed the Rajah in his 
repoſe, diſſuaded him from admitting an Engliſh Garriſon in the Fort, 
though one had been there ſome weeks before, and that I acquainted the 
Rajah, I was ſupported by ſeven members of the Council: alſo, that 
I propoſed the renting of his whole Country. ; 


What hath been his Lordſhip's view in alledging theſe accuſations 
againſt me JI cannot ſay, but I am ready to give ſufficient proofs that 
they are falſe and groundleſs. 


It is well known that I have reſided in that part of the country for 
ſome years paſt; that I have had the management of many very conſider- 
able concerns, as well for myſelf as others, and that I have been many 
years well known to the Rajah. | 


A few days before his Lordſhip's arrival, I came down to this place 


from the Tanjore country on bufineſs, and as it was reported the Go- 
vernment 
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vernment of that Province would be reſtored to the Rajah, I wiſhed to 
viſit his Lordſhip before my return, and was introduced to him by Go- 
vernor Wynch and Mr, Crawford. When his Lordſhip was ſetting off for 
Tanjore; I never had any other leave from his Lordſhip, than that Mr. 
| Benficld told me, he had mentioned to his Lordſhip, that I had the 
management of his concerns, and that his Lordſhip was pleaſed to ſay, 
I might attend at Tanjore; accordingly I went with Mr. Benfield, who 
accompanied his Lordſhip. | 


On the 8th of April in the morning, his Lordſhip arrived at Tanjore, 
and viſited the Rajah, and paid him a ſecond viſit that evening. I had 
not conceived there was any impropriety in viſiting the Rajah, and it - 
appearing to me that there was free liberty with the permiſſion of the 
Rajah to do ſo, eſpecially as I had ſeen Moodoo Kiſtnah, his Lordſhip's 
Dubaſh, viſit him even before his Lordſhip came into the Fort, and 
that he was again with him in the afternoon; alſo that one Appoo, who 
was Conicopoly to Colonel Roſs, and Major Stevens went frequently to 
and from the Rajah, and likewiſe that Colonel Harper's Dubaſh, and 
ſeveral others of the place viſited the Rajah many times in the day; im- 
mediately after his Lordſhip's retiring from his viſit to the Rajah on the 
evening of his arrival, a little after 8 o'clock, I ſent up my name to the 
Rajah by his ſervants; the Rajah immediately ſent out orders that I ſhould 
come to him; I accordingly went to him, accompanied by Kiſtnajee 
Punday, a Soucar, and Soobarow, a man of family, both reſidents of 
Tanjore. 


The Rajah's ſervants conducted me to the Rajah, Who was Heng 
in the midſt of a large hall, with a number of his ſervants, and Colonel 
Harper's Dubaſh; I there paid my reſpects to him; the Rajah chearfully 
accepted of my Nazir, and received me as one long known to him, for 
whom he had * and friendſhip; he enquired after me, talked of 
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the will of providence and his obligations to the Engliſh Nation : I then 
took my leave and came away. 


The next morning his Lordſhip ſent for me, and, in the preſence of 
Mr. Chambers, told me that I was recommended to him by Mr. Craw- 
ford, that he gave me leave to come to Tanjore, to manage ſuch bu- 
fineſs: as he might think proper to command, and that I went to the 
Rajah without his leave; this was all the charge his Lordſhip gave me, 
and without letting me reply in juſtification of myſelf, he proceeded to 
diſhonour and diſgrace me, treating me in the moſt violent and cruel 

manner on the public parade, and cauſing me there to be flogged. 


What could have incited his Lordſhip to ſo malicious a conduct to- 
_ wards me I am a ſtranger to; he might have heard the knowledge I 
had of the Rajah, and of the Tanjore country, and of the friendly diſ- 
poſition of the Rajah towards me. I poſitively deny that I intruded my- 
ſelf on the Rajah, in the manner ſet forth by Lord Pigot, but waited 
on him in a ſeaſonable hour, after having previoufly obtained his per- 
miſſion to do ſo; and then not a ſyllable more paſſed but words of cere- 
mony and compliment, no part of which had the ſmalleſt tendency to 
what his Lordſhip chuſes to advance againft me. 


Kiſtnajee Punday and Soobarow were in company the whole time I was 
with the Rajah ; they are both here, and are n to teſtify what I have 
herein ſet forth to oe Honour, Wc 


| There hath been repeated orders. given throughout the Tanjore Pro- 
vince, fince it has been under Lord Pigot's influence, that no perſon 
ſhould have any manner of connexions with; that they ſhould not ſpeak 
to any of my people, nor permit them into the Fort,. or let them remain 
in any part of the Province: in this manner hath Lord Pigot endea- 
voured to diſhonor, diſgrace, and ruin me. The character my parents, 
my 
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my family, and myſelf, have fapported, is well known to- all the gen- 
tlemen here, as well as to the people of the country. The loſſes I have 
ſuſtained in my concerns from thoſe violences and injuries amount to a 
very conſiderable ſum, and I am totally at a loſs how to proceed in them. 


I hope for the protection of your Honor, &c. and that juſtice may be 
done me for the injuries I ſuffer, which I have thus humbly taken the 
liberty to repreſent. | 


I take the liberty to encloſe for your information the declarations of 
Kiſtnajee Punday and Soobarow, taken on oath before the Mayor; they are 
ready to anſwer any queſtions your Honour, &c. may chuſe to put to them. 


I am, with great reſpect, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Madraſs, Your devoted humble ſervant, 
31ſt Auguſt, 1776. | | 
COMAROO. 


Declarations of Kiſtnajee Punday and Soobaras, 


On the 8th of April laſt Lord Pigot arrived at Tanjore, and viſited 
the Rajah that night after 8 o'clock; and after Lord Pigot came away 
from the Rajah, Comaroo ſent in his reſpects to the Rajah, who that mo- 
ment ſent out orders for Comaroo to come to him. We accompanied 
him the whole time he was with the Rajah; three of the Rajah's ſervants 
came before to conduct us to the Rajah, who was ſtanding in the Ra- 
maſwamy Mahal; ſome of his people and Col. Harper's Dubaſh were 
there; the Rajah was overjoyed to ſee Comaroo, he accepted his Nazir, 
enquired after him, ſaid, what can be compared to the favour 

| the 


the Board this evening, with Kiſtnajee Punday and Soobarow, in order 


ing the artillery, under whoſe charge his Lordſhip then was, and re- 


arrived at the Mount about half after ten; and, purſuant to his inſtructi- 
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the Engliſh Nation hath done? Such words of compliment paſſed between 


them, but not a word upon any buſineſs: then we took leave and came 
away; this is all that paſſed. 


Madraſs, 
31ſt Auguſt, 1776. 


Sworn to before me, JOHN TURIN G, Mayor. 


In conſequence of the above repreſentation, conformably to the reſolu- 
tion of Council of 14th June, that Comaroo ſhould be ſent for, as 
alſo ſuch perſons as were preſent during the converſation between him 
and the Rajah, as related by Lord Pigot, Comaroo is ordered to attend 


that they may be examined, 


Read the following declarations of Lieutenant Colonel Eidington, and 
Serjeant Shaw, of Lord Pigot's conduct, on the 27th of Auguſt, 


A narrative of the particulars that paſſed on the night of the 27th of 
Auguſt 1776, betwixt the Right Honorable Lord George Pigot, late 
Preſident of the Council at Fort St. George in the Eaſt Indies, and 
Lieutenant Colonel James Edington, Adjutant General of the troops 
on that eſtabliſhment, who was ſent to the Mount, by order of Colo- 
nel James Stuart, commanding the forces of the Honorable Eaſt India 
Company, on the Coaſt of Coromandel during the indiſpoſition of Briga- 
dier General Sir Robert Fletcher, &c. &c. in order to receive the perſon 
of the ſaid George Lord Pigot from Major Mathew Horne, command- 


move him to the Fort of Chingleput, which is about 36 Engliſh miles 
from Madras. That on the ſaid night, Lieutenant Colonel Edington 


Ons 


ons, ſent a note to Major Horne, acquainting him of his arrival, and re- 
queſting to know when he ſhould wait upon him agreeable. to directions 


ſent Major Horne the ſame day, Lieutenant Colonel Edington received 
the following anſwer : 


SIR, 
I have received your note, the preſent is the beſt time. I am. 
M2 Sir, 
a Your 8 3 
(Signed) MATTHEW HORNE. 


Lieutenant Colonel Edington on receiving the above anſwer, im- 
mediately drove to Major Horne's, being then a little paſt eleven, where 
he found the Major walking in the Veranda with Lord Pigot, and Lieu- 
tenant Fire-worker Gibſon, of the Artillery, who was then officer of the 
guard, to whom he delivered a 'letter from Colonel Stuart, ordering 
bim to deliver up his Lordſhip into his cuſtody, On peruſing the ſaid 

letter he (Major Horne) and Lieutenant Colonel Edington walked up 
to Lord Pigot, the former acquainting him of the orders he had re- 
ceived z and the latter, that he had permiſſion to allow him a few mi- 
nutes to ſelect what valuable articles his Lordſhip chuſed to take with 
him. After which, the Colonel informed him, that his Lordſhip muſt 
go in the chaiſe with him to a place where he was ordered to eſcort 
him, and there he would be treated with every mark of reſpect; his 
Lordſhip then demanded where the Colonel intended to carry him ? but 
Lieutenant Colonel Edington not being permitted to tell him, could 
only repeat the former aſſurances he had given of his perſonal ſafety, on 
N which 
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which his Lordſhip declared, that he was very well treated where he 
was, and was under the charge of 2 brave man, who had four hun- 
dated artillery men under his command that would protect him; at the 
ſame time declaring, unleſs he was carried to his fort at Madraſs, or on 
board his Majeſty's ſhip of war the Saliſbury, then lying in Madraſs 
roads, that he (Lieutenant Colonel Edington) ſhould never carry him to 
any other place alive. Whereon Major Horne and the Colonel told him 
that the orders were poſitive, he muſt go immediately. On this 
he threw his arms about Major Horne, claimed his protection, re- 
peating his former reſolution of not ſtirring alive from thence. He 
then addreſſed himſelf to the centries and ſoldiers, to the following 
purpoſe: I am your lawful Governor, appointed by the Court of Di- 
rectors, and none but they have a power to take from me my com- 
miffion ; thoſe who have attempted to do it, and all concerned, are 
Rebels, damned Raſcals, who I will hang every one. I have been forty 
years in the Company's ſervice ; once taken priſoner, I defended 2 
Madraſs, when laid fiege to by the F rench, and obliged them to raiſe 
it, for which I received the thanks of my King and Country, as well as 
of the Honorable Company ; at the ſame time created a Peer of Ire- 
land, and a great deal to the above effect; adding, you are all my 
ſoldiers, you are four hundred brave fellows, and I will march at your 
head againſt all the forces on the coaſt, and concluded with the moſt 
opprobrious language againſt the preſent Governor (Mr. Stratton) and 
Council, who, he ſaid were legally ſuſpended the Company's ſervice by 
him, and the majority of the Council ; and that Lieutenant Colonel Ed- 
ington, pointing to him, was one of the Villains or Raſcals who had 
made him priſoner ; aſſiſted by that Raſcal Stuart, after accepting of the 
commaad of the army from him, and giving him his honor that he would 
ſupport him in every thing. About this time Meſſieurs Monckion, 
Dalrymple, and Lathom, made their appearance, the two former uſing 


ſuch groſs and abulive expreſſions, particularly Monckton, againſt the 
Governor 
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Governor Mr. Stratton, and the other gentlemen of the Council, Col. 
Stuart, and all who obeyed their orders, as Lieutenant Colonel Edington 
never heard gentlemen make uſe of before. On the arrival of Meffieurs 
Monckton, Dalrymple, and Lathom, the Officer fell in his guard, and 
marched it within a few paces of Major Horne's Veranda; when Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Edington judged it then the proper opportunity to exe- 
cute his orders, and addreſſing the guard, told them that he came there 
by the expreſs orders of the commanding officer of the troops, who was 
empowered by the Governor (Mr. Stratton) and the reſt of the Council, 
and demanding in a peremptory manner whether or not they would 
obey their orders veſted in him. This he repeated a ſecond time, and 
the officer replied, he would obey Major Horne's orders. Lieutenant 
Colonel Edington then took Major Horne aſide, and aſked him if he was 
certain of the fidelity of his troops? who replied, he would anſwer for 
them with his life. That they (Lieutenant Colonel Edington and Major 
Horne) agreed not to proceed further, until they had received freſh in- 
ſtructions from the Board, provided his Lordſhip would give his word of 
honour that he would make no attempt to eſcape, or employ agents to 
tamper with the troops, which, from intercepted letters and other cir- 
cumſtances, the Board had reaſon to ſuſpect. His Wel gave his 
honor accordingly, and DOES rare was done. | | 


Madras, zoth 1 5 4 WO) LY dn hg 83 ; 
Aug. 1776. JAMES EDINGTON, Adjutant Gen. 


Sworn before me JOHN TURING, Mayor. 


. 478) 


The. following is as near ir pötible the diſcourſe that happened at 
the Mount on THIN night, the 27th Auguſt, 1776. 


| Colonel Edington went to Major Home and Lord Pigot at Major 
Horne's, houſe; where, ſome converſation paſſed, but my being at too 
great à diſtance prevented me from hearing any thing for almoſt five 
minutes, when. at that time 1 heard Lord Pigot declare, with an oath, that 
hewould not go with Colone] Edington alive, unleſs Major Horne would let 
ſomeof thoſe brave men (pointing to the artillery men) guard him to his fort, 
or on board the Admiral ſhip. Major Horne ſaid that was impoſſible, 
as he muſt abide by order of Council: Lord Pigot ſaid there could be 
no orders without his concurrence; that he was Governor, and was ſent 
out by the Court of Directors, and that none but them could appoint 
another. Colonel Edington told his Lordſhip, that it was his duty he 
was performing, and hoped his Lordſhip would go with him; to all 
which his Lordſhip anſwered, in the negative. During this time, there 
me two gentlemen, the one, I heard, was a Mc, Monckton, and the 
2 a Juſtice of Peace. Major Horne, faid to one of theſe gentlemen 
he muſt not come there; to which he anſwered, then you ſhall knock 
me down. Colonel Edington then enforced his arguments ſtrongly with 
my Lord, requeſting him to go with him, as he ſhould be taken care 
of; to all which my Lord would not conſent. By this time, the Officer 
commanding the guard deſired the Serjeant to march the guard in, 
which was done; then Lord Pigot addreſſed himſelf to the ſoldiers, 
claiming their aſſiſtance and protection. Colonel Edington aſked the 
officers of the guard if he did not obey the Company, or who he obeyed ? 
I could not hear what anſwer the officer of the guard made, but he 
pointed his ſword to Major Horne; then Major Horne, Lord Pigot, and 
the two men came out, and my Lord harrangued the ſoldiers concerning 
his length of time in the country, which he ſaid was forty years, and 


that he at all times was a ſoldier's friend; and other ſuch like expreſ- 
: ſions 
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ſions. Colonel Edington told his Lordſhip, he hoped he would go with 
him, as it was for that reaſon he came there; to which my Lord Pigot 
ſaid, he would not; the gentleman, who was the Juſtice ſaid, they (as 
I ſuppoſe, meaning the Council) had not acted with propriety z Colonel 
Edington ſaid, he could not ſee what buſineſs or concern you (meaning 
the Juſtice) have here; to which he anſwered, as being a Juſtice of Peace; 
Colonel Edington ſaid, he was no Lawyer; to which my Lord Pigot in- 
terrupted him, ſaying he was a Lawyer, Counſcllor, and Governor, and 
alſo was made a Lord by his maſter; he then aſked thoſe brave men if 
he did not work with them at the ſiege of Madraſs, and if he was not a 
good ſoldier? I then heard Colonel Edington ſay, it was of no uſe har- 
ranguing the ſoldiers, and defired Lord Piget to return in the houſe ; 
my Lord ſaid, he would not for no ſuch villain, and that he would not 
go from there, unleſs Major Horne would let thoſe brave men guard 
him to his Fort again; Major Horne ſaid, that was impoſſible, as it 
was the Council's Orders for Colonel Edington to take him from hence; 
Lord Pigot ſaid, the ſcoundrels and villains ought to be ſhor; to which 
one of the gentlemen, which I believe was Mr. Monckton, ſaid, they 
ought to be hanged, ſhooting was too good. My Lord ſaid, the vil- 
lains with a party of Sepoys ſeized him from his chaiſe, and faid Colo- 
nel Stuart invited himſelf to ſupper, and then like a villain gave me up 
to you; the villain and ſcoundrel, addreſſing himſelf to Colonel Eding- 
ton; he alſo called Captain Lyſaught a ſcondrel, as alſo every one in the 
Fort. Colonel Edington deſired him to defiſt from ſuch expreſſions, 
telling my Lord, it was not proper to uſe them againſt the Council. 
Colonel Edington called Major Horne, out and had ſome converſation 
with him, which I could not hear, and at their return, Major Horne de- 
fired my Lord to make himſelf eaſy; and Major Horne told Colonel 
Edington, that he would anſwer with his life (that as his Lordſhip 
was determined not to go, unleſs he went to the Fort, and was guarded) 
he fhould not go from his houſe, unleſs by Order of Council; when, 
| 6 F | | after 
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after fome converſation relative to his, Lord Pigot's going with Colonel 
Edington, which my Lord abſolutely refuſed, the guard marched back, 
and Lord Pigot, Colonel Edington, and Major Horne, returned into 
the houſe; the other two gentlemen took their leave and went away; after 
which I heard no more. 


 GEOF. SHAW. 


Madraſs, goth | Serjt. 7th Battaln, of Sepoys, 
Aug. 1776. | | 


Sworn to before me - JOHN TURING, Mayor. 

Wrote a letter to Mr. J altice Le Maiſtre, according to reſolution of 
yeſterday. 

Read the following letter from Major Horne, 


To the Honorable George Stratton, Eſq, Preſident and G overner, &s, 
Council of Fort St. George. 


Honorable Sir and Sirs, 


I received your orders of yeſterday, at half paſt ten o'clock, and im- 
mediately cauſed enquiry to be made, if Captain Tonyn was at the 
Mount, or had been ſeen there, but could learn no intelligence of him, 
and I am confident he has not been, nor is now at the Mount. 


Juſt 


CE: an 


Juſt as we were retiring to reſt, his Lordſhip was informed that a 
company of Europeans, and another of Sepoys, were marched out of 
the Fort, and that ſome gentlemen in two carriages were with them. 
His Lordſhip was alarmed ; however, about an hour afterwards he went 
to reſt, I have ordered Captain Clifton to Trichinopoly, and directed 
him to proceed this day. I have juſt heard Colonel Nixon is arrived this 
morning at Mr. Monckton's, on his way to Vellore, 


I amy, with reſpect, 
_ Honorable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


Mount 31ſt MATTHEW HORNE. 
Aug. 1776. | 


Adjourned till 6 this Evening. 


To the Right Honorable Lerd Pigot, Prefident, and Governor, Sc. 
Council of Fort St. George. 


Right Honorable. Sir and Sirs, 


I beg leave to inform you, two Hircaras came in from Seringapatam 
this morning, and declares Hyder Ally Cawn is making every prepara- 
tion to come againſt Madura and Trichinopoly countries; he is drawing 
his troops together from all quarters, and has fixt his jundy and formed 
his camp to the Eaſtward of Seringapatam, with a very heavy train of 
artillery, This report I ſhould ſuppoſe has ſome grounds for being true, 
as a Romiſh Prieſt from Dindegal has wrote to the Owower Prieſt, to 

ſend 


% 
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ſend away all his effects without loſs of time, or he muſt expect to ſhare 
the fate of war. This I have thought it my duty to give you the earlieſt 
intelligence, at the ſame time ſhould deem it a neglect in not ſetting 
forth the great deficiency of ſtores in this garriſon ; though many indents 
have been made, none has been anſwered ; ſhould there be occaſion for a 
detachment to move, we have not a flint to ſupply them, nor any tar for 
our gun carriages, and only 300 barrels of powder. | 


In conſequence of expected troubles I have thought proper to make 
ſome neceſſary repairs in the Fort, and have taken ſome Hircaras into 
the ſervice, as it requires that I may be able to give you every intelli- 
| gence in due time. Wiſhing theſe proceedings by me may meet with 
the Right Honorable Board's approbation, | 


J am, with the profoundeſt reſpect, 
Right Honorable Sir and. Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient and moſt 
Faithful Gy 


Trichinopoly, 28 | EDWy. JAMES. 
Aug. 1776 = | 9. 


The Preſident is deſired to inform himſelf of the intelligence the 
Nabob may have received from Seringapatam. 


The military ſtore- keeper acquaints the Board, that the ſtores inden- 
ted for have been ſent to Trichinopoly. 
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Auguſt 31, 1776, 


AT A CONSULTATION 
| PRESENT, 
George Stratton, Eſquire, Preſident, 


Henry Brooke, | - Archdale Palmer, 
Sir Robert Fletcher, Francis Jourdan, 
Charles Floyer, | George Mackay. 


Comaroo, Kiſtmajee Punday, and Soobarow, are called before the Board, 
and examined as follows, : | | 


Queſtion 1. Did you force your way into the Rajah's houſe, on the 8th 
April, at eleven o'clock at night ? | 

Anſwer, No. 

Queſtion 2. Did you propoſe. to the Rajah to rent his whole country, 
telling him that you was ſupported by ſeven members of the Council ? 

Aniwer. No, I did not. | 

Queſtion 3; Did you tell the Rajah that Lord Pigot would recommend 
to him to admit an Engliſh garriſon into his fort? and did you at the ſame. 
time endeavour to diſſuade him from admitting the garriſon ? - 

Anſwer. No. 

Queſtion 4. Did you telf the Rajah, thatLord Pigot would probably adviſe 
him to depend on the Company for the protection of his country, which he 
was by no means to comply with, but on the contrary: to reply, that he 
would defend his country in the ſame manner as his father, and that he 
did not want ſuch aſſiſtance?: 

Anſwer, No. 

Queſtion gj. Did Lord Pigot charge you with having ſaid the above to the 
Rajah when you were at Tanjore? 

Anſwer. No. | 

Queſtion 6, Propoſed by Sir Robert Fletcher. Had you ever any conver- 
fation with any member of the Council, previous to your going to Tanjore, 
touching the ſubject matter of the ſecond Queſtion to which you have al- 
ready anſwered ? * 

Anſwer, No, I never had. | | | 

Queſtion 7. Propoſed by the Preſident. Can you recolle& what paſſed: 
between you and the Rajah, when you were at Tanjore, in the ſeveral con- 
verſations you had with him? | 


Anſwer, I have ſet forth every thing that paſſed between the Rajah and 


ne in my repreſeatation, . . 
6 N- Queſtion 
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Queſtion 8. Did Lord Pigot give Je no kind of reaſon for ordering you 
ro be publickly puniſhed at Tanjore 
Anſwer. No other reaſon whatſoever than that I waited on the Rajah 
without his permiſſion. | | 
Queſtion 9. Did you ſce and converſe with the Rajah only once during 
the time you were at Tanjore? OE 
Anſwer. Only once. 


Comaroo then relates as followeth : Lord -Pigot had not ſeen the Rajah 
before I was ſent for on the gth April in the morning ; the repreſentation 
againſt me therefore muſt have come from Moodoo Kiſtna, his lordſhip's 
Dubaſh ; for the Rajah I know for a certainty had no Vackeels of his own, 
nor indeed do I believe Vackeels were employed, but if they were, they 
muſt have been theVackeels of Moodoo Kiſtnah. Moodoo Kiſtnah it is well 
known, is a profeſſed enemy of mine, by him therefore his lordſhip muſt 
have been influenced to load me with that ignominy and diſgrace, for which 
nothing in the world can be an adequate compenſation, My character 
from my childhood is intimately known to many of you gentlemen now 
preſent, as well as to others in this Settlement; and I am well convinced 
you will do me the juſtice to believe I have ever conducted myſelf with 
the ſtricteſt propriety, both with reſpect to the Honourable Company's 
Government and to every gentleman in their ſervice, The injuries I have 
{ſuſtained have been ſo grievous, that I could not but apply to this Honour. 
able Board for redreſs ; you well know, gentlemen, how peculiarly diſgrace. 
ful it muſt be to a man of my religion and circumſtances to be publickly 
flogged; the ſtain it leaves remains not only on me, but my family like. 
wiſe partake of it, and thereby become unjuſtly involved in what is the 
ſevereſt puniſhment that can be inflifted on men in this country guilty of 
the molt atrocious crimes, | | 


Queſtions to Kiſtnajee Punday, Soucar, 


Queſtion 1. Were you with Comaroo when he viſited the Rajah of Tan- 
Jore in April laſt? | | 
Anſwer. Yes, I was, | 
Queſtion 2. At what hour of the night was it? 
Anſwer. About nine o'clock at night. 
Queſtion 3. Did Comaroo force his way into the Rajah of Tanjore's houſe 
the night he viſited him? | N 
Anſwer, No, he did not force his way into the Rajah's houſe. 
Queſtion 4. Did Comaroo propoſe to the Rajah, in your hearing, to 
rent his whole country, telling him that he was lupported by ſeven mem- 
bers of the Council? $: | 
Anſwer, 
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Anſwer. No, he did not. 12 | | 
| Queſtion 3. (As to Comaroo ?) | N 
Anſwer. No, Comaroo did not ſpeak upon the ſubject. 
Queſtion 4. (As to Comaroo?) 
Anſwer. No ſuch words ever came from Comaroo. 
| Queſtion, Were you near enough to hear diſtinctly all that paſſed be- 
tween the Rajah and Comaroo? 
. Anſwer. I was cloſe to both the Rajah and Comaroo, and therefore could 
hear dictinctly every thing that paſſed. — | | 


Soobarow Amuldar called before the Board. 


| Queſtion 1. The queſtions put to him the ſame as to Kiſtnajee Punday? 

| Anſwer, I was with Comaroo when he viſited the Rajah in April laſt. 
Queſtion. 2. | "10 | 
Anſwer. After eight o'Clock, 


Queſtion 3. 15 
Anſwer. No, he did not force his way in the Rajah's Houſe. 
Queſtion 4. 7 | 


Anſwer. No, he did not. 

Queſtion 3. (As to Comaroo?) 2 

Anſwer. Not a word paſſed upon that ſubject. 

Queſtion 4. (As to Comaroo?) 

Anſwer, Comaroo never ſaid any ſuch thing to the Rajah. | 

Queſtion 5. Were you near enough to hear diſtinctly all that paſſed be- 
tween Comaroo and the Rajah? | 
| Anſwer, I was fo near the Rajah and Comaroo, that I could not but hear 
every thing that paſſed between them, 


TheBoard are well ſatisfied, from the depoſitions of Kiſtnajee Punday and 
Soobarow before the Mayor, as well as from the declarations of Comaroo, 
and their evidence in his favour, that what has been alledged againſt him 
by Lord Pigor, muſt have proceeded from unjuſt repreſentations made to 
bis Lordſhip by Moodoo Kiſtnah, his Lordſhip's Dubaſh, or his adherents, 
Comaroo, it appears, ſo far from forcing his way into the preſence of the 
Rajah, was conducted to him by ſome of the Rajah's own ſervants, and 
kindly received; and, during the whole of his viſit, confined his diſcourſe 
to mere matters of compliment (as related by the above perſons who ac- 
companied him) without once touching upon buſineſs of any kind. And 
indeed, if it be remembered that buſineſs is never the ſubject of converſa- 
non at firſt viſits in this country, it will ſeem very improbable that pe 0/5 

ſhould 


that Comaroo is entirely. innocent of the charges lodged againſt him by 


Tanjore, and as at that interview nothing further paſſed between them 


a charge againſt him, till many days after his return from the Tanjore 
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ſhould break through fo univerſal an eſtabliſhed cuſtom. In ſhort, the 
Board cannot but be convinced, from what has new appeared before them, 


Lord Pigot ; for as he ſaw the Rajah but once during the time he was at 


than words of compliment, it is impoſſible he could have ſpoke to or adviſed 
the Rajah in the manner ſet forth by his Lordſhip. The Board cannot there- 
fore heſitate to declare, in juſtice to an innocent and oppreſſed man, that they 
deem the ignominious puniſhment inflicted on Comaroo by orders of Lord 
Pigot,in cauſing him to be publickly flogged, to be altogether unmerited on 
his part, and highly illegal on that of his Lordſhip; and the more particulariy 
lo, as his Lordthip did not accuſe him of any miſdemeanors, or bring even 


country. As to Comaroo's pretended declaration of being ſupported by 
ſeven Members of the Council, and of adviſing the Rajah zt to admit an 
Engliſh garriſon. into his fort, although the Company's troops were then in 
it, and had been there for ſome time, theſe matters ſpeak for themſelves, 
and are therefore unworthy of remark. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Torriano. 
S IR, 


I underſtand: that a letter is delivered in to the Board, to which my name 
is ſigned contraty to my deſire; I therefore deſire you will pleaſe to ac- 
quaint the Board, that it was too haſtily done by me, and that] have inſiſted 
upon its being taken out again before it was delivered in, becauſe J appre- 
hended I had not done right. I have not been able to get my name eraſed, 
but I requeſt you will inform the Board, that I hope they will not conſider 
it as an action of mine, for 1 do not think myſelf a proper judge in the 


Fort St. George, | | | | 
3ait Auguſt, 1776. Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


W.H, TORRIANO. 


I am, Sir, 
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At a CONSULTATION, 


Sunday, 1 


P'R EB! E N . | September, 


The "Honourable George Stratton, Eſquire, Governor, Preſident. 


Henry Brooke, | Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan, George Mackay, 


Read and approved the Proceedings of Yeſterday. 
Received the following Letter from the Honourable Mr. Juſtice Le Maiſtre. 
To Charles Oakley, Eſq. Secretary. 
SIR, 


have received the honour of your letter, and have peruſed (and that not 
for the firſt time) his late Majeſty's royal charter, bearing date at Weſtmin- 
| ſter in the 26th year of his reign, enacting and eſtabliſhing a Court of Judi- 

cature within the town or factory of Madraſpatnam, by the name of the 
Mayor and Aldermen of Madraſpatnam, who are thereby authorized to 
try, hear, and determine all civil ſuits, actions, and pleas, between party and 
party, that ſhall or may ariſe or happen, or that have already ariſen or hap- 
pened within the ſaid town of Madraſpatnam, or within any of the facto- 
ries ſubject or ſubordinate unto Fort St. George aforeſaid, or to the ſaid 
Governor or Preſident, and the Council of Fort St. George aforeſaid, except 
ſuch ſuits or actions ſhall be between the Indian natives of Madraſpatnam 
only, in which caſe the fame is to be determined among themſelves, unleſs. 
both parties ſhall by conſent ſubmit the ſame to the determination of the 
faid Mayor's Court. 


His Majeſty's writ of habeas corpus, by the common law, is a prerogative 
writ of a very high nature, and can only be iſſued by the ſuperior courts of 
Weſtminſter-Hall, unleſs warranted by expreſs words in a charter granted 
by his Majeſty, or by general or ſpecial words under the authority of an 
act cf parliament; and however deſirable it may be that a writ ſo bene- 


ficial 
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ficial to the ſubject ſaquld be extended to the remoteſt parts of the. Britiſh 
Empire, I am ſorry to ſay, I can find no clauſe which warrants the iſſuing of 
it in the charter enacting and eſtabliſhing the faid Mayor's Court, which 1 
have nol before me. . | 


The ſtatute of Charles II, commonly called the habeas corpus act, moſt 
clearly relates to the ſuperiot cqurts, and the judges. thereof, in Great- 
Britain only. 2 | 


I have the honour to be, 


Fort St. George, 
_ giſt Auguſt, 1776. | SIR, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


S. C. LE MAISTRE. 


The following Letter was inconſequence immediately wrote to Major Horne: 
| Ta Major Harne, commanding the Artillery at the Mount. 
51. . 
WE received your letters of the goth laſt night, and that of the zit 
this morning. | 


In the former you acquaint us, that you had received information that 
ſome of Lord Pigot's friends were going to petition the Mayor's Court for 
a habeas corpus for the removal of his lordſhip, and requeſt our inſtructions 
ſhould the Mayor's Court grant the writ. | | 


We have procured the opinion of Judge Le Maiſtre, who is the belt law 
authority here upon this point, and we underſtand therefrom, that the 
Mayor's Court have no power to grant ſuch a writ. * 


We have received a letter this morning from Captain Tonyn, acquaint- 
ing us, that in obedience to our order he himſelf is coming to * 2 
; | 92 encyz 
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| deney; if you chanee to ſee him at the Mount, acquaint him that we with 
him to proceed hither immediately. 2? 


Weare, 
3 SI RX, 
Fort St. George, | | is 
31ſt Auguſt, r776. Tour moſt obedient fervants, 


GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Councit. 


Read the following Letter from Major Horne. 


75 the Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Prefident, Gonernor, Et. Council of Fart 
| St, George. | 


Honourable SIR and SERS,. 


A gentleman, who ſays. his name is Sedgely, came to me, and ſaid he wai- 
ted on me as attorney to Lord Piget, and ſaid, a petition having been pre- 
| ſented to the Mayor's Court for a writ of habeas corpus, he came by 
their authority to demand a copy or ſight of the warrant, or order, by which 
I held his Lordſhip in cuſtody, and made that demand in preſence of two 
witneſſes that accompanied him: I gave for anſwer, that I had given Lord 
Pigot a copy of the order I received when his Lordſhip: was brought to me, 
that I could give no other, or that, to any perſon without inſtructions: he took 

this for a 3 and went away accordingly. | 


I have juſt been honoured with your letter of this day, in which you take 
natice of having conſulted Judge Le Maiſtre, and informing me = his opi- 
nion, and your orders in conſequence. In theſe critical ſituations common 
prudence requires the greateſt circumſpection; and as I am not converfant 
in law affairs, I hope you will pardon me if I am improper in ſuggeſting, 
that ſhould. a ſuit at law be commenced againſt me, for * in obedience 
to your orders as a military man, that J ſhould have ſome ſecurity of being 
indemnified, or that my private fortune ſhould not be hurt, or family ſuf- 

fer. I doubt not, when your Honours reflect on my ſituation, [you'll be of 
7 opinion, 
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opinion, that I ought to be ſecured againſt any damages the civil law may 
inflict for my obeying your orders as a military man. | 


I am, with great reſpect, 


' Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


Mount, 3 iſt Aug. | | 
1776. 7 P. M. Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


MATT. HORNE. 


Read General Letter from Bengal, with their Reſolutions, 


To the Right Honzurable George Lord Pigot, Preſident, Sc. Council at 
Fort St. George. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


Oa the 3 iſt of laſt month we acknowledged the receipt of your letter 
of the 13th, encloſing a copy of all your proceedings relative to Tanjore. 
We have taken theſe proceedings into our moſt ſerious conſideration, and 
have unanimouſly agreed in reſolutions on ſuch parts of them, as by their 
importance demanded our firſt and immediate attention, and by their na- 
ture and tendency called or the interpoſition of the controlling power 
veſted in us by Parliament over the Preſidency of Madraſs. We encloſe 
you a copy of theſe reſolutions, and poſitively require you to abſtain from 
all ſuch acts and declarations in future as we have thereby condemned; 
declaring to you, that we ſhall hold your Preſident, or any member of your 
Board, who ſhall act in contradiction to the ſenſe of the above reſolutions, 
to be guilty of a wilful violation of the rights of the Nabob, and a dil- 
turber of the peace of the Carnatic. | 


We have confined our reſolutions to ſuch indiſputed facts, as had a 
dire&t and immediate tendency to aljenate the mind of the Nabob from his 
triendſhip and alliance with the Company, and to interrupt the tranquillity 
of that part of India; but we fee, on the face of your proceedings, leveral 
other facts, of which we equally diſapprove, and on ſome of which we think 
it neceflary to require a further explanation from you, | 


We 
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We cannot avoid remarking, through the whole tenor of your Preſident's 
conduct and behaviour to the Nabob, manifeſt ſymptoms of a ſtrong per- 
ſonal indiſpoſition towards him, heightened by a tone of authority unbe- 
coming the Nabob's dignity and independency, and inconſiſtent with the 
reſpect which the Company have in all their letters directed to be ſhewn 
to him. A remarkable inſtance ot this has been furniſhed us by the Nabob 
himſelf, in the draught of a letter preſented to the Nabob by Lord Pigor, 
and required to be written by him to his lordſhip, containing an approval 
of his conduct, and an aſſurance of forgiveneſs for what had paſſed. We 
allude particularly to this inſtance, becauſe it affords us at the ſame time too 
ſtrong a preſumption, that the offers which the Rajah of Tanjore has fo 
liberaliy made, in oppoſition to his own intereſt, may have been drawn 
from him by the ſame indirect kind of influence. This is again corrobo- 
rated by a reſolution entered in your proceedings of the 25th of April, 
that it was neceſſary the whole country of Tanjore ſhould be protected by 
the forces of the Company, and by the requeſt made by the Rajah almoſt 
in the ſame words, at the meeting which he ſoon afterwards had with the 
Preſident, that the Company's forces might be allowed for the protection 
of his whole country; and is ſtill more ſtrongly confirmed by his requeſt, 
that the Company would take what country they thought proper, as a de- 
pendency on Deva Cotah; by his declaration that the country of Tanjore 
was the Company's; and that he had only to requeſt his honour might be 
preſerved; and by his tender of all the grain in his dominions to be pur- 
chaſed by the Company; which are expreſſions, ſuch as were never volun- 
tarily-uſed by any independent prince, however grateful he might be for 
the ſervices rendered to him, 


Notwithſtanding the requeſt of the Rajah thus made, we cannot but con- 
ſider the meaſure of employing the Company's forces for the protection of 
the whole country of Tanjore, as unwarranted and repugnant to the ſpirit 
of the Company's orders. It is very evident, that the Company intended 
to reſtrict the employment of their troops to the garriſoning of the city of 
Tanjore, but left to the Rajah's diſcretion the general defence of his do- 
minions. The purpoſes aſſigned for placing an Engliſh garriſon in the fort 
of Tanjore, in the 6th paragraph of their erders, and the proviſion made in 
the 12th paragraph for the march of their troops into the country of Tan- 
jore at the requiſition of the Rajah in caſe of troubles, added to their decla- 
ration in the 7th paragraph, that no diminution of the Rajah's authority 
over his own ſubjects was intended by them, put this conſtruction beyond 

| 6 P a doubt, 
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2 doubr, were it neceſſary to ſeek for negative arguments when a poſitive 
authority is wanting to ſupport the meaſure, 


The ſubſidy fixed for the payment of the garriſon of Tanjore, and for 
the other forces employed in the protection of the country, is another de- 
viation from the orders of the Court of Directors, which direct, that no 
greater portion of the revenues ſhall be aſſigned to the Company than may 
be abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of their garriſon, 


We obſerve, that in the motion made by the Right Honourable Preſident 
for the appointment of a Chief and Council to reſide at Tanjore, ſeveral 
motives and objects are aſſigned for ir, which are different both from the 
letter and ipirit of the Company's orders; and that the appointment of a 
reſident at Tanjore, which, on failure of that propoſal, was afterwards a- 
dopted, was declared to be for fulfilling the ſame purpoſes in part that were 
propoſed for the Council. We ſhall ſuſpend our opinion upon this meaſure 
for the preſent, but think it neceſſary to defire that you will furniſh us witha 
copy of the inſtructions delivered to Mr. Ruſſel, declaring at the ſame time 
that we ſhall conſider any authority given him to interfere in the affairs of 
that Government, as a breach of the Company's poſitive orders. At pre- 
ſont we cannot conſider his appointment as having any other object than 
the above. We are much afraid it will have that appearance in the eyes of 
the other neighbouring powers, and that it will be too liable to ſuggeſt to 
them the apprehenſion, that the act of reſtoring the Rajah of Tanjore to the 
poſſeſſion of his dominions, was only a pretence for veſting the Sovereignty 
and Government of that country in the Company, under the name of the 
Rajah of Tanjore. | | 


The N abob, both in his letters to your Preſident, and in his correſpondence 
with this Government, has complained that Lord Pigor had cauſed a pro- 
clamation to be made in the Fort, and through all the diſtricts of Tanjore, 
That no one ſhould give protection or rice to any of his (the Nabod's) 
„people, but bring them forth; and even that if any Perſon gave ſhelter to 
« his ſervants, he ſhould be conſidered as criminal.“ And that ſome of his 
moſt creditable and ancient ſervants, who were at Tanjore, had been treated 
with indignity by the dependents of Lord Pigot, and that ſome of them were 
detained in priſon by the Rajah ſo late as in the month of May laſt.” We 
expected to have found ſome notice of theſe complaints in your proceedings. 
We deſire that you will furniſh us with the fulleſt information of the facts to 
which they allude. Y 

de 
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We have alſo received a later remonſtrance from the Nabob, on the ſubject 
of orders iſſued, as he affirms, by Lord Pigot, for the ſeizure of one of the 
Nabob's principal ſervants, named Mahomed Hebraz Cawn, by a party of 
ſeapoys, who forcibly entered the Kella of Woodiarpolly, belonging to him, 
for that purpoſe, and ſearched all the houſes for the perſon whom they were 
inqueſt of, but not finding him, they carried away and ill- treated many of 
the inhabitants. We deſire to be furniſhed alſo with an explanation of this 


affair. 


The Nabob has requeſted that a Reſident might be appointed, on the part 
of this Government, to remain with him. As ſuch a meaſure might imply a 
diſtruſt in us, whether the reſolutions we have taken and now communicate 
to you will be efficacious; we have for the preſent determined to decline com- 
plying with the Nabob's deſire, and hope an alteration in your meaſures and 
conduct towards him will produce a return of that confidence and attach- 
ment to your government, which has ſo unalterably ſubſiſted until the late 
unhappy differences took place, 


We defire you will tranſmit to us a copy of the orders delivered by Lord 
Pigot to Captain Tonyn for eſcorting the Dobbeer to Tanjore, and of 
Captain Tonyn's report of the execution of thoſe orders; and that you will 
alſo call captain Tonyn before you, and aſk him whether Arrialore is an 
open or encloſed town? Whether he met with any oppoſition in the exe- 
cution of his orders, or in leaving the place? and in what ſituation he found 
the Dobbeer? His replies upon theſe ſeveral queſtions you will be pleaſed 
to tranſmit to us, as well as to the Court of Directors, by the firſt oppor- 
tunity, | | 


Having condemned the expulſion of the Nabob's agent and troops from 
certain diſtricts of Morawer and Nulcoota, juſtice requires, and we direct, 
that he be permitted to repoſſeſs thoſe diſtricts, if he ſtill perſiſts in his claim 
to them, and that commiſſioners be appointed, in any manner which fhall 
be approved by his Highneſs and the Rajah, to examine upon this ſpot 
their reſpective pretenſions, and to decide upon them; ſuch a decifion ought 
to be admitted as binding on both parties; but in caſe it ſhould not prove 
lo, or if the commiſſioners. ſhould not agree in their award, we deſire 
that a copy of their proceedings be tranſmitted to us, that we may offer 
our final ſentiments and mediation upon them, 


We 
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Me were deſirous that you ſhould be apprized of theſe our ſentiments and 
reſolutions before the departure of the Grenville for England, and we hope 
that the requeſt contained in our letter of the 31ſt will not have been the 
occaſion of much delay in the diſpatch of that ſhip. 


We are, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
Fort- William, | | 
7th Auguſt, 1776. | 
| WARREN HASTINGS, 
J. CLAVERING, © 
GEO. MONSON, 
RICH. BARWELL, 
P. FRANCIS, 


Secret Department, Extra®? of Conſultation, 71h Augut, 1776. 
Copy of Reſolutions of Council. 


1. RESOLVED, That the detaching an officer with a party of the 
Company's troops into the town of Allianore, fituated within the Nabob's 
dominions, the forcing away the Nabob's guards ftationed there, and the 
ſeizing his officers and ſervants, with all his papers, public and private, and 
carrying them priſoners toTanjore, were acts of hoſtility againſt the Nabob; 
that they were not neceſſary to carry the Company's Orders and intentions 
into execution; nor j uſtified by their inſtructions for reſtoring the king ot 


Tanjore. 


2. RESOLVED, That the threat expreſſed by the preſident, perſonally 
to the Nabob, that he would ſtation a guard at the Nabob's houſe, for the 
declared purpoſe of intercepting any communication between him, the 
Members of the Council, and other Europeans, his Majeſty's ſubjects, was 
an invaſion of the Nabob's rights, as an independent prince, and might 
juſtly alarm him for the ſafety of his perſon. | 


3. RESOLVED, That the forcible expulſion of the Nabob's agents and 
troops from certain diſtricts of Marawer and Nulcoota, without any pre- 
we | vious 
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viouz application to the Nabob, was an act of hoſtility againſt his High- 
neſs, unauthorized and unneceſſary, 8 


4. RESOLVED, That the Preſident's declaration, That if the gates 
of Allianore, or any other gates in the Payen- Gaut, ſhould be ſhut againſt 
the troops of the Company, when they aſked admiſſion by his authority, it 
would be an improper return to the man who had put his Highneſs in 
poſſeſſion of them, implies a general denial of the Nabob's right to refuſe 
admittance of the Company's troops into any of his forts or garriſons, and 
founds that denial on a {uppaſed perſonal ingratitude to the Preſident, not 
on a breach of: the regard and friendſhip due to the Company, as if his 
Highneſs's obligation for being put in poſſeſſion of ſuch forts and garriſons 
was due to the Preſident alone, in excluſion of the Company, 


5. RESOLVED, That the Preſident's declaration, That whenever the 
Nabob's buſineſs ſhould be connected with the intereſt of the Company, he 
would always act as to him ſhould appear proper, and make uſe of the 
Nabob's authority, was equivalent to an aſſumption to himſelf of all 
the powers veſted in the lawful Nabob of the Carnatic. 


6. RESOLVED, That theſe ſeveral acts and declarations, collectively and 
ſeparately, are an infringement of the rights and powers inherent in, and de- 
pendent on his Highnels's title, as lawful} Nabob of the Carnatic, in which 
Character he is acknowledged by the Treaty of Paris. That they tend to 
reduce him to a mere nominal Nabob, and to alienate his mind from that 
faithful attachment to the Engliſh Company, of which they declare they 
have had long experience. x eanSi gin; þ 


. RESOLVED, That the acts and declarations above recited have a 
direct and immediate tendency to diſturb the peace of the Carnatic, and 


are unwarranted and unjuſt, 


8. RESOLVED, That this Board will ſupport the rights of the lawful 
Nabob of the Carnatic againſt all ſuch attempts in future; and that they 
will exert with effect the power veſted in them by the Legiſlature, of ſuper- 
intending and controlling the Government of the Preſidency of Madras, 

for the preſervation of peace in the Carnatic, 


I A true copy) 

Fort William, : " 
the 7th Auguſt, 1776, h 
| J. P. AURIOL, Secretary. 


6Q ORDERED, 
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ORDERED, That the following letter be ſent to Major Horn 
| To Major Horne, commanding at the Mount, | 

SIR, | 

We have received your letter of yeſterday's date, informing us, that 2 
gentleman of the name of Sedgeley had waited on you as attorney to Lord 
Pigot; that he told you, a petition having been preſented to the Mayor 
Court for a writ of habeas corpus, he came by their authority to demand à 
copy or ſight of the warrant, or order, by which you held his lordſhip in 
cuſtody, and made that demand in preſence of two witneſſes, who accom- 
panied him; that you gave for anſwer, you had furniſhed Lord Pigot 
with a copy of the order you received, when his lordſhip was brought to 
you; that you could give no other, or that, to any perſon whatever, 


without inſtructions; and that he took ſuch declaration for a refuſal, and 
left you accordingly. | 9 


In this, as in all your conduct, you have acted in ſuch a manner as to 
merit our entire approbation. 


Accompanying we ſend you a letter we have received from Mr. 
Juſtice Le Maiſtre, who is of opinion, as you will perceive herein, that the 
Mayor's Court are not legally authorized to iſſue a writ of habeas corpus. 


We cannot heſitate a moment in giving you the indemnification you 
deem neceſſary, ſhould any actions at law be commenced againſt you for 
acting in obedience to our orders: we therefore do in this public man- 
ner promiſe and indemnify you, in the name of the Company, in any loſſes or 
damages you may ſuſtain, in carrying into execution the orders you may 
receive from us. . 
4 | We are, 

Fort St. George, | SIR, 


iſt September, 1776. | 
| Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


GEORGE STRAT TON, and Council. 
| Read 
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| Read the following Letter from Major Horne, accompanied by a note from 
Mr. Dalrymple, to Mr. Secretary Sulivan. 


To R. J. Sulivan, EH. Military Secretary. 


SIR, 
MY Lord Pigot has deſired me to forward the accompanying general 
letter to you. 916 = | | 
| F have the honour to be, 
| SIR, 
Mount, | ES 
September 3ſt, 1776. Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


MATTHEW HORNE. 


Mr. Dalrymple's compliments to Mr. Secretary Sulivan, returns from 
Lord Pigot the draught of the general letter, and deſires a copy may be 
made in the office for him to ſign, and that my minute of the 10th June, 
and the other minutes in the liſt Mr. Baine had, may be copied for his. 
Lordſhip, and ſent to him as ſoon as done. | 


Wrote the following letter to Major Horne. 


| To Major Horne, commanding at the Mount. 
SIR, | | 
I HAVE received your letters of this date, and have the orders of 
the Preſident and Council, to deſire you will inform Lord Pigot, that al- 
though the aſſiſtants in the public offices are fully employed in the Com- 
em je buſineſs, yet as they are deſirous his Lordſhip ſhould meet with no. 
ind of impediment in preparing his advices for England, they have given. 


me directions to furniſh. him with copies of thoſe papers he has. now. 


applied for, 
| I am, SIR, 
Fort St. George, | 
iſt September, 1776. Your moſt obedient ſervapt; 


R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 
ORDERED, 
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ORDERED, that the following letter be written by the Secretaries to 
Alexander Dalrymple, Eſquire. | | 
7 Alexander Dalrymple, Ei. 


SIR, 


WE received the notes which you wrote us ſeparately the 27th alm, 
deſiring to know if you were debarred acceſs to the Company's records, 
Having laid theſe notes before the Board, we are directed by them to ac- 
uaint you ſhall be furniſhed from our reſpective offices with copies of 
loch papers as may concern yourſelf, if you deſire them, but they cannot 
permit you to have acceſs to any of the Company's records in the office, 


ö A We are, SI R, 
Fort St. George, | 
1ſt September, 1776. 2 Your moſt obedient ſervants, 


CHARLES OAKELEY, 
R. J. SULIVAN. 


To which Mr. Dalrymple made the following reply. 
- Ts Mr. . Oateh, and Mr. Secretary Sulivan. 
' GENTLEMEN, 3 
1H A VE received your joint letter, that I am debarred acceſs from the 
Company's records, but may have copies of ſuch papers as relate to myſelf, 


I therefore defire copies of all my minutes, and the minutes of the other 
members in anſwer to them, or to which they ate in anſwer, 


aſt September, 1776. | Your humble ſervant, 
| A. DALRYMPLE, 


Read the following Letter from Colonel Harper. 


( 35 ) . 
75 the Honourable George Stratton, 20 Prefident and Governor, Wt, Coundll of 
| "ng : Fort 7. George. . reed 
| Honourable STR and SIRS, 


I H AD the honour to receive your letter of the 25th inſtant, covering 
your orders' on a proclamation, which fhall be read at the head of the 
troops. | 


If I find it neceſſary the proper diſpoſition of the troops ſhall be made, | . 
and the two battalions ſhall be drawn nearer the place, as you deſire; and no- 
thing in my power ſhall be Wan ing for the welfare and ſafety of the place. 
Should any thing worthy of your notice occur, you may rely on the earlieſt 
information. I have wrote Colonel Jaines according to your orders, with 
whom I ſhall correſpond tor the mutual ſecurity of both places. | 


I have aſſured the Rajah of your protection and friendſhip, and that 
though an alteration had happened in Council, it made not the leaſt differ- 
ence to the ſecurity of his Government. 


| \ 
I remain with the greateſt reſpect, 
3 
Honourable SIR and 81 RS, 


Tanjore, 


.2gth Auguſt, 1776. | Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


H. HARPER. 


WROTE the following letter to the Governor-General and Council of 
Bengal, acknowledging the receipt of their letter, and reſolutions of the 
7th. Auguſt, received this morning, | | 


To the Honourable Warren —— WE Governor-General, Se. Council of 
; eng 4 * . 
Honourable SIR and SI RS, 


WE have this day had the honour to receive your letter, dated the 7th 
ultimo, with copy of the 8 you have paſſed on the proceed - 
| | ings 


a ee —é—e 


— 
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in tranſmitted to you by the Swallow, and your Honour, &c. may be 

red, that we ſhall, as ſoon as poſlible, pay every attention to the various 

matters therein contained. | 

We have the honour to be, 

Honourable SIR and SIRS, 

Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, . 
1ſt September, 1776. | | 

| GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council, 

Adjourned till Tueſday morning eight o'Clock, 


The Council having met, and there being no buſineſs, agreed to adjourn 
till to-morrow morning at eight o Clock. . 


FORT st. GEORGE, ad September, 1776. 


2d. Diſpatched the following letter to Lieutenant Colonel Harper, com- 
| | manding at Tanjore. 


SIR, 


We have received your letter, dated the and hope the 
Rajah's mind will ere this be quiered; we rely on your taking every oppor- 
tunity to convince him, that it will ever be our firm reſolution to ſupport 
him in all his juſt rights, and not on any account to permit interference 
with his Government. | | 


As we underſtand that Comaroo has been ordered by Lord Pigot not to 
go to Tanjore, we think it neceſſary to inform you, that the charges againſt 
him have been very ſtrictly enquired into, and that he having been acquitted 
thereof, has our permiſſion to proceed to Tanjore on his own buſineſs. 


Captain 
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tain Maule is appointed an engineer, and Lieutenant Hiſlop aſſiſtant 
-__ at Tanjore, and you will of courſe give them all the aſſiſtance they 


may have occaſion for. 
n ai 2 We are, SI R, 
Fort St. George, | ; | 
zd September, 1776. Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
| C GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council. 
At a CONSULTATION, Tueclay, 


| | 6 zd Sept. 
P R E S E N T, 
The Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. 


Henry Brooke Sir Robert Fletcher 
Charles Floyer | - Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan , George Mackay 


Having taken under conſideration the letter from the Governor-General 
and Council, with their reſolutions, we are happy to find that the Governor- 
General and Council conceive in opinion with us, on the ſeveral points re- 
ferred to them with reſpect to Lord Pigot's conduct. 


RESOLVED, that Copies of the above letter and reſolutions go num- 
bers in our packet by the Grenville, and that the Nabob be furniſhed with 
a copy of the ſaid reſolutions. Though theſe reſolutions ſo materially affect 
Lord Pigot's conduct, and we could wiſh to furniſh him alſo with a copy of 
them, as well as of the letter from the Governor-General and Council; yet 
as we are unanimouſly of opinion, that doing it at this time might give him 
uneaſineſs, and in his preſent ſituation might be conſidered by him as done 


with that intent, it is agreed for theſe reaſons to defer ſending them to his 
Lordſhip. | 


The Preſident lays before the Board the following letters : 


Tranſlation of a letter from the Rajah of Tanjore, addreſſed to George 
Stratton, Eſq. Behauder, Governor of Fort St. George. | 


The letter you was pleaſed to write me on the 25th Auguſt was brought 
to me on the 28th inſtant by Colonel Harper, who explained the contents 


of 


( $28 ) 
of it. I am happy to find that you are Governor for the Company a Fort 
St. George. I have ſent you a drefs in teftimony of my joy, which 1 hope 
you will receive; I am under the greateſt obligations to the Company ; 
they have relieved me from my difficulties; and have ſhewn me every mark 
of reſpect. I place entire confidence in them; they bear che burthen of my 
concerns, I am happy that the Council, thoſe entruſted by the Company, 
are united in their deſire of aſſiſting me; for this reaſon I pray to God for 
your fucceſs, My Vackeels do always attend upon you; be pleaſed to 
ſhew favour to this country. What can I ſay more? 


Tranſlation of two letters from the Vackeel at Tanjore, to his Vackeel 
here, 26th Aug. 1776. | | 


Tranſlation of a letter from Opputo Roodragie Pundit, dated 
| 26th Aug. 177. | 


Your letter of the inftant reached my hands; the encloſed letter 
therein for the King I delivered to him; the copy of the letter for Europe 
was peruſed by him; and thereupon the King ſent for the Padre, and pro- 
ofed to him in my preſence concerning the ſaid copy; and in two days 
Ea it will de tranſlated into Engliſh and finiſhed ; as ſoon as this is done, [ 
will difpatch it immediately. 5 
What further affairs you have there, and whatever directions I am to 
follow here, pleaſe to adviſe me. | | 


Tranſlation of a letter from Opputo Roodragie Pundit, dated 
27th Aug. 1776. rg” | 


Until Tueſday the 27th inſtant I am in health at Tanjore; I ſhall be very 
glad to hear of your health alſoz in company of the Padre the letter was 
wrote; as it chiefly conſiſted of the inland country accounts, was the reaſon 
of the delay; to-day it will be quite finiſhed, and to-morrow it ſhall be 
diſpatched to you by the Tappy without further delay: it ſhall be dil- 
patched to you'to-morrow by the Tappier. Whar further affairs you have 
there, and whatever directions I am to follow here, pleaſe to adviſe me. 


ORDERED, That Copies of the laſt letters be tranſmitted to the Go- 
vernor- General, and Council of Bengal with our remarks thereon, 


Read 
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Read the following letter from Lieutenant Colonel James. 


eorge Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and Governor, &c. 


To the Honourable G 
| Council, at Fort St. George. 


Honourable SIR and SIRS, 


Your inſtructions reached me late yeſterday; and agreeable thereto I 
this morning put them into execution, by reading at the head of the troops 


in garriſon the Honourable Board's Proclamation. 
With all due reſpects. 
| I am, 
Honourable SIR, and SIRS, 


Trichinopoly, 29th | 
Aug. 1776. Your moſt obedient and moſt 


humble ſervant, 


EDWARD JAMES. 


Before we take Sir Edward Hughes's letter of the ——— under con- 
ſideration, it is unanimouſly agreed, that the Preſident requeſts his attendance 
at this Board to-morrow morning, that he may inform us what ſecurity he 
will give this Government for the preſervation of the public peace, and that 
the tranquillity of the coaſt, now ſo perfectly eſtabliſhed, will not be en- 
dangered by our conſenting to the removal of Lord Pigot from under our 


authority, 


Fort St. George, 4th September, 1776. 


3d. Diſpatched a letter to Mr. Daniel. 
To Mr. James Daniel, Paymaſter at Madura and Palamcotah. 


SIR, 


The Preſident and Council having been pleaſed to appoint you 4 member 


of the Committee of Circuit, I am directed by them to deſire you will de- 
8 68 liver 
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| liver over your reſpective charges to the Commandants of Madura and 
Palamcotah, and repair to Vizagapatam, where the Committee is ordered 
to aſſemble, as ſoon as you conveniently can. | 
Fort St. George, | Iam, SIR, 


Sept. 1776. X 
3d Sept. 177 Your moſt obedient fervant, 


R. J. SULIVAN, Sec. 
The Preſident this day wrote to Sir Edward Hughes. 
DEAR SIR, | 


The Board is very deſirous of your meeting them in Council, and have 
- unanimouſly defired I would requeſt you would do ſo at any time that may 


be moſt ſuitable to you. | 
Ill have the honour to be with much eſteem, 
DEAR SIR, 
Fort St. George, | Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


Tueſday Evenin | 
4 GEORGE STRATTON, 


Fort St. George, 4th Sept. 1776. 
Ata CONSULTATION, 
PRESEN T, 


The Honourable George Stratton, Eſq, Governor, Preſident. 


| Henry Brooke Sir Robert Fletcher 
| Charles Floyer Archdale Palmer 
| Francis Jourdan George Mackay 


Sir Edward Hughes attending, is introduced into the Council by the 
Preſident, and being ſeated, the affidavits of Lieutenant-Colonel Edingrou 


( £31.) 


and Serjeant Shaw, and the Commiſſion of Government being read to him, 
the following minute and queſtions are put to him, 


The public conduct of Lord Pigot, by facts already publiſhed, having 
ſubverted the conſtitution of the Company, and tending to produce anarchy 
and confuſion, the maintenance of the Company's orders, as well as the ne- 
ceſſity of public affairs, juſtify the ſteps that have been taken to prevent 
the further progreſs of Lord Pigot's illegal and arbitrary proceedings. 
The perfect 3 of Lord Pigot's violent temper (as further appears 
by the above mentioned affidavits) led the Board to put ſuch reſtraint upon 
his perſon as the public peace ſeems to require. Whoever therefore claims 
an authority to give ſanctuary or protection to Lord Pigot, independent of 
the Preſident and Council, muſt previouſly give — aſſurances, 
that they will be anſwerable for the conſequences that may reſult prejudicial. 
to the intereſt of the Eaſt-India Company, and that the public peace of the 
Carnatic will not thereby be diſturbed, | 


Will Sir Edward Hughes pledge himſelf to be reſponſible to the Board, 
and to their conſtituents, that the conduct of Lord Pigot, 1 him to 
be removed from under their authority, will be ſuch as that the tranquillity 
of the Company's ſettlements, and of the Carnatic, now happily eſtabliſhed, 
ſhall not thereby be diſturbed ? 


Will Sir Edward Hughes be anſwerable that Lord Pigot, when removed 
from under the authority of the Preſident and Council, give no encourage- 
ment to meetings or aſſemblies, private or public, which may tend to divide 
the ſervants and dependants of the Company, by publiſhing a manifeſt, or 

orders, in oppoſition to the preſent Government? 


In cafe Lord Pigot is put on board the Saliſbury, in the manner Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes by his letter deſires, will he be anſwerable that Lord Pigot 
does not land in any part of th: Company's poſſeſſions in the Carnatic, or 
dependencies under this Preſidency ? _ 


Will Sir Edward Hughes be anſwerable that Lord Pigot is forthcoming, 
at any time the Board or the Eaſt-India Company require it? | 


As Sir Edward Hughes has heard, among others, that Lerd Pigot de- 
clares he does not value his life, but wants his liberty, will he be reſpon- 
fible that no individual, either European or native, ſhall ſuffer in his life, 
2 or property, from his Lordſhip's being permitted to go on board 
his ſhip | 


Since 
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Since it is well known that Lord Pigot has declared he would march 
into the fortreſs of Fort St.George the moment he got the preſent reſtraint 
removed, ſuch a ſtep on the part of his Lordſhip 2 endanger his life, 
and that of many others; will Sir Edward Hughes be anſwerable for the 


conſequences of ſuch a ſtep ? | 


When the Saliſbury muſt neceſſarily quit the coaſt on approach of the 
Monſoon, or any other account, ſuppoling Lord Pigot to be on board, in 
what manner is Sir Edward then to diſpoſe of his Lordſhip, fo as to ſecure 
the public cranquillity ? 


The reſolution of the Preſident and Council, with reſpe& to my Lord 
Pigot, having ſolely in view the preſerving the public peace and tranquillity, 
which is equally the duty and inclination of Sir Edward Hughes, it is hoped 

he will not, directly or indirectly, give ſanction to any proceedings contrary 
to the reſolution ot Council thus publicly declare. | 


Sir Edward Hughes informs the Board, that he cannot give an anſwer 
to any of theſe queſtions, until he receives the Board's reply to the letter on 
which theſe queries are grounded; that if the Board chuſe to accompany 
. their reply with theſe queries, or with any other papers, he will take them 
| into conſideration, and return ſuch an anſwer to the Board, as ſhall appear 
to him proper. Sir Edward Hughes then vichdrew. 


RESOLVED, That the following letter be wrote to him. 


| | 

1 | To Sir Edward Hug bes, Commodore and Commander in Chief of his Majcftn's 

| | 14 £1 Sbips in the Eaſt-Indies. | 8 
SIR, 

We have had the honour to receive your letters of the 27th and 28th Aug. 
In that of the 28th you'zre ' pleaſed to inform us, that Lord Pigot has 
claimed the protection of the King's flag, and in conſequence you require, in 
his Majeſty's name, that Major Horne be ordered to give his Lordſhip lafe 
conduct to your ſhip. | 8 | | | 


We ſhould have done ourſelves the honour to anſwer this letter much 


eariier, if the molt urgent buſineſs had not intertered, and if we had not 
| imagined 
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;magined that you · were perfectly ſatisfied, that the reports and Alarms con- 
cerning Lord Pigot's perſonal fafety, were entirely groundleſs. 1 
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We have now the honour to acquaint you, that having taken your letter 
into our ſerious conſideration, we think it neceſſary, before we return a pre- 
ciſe and poſitive anſwer, to requeſt you will be pleaſed to inform us, what 
ſecurity you can give to us, who are entruſted with the intereſts and affairs 
ef the Company under this Preſidency, and with the preſervation of the 
public peace, that the tranquillity of the Coaſt, ſo perfectly eſtabliſhed} will 
not be endangered by our conſenting to the removal of Lord Pigot from 
under our own authority. | 


We have the honour to'be, 


Fort St: George, | e S LR, 
4th Sept. 1776. 
| | Your moſt obedi-nt humble ſervants, 


GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council. 


The Preſident lays before the Board, Tranſlation of the following letters 
delivered to him by the King of Tanjore's Vackeel ; dated 25th Auguſt. 


Tranſlation of a letter from Maha Rajah Tollaſagie, to his Vackeel Roo- 
dragie Pundit; dated 25th Auguſt, 1776 ;and the ſuperſcription directed 
io Da n een e ee Fee 


I am in perfect health at Tanjore the 25th inſtant. In this province, in 
the Tallook of Veeſunganaudoo, ever ſince the eſtabliſnment of the country 
of Nellvor, the quit rent, &c. belonging to Veeſunganaudoo, from 10th of 
Dec. 1773, to March 1770, the Nabob had the Government in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, all which time Sydo Muctoomylee Cawn enjoyed it, and from i gti 
of April, 1776, to 27th of July, being 3 months and 14 days, I enjoyed 
it; and on the 28th Sydo Muctoomylee Cawn's people, 5 perſons, came 
here, and did. ſet up their (Torenum) or ſignal, that the place was under 
his management, and went away, and ſoon after ſent Seapoys, and took 
2 ſaid ſignal from thence, and to this day none came here belonging 
to him. : | 


In the Elligantoo Tallook Toondarambundy, &c. three villages are Punja 
ground (for the produce of r „ eee Nunja (Paddy fields grounds.) 
ks 1 * In. 
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In the year 1767, Sydo Muctoomylee Cawn, Jamadare, included in his 
Jageer at Trichinopoly country by force, and enjoyed till the Nabob's 
government at Tanjore; now they are in my poſſeſſion; fince I took the 
government, and he has got no ſunnud given by us, he did what he pleaſed, 
I cannot help it, becauſe the time is ſo bad therefore you muſt acquaint this 
particularly to his Lordſhip, The ſaid Sydo Muctoomylee Cawn is dead; his 
{on lives with the Nabob. Sk 


The Government of | Negapatam ' owes me for laſt year's Peiſhcaſh five 
thouſand Chuckrams, and twenty-one elephants, being for ſeven years, at 
three elephants per year, | 


The Government of + Tranquebar owes me for laſt year's Peiſhcah two 
thouſand Chuckrams, beſides tor account they advance one thouſand one 
hundred and fifty, in the produce they pay ſix thouſand five hundred 
Chuckrams, | 1 30 


On the Government of tKarical, to laſt year, being ten years, at one thou- 
ſand Negapatam pagodas per year, comes to ten thouſand pagodas 
due to me. 


All which explain particularly to his Lordſhip: and if he writes to them, 
this money will come to my hands, | | 


At the gutter of Anacut very little water came, I have therefore ſet 
people to repair it the 22d. and intend to go there myſelf t he goth Inſtant, 


The 23d inſtant the Nabob's people came here, and put a ſtop to the re- 
paring the ſaid gutter, which my people adviſed me; this J made known in 
my letter of the 24th inſt ant, by Tappy; it muſt have reached before now; 
you will therefore explain it to his Lordſhip, and ſend me an anſwer ſoon 


about it. 


| RESOLVED, that a copy of the above letter be tranſmitted to the 
Governor-General and Council. N | 


Read 


I Dutch. f Danes. t French. 


(died © + 
| Read the following Letter. 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and Governor, &c. Council of 
| Fort St. Geooges 


Honourable SIR and SIRS, 


1 have been honoured with your letter of the 25th inſtant; the Rajah 
ſeems to have altered his intentions with regard to going to the Anacut 
at preſent. © | | 


I have, according to your directions, ſent orders for one of the battalions 
of Sepoys doing duty in the country to proceed to Tanjore, where they will 
be quartered about twelve hundred yards from the garriſon; five compa- 
nies of the other battalion are ordered to the different country forts; 

the Rajah has requeſted that the other five might remain in the country 
for the preſent, to aſſiſt his managers in their buſineſs, which I accordingly 
complied with. | 1 


The carriages in this garriſon that are repairable I am putting in order; 
and ſhould be glad you would pleaſe to inform me, if you approve of my 
making new ones for the guns that are deficient of them, as the Rajah has 
ſome wood in the garriſon, and promiſes to ſupply whatever is wanted for 
that purpoſe, * | | | 


beg leave to mention, that there are ſome ſmall country forts which are 
very trifling, but have ſome guns, ammunition, and ſtores in them; and 
which the Rajah himſelf thinks would be beſt to have withdrawn to this 
place; if it meets with your approbation, I will get him to ſend for what 
is in them to this garriſon : he particularly mentioned yeſterday Killenellv, 
and Shaw Cottah, which in my opinion are really not worth keeping; and 
the guns, ſtores, &c. might be of great ſervice here. 


W [ have ſent an account of the proviſions in this garriſon, - 


have deſired the Rajah to lay in more, which he promiſes faithfully to do 
immediately. | 


I remain with perfect reſpect, 
| Honourable. STR and SIRS, 


Tanjore, Your moſt obedient ed ſervant, 
3iſt Auguſt, 1776. 157 i | 


H. HARPER, 


- were the firſt accounts they had of any magazines of proviſions in Tanjore, 


The Board muſt here nemark, thas the foregoing t returns of proviſions 


and. were ſe at in conſrquence of our letter to Colonet Harper, 
Minute of Council on the 4th September, 1776. 


The military ſtore-keeper deing called upon to know what quantity: of 
ſtores were at Tanjore, acquaints the Board, that oa receiving an indent for 
ſtores from Lieutenant Colonel: Harper atTanjore, he found he had applied 
for a great number of ſhot of different calibres,. which, by the return of 
ſtores tor July, received at the ſame time, he obſerved there were no can- 
non for, which the military tore-keeper- defired his aſſiſtant to write to 
Lieutenant Colonel Harper to explain, requeſting. he would ſend tim a 


complete return of all the ſtores in; garriſon. Phat a few days after, the 


military ſtore- kecper took an opportunity of aſking Lord Pigot, who had 


been at Tanjore, if there were any. cannon there, who told him in anſwer, 


that the Nabob had taken away the guns, and every thing elſe out of the 


fort. The military ſtore- kee per obſerved to his Lordſhip, that he under- 


ſtood there were a great number of cannon at Tanjore; his Lordſhip re- 


plied. if that was the caſe, they could not be of any uſe, and told him, that if 


ſhot were therefore ſent, cannon ſhould acco mpany them. Sometime after 
this, the military, ſtore-keeper received an anſwer from Lieutenant Colonel 
Harper, with a return of ſtores. in the fort of Tanjore, dated 13th Auguſt, 
which, on comparing with the one he before received from him, contains. 
the following articles more than in the firſt return. 


Iron guns of different calibre -- = - 96 
SwẽWivelss > — —— 14 
Braſs guns of different ca libres 8 
Braſs mortars ditto. o 4 
Iron mortars. e 1 
; Malabar guns. — „ 2 - 9 


| Beſides ſeveral other ſtores. 
Ordered, that Lieutenant Colonel Harper be called upon to-acquaint us 


with his reaſons for not ſending a complete return of all the ſtores when he 


firſt. took the command of Tanjore, and that we expect from him a com- 
plete one of all the ſtores, proviſions of every kind, and of all materials 


tor building, &c. 
hating rst AGREED, 
I. The returns are ſo irregularly entered, that it is impoſſible to adjuſt them with preciſion. 


CC 997 1 
AGREED, That the following letter be wroteto Lieutenant Colonel 
| Harper, at Tanjore. 


To Lieutenant Colonel Harper, commanding at Tanjore. 
SIR, 


WE have received your letter of the 3 1ſt ultimo, and approve of your 
having complied with the Rajah's requeſt for the five companies of 


Sepoys. | 


Captain Maul and Lieutenant Heſlop will immediately ſer out for Tan- 
jore. They will cauſe the carriages to be forthwith repaired, and we ſhalt 
hereafter give orders to have as many new carriages made as may be 
requiſite, 


It will be very proper to remove to Tanjore the guns, ammunition, &. 
from the ſmall forts, 


We are glad you have ſent in the returns of proviſions, as we did not be- 
fore know of any in that fort. | | 


We are, 
SIR, 
Fort St. George, | | 
4th September, 1776. Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council. 


Signed the following letter to the Preſident and Council at Bombay. 


To the Honourable William Hornby, Eſq. Prefident and Governor, &c. Council 
at Bombay, 


Honourable SIR and SIRS, 


WE take this opportunity of informing you, that the violent, arbitrary, 
and illegal proceedings of our üs Lord Pigot, have compelled 
| 6 us 


us to che neceity of arreſting his perſan; and George Stratton, Efq, the 
next ſenior ſervant of the Company, is at courſe Preſident of the Council. 


We cannot here enter inte a full explanation of the conduct of Lord 
Pigot; our proceedings have been ſent to the Governor-General and 
Council of Bengal; and we think it neceſſary to encloſe for your informa. 
tion copies of the letters we have written them, and a copy of the procla. 
tion publiſhed by us on this occaſion, which will explain to you the imme. 
diate cauſe of the meaſures we have taken. | | 


We are with eſteem, | 
| Honourable SIR and SIRS, 
Fort St. Gearge, * | 
4th September, 1776. Tuobour moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
GEORGE STRATTON, &e; Council 


Read the following letters from Maſulipatam and Ongole. 


To the Honourable Gorge Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and Governor, Ee. Council 
of Fort St. George. 


Honourable SIR and SIRS, 
| WE have been honoured with your commands of the 25th inftant, en- 
cloſing a proclamation, which, agreeably to your orders, we have publiſhed | 
here, and have ſent copies to be publiſhed at the feveral garriſons depend- 
ant upon this ſettlement. | 
We are with reſpect, 
Honourable SIR and SIRS, - 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
Maſulipatam, CHARLES DESVOEUX. 
zoth Auguſt, 1776. . JAMES HODGES, 
ALEXANDER PRINGLE. 


AGREED, 


( 539 ) 
AGREED, That the following letter be wrote to Mr. Stone. 


| 20% John Maxwell Stone, E/q. 
a pi REG 


Mr. Palmer having been appointed ſea cuſtomer, and Mr. Jourdan 
rriſon ftore-keeper, and rental general and fcavenger, I am directed by 
Prefident and Council, to defire you will deliver over the books; papers, 
and balance of caſh; belonging to the ſaid employs, to thoſe gendemen 
reſpeftivety; and I am further ordered to defire that you will deliver over 
the books, papers and balance of ealk belopging to the committee of works, 
to Mr. Mackay, who is now Preſident of that Committee. 


4 


I am, 


SIX, 
Fort St. George. os 
4th September, 1776. Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


= CHARLES OAKELEY, Secretary. 


At a CONSUL TATION, 6th September, 1776. 
PRESENT, 


George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident, Governor. | 


HENRY BROOKE, Sir ROBERT FLETCHER, priqay, 6m 
CHARLES FLOYER, ARCHDALE PALMER, September, 
FRANCIS JOURDAN. GEORGE MACKAY. 1776. 


Read the following letter from Commodore Sir Edward Hughes. 
Saliſbury, in Madraſs Road, the 5th day of September, 1776. 


I have received your letter of yeſterday's date in anſwer to mine of the 
The 


28th day of Auguſt. 
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The requiſition of a ſafe conduct for the noble Lord to my ſhip being 
made by me in the name of the King, and as no terms can therefore be 
admitted, on which to ground a compliance. with that requiſition, it follows 
that no other anſwer can be given by me, who am intruſted with the 
honour and dignity of hisMajeſty's flag, to your queſtion of, What ſecurity | 
can give you, that the tranquillity of the Coaſt will not be endangered by 
your conſenting to the removal of Lord Pigot from under your own 
Authority, than a repetition of what I before required, and now do again 
require of you in the King's name, that Major Horne be ordered to give 
Lord Pigot ſafe conduct to this ſhip, his Lordſhip having repeated his 
claim of protection from his Majeſty's flag. | 


I am, 


SIR and GENTLEMEN, 


| OR F Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
> EDWARD HUGHES. 


George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and Governor, &c. Council of Fort 
: | | St, George. 


| RESOLVED, That the following letter be wrote in anſwer to Sir Ed- 
= -- ward Hughes, | | | 


To Sir Edward Hughes, Commodore and Commander in Chief of his Majeſty 
+ | | Ships in India. Wo 


SIR, 
We have had-the honour to receive your letter of yeſterday's date, 


In reply, we beg leave to obſerve to you, that Lord Pigot having, as 
appears from facts already publiſhed, by his illegal and arbitrary conduct, 
ſubverted the conſtitution of the Company, and cauſed contuſion and dil- 
order in the ſettlement, the maintenance of the Company's orders, as wel 
as the neceſlity of public affairs, in our opinion, juſtify the ſteps which have 


been taken to prevent the further progreſs of ſuch proceedings. The en- 
| | perience 
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jence we have had of Lord Pigot's violent and impetuous diſpoſition, 


4 bich we gave ſtriking proofs in the affidayits of Lieutenant-Colone 
Edingron and Serjeant Shaw, read to you at the Board on the 4th inſtant, 
and of which you yourſelf, Sir, had a recent inſtance in the letter of com- 
plaint written to you by the Nabob of the Carnatic, of the 3d of June) 
obliged us to put ſuch reſtraints upon his Lordſhip's perſon, as the public 
peace ſeemed to require; and from the ſame motives we were induced, in 
anſwer to your letter of the 5th inſtant, to requeſt you would inform us 
what ſecurity you could give, that the tranquillity of the Coaſt will not be 
endangered by our conſenting to the removal of Lord Pigot from under 


our own authority. 


Since you are pleaſed to decline giving to us any ſecurity whatever, in 
conſequence of that requeſt, we are under the neceſlity of acquainting you, 
that we cannot, conſiſtently with the important truſt repoſed in us, comply 
with the requiſition you have again repeated, that Major Horne be ordered 
to give Lord Pigot ſafe conduct to your ſhip, | 5 


As loyal ſubiects to his Majeſty, and faithful ſervants to the Company, 
we ſhall always ſhew the greateſt veneration to the ſacred name of his Ma- 
jeſty, and the utmoſt reſpe& to the Britiſh flag; but having no proof before 
us that his Majeſty empowers any of his officers to require the removal of 
any ſervant af the Company, in a ſimilar ſituation with Lord Pigot, from 
under the authority of the Company's Government, we beg leave to add 
this as another reaſon why we cannot comply with the requiſition you have 


made. We have the honour to be, 
— SIR, 
Fort St. George, en ni. 26d | 
6th Sept. 1776. Tour moſt obedient humble ſervants, 


GEORGE. STRATTON, &c. Council. 


The Preſident lays before the Board, tranſlation of a letter from Appoo 
at Tanjore, to Moodu Kiſtnah. . hits | of, b, 


Tranſlation of a letter from Appoo, to Moodu Kiſtnah; dated 25th 
g of Auguſt, 1776. | 


The letter, dated the 21ſt inſtant, wrote by Vackeel Roodrajee Pundit 
to Maha Rajah, arrived ſafe, and he 2 it; in which, in regard to ant 


( 

beer Pundit, his Lordſhip mentioned, that it is not proper to diſplace him 
at preſent, as he was uſing his endeavours with the Nabob, &c. perſons 
for the King's benefit; till this buſineſs ſucceed, Dubbeer muſt be treated 
with civilities ; this made the King ſo very much diſpleaſed that he eat 
nothing till the evening; the King upon which ſaid, that he underwent 
much hardſhip in priſon under the Nabob, for three years; afterwards he 
was reſtored to his kingdom, and was in h of living in peace and tran. 
quillity ; but inſtead of that, if he is to remain under Dubbeer Pundit, what 
advantage is it for him to have the Government ? and did alſo ſay that his 
Lordſhip was Kiſtnah Sawmy, Rammah Sawmy, and father to him; that his 
whole dependence being in his father's good will ; and if the father is 
wanting in making the ſon's mind at caſe and quietneſs, who has he to rely 
on elſe? He is apprehenſive that he has done ſomething amiſs, and there- 
fore he has incurred the father's diſpleaſure; let a ſon be guilty of ever ſo 
reat a fault, the father and mother muſt forgive that crime, and make his 
n's mind glad, and not be vexed with him ; it is his misfortune that he 
is angry with him, and therefore his remaining here will be of no benefit 
to him; it is much better for him to go where his father dwells: and 
further, if he is not to command his ſervant, but to hearken to what he 
ſays, it is much the beft for him to have no government at all; if Dub- 
beer had ſerved him with fidelity, would he be diſcharged from his ſervice? 
for his action is, as he was the ſecond Nabob, and breeds animoſities, ſtriv- 
ing all in his power to hurt him; and ſtill if he is to uſe him with civilities, 
what to —— this caſe being unknown to him; let Dubbeer govern the 

place, for he intends to go to Madras. 


I am ſurprized what makes his Lordſhip have ſo much regard to Dub- 
beer; beſides you muſt think Dubbeer being in the management will 

make the Government better, and that in his abſence things will not go 
on ſo well; formerly what buſineſs he carried on here is n Ann to me, 
but now I can't find him ſuch able perſon; he is not ſincere in his maſter's 
buſineſs; therefore if you agree to what the King ſays, he will be well 
pleaſed, as the King truſts you next to God. I think your agreeing to his 
deſire is the beſt, and I think you muſt look for a favourable —— 
and do the ſaid buſineſs; and if you write to him that you will do agree- 
able to his deſire, he will look upon it as the Government was juſt then put 
under his hand; otherwiſe for all the Government is under him, it is of no 


ſatisfa&tion to him. 8 
You are very ſenſible gentlemen ; What can I ſay further in ic? there- 
fore you may do as you think proper. | 3 


- | 
Pleaſe to adviſe me for my further proceedings; · 
P. S. The King and Dubbeer can no way agree 


z as I way or- 
dered to act agreeable to the King's mind, I have wrote the above according 
to his defire, and have not done any of it myſelf: I would not undertake 
to do any ſuch thing had I ten heads. I deſire you will write « few lines 
to me, that the King may find pleaſure and ſatisfaction therein. 


| * RESOLVED, That the following letter be wrote to the Gorernor-Ge- 
neral and D at Fort William. | 


7 the — Warren gie, 3 Governor-General Sc. Council, 


Fort 


Honourable SIR a SIRS, 


Since, cloſing our letter to your l 8c. under this date, we have 
received from Commodore Sir Edward Hughes his anſwer to our letter, 
dated the Copy of which we herewith encloſe, with our reply 
thereto, as alſo tranſlate — a letter from Oppoo at Tanjore, to Moodoo 


— this place; dated the 25th ultimo. 
We have the honour to be, 
r Honourable SIR and SIRS, 
Fort St. George, 5 | 
the 6th Sept. 1776. | Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
* GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council. 


P.S. The Nabob has juſt ſent to the Preſident the accompanying letter, 
which he deſired may be forwarded to your Honour, &c. 


_ Read letter from the Chief and Council at Maſulipatam, dated the 1ſt 
. 


ORDERED, That the conſideration of this 3 be deferred till after 
the diſpatch of the Grenville, with ſuch letters as may be received in the 


civil department, 


Read 


( £.844, 2 
Read the following letter from the Chief Engineer. 


To the Honourable George Stratton, EI. Prefident and Governor Ce. Council 


of Fort St. George. 
Honourable SIR and GENTLEMEN, 


Agreeable to your directions I have deſired to know from Major Ste- 
vens, what has been done to the works at Tanjore ſince the reſtoration of 
the Rajah, and what further he thinks neceſſary to be undertaken for the 
ſecurity of the place, and the accommodation of the troops. I have now 
the honour to-encloſe you his anſwer, and remain very reſpectfully, 


Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 


Fort St. George, „ dehiono! 
Sch Sept. 1776. | Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
PATRICK ROSS, 
Lieut, Col. and Chief Engineer, 


To Lieutenant Colonel Patrick Roſs, Chief Engineer. 
SIR, 155 


In anſwer to your commands from the Honourable Board, I have to 
inform you, that when Lord Pigot was at Tanjore, he directed me to make 
a plan for barracks, which would contain 200 Europeans in the little fort, 
and to conſtruct them in ſuch a manner, that they might hereafter be en- 
larged for a greater number; and having approved of a deſign, which I ex- 
plained to him, for ſecuring the little fort againſt the great one, he ordered 
me to lay the whole down on paper, and forward them to the Preſiedncy 
to lay before the Board for their approbation; directing me in the mean 
time to level all the inhabitants houſes and buildings, except the large Pa- 
goda, which was to be reſerved to the Bramins, and to leave ſtanding, for 
the preſent, ſuch buildings as were occupied by the officers as quarters, and 
by the Europeans as barracks. PR | 


I accordingly-formed my defigns, and forwarded them with a letter to 
his Lordſhip under date the 14th of May laſt; a copy of which I did my- 
ſelf the pleaſure to encloſe you, and to which I beg leave to refer you 
for particulars. | | : ; i 
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( 


By the middle of July laſt I had levelled the houſes, &c. as I was di- 
rected, leaving the great Pagoda for the Bramins, and ſuch as were occu- 
pied by the troops and ſtores, as alfo a ſmall brick Pagoda, which ſtood 
near the centre of the Fort, and being included in the intended Seapoy 
Barracks, 1 thought would ſerve as a regimental ſtore room, or might be- 
come otherwiſe ſerviceable. I had alſo lowered many high grounds, and 
with the earth filled up ſome of the loweſt places, widened the ramparts 
on the Weſt and South fronts, made it good on part of the Eaſt front, and 
raiſed my intended rampart againſt the great town as high as I could con- 
veniently, without having the revetement firſt begun; and having thus al- 
ready exceeded my orders, I deſiſted from doing any more, and applied for 
leave to come up to the Preſidency. | 


As I have not particularly ſaid any thing reſpecting my deſigned ram- 
part, otherwiſe than by deſcribing it fully on the ſpot to his Lordſhip, it 
may not be unneceſſary for me to obſerve, that I propoſed raifing the pre- 
ſent revetement of the Fauſſe-braye, (which forms as it were the Gorge of 
the Little Fort) with brick and chunam, to the height of the rampart of 
the Large Fort oppoſite to it, or perhaps ſomething higher, and to take 
away the parapet wall of the Great Fort, to the third tower on each ſide of 
the gate, in order to expoſe the town to a view of the Little Fort. Againſt 
this revetement I propoſed an earthen rampart, which wasſto form the preſent 
rampart of the Little Fort, at P and M, ſo as to complete it all round the 
Little Fort. Under this rampart I propoſed an arched paſſage and guard- 
room at the gate O, to communicate with the town; and the ſame at 
Por Q to communicate with the country: the paſſage over the ditch I pro- 
poſed to be filled up with earth, rivetted with maſonry to the height of the 
Terre: plain of the Fauſſe- braye, except a Draw-bridge of 10 or 12 feet next 
the town. If this gate of communication with the country had been made 
at Q, I then only propoſed to have at P a paſſage for a fally-porr, and in 
either caſe to have had a fally-port at M. In the ſame manner as above. 
deſcribed, I meant to raiſe a part of the Fauſſe-braye wall of the Little Fort, 
where it joins to that of the Great Fort to the Northward, and to have 
Joined it to the before- mentioned; and without the two extremities I meant 
to cut away the old revetement, &c. for 20 or 30 feet, as low as the Terre- 
plain of the Fauſſe-braye, to ſeparate the whole from the Great Fort. At 
Q P and M, there have formerly been gates, but are now walled up, except 
a part of P, which has been left open as a ſally- port. The communication 
] propoſed acroſs the ditch is repreſented in the plan to be only 15 feet broad; 
but as it will be neceſſary to raiſe parapet walls (particularly if it be made at 

6 * | P) 
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P) ia lieu of rails, to keep paſſengers from falling into the ditch, I would 
have it made 18 or 20 fect wide, and I would recommend it to be made at 
P, as it would be more ſecure ; and if the paſſage be made a good breadch, 
doubt not but it may prove as commodious as if it was made at Q in 
which point and elegance I think Q only has the preference. 


Though it will appear by the plan that the revetement I propoſed to raiſe 
has its defences againſt the Little Fort, yet I choſe to follow it to fave ex- 
penſe, as well as time; and as the defences ſeem to me to be equally capable 
of being turned the other way, they will in my opinion be a ſufficient pro- 
tection againſt any thing that is to be apprehended from the Great Fort. 


What I would recommend to be immediately done, is to complete the 
propoſed rampart ; but in caſe the reform be not determined upon, and that 
it is likely ro be delayed ſome time, I would have a mud wall erected on, 
or a little. within that which was intended to be done in brick, and form the 
rampart againſt it with the earth, which is left in the reverſe of the rampart 
AP for that purpoſe,. leaving the peſſage for the Gate-way at O open, 
but to repair the gate, and provide it with good faſtenings, that it may at 
proper hours be thut againſt the town, At all events to take down the 
preſent parapet wall of the Great Fort to the extent propoſed, and ro make 
a communication from the. Little Fort to the country at Por Q as may be 
thought proper.. | | 


[alſo beg leave to obſerve to you, that the inner walls of the Little Fort 
are very, high and much expoſed, which I think might be lowered very 
conſiderably. without ſubjecting it too much to ſurprize, or deſtroying the 
neceſſary command over the adjacent country. I do not apprehend, as the 
Fauſfe-braye wall is high and difficult of acceſs, that any danger proceeds 
from lowering the inner wall to 15 feet, ſhould it be practicable ; it is now 
upwards of thirty. The cavaliers which ſtand on the ramparts ought in 
my opinion to be taken away, nor do J apprehend their foundations will ad- 
mit of letting them ſtand, ſhould the rampart be lowered. After the ram- 
Part is brought to a proper height, a, good parapet ſhould be placed 
upon it. a 


As to temporary magazines, I think the Coberam, oppoſite the Great 
Pagoda in the Little Fort, will contain a conſiderable quantity of powder. 
It is now uſed as a magazine, and being ſhut up, I never ſaw the inſide of 
it, therefore cannot ſay how much it will hold. The little brick Pagoda, 
which I left ſtanding near the centre of the Little Fort, will contain a quan- 

| tity 
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rity 1 ſuppoſe of 200 barrels, or upwards. I here is a brick building which 


ſtands near the above-mentioned Pagoda, and which I conver ed into a 
| ftore-houſe and cook-room tor the Europeans, Would, if neceffary, with 
ſome little repairs, contain ſome hundred barre!s of powder; but in that 
caſe a ſtore-rovm and cooking-place will be immediately wanted. I know 
of no other method of ſecuring any powder in the Litt e Fort but the Great 
Pagoda, where | ſuppoſe a Choultry might be obtained for ſuch a purpoſe, 
and by being walled in with brick and chunam, or even mud, might make 
a good temporary Magazine. 


I believe there is a great quantity of gun-powder lodged in choultries 
round the large Fort: I heard the conductor ſay, he concluded it to be ſome 
thouſand barrels: I ſaw ſome of it, and it teemed to be very clean and 
good. His Lordſhip deſired the Rajah would have one of the apartments 
of the granary in the Great Fort fitted up as a magazine to receive the 
powder, and ordered me to ſee it properly executed; but it was bur juſt 
cleared of the grain a few days before I came away; and whether any 
thing has been ſince done towards the converting it into a magazine, I 
cannot ſay. | 


As the ſeaſon is now far advanced, it is impoſſible to provide any bar- 
racks to ſhelter the troops during the enſuing Monſoon. The houſe which 
now contains the Europeans may make a very good ſhifr, by building mud 
walls to encloſe the inſides, which are now open; it muſt have the tiles re- 
moved, and. ſome windows put in the exterior walls; alſo it will require 


ſome doors and windows to be put in the walls, which I have ſaid will be 


- * neceſſary to build; the building thus fiited may be able I believe to contain 


300 men, as the men coming off duty may take the births of thoſe they 
have relieved. 


The battalion of Seapoys which I leit at Tarjore was lodged in tents in 
the Fauſſe-braye, which ſituation will be very uncomfortable and unhealthy 
in the Monſoon ; perhaps ſome of the Gentoo caſt might be permitted to 
live in the Choultries in the Great Pagoda of the Little Fort; the reſt muſt. 
be either permitted to build hu's between the South wall of that Pagoda 
and the rampart, or to be provided with barracks or huts in the Great Fort, 
as think it is too late even to build a temporary ſhed for them; it will re- 
quire ſome time I apprehend to procure bambooes for ſuch a purpoſe, and 
know of nothing that can be immediately had to ſubſtitute in their ſtead. 
Without the town, at the diſtance of a ſhort mile from the Little Fort, is a 
building which we called the Painted Choultry; this, and ſome tiled ſheds 

| | which 
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which were erected for the purpoſe of making powder, may I think contain 
one and a half or two battalions of Seapoys, as many of them would 
build huts near it for their families; the ſituation is dry, and I dare ſay 
healthy. | 

Many of the officers were living in tents when left Tanjore, and I know 
of no other method of accommodating them during the Monſoon, unleſs 
they were to be permitted to live in ſome of the old quarters that were for- 
merly occupied in the Great Fort: Many of theſe, when I left Tanjore, 
were empty; for being new houſes built by the Nabob's officers, they could 
not belong to the inhabitants, who, I ſuppoſe, had been paid for their old 
houſes and grounds, 55 


There are at Tanjore between eighteen and twenty Lacks of bricks, 
and three or four thouſand Parrahs of Chunam, which belong to the Na- 
bob, and were provided by me when I was there on his account, to finiſh a 
counterſcarp which I had begun from Vellum to the North Gate : theſe 
materials lay principally on the glacis of that front, and the-remainder are 
on the Weſt rampart of the Little Fort. | 


The Nabob's ſtore-keeper had provided a conſiderable quantity of wood, 
to erect a powder-mill at the painted Choultry ; the greateſt part of it is 
laid at that place, and ſome pieces were between the river Venar and the 
fort of Tanjore ; whether any remained in the woods where it was cut ! 
can't ſay, This timber, I underſtood, the Rajah meant to bring into the 
granary-yard for the uſe of the magazine, which, I have ſaid, was to be 
fitted up there, | & 


There is an eſplanade marked round the whole fort of Tanjore, at the 
diſtance of ſeven hundred and fifty yards from the Fauſſe-braye wall, Rama- 
ſang Coib and a moſque to the ſouthward of the Little Fort being two ot 
its marks; the others are ſmall mud piers, about twelve feet high and five 
diarneter at the baſe: theſe ſhould be erected with more durable mate- 
rials, and made conſpicuous, that the buildings may not be brought too 
near the fort, | | 7 | | 
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to the Governor General, encloſed in the laſt letter wrote to the Preſident 
by the Na bob wad Je . 


Tranſlate of # Copy of e Latter 40 Governor-General Haſtings, dated the 6 
D of the Month Rujub, in the Tear Hegyra 1190 %; “u 


WHEN I wrote you laſt by the king's ſhip Swallow, I was oppreſſed 
with ſo much trouble and anxiety, that I did not imagine it poſſible any 
thing could happen to occaſion me more; but Lord Pigot, prompted by 
his enmity, has ſet on foot a new contrivance, the effect of which might be 
the ruin of my domeſtic peace and of my authority over my owa family. 
Goyernor Pigot and the Gentlemen of the Madraſs Council made a ſtrict 
agreement with me, in the year 1760, that they would not give protection 
to any of my people in Madraſs. I ſend you encloſed for your peruſal a 
copy of the article of that agreement, and of other articles extracted from 
our correſpendence. Lord Pigot, notwichſtanding that agreement. and 
contrary to common juſtice, has not only given protection to ſome of my 
family, but has been the means of inveigling him away: it will give you 
ſurprize to hear of it: the circumſtances are as follow. Keer- ul dien Can 
is the fifth of that houſe, from father to ſon, that have been ſervants in my 
family; notwithſtanding which, his father, before the laſt ſiege of Madraſs, 
having behaved treacherouſly towards me whilſt I was encamped at the 
Mount, came one night into my bed- chamber with two loaded piſtols and 
a drawn ſword; and this ſame Lord Pigot and the gentlemen of the then 
Council preſſed me much to put him to death, which I declined doing. 
This fact is known to every one, | Afterwards, when the father of Keer- 
vl-dien Cawn died, and he and his brothers were left in an infant ſtate, I. 
took compaſſion on their ONS, brought them up and educated them; 


and, 


: l 9 f 1 
1 


3 About the 2oth of Auguſt, 1776. 


(, 559 ) | 
and, after having married my daughter to Keer-ul-dien Cawn, I advanced 
him r and gave him the rent of Ramnaut and Shookungaw. 
But, when he had got poſſeſſion of the belonging to the rent, be 
then laid his hands upon the pro Dr huſbandmen and tenants, 
ſeized upon the wealth of the Polygars who had fled, and ruined thoſe 
countries. A Tunkaw on the Ramnaut country, for 60,000 Chuckrams 
had been given to Mr. Benfield. Keer- ul- dien Cawn confirmed that gen- 
tleman's Gomaſtah, and, without paying him the amount af the Tunkay, 
affixed the Gomaſtah's ſeal by forge to a r, acknowledging the receipt 
of the money: in a word, he is become ſo ſhameleſs, ſo treacherous, ſo 
ſlanderous, ſo great a liar, and ſo ungrenefol that it is impoſſible for me 
to recite all the inſtances of his miſconduf, — Three of his brothers ran 
away with him; they had alſo formerly run away, but were taken and for 
a long Ne ankined ;, pfzer-which they were releaſed, and employed in dif- 
ferent affairs, — When I was informed of Keer-ul-dien Cawn's proceedings 
at Ramnaut, I called him up from that diſtri, and found, upon his arri- 
val here, that, not fatisfied»with all the wealth he had got poſſeſſion of in 
the manner abovementioned, he had ſquandered likewiſe. among ſharpers 
and rabble, all the money and jewels which, according to the H indoſtan 
cuſtom, (a cuſtom ſubſiſting alſo, I am informed, among the Europeans,) 
I had giuen ta my daughter, on her marriage, as a ſtock for her whole life.— 
Lord Pigot one day came to me and told me, with an appearance of uneaſi- 
neſs, that an European, having « demand of a few hundred Pagodas on 
Keer · ul- dien Cawn, had put him into court, chat the officers: of the court 
were looking for him, and that he had no . to ſtop their proceedings. 
Upon hearing this, I began to enquire into Keer- ul- dien Cawn's affairs, and 
diſcovered that he was in debt, to Europeans” and others, to the amount of 
near two Lacks of Pagodas. Conſidering therefore that, if I allowed him 
to go about, he would be in danger of being ſeized by his creditors, or 
would go on in his old courſe of keeping low company, I kept him in my 
own gardens, where were alſo my ſon Syfe-ul-Mulck, three others of my 
ſons, and others my relations; hoping that by theſe ' means profligate and 
mean people would be deprived of any opportunity of debauching him, 
that he would reform his conduct, and not borrow any more money. As 
ſoon as he had entered into ftrit engagements with me that he would avoid 
all ſuch courſes in future, and had brought ſome eredirable perſons to ſtand 
ſecurity for his conduct, I was beginning again to ſhew him favour ; but 
Lord Pigot, in order to interfere in my domeſtic affairs and injure me in my 
family government, inveigled away Keer-ul-dien Cawn: accordingly, on 
the — —————-hefled, with three of his brothers, before break of 
day, over the garden wall, and went to Lord Pigot. What _= be 4 
| | 5 ronger 
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Rronger prodf of Lord Pigot's inveigling him away than that ? Not being ſa- 
| Ki. pod im with ſhewing him hg paliteſt — he provided alſo a 
kandſome houſe for his reception, furniſhed him with money for his ex - 
penſes, ſupplied him with every thing he had occaſion for, and appointed a 
guard of the Company's Seapoys to attend his perſon. He ſhews him eve- 
ry inſtance. of attention in his power, takes him into his chaiſe, and carries 
bim with him to the Company's gardens ; in the honours he pays him, ſets 
him up in competition with me and my ſons, and fills his mind with hopes. 
From the beginning of my friendſhip with the Company, it has been a fixed 
agreement between me and the ſucceſſive Governors and Councils, that if 
any of my ſervants, even to a common Seapoy, ſhould run away or enter into 
the Company's ſervice, they are to deliver him up to me; and that, if any 
foldier or Seapoy of theirs ſhould run away from them, I am to ſearch for 
bim carefully in my country, and ſeize and deliver him up to the Company. 
The inveigling away, and giving protection to Keer-ul-dien Cawn and his 
brothers, is contrary to this rule: they are fooliſh boys, and have not ſuch 
rank or conſequence as that their running away ſhould'be hurtful or detrimen-- 
tal to my affairs; but the ſeducing and protecting them may be a means of 
breeding inſolence in others, and of diſtreſſing me materially : I ſhall ap-- 
pear inſignificant in the eyes of all the country powers, who will obſerve 
that the Company and I were formerly not upon this footing, but that now 
engagements are not attended to. As J have now ſtated to you the whole 
of Lord Pigot's conduct, I will take the liberty to enquire, What rights there 
are I am poſſeſſed of which Lord Pigot has not violated ? ſuch as the rights 
of a father, the rights of a maſter, the Tights of an ally of the king of 
England, the rights of a prince, the rights of a friend; forl am the ſincereſt 
friend of the Engliſn nation, and it is a right ſuperior to all others. I moſt 
earneſtly entreat you to conſider the hole of Lord Pigot's conduct from 
the beginning to this day, and then determine, whether, without removing 
Lord Psgot from the Government it is poſſible for you to preſerve the peace 
and ſecurity of the Carnatic and of the Company's affairs? My complaints 
againſt Lord Pigot are particularized here-under, and every one of them is 
publickly known by all the Engliſh gentlemen to be founded on fact and: 
truth: other complaints there are likewiſe of Engliſh gentlemen, which are 
of conſequence and highly diſgraceful; and the cauſes of Lord Pigot's 
coming to India, and of his enmity towards me, will thereby be made appa- 
rent; but it is not my buſineſs to ſtate thoſe* particulars. My frft com- 
plaint is, that Lord Pigot, after his arrival here and making known to me 
the Company's orders, notwithſtanding 1 did not oppoſe the ſaid orders, 
uſed his endeavours to prevent my: ſtating real facts and circumſtances, 
| | | and. 
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and to hinder me from tepreſenting to my friends my own rights, and the 
derriment and diſgrace the affairs and intereſts of the Company would ſuffer 
from carrying their orders into execution relative to Tanjore. My ſecond 
complaint, that notwithſtanding I conſented with the utmoſt pleaſure to 
receive 4 garriſon of my friends troops into the fort of Tanjore, and ſuch 
garriſon had accordingly, a month befare, been received into the fort; yet 
rd Pigot, in order to flatter Tuljajee, ſet out from Madraſs on this buſi. 
neſs with an army, although a ſingle Company's Peen would have been ſuf. 
ficient for what there was to be done at Tanjore. By this means the honour 
of my friendſhip with the Engliſh nation was greatly injured. laint 
the third. Notwithſtanding I wrote public orders to my Naib Nujeib Cawn, 
and, by means of Mr. Chambers, repeatedly 1 the contents of them 
to Lord Pigot, to whom I delivered them, that he might ſend them to 
Colonel Harper; and notwithſtanding Lord Pigot that he would al- 
ways keep my Naib with a thouſand of my cavalry in the fort of Tanjore⸗ 
that my flag ſhould fly there; that the crops ſhould be applied to the diſ- 
charge of my arrears to my troops in manner as I had aſſigned them; all 
which particulars will be apparent by the order formerly ſeat; yet Lord 
Pigot has violated theſe engagements, and not performed a ſingle one of 
them, This is wholly repugnant to the Engliſh faith. Complaint ibe 
Fourth. Lord Pigot employed the troops which he carried with him to 
Tanjore, and which I pay to this day, to ſeize and collect all the grain in 
that country, which I ad, at a very great expenſe, cauſed to be ſown, and 
had aſſigned to my creditors. By this means the affairs of my creditors 
and army were thrown into ſuch diſtreſſes as are not eaſily to be repaired. 
2 the fifth. Lord Pigot, by ſeizing the Dubbeer, and others my 
clerks and agents, and carrying them out of my country, with my accounts 
and papers, has violated the guarantee of the king and parliament, eſta- 
bliſhed in behalf of my rights; and for this be is deſerving of the ſevere 
puniſbment, having by this conduct been the means of bringing diſhonour 
on his king and nation in India. The conſequence will be, that none of the 
princes of India will henceforward have any reliance on the guarantee of the 
Engliſh nation, unleſs Lord Pigot be duly puniſhed. You and the gentle- 
men of your Council are men of ſenſe and wiſdom: I have therefore not a 
doubt that you will remove ibis perſon from his office; for this man has 
been the caule of deſtroying the toundation of the authority of the king and 
parliament and Engliſh nation in India; the foundation of their authority 
being their faith and honour. Complaint the ſixth. Lord Pigor, under 
the ſanction of «executing the Company's orders, ſeized upon the fort of 
Vellum, (where, for five years paſt an Engliſh garriſon has been kept at a 


canſiderable expenſe,) and expelled my Killedar with diſgrace, He _ 
wile 
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wiſe ſeized other villages, which Tuljagee gave up, together with Vellum, 
as a compenſation for the expenſes of the firſt expedition, by a treaty con- 
cluded by means of Mr. Du Pre, in the year 1771. A ticle the ſeventh, 
Lord Pigot, after his return from Tanjore, ſhewe:l me a draught cf a letter, 
written in his hand, and which is now in my poſſeſſion, deſiring me to 
write one conformably to it. The contents of the letter were, that I 
« forgave and paſſed over his proceedings in the affair of Tanzore, and 
« delivered the whole of my affairs into his management.” He at the ſame 
time preſſed me earneſtly to furniſh him with ſome facts, by means of 
which he might be enabled to diſmiſs Sir Robert Fletcher, Mr. Mackay, 
and others of the Council who oppoſed him.—When he ſaw that I had 
more ſenſe. than to write him ſuch a letter, he became very much my 
enemy, and in order to do me a miſchief, he ſent his people in the night to 
ſeize and take ſome people belonging to me, who were in my garden. One 
day he came to me himſelf, and threatened me, declaring he would put an 
European guard over me, which, to a prince, is worſe than death; from all 
theſe proceedings of Lord Pigot, and from his inveigling away the people 
of my family, you will be ſenſible, there is an immediate neceſſity for re- 
moving him from the government of Madraſs. If you do not immediately 
determine on this meaſure, it is impoſſible for me to deſcribe to you the 
anxiety I ſhall be under for my own perſonal welfare and preſervation, and 
the welfare and preſervation of the Company's affairs. As I have not en- 
larged upon all theſe circumſtances merely for the fake of my own affairs, 
but alſo for the ſake of thoſe of the Company, as connected with this part 
of the world, I have therefore the ſame kind of reliance upon your juſtice, 
as I ſhould have in a dark night on the ſun's riſing the next morning: 
What can I ſay more? 


Reſolved that the different employs at the Preſidency be filled up in the 
following manner. | 7165 


E. Warehouſe-keeper, Mr. Jourdan 1 
Sea Cuſtomer, | | Mr, Palmer * 
Grain-keeper, | | 3 
Rental General, N s Mr. Jourdan 4 


Committee of Works, 
Military Store-keeper, | Mr, Brooke, I 
7 A | Civil 


Monday, gth 
deptember, 


1774+ 
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Civil Store-keeper, Mr. Palmer, 3 
Land Cuſtomer, - 1 e Mr. Jourdan, 2 
Import Warehouſe-keeper, Mr. Palmer 2 
Civil Paymaſter, | Mr, Brooke, 2 
Military Paymaſter, | Mr. Brooke, 3 
Aſſay Maſter, Mr. Mackay 

Mint Maſter and Caſh Keeper, Preſident, 
Committee of Works. Committee of Stores. 

Mr. Mackay, Sir Robert Fletcher, 


Col. Capper and Col. Roſs, Mr. Brooke. 
At a CONSULTATION, gth September, 1576. 
048 3-20 
Geary Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and Governor. 


HENRY BROOKE, SIR ROBERT FLETCHER, 
CHARLES FLOYER, ARCHDALE PALMER, 
FRANCIS JOURDAN. GEORGE MACKAY. 


Minute of Sir Robert Fletcher. 


Sir Robert Fletcher begs to recall to the recolle&ion of the Board, that 
he did repeatedly complain in Council ſeveral months ago, of the very un- 


accountable flow progreſs of the fortifications, and that he then told the 


Board, he would take an opportunity of having the cauſes of his complaints 
enquired into before the departure of a ſhip for England; and Sir Robert 
now requeſts, that an enquiry may be made into this important buſineſs. 


In conſequence of which, the following Letter is wrote to the Chief 


Engineer. 


Th; 
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Ta Lieulenant Colonel Roſs, Chief Engineer. 


31. 


The Preſident and Council are pleaſed to direct you to furniſh them with 
a preſent ſtate of the fortifications of this place, and that you do acquaint 
them at the ſame time, in what manner their progreſs has been retarded, 
and likewiſe, that you do further inform them, what you judge moſt ex- 
pedient to be done for it's immediate ſecurity, in caſe of an emergency. | 


I am, 
S I R, 


Fort St, George, | Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
gth September, 1776. | | | 
| R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


Read Letter from Sir Edward Hughes. 
Saliſbury, in Madraſs Road, the 75th Day of September, 17 Ws: 
SIR and GENTLEMEN, 


I have juſt now received your letter of yeſterday, and confeſs I ſhould 
have been diſappointed, to have been told that you had any proofs before 
you, that his Majeſty had empowered any of his officers to require the re- 
moval of any ſervant of the Company, in a ſimilar ſituation with Lord 
Pigot, from under the authority of the Company's Government, as 1 
had believed the caſe to be unexampled, 


You think you cannot, conſiſtently with the important truſt repoſed in 
you, comply with the requiſition made by me, in the name of his Majeſty, 
a name by me deemed very high ſecurity, and which I have power to ute 
in national concerns of the utmoſt importance; and as I feel in my breaft 
that I have done my duty to his Majeſty, and to-my country, in making the 

| requiſition, 
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requiſition, I have only to add, that you haye taken on yourſelves any and 
all the ill conſequences which may ariſe from the refuſal, 


I am, 
' SIR and GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


EDWARD HUGHES. 


George Stratton; Eſq. Preſident and Governor &c, Council of Fort St. George. 


Draught of the following Letter to the Rajah of Tanjore is now read and 
approved, Is 


To the Rajah of Tanjore. 
S IR, 


I have had the pleaſure to receive your letter in anſwer to the one I wrote 
to you the 25th ultimo, which you tell me was explained to you by Lieut, 
Colonel Harper, expreſſing the happineſs you felt on my being Governor of 
this place, and of the obligation you are under to the Company, in relieving 
you from the many difficulties you had been under, and that you ſhould al- 
ways place an entire confidence in them. Theſe aſſurances give me great 
pleaſure, and 1 again repeat, that you may always rely on my ſupport and 
protection; I have only to requeſt, that you will on all occaſions open your 
mind to me, and without the leaſt reſerve expreſs what you wiſh, as it is 
my earneſt deſire, as well as that of the Council, to make you and all your 

ple happy and contented if you have any grievance that you with to 
have redreſſcd, acquaint me therewith, that I may ſhew my readineſs to 
relieve you. | N | 


I think it neceſſary to acquaint you, the preſent Council and myſelf 
diſapproved of the appointment of a Chief and Council and Reſident at 
Tanjore, for we wiſh to convince you, that the management of your govern- 


ment ſhall always reſt on yourſelf; that it is not our intention to interfere 
| thereln, 
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therein, and I ſhall take particular care that no ſervant of the Company's 
ſhall do fo directly or indirectly. | | | 


It having been repreſented that your mind was diſturbed with fears and 
alarms, the Council were ignorant on what theſe aſſertions could be ground- 
ed, ſince you never expreſſed them in any letters laid before the Board; I 
muſt now therefore expreſs my own wiſh, as well as their*s, that if any ſuch 
fears and alarms do exiſt in your breaſt, that you will looſe no time in re- 
preſenting them to me, that I may ſhew my readineſs in relieving you; at 
the ſame time I am to requeſt, that.any matter which you with to repreſent 
to the Company, reſpecting this or on any other ſubject, you will imme- 
diately acquaint me with the particulars, that I may make the ſame known 
to them by the ſhip now under diſpatch. | 


If the Vackeel here, or any ſervant placed about your perſon, ſhould in 
any reſpect be diſagreeable to you, you are at liberty to remove them, or not, 
as you think proper; for I ſhall always look upon it as an indignity to 
your rank, if Moodoo Kiſtnah, or any Dubaſh whatever, ſhall preſume to 
dictate to you in the choice of your ſervants, or to interfere in your Govern- 
ment, I have given ſtrict orders to this purpoſe to my Dubaſh, and no 
man whatever has a right to make uſe of my name in any interference in 
your affairs. This,with the aſſurances given you in this letter will convince 
you of my good intentions, and that it is my determined reſolution to ſup- 
port you in your Government to the utmolt of my power. | 


Lan,” 


S IR, 
Fort St. George, 


7th September, 1776. 3 Your ſincere friend, 
8 GEORGE STRAT TON. 


The Preſident lays before the Board the following Letter from Major Horne 
| . to him. 


The Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and Governor, Sc. 

Honourable 8 I R, | 
Captain Panton, of his Majeſty's Ship Swallow, has been here on a viſit” 
to Lord Pigot, and delivered a pn a letter to his Lordſhip. I have 
| y£ ſome 
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fame doubts whether the letter was a public diſpatch or not, but as Cap. 
tain Panton, I underſtood, came from the Commodore's houſe, he could 
not be unacquainted with the ſituation of affairs; and as there were company 
preſent when he arrived, I judged it would not be proper to queſtion Cap. 
tain Panton with reſpect to the letter he had delivered to his Lordſhip be- 
ing of a public or private nature, in reſpe& to the commiſſion he holds in 
his Majeſty's ſervice, and alſo as many letters are forwarded to his Lord- 
ſhip from you, Sir, and the ſecretary; however I conceive it my duty to in- 
farm you of Captain Panton having delivered a letter, as it is poſſible 
iti may be a public diſpatch, and to requeſt your further inſtructions, if 
I am to examine the addreſs before any perſon delivers a letter to his 


I am with reſpect, | 
Honourable 8 1 R, 
Mount, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
9th September, 1776. 5 | 
9 P.M. | MATTHEW HORNE, 


' RESOLVED, that the conſideration of the above letter be deferred until 
we know whether Sir Edward Hughes has any packet for this Preſidency, 


Tueſday, At a CONSULTATION, 


10th Septem- 


ber, 1776. RESENT 


| George Stratton, Eſq. Governor, Preſident. 


Henry Brooke, | Sir Robert F letcher, 
Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan, | George Mackay. 


The Preſident acquaints the Board, that he has juſt now received a note 
from the Commodore's ſecretary, accompanying a box packet for the Court 
of Directors, which came by his Majeſty's ſloop the Swallow from Bengal. 


The 


( 559 ). 


The Board remark, that the box packet above-mentioned is received 
without any letter of advice from the Governor-General and Council in 
Bengal, from which circumſtance they are led to conclude, that the letter 
mentioned in Major Horne's addreſs of yeſterday to have been delivered by 
Captain Panton to Lord Pigot at the Mount, is that which ought to have 
accompanied the box packet. In conſequence the following letter is now 
wrote to the Governor-General and Council. | 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq. Governor-General, Sc. Council at 
| | Fort William. TTT 


Honourable SIR and SIRS, 
We had the honour to write to you the 6th inſtant, 
His Majeſty's loop the Swallow imported here yeſterday, by which con- 
veyance we did not receive any letter from you, but the Commodore's 


| ſecretary has juſt now ſent in a packet from your Honour, &c. for the Court 
of Directors, which we ſhall be careful to forward by the Grenville. 


In a letter we received yeſterday by the Hector from the Court of Direc- 
tors, dated 5th April, they encloſe intelligence collected by Mr. 
Churchill, late third mate of the ſhip Aſhburnham, arrived in England on 
the French ſhip Terre. | 


We have the honour to be, 
Honourable SIR and SIRS, | 
Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
roth September, 1776. 2 Ts | 
GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council, 


| P. S. We have received a packet for your Honours, &c. by the Hector, 
which we ſhall forward by the firſt ſea conveyance that offers. | 


And the Preſident is deſired to write the following letter to Major Horne. 


Tg 
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Ts Major Herne. 


SIR, 


Late laſt night I received your letter, acquainting me of Captain Panton 
having yeſterday paid Lord Pigot a viſit, and delivered to him a packet 
which you knew not whether it was of a publick or private nature. You 
will take an opportunity of aſking LordPigot this queſtion, acquainting him 
that you did not think it proper to ſpeak to him at the time, or before on 
the ſubjeR, ſince it was delivered to Fm when in company of others. As 
I have reaſon to believe that this packet is a public one from Bengal, it 
will be neceſſary that you ſhould ſee the direction of every letter delivered 
to his Lordſhip, that in caſe any one is brought to him in future, addreſſed 
to this Government, you may receive and forward it here immediately. At 
the ſame time you will obſerve, that any private letters that may hereafter 
come by the tappals, or by ſhipping, for Lord Pigot, theſe letters ſhall be 
ſent to you by me. . Roa | | | 


Fort St. George Ee 8 
10th September, 1776. JTuoour moſt obedient ſervant, 


Read the following Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Harper. 
To the Honourable G torge Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and G overner, Cc. Council. 
Honourable 8 1 R N 8 I R S, f , | 


I have received your letter dated the 2d inſtant. Since my letter of the 
29th. I have often been with the Rajah, and have taken every, opportunity 
to convince him, that he would. always. be. upported by the ere 
Company; I have now the pleaſure to inform you, that he ſeems quite 
ealy in his mind. I have acquainted him with your laſt aſſurances. of your | 
firm refolution to ſupport him in all his juſt rights, which afforded him 

| 5 great 
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great ſatisfaction. He replied, which he has frequently repeated before, 
that he would ever depend on the Honourable Company, and that he was 
ready to ſacrifice his life in their cauſe, I mentioned alſo to the Rajah, that 
the charges exhibited againſt Comaroo had been ſtrictly enquired into, and 
that he was acquitted thereof, and that you had given him permiſſion to 
proceed to Tanjore to ſettle his private buſineſs. He told me, his coming 
at this time, when the inhabitants are employed all over the country in 
cultivating the lands, would be attended with. a great inconveniency, as it. 
muſt take a number of people from their buſineſs in order to ſettle: 
with him; he therefore wiſhes his coming could be deferred until January 
ext, when their buſineſs will be partly well over. | 


L am with perfect reſpect, 
Honourable 8 1 R and S IRS. 


Tanjore, Lour moſt obedient ſervant, 
7th September, 1776. 
| H. HARPER. 


In conſequence: of the above ſent the following letters. 


| To Lieutenant - Colonel Harper. 
SIR, | 


We have received your letter dated th inſtant, and in conſequence the 
Preſident has written to the Rajah, 


We are, 
| 8 J. R, 
Fort St. George, 
10th September, 1776. Your moſt obedient ſervants, 


GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council, 


10 To 


* 
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T0 the Rajah of Tanjort. 


SIR, 


In a letter I have this day received from Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, 
dated the 7th inſtant, he acquaints me, that you had mentioned to him, 
that the charges exhibited againſt Comaroo had been enquired into, that 
e he was acquitted thereof, and had my permiſſion to proceed to Tanjore 
< on his private buſineſs.” On which you told Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, 
e that his coming at this time, when the inhabitants were employed all over 
« your country in cultivating the lands, it would be attended with a 2 
« inconveniency, as it muit take a number of people from their bulineſs 
<« in order to ſettle with him; and that you therefore wiſhed his coming 
e could be deferred until January next, when your buſineſs would be partly 
« well over.” In anſwer to which, I am to acquaint you, that Comaroo 
left this place ſome days ſince; and though it is my deſire that juſtice be 
done to all, I am at the ſame time reſolved not to interfere in your Govern- 
ment, having already told you, that I leave to yourſelf the manner and time 
of ſettling the claims in your country. It is my wiſh, as well as that of the 
Council, to encourage the cultivation of your country; and therefore, if a 
preſent enquiry into thoſe claims will impede it, you will of courſe defer it 
until it may be convenient. 


: I ſhall always be glad to hear often from you, that I may know you are 
in good health and happy. ; 


I am with perfect regard, 
SIR, 


Fort St. George, 
10th September, 1776. Tour ſincere friend, 


GEORGE STRATTON, 


At 
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At a CONSULTATION the 11th Sept. 1576. 
2% RENT 


George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and Governor. 


| Henry Brooke, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Charles Floyer, | Archdale Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan. George Mackay, 


Captain Tonyn being arrived here from the ſouthward, in conſequence of 
orders ſent to him, and atrending, he is now called in, and queſtioned as fol- 
lows with reſpect to the manner in which the Dobbeer was ſeized at 


Arialoor. 


In order that che moſt pertect information may be obtained relative to the 
ſeizure of the Dobbeer, 155 | | 


RESOLVED, That Captain Tonyn be examined, as well as ſuch other 
officers, non· commiſſioned officers and troopers, as were employed on that 


ſervice, | 
Queſtions to Captain Tonyn. 
Queſtion 1. Were the orders you received from Lord Pigot, when you 


proceeded with your troop to bring the Dobbeer to him, in writing or 


verbal ? $320) © 
Anſwer. They were in writing. 
Queſtion 2. What were the orders? 


Anſwer, He gives them in writing. 
| Tanjore, 13th April, 1776. 
d Town, 
SIR, 


You are hereby directed to proceed with the troop under your command 


to Vikarum, and eſcort from that place hither the Dobbeer, formerly = 
| | | the 


Wedneſday, 
11th Septeme 
ber, 1776. 


you, will conduct you to Vikarum. I am, Sir, 


which I proceeded to Arialoor without heſitation, and was accompanied by 


_ diſtinguiſh them. 


Arialoor? | 


( 564 ) | 
the ſervice of the Rajah of Tanjore. Videna Das Aſtry, who accompanies. 


Tour moſt obedient ſervant, 
PIGOT. 


Queſtion 3- What did you in conſequence of theſe orders? the particu. 

lars you will relate. + | J 
Anſwer. In conſequence of the orders I immediately proceeded to Vika- 
rum. On my arrival at Vikarum I underſtood the Dobbeer had left that 
two days before, and was at that time at Arialoor; in conſequence of 


Videna Das Aſtry, one of the Rajah's people, who carried me to the Dobbeer. 
Queſtion 4. Is Arialoor an open or encloſed town ? 
Anſwer. I am not certain whether it is encloſed or not; I imagine it is, 
as there is a wall on that ſide where 1 entered. 100 
Queſtion 5. Did you meet with any oppoſition in the execution of the 
orders you received from Lord Pigot, or in leaving the place? 
Anſwer. None. | | | 
Queſtion 7. Did you fee any Seapoys or Centinels when you was at 
Arialoor, and in particular about -the Dobbeer's houſe ? 
Anſwer. I do not recollect to have ſeen a fingle Centinel or Seapoy; at 
leaſt, if there were any, they were not ina military dreſs, ſo as that I could 


: * Did you ſee any people with arms about the Dobbeer's 
ouſe ? | 
Anſwer. I do not recollect to have ſeen any people with arms. 
Queſtion. At what time of the day did you arrive at Arialoor ? 
Anſwer. I cannot immediately reevlle& the hour; it was ſomewhat about 
the middle of the day. | = | 
Queſtion 8. In what fituation did you find the Dobbeer ? 
Anſwer. He was ſitting in his houſe in an uadreſs; I do not remember 
that he was employed upon any thing in particular, 
Queſtion. What did you ſay to the Dobbeer on your arrival at 


Anſwer. There was a letter delivered to him by. Videna Das Aſtry, and 

I believe the letter was from the Rajah. The Dobbeer expreſſed much ſa- 
tisfaction at receiving the letter, and he propoſed the ſetting out imme- 
diately before I had ſaid any thing to him on the ſubject. 
8 | Queſtion, 
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| Queſtion. When you did ſpeak to him what did you ſay ? 


Anſwer, I told him I was come to eſcort him to Tanjore, that my men 
and horſes however wanted refreſhment, and that I therefore could not ict 
off with him immediately. | 

Queſtion, How -long did you remain at Arialoor, before you ſet off 
with the Dobbeer? h ; 

Anſwer. We marched very early the next morning, 

Queſtion. Was the Dobbeer made acquainted that it was neceſſary for 
him to carry any papers, cadjans, or any thing elſe with him to Tanjore ? 

Anſwer. Not by me. 

Queſtion. Was he by any perſon elſe to your knowledge ? 

Anſwer, Not to my knowledge ? | 15 f 

Queſtion, What papers, cadjans, or baggage did it appear the Dob- 
beer carried with him to Tanjore ? | 

Anſwer. I ſaw no papers or cadjans, nor did I know of any; there were 
think two of three haccarees with bullocks, but what was in them I do 
not know, SH 

Queſtion, Had Vedenate Das Aſtry any private conferences with the 
Dobbeer ? | 

Anſwer, He may have had private conferences for what I know ; I left 
him with the Dobbeer when J left the Dobbeer's houſe, and there he might 
have remained for ſome time. 3 

Queſtion, Did you leave a guard at the Dobbeer's houſe when you 

uitred it? 
, Anſwer, I left a trooper centinel at his door. 

Queſtion, What orders did you give the centinel? 5 34 

Anſwer. I ordered him to prevent any people from incommoding the 
Dobbeer. | 

Queſtion. Did you give any further orders to the centinel, ſuch as to 
prevent the Dobbeer or any of his people coming out of his houle ? 

Anſwer, The only orders [ gave to the centinel were to prevent any peo- 
ple from going into the Dobbeer's houſe, except ſuch as he choſe, for I ap- 
bretictided the Europeans, out of curioſity, might have attempted getting 
into the houſe, and might become thereby troubleſome. | 

Queſtion, Were any other orders, inſtructions, or meſſages, in writ- 
ing, or verbal, except the written oiders you have laid before the Board, 
given you by authority, before or after your departure from Tanjore for 
cicorting the Dobbeer thither ? | | | 

Anſwer, None; the only orders I rtctived I have laid before the Board. 

Queſtion, Did you carry from Arialoor any other perſon beſides 
the Dobbeer ? 


72 Anſwer 
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Anſwer. There was another perſon, who I imagined to be one of his 
people; he accompanied the Dobbeer to Fanjore, 

Quettion. How long did you remain at Vickerum before you pro- 
ceeded to Arialoor ? 

Anſwer. I did not halt, but proceeded immediately when I heard the 
Dubbeer had left rhe place. | 

Queſtion. Did you write, or otherwiſe adviſe Lord Pigot from 
Vickerum, that the Dobbeer was not there, and of your intentions ro * 
ceed to Arialoor ? 

Anſwer. I ordered the troop to march on, but ftopped myſelf near to 
Vickerum, and wrote to Lord Pigot, that the Dobbeer had left Vickerum, 
and was at that time at Arialoor, a place about 15 miles diſtant, and that 
] was proceeding thither. 

Queſtion. Did you receive * anſwer from Lord Pigot before your 
return to Tanjore? 

Anſwer. No; I could not receive an anſwer, as there was not time 
ſufficient for a hircarrah to go and return. 

Queſtion. Did you write any letter from Arialoor to Lord Pigot? 

Anſwer. I wrote alſo from Arialoor to Lord Pigot. 

Queſtion. _ What did you ſay in that letter? 

Anſwer. I told his Lordfhip the Dobbeer was at Arialoor, 26d that I 
mould eſcort him the next day to Tanjore, or words to that effect. 

Queſtion, You will be pleaſed to explain to the Board the report 
you made to Lord Pigot upon your return to Tanjore. 

Anſwer. On my return to Tanjore, I was informed by ſome of Lord 
Pigor's ſervants, that his Lordſhip was gone to Vellum ; I in conſequence 
reported to Colonel Harper, that the Dobbeer was arrived, who gave the 
neceſſary orders for his admittance into the Fort. 

Queſtion, What paſſed between you and Lord Pigot when you met 
relative to the execution of the orders you had received from bim? 

Anſwer. As I had before reported to Colonel Harper the arrival of the 
Dobbeer, I made no further report to his Lordſhip. 

Queſtion. Did his Lordſhip, at no time, expreſs his approbation of 
the manner in which you had conducted yourſelf in the bringing the 
Dobbeer to Tanjore? 

Anſwer. I do not recollect particularly that he did; when we were re- 

turning to our 3 Lord Pigot preſented me with a Word. 


Captain Tonyn ordered to withdraw. 
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As we wiſh to give the Company and the Governor-General and Council 
of Bengal every information in our power, concerning the ſeizure of the 
Dobbeer, es 


* RESOLVED, That the Commander in Chief be directed to give 
orders, that Quarter-Maſter Mackay, of the European troop of cavalry, and 

ſuch of the non-· commiſſioned officers and troopers as took charge of the 
Dobbeer at Arialoor, be ordered to the Preſidency, to be examined on 


that ſubject. 
Read Letter from Major Horne. 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident, Governor, Sc. 


Honourable 8 I R, 


1 have taken an opportunity of ſpeaking to Lord Pigot, as directed in 
your letter of yeſterday: he anſwered, that Captain Panton had delivered 
him a public letter from Bengal, which was addreſſed to him; that it con- 
tained what you had received at Madraſs ſome days ago; and as that imme- 
diately concerned him, he thought he ought to have been made acquainted 
wirh it before, When TI obſerved the delicacy of my conduct with regard 
to Captain Panton, out of reſpe& to his Lordſhip, he ſaid he would not 
wiſh to do any thing that was the leaſt improper regarding my ſituation. 
But the letter was addreſſed to him, and Captain Panton had informed him 
he had refuſed to deliver it to any of the geutlemen at the Fort. As Captain 
Panton arrived at Madraſs in the morning, and had alſo been at the Commo- 
dore's, I did not imagine he had not delivered his public diſpatches for Go- 
vernment, or if he had retuſed declaring his intention to deliver them to 
Lord Pigot, I ſhould have had directions ſent particularly to prevent him, 
as he did not arrive at the Mount till near 8 o'clock : Sir Edward Hughes 
ſent his Lordſhip a note laſt night for the diſpatch; he ſaid he would fend 
an anſwer this morning. IF 


I am with reſpect, 


Honourable S LR, 


Mount, 
11th September, 1776, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
MATTHEW HORNE. 


At 


12th Septem- 
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At a CONSULTA TIO N, 12th September, 1776, 
PR E S E N. 
- The Honourable George Stratton, Governor, Preſident, 


Henry Brooke, Sir Robert F letcher, 
Charles Floyer, Francis Jourdan, 
Archdale Palmer. George Mackay, 


RESOLVED, That the following letter be wrote to Commodore Sir 
Edward Hughes. | 


To Sir Edward Hughes, Commodore, Gamenky in Chief of bis Majeſty's Ships 
| In a. 


SIR, 


Having diſpatches to convey to the Company of the greateſt conſequence, 
and as we learn that you purpoſe ordering his Majeſty's ſloop the Swallow 
to Suez, we wiſh to avail ourſelves of this opportunity of ſending them 
overland from thence under charge of two gentlemen, to whom we requeſt 
you will give a paſſage in that ſhip, as it is neceſſary we ſhould take every 
precaution in our power againſt ſickneſs or death. The gentlemen who 
will have charge of our packet are willing to put up with whatever accom- 

 modation the Swallow can afford; and we doubt not of your recommending 
to Captain Panton the giving them the beſt he can. The advices we in- 
tend ſending are of the utmoſt importance to the Company's affairs ; we 
are to requeſt the Swallow may be diſpatched as early as poſſible. Our 
packet will be ready by to-morrow ſe'nnight. e 
We are, SIR, 


Fort St, George, | 
12th Sept. 1770. | Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


G. S. and C, 


Read Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, 
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Te the Honourable George Stratton, Eg. Prefident and Gavernor, He. Count. 
Honourable SIR and SIRS, 
The half batta being allowed again to the ſouthward, I take the liberty 


to requeſt, you will be pleaſed to favour me with directions, whether the 
Rajah or the Pay maſter is to ſupply the Europeans with the uſual quantity 


of rice. | 
I am, with reſpect, 
Honourable SIR and SIRS, 
Tanjore, | 
September 9, 1776. ; Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


H. HARPER: 


In conſequence the following letter was wrote by the Secretary to Lieute - 
nant-Colonel Harper. | | 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, commanding at Tagore. 
SIR, | 


I am directed by the Preſident and Council to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter, dated the gth. inſtant, and to acquaint you, that the order for 
half batta reſpected only the officers in ſuch garriſons where the batta had 
been heretofore paid : the Europeans and Seapoys muſt be ſupplied with 
rice from the Payment, at 70 Pagodas per Garce; it is above that price, 
agreeable to an order ifſued the 7 th of June. | 


I am, SI R, 
Fort St. George, | 
12th September, 1776. Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


R. S. Secretary. 
7 E R E- 


Friday, 


Sept.13z - 


1776. 


12th September, 1776. 
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RESOLVED, That the following letter be wrote to Sir Edward Huglies 
SI nn Groatre nt Game ten 
| in 4. | | 


SIR, 


Being informed that Captain. Panton, of his Majeſty's ſloop the Swallow, 
immediately after his arrival at this place, delivered to Lord Pigot a pub- 
lic letter for this Preſidency from the Governor-General and Council in 
Bengal, we requeſt to know from you, Sir, the truth of this matter, having 
wrote to that Preſidency, that no letter accompanied the box packet our 


Preſident received from your Secretary ſome days ſince for the Honourable 


the. Court of Directors, and which came by the Swallow. 


Should the above public letter require our conſideration or immediate 
anſwer, we look on ourſelves as diſcharged from all reſponſibility for the 
conſequences that may ariſe to the nation, or to the Company's concerns, 


from our not having received this packet in proper time. 


| We are, 
Forte Gorge, SIR, © 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
AT A CONSULTATION, 13th Sept. 1776, 
OS RESENT; 
The Honourable George Stratton, Governor, Preſident, 


Henry Brooke, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Charles Floyer, Francis Jourdan, 
Archdale Palmer, Fr George Mackay. 


Mr. Secretary Oakely reports to the Board, that late laſt night Mr. Stone 
dad ſent to his rooms the following letters, under a cover, on which is 
| W wrote 
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wrete per Swallow, without: any direction or notice from whenee they came 

alſo a ſmall packet, in wax cloth, directed to Lord Pigot, Preſident and Go- 

vernor, &c. Council of Fort St. George; which, on being opened, contains: 

1 of rupees, referred to in one of the above letters, which are now read. 
as follows. 3 ; 7 


To the Right: Honcurable George Lord Pigot, Pręſident, Cc. Council, at 
Fort St. George. 


My LORD and GENT L EMEN, 


We have now the pleaſure to diſpatch- the Greenwich, Captain Roberr 
Carr, to your Preſidency, with 2500 bags of ſalt-petre, and 576 maunds 29 
ſeer redwood, agreeable to the encloſed invoice and bill of lading, amount- 
ing to Current Rupees 29,294. 


As. you have not yet ſent us any redwood: by the ſhips of this ſeaſon, we 
were unable to lade more than the quantity above-mentioned on the Green- 
wich: we leave it to you to add maunds 323 11 to complete the charter- 
party ſtipulation of ꝙoo maunds ; and as we have inſerted the whole amount 
of this article in the invoice, as if all had been Jaden here, we requeſt that 
you will. charge the deficiency to be furniſhed at Fort St. George to the 
account of this Preſidency, in part of the uſual ſupply for this ſeaſon, and 
include it accordingly in the invoices of the redwood, which you may 
zranfmit to us. | ; h 


Regiſters of the certificates granted to the Captain and Officers of the 

Greenwich, of the precious ſtones and bullion, which we have licenſed to be 

ſent to Europe by that ſhip, and ſuch other papers as are neceſſary. to be 

2 to the Honourable the Court of Directors by her, accompany 
8. 


We 
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We ＋ — to return the Syren Packet to Europe on the iſt of Septem- 
ber, and ſhall forward to you duplicate of the letter we write by her in time 


to go by the Greenwich. We are, 
| My LORD and GENTLEMEN, 
Fort William, | Your very humble fervants, 
19th Avguſt, 1776. 


WARREN HASTINGS, 
J CLAVERING, 
GEO. MONSON, 
RICHARD BARWELL, 
P. FRANCIS. 


To the Right Honourable George * Pigot, Prefident, Ic. Council at Furt 
| . George. | | 


My LORD and GENTLEMEN, 


As we have reaſon to apprehend that the Arcot Rupees, lately ſtruck in 
our Mint, are not equal in value to the Rupees now coined at Arcot, we or- 
dered a quantity to be aſſayed comparatively with ſome old Arcot Rupees 
purchaſed in the Buzar; and as we find them inferior to theſe, we take 
the liberty to tranſmit you roo of each ſort; and requeſt that you will cauſe 
them to be aſſayed ſeparately, and acquaint us of their comparative weight 
and fineneſs with real Arcot Rupees, in order to enable us to aſcertain with 


more accuracy the actual difference. We are, 
My LORD and GENTLEMEN, 
Fort William, Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 


' 19th Auguſt, 4756. 


' WARREN HASTINGS, 
J. CLAVERING, 
GEO. MONSON, 
RICH. BARWELL, 

P. FRANCIS. 


The 
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ORDERED, That the Rupees be delivered to the Aſſay-Maſter to be 
aſſayed, and report the ſame. | 


The Letter to Commodore Sir Edward Hughes being drawn out fair 
and ſigned, | | 


RESOLVED, That the following Poſtſcript be added thereto, 
and immediately diſpatched to him. ; 


Poſtſcript to Sir Edward Hughes's letter. 


Since writing the foregoing letter, Mr. Secretary Oakely has informed 
the Board, that Mr. Stone's ſervant left at his rooms late laſt night a packet 
in wax cloth, containing Rupees, and two letters under an open cover with- 
out a direction, but wrote on the back per Swallow, and which we conclude 
to have made part of the packets from the Governor-General, &c. 
Council to this Preſidency, and to which we allude in the preceding letter. 
The manner in which theſe letters have been partially conveyed to us does 
not, in our opinion, furniſh any reaſon for delaying the repreſentation con- 
veycd in the foregoing letter, which we are under the neceſſity of doing 
only for our own juſtification, 


Fort St. George, We are with eſteem, 
13th September, 1776. 8 5 
| 6. S. &c, Co. 
AGREED, That the Preſident write the following letter to Major Horne. 


To Major Horne, commanding at the Mount. 
S 1 R, 


| Having been much engaged in buſineſs, I could not before ſpare time to - 
anſwer your letter, dated the 11th inſtant, | 


With reſpect to the public letters delivered to Lord Pigot by Captain 
Panton the Board have wrote to Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, 


* | | 7 F Lou 


n 
You will be pleaſed to inform Lord Pigor, that the Board's only reaſon 


for not ſending him the reſolutions trom the Governor-General and Council 
in Bengal at the time of their arrival, was the apprehenſion that ſuch a 
communication from them at that time might give uneaſineis to his Lord- 
ſhip in his preſent ſituation, and might be conſidered by him as done with 
that intent. | . 8 


J am, S I R, 
Fort St. George, | | 
13th September, 1776. | Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


. 
Read the following letter from Vizagapatam. 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Pręſident and Governor, Cc. Council of 
Fort St. George. 
Honourable STR and SIRS, 
We laſt night received your commands of the 25th ultimo, to which we 
ſhall pay due obedience. 


Conformable to your orders the Proclamation has been publiſhed here, 
and copies thereof ſent to Chicacole and Salloor, with directions to have 
the ſame publiſhed there. | 


We are, with reſpect, 
Honourable SIR and SIRS, 


Vizagapatam, | Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 


zd September, 1776. 
8 SAMUEL JOHNSON, 
J. PERRING, 
W. WILLIAMS, 
H. CRAWFORD, 
NAT H. BARLOW. 


— fU—I—F— ER uy / 
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The Export Warehouſe. keeper to be directed to load the redwood on 
the Greenwich, and to debit account current Bengal for the amount, 


The Preſident lays before the Board a Letter, which he has received 
under the following Addrels, To Mr. George Stratton, who tiles himſelf Pre- 


ſident of the Council, and Governor of Fort St. George. 


He acquaints them, that on the 4th inſtant this letter was delivered to 
Mr. Oakely, the Secretary, by a Peon, from Mr. Munro, tbe Paymaſter at 
Chingleput ; that when it came into his (the Preſident's) hands, he ſent for 
Mr. George Smith, a near relation to Mr. Munro, informed him of the cir- 
cumſtance, and deſired him to write Mr. Munro concerning it. The 
Preſident took this ſtep, ia hopes that Mr. Munro might be convinced of 
the impropriety of his conduct, and make due reparation for it ; but not- 
withſtanding this act of lenity, he now underſtands from Mr. George Smith, 
that Mr, Munro ſtill perſiſts in the opinion that the addrels is preper, and 
will not alter it. | | 


The Letter being opened is found to contain a return of ſtores at Ching- 
leput, with the tollowing intimation to Mr. Stratton. "NO 


S I R, 
The accompanying retura of ſtores is ſent you for your inſpection. 


: I remain, SI R, 
Chingleput, 
3d September. Jour very obedient ſervant, 


R. D. MUN RO, Storekeeper. 


The orders of the Company expreſs a particular mode of trial for their 
ſervants, by furniſhing the party accuſed with a copy of the charge, and 
giving him a reaſonable time to anſwer it ; but this can only be meant in 
caſes where the parties may deny the accuſation, and make it neceſſary to 
proceed on proof, In the prelent inſtance the party has acknowledged and 
avowed the fact. | | 


No 
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No further proof is requiſite; and Mr, Munro has had ſufficient time to 
reflect on the impropriety of his conduct, and to repair his fault, if he had 
thought proper. The Board are of opinion, that he has been treated with 
all the tenderneſs and circumſpection that the Company recommend. 


The terms in which the letter to the Preſident is addreſſed are highly 
indecent and diſreſpectful; and the Board doubt not that the Court of Direc. 
tors will agree with them, that ſuch a conduct is deſerving of the ſtrongeſt 
marks of their diſpleaſure, more eſpecially at this particular time. 


For theſe reaſons, it is RESOLVED, That Mr. Munro be ſuſpended 
from the Company's ſervice until the pleaſure of the Court of Directors can 
be known; and the Secretary is deſired to ſignify this reſolution to him, 


The G Storckeeper repreſents that the ſum of 9 — which was the 
amount of advances for Paddy, and diſburſements on that account, in the 
Tanjore country, which the Rajah in 1771 ſeized; and that the Nabob, 
on the capture of Tanjore, agreed to make good to the Company that 
loſs ; but the ſame hath never been received, nor doth it appear whether 
the fame has been demanded. | 


Colonel Stuart, the acting Commander in Chief, attending, reports to the 
Board, that orders and regulations had been publiſhed to the army the 
which he has the greateſt reaſon to believe will produce uniformity 
and exactneſs in diſcipline, exerciſe, and dreſs of the forces under this Preſi- 
dency. He has ordered three of the principal merchants to examine into 
the condition and quality of the grain in the leveral Goomees, or warehoules, 
which when compicated he ſhall make a full report. | 


The Military Paymaſter acquaints the Board, that he has prepared three 
muſters of ſoldiers corts, one tor each of the garriſons of Tanj re, Trichi- 
nopoly, and Velour, agreeable to a letter trim Colonel Stuart; theie mul- 
ters have been approved by the Members of the Committee ot Stores, aud 
he Tcqueits the orders of the Board thereon, 


ORDERED, 
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ORDERED, That the Paymaſter be directed to furniſh the ſoldiers 
with cotts accordingly. 


At a CONSULTA TION, 14 Sept, 1776. 1 
© 14th Sept. 
PRESEN T, 1776. 
The Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Governor, Preſident. 
Henry Brooke Sir Robert Fletcher 
Charles Floyer Archdale Palmer 


Francis Jourdan George Mackay 


Read Letter from Colonel Capper. 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Preſident, and Governor, Sc. Council, 
| of Fort St. George. 


Honourable SIR and SIRS, 


The letters that I have received this year from England, oblige me to 
requeſt your permiſſion to return for a ſhort time to ſettle ſome private 
family affairs, which require my preſence in Europe. 


I flatter myſelf my abſence will not be attended with any inconvenience 
to the ſervice, for the aſſiſtants acting under me are well acquainted with the 
buſineſs; and I have alſo wrote out particular inſtructions for them, to 
direct them in every difficult point. I am, | 


Honourable SIR and SIRS, 


With great reſpect, 
Fort St. George, 
14th September, 1776. Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


J. CAPPER, Commiſſary-General.. 


Read Letter from Sir Edward Hughes, | = 
| 7 G ; | Saliſpury,. 
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_ Saliſbury, in Madraſs Road, the 14th September, 1 776 . 
SIR and GENTLEMEN, 


Il have received your two letters of the 12th, and in anſwer to that which 
came firſt to hand, Captain Panton ſhall have my orders to give the two 
Gentlemen, in whoſe charge you purpoſe ſending the Company's packet, a 
paſſage in his Majeſty's ſloop under his command, as far as Suez, and 1 
ſhall recommend to that gentleman the giving them the beſt accommoda- 
tions he can. | | 


As I do not conceive that any time can be gained by the failing of the 
Swallow before the Zoth, I have fixed on that for the day of her depar- 
ture, and am, 


SIR and GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


EDWARD HUGHES, 


George Stratton, Eſquire, Preſident and Governor, &c. Council. 


-ORDERED, That the receipt be acknowledged, and Colonel Capper 
having applied to go home on his own private concerns, 


RESOLVED, That he be applied to take charge of our advices, and 
that Mr. James Dighton be alſo req ueſted to accompany him, that in caſe 
any accident ſhould happen to Colone] Capper, he niay take charge of the 
packet. f | 
Read Letter from Major Horne to the Preſident. 


To the Honourable George Stratton, Eſquire, Preſident, Governor, &c, 
Honourable SIR, 


I received your letter yeſterday late laſt night, and this morning have- 
informed Lord Pigot of the reaſon the Board did not fend him the refolu- 
tions of the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, as directed in your 
letter. | 

| I haye 
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I have ſpoke to his Lordſhip again concerning the want of the publick 
papers, and the inconveniency it was to the Secretary; but I cannot find 
that his Lordſhip appears in the leaſt inclinable to ſend any perſon, in his 
behalf, to ſelect them from his private papers. He ſaid Mr. Dalrymple 
would have brought his papers away, but was not ſuffered, and the room 
being ſealed up was not his doing; I have nothing further to inform you of 
at preſent; but that I am, with reſpect, | | 


Honourable SIR, 


g 5 Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Mount, 14th September, 1776. 
| | MATTHEW -HORNE. 


The Board muſt here remark, that on 25th of laſt month, Meſſrs. 
Dalrymple and Stone came to the Fort-houſe; and, on going into the room 
where Lord Pigot uſually wrote, were told by the Preſident, in preſence of 
Meſſrs. Brooke, Floyer, and Colonel Stuart, that as they conceived Lord 
Pigot's private papers were intermixed with theſe of a publick nature, 1t 
was propoſed to them, that whenever they, or any other perſons whom Lord 
Pigot ſhould appoint, thought it neceſſary to ſelect his private papers, the 
Secretary, or any Member of the Board, would attend them for that 
purpoſe, to take charge of the public ones: in the mean time, the Preſi- 
dent recommended to them to put Lord Pigot's feal on the door, with that 
of the Preſident's, to prevent any perſon whatever from going into the ſaid 
rooms, declaring, that neither himſelf, or, to his knowledge, any of his 
people, had before entered theſe apartments during Lord Pigot's abſence 
with which, both Meſſrs. Dalrymple and Stone appeared pertectiy ſatisfied, 
and very readily aſſented to the affixing the ſeal to the doors that had com- 
munication with that apartment; and Mr. Dalrymple, in confequence, 
taking Lord Pigor's ſeal out of his pocket, affixed ir to the leveral doors 
in the preſence ot our Preſident, Meſſrs. Floyer, Brooke, and Colon-1Stuart; 


and then the Preſident propoſed to pat his, they affented thereto, and it 
was accordingly affixed, | 


AGREED, That a letter be wrote to Major Horne, relating the above 
circumſtances, and to deſire he will communicate to Lord Pigot, requeſting 
of him to appoint ſuch perſons as he may think proper to execute h's bu- 
ſineſs, and to deliver up the trealury key, which he told the clerk 
(Mr, Majendie) was among his papers, 


Draught 
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Draught of the following Letter to the Nabob'read and approved. 
To the Nabob. 


I have had the honour to receive your Highneſs's letter, dated the 2gth 
ultimo,and am particularly happy to obſerve your declaration to co-operate, 
to the utmoſt ot your power, in every meaſure that may tend to the benefit 
of the Carnatic and the Company's affairs in India. | 


Ic is with great juſtice your Highneſs obſerves, that it is abſolutely neceſ. 
fary, at this time, to employ our united efforts to defeat the deſigns of the 
neighbouring powers, and for regulating the affairs of the Carnatic ; your 
Highoeſs and the publick know full well the difficulties, which hitherto 
have prevented that attention being paid to the moſt important bulinets 
intruſted to us. | | 


I flatter myſelf that your Highneſs will have no cauſe to complain in 
future of the conduct of the ſervants of the Company; for my own part it 
will ever give me ſincere pleaſure to convince you of my eſteem and reſpect 
for your Highneſs. | 


T have now the honour to ſend your Highneſs a copy of the reſolutions 
from the Governor-General and Council in Bengal, and am happy to lee 
that their unanimous ſentiments correſpond entirely with my ideas, and, I 
may ventute to aſſure you, with thoſe of every Member of this Council. 


Jam to requeſt your Highneſs will ſend me copies of the letters you 
wrote to Lord Pigot, under date,—they being in his Lordſhip's poſſeſſion, 


Fort St. George, 
14th September, 1776. 


The attempt to offer diſhonour to my memory with the Company, at a 
period when nothing but the remembrance of my reputation could be 
thought intereſting to me in this life, was cruel ; it was ſo illiberal, that it 
muſt ſhock thoſe with whom it is meant to operate upon to my diſadvan- 
tage; and yet this attempt muſt never be aggravated in its colour, by being 
founded, as it appears to me, on a breach of confidence, the implied ſecrecß 

of confidential converſation. | 


His 
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His Lordſhip's charge upon the chief point, that of my ſuppoſed con- 
verſation with the Nabob, reſpefting Tanjore and the Company's orders, 
I poſitively deny, and am ready to diſprove; and I will prove likewiſe, 
that if T have had the influence with the Nabob which his Lordſhip ima- 
gines, that that influence has been e ed for the good of my Maſters, 
and to my own credit. If three Members of the Board were amuſed in 
the hopes of getting the /ame Chief/hip, was that a myſtery;that the Nabob 
could not unravel? or was that a piece of information to intereſt the Nabob? 
There is not a Dubaſh who could not fathom. ſuch policy, or who did not 
avail himſelf of the report which was the common talk of the town, but 
which I never mentioned to the Nabob; but I am accuſed of a matter ſtill 
more extraordinary; I am faid to encourage the Nabob to oppoſition 
to Lord Pigot, by communicating to him the Company's inſtructions in 
all the paragraphs. from 29 to 34, of their detter to the Commiſſioners: 
it were as abſurd as unneceſſary to oppoſe 2 defence to ſuch accuſations; 
they ſtand ſelf refuted. The firſt knowledge I had of the paragraphs was 
from the Durbar; the Nabob had long known of them, and quoted them 
to me on an occaſion which might furniſh grounds for an accuſation againſt 
his Lordſhip himſelf, if it be a crime to communicate to the Nabob the 
Company's orders reſpecting his rights. | 


I never could account for the rooted reſentment I have found in Lord 
Pigot towards me, ever ſince his arrival in India, or for the very extraor- 
dinary declarations, which, by my private letters and other accounts, he 
made reſpecting me before his departure from England, and which Mr. 
Dalrymple's Le and rude oppoſition to every thing I have propoſed in 
Council reſpecting the army, induced me more than once to hint at to 
the Board, and to declare, that I was well informed of a deſign to drive 
me from the Council, and if poſſible from India. My health will nor. 
permit me, nor indeed does it ſeem very neceſſary now to enumerate the 
many inſtances of mortification and diſguſt Lord Pigot has ſubjected me 
to ſince his arrival. The Board, and I believe the whole Colony, know 
them; and the above facts correſpond but too well with what the Nabob 
declares of the ſecret methods uſed with his Highneſs, and with his eldeſt 
ſon, to prevail with them to give his Lordſhip any fort of information 
againſt me, that could ſerve as a handle to diſmiſs me from the ſerviee. 
The Board know well the handſome delcarations of ſupport his Lordſhip 
made to me as Commander in Chief, and are ſufficiently informed to be 
able to judge how far thoſe declarations have correſponded with his Lord- 

RIA 7H ſhip's 
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ſhip's military tranſactions, and how far the military tranſactions are 
conſiſtent with the poſitive commands of the Company, in their late 

inſtructions reſpecting the powers of the Governor, and thoſe of the Com- 
mander in Chief. "; Hap the preſent occaſion, I ſhall only refer to the 
accompanying Orders, ſigned by Captain Wood, and ſent to Colonel Flint 
at Poendreemalee, and which I ſay is a direct violation of the Company's 
orders, and a ſuperceſſion uf the powers veſted in me by thoſe orders, 
The Board muſt remember, that I was deſirous the above circumſtance 
might be diſavowed by Lord Pigot, or acknowledged as a miſtake, and 
that I endeavoured at the Board to get his Lordſhip to give it that turn, 
but as his — Paper of doing fo, ſeemed to maintain his own 
power of ſending orders, I deftre that the order may be entered on 
the Conſultations, together with this minute. I likewiſe ſend my Aid de 
Camp's aceount of what paſſed between his Lordſhip and him upon the 
ſubje& of taking from me my guard, as Commander in Chief, which I was 
then deprived of in conſequence of that converſation ; the converſation. 
was committed to paper immediately after it paſſed. It is true that the 
guard at his Lordſhip's garden was removed at the ſame time; but that 
2 replaced in a few days after, and I never had a man of mine re- 
turned. | 


To. Colanel Flint. 
SIR, 


I am ordered by the Right Honourable Lord Pigot to ſend priſoners to 
the garrifon under your command, two men of your battalion, taken up 
by the inhabitants of Magolavaram for forcing one of their wives; the evi- 
dences to prove this charge are Grooapah, Chingat, and Moorty,.inhabi- 
tants of the aforeſaid village in your diſtricts, who have orders to attend on 
our ſummons at the Court Martial, which his, Lordſhip orders ſhall be 


Id for the trial of the offenders. 
I am, SIR; 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Fort St, George, 


7th May, 1776. | (Signed) 


R. WOOD, Town-Major. 
| | I was 
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I was directed by Sir Robert Fletcher to wait on Lord Pigot, and to May 20, 
acquaint his Lordſhip, that the Company of Markſmen was very ſhort of 1776, . 
its compliment, owing to a great — men having leave to return to the Binn 
Circar battalions, at their own requeſt, on account of the great diſtance 285 
they were at from their families; that if the Company was divided, it 
would looſe its diſcipline, and be of no uſe as Markſmen; but that notwith- 
ſtanding this, if his Lordſhip ſtill deſired half the Company ſhould be. 
ſent to his gardens, Sir Robert Fletcher would order them. 


This meſſage I delivered to Lord Pigot, who anſwered, that Sir Robert 
Fletcher, as well as himſelf, muſt be ſenſible how ſevere the duty was en 
the battalions in Madraſs, which could not furniſh the neceſſary guards; 
he believed that Sir Robert would endeavour to make it eaſy to them, and 

that this was his motive for — for part of 'the Markſmen, that he 
might then ſend his o guard to the battalion it belonged to. I again 
told his Lordſhip, that the number of Markſmen at preſent at head quar- 
ters was inſufficient to furniſh guards both for him and Sir Robert Fletcher, 
but that there was enough for one guard, and that if the General ſent the- 
Seapoys he had as a guard from the lions doing duty at Madraſs to 
join their corps, that the Markſmen could furniſh centries at head quarters 
in their room; to which his Lordſhip replied, that it was indifferent to him 
how it was ſettled; but that he wiſhed to leſſen the duty of the battalions, 
in which he expected to be aſſiſted by Sir Robert, he deſired me to 
deliver this meſſage. to; but his Lordſhip did not tell me that he wanted 
the Markſmen, after the reaſons I gave him from Sir Robert Fletcher why; 


they could not be ſpared. 
N. B. His Lordſhip. alſo obſerved, that as the Councellors had only a 
guard of ſeven men each, it would appear extraordinary to them, that 
Sir Robert ſhould have ſuch a number of men, which with the Markf- 
men would amount to eighty. 1 0--\ 


Aid de Camp. 


At 
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At 2 CONSULTATION, Ir rer 
PR E 8 E N T, 
Tue Hoi ourable George Sehe; — Prefident. 


Henry Brooke Sir Robert Fletcher 
Charles Floyer Archdale-Palmer 
Francis Jourdan George Mackay 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following papers, which he has 
received from nr Dalrymple, belonging to as oy of 8 — 
the 22d and 23d W 


7 Claxd er Sy Robert Fletcher, Ane Dairmple, Churls 
Floyer, John Som, Archie Palmer, Richard Latbam, Francs Faurdan 
andGeotge Mato, Eee. 


GENTLEMEN, 


The Right Honourable the Preſident defires your 8 in Council 
t0-morraw Rn at ten o dock in che Fons. oute 12 am raſpedtiully, 


| 4 EN T L EM EN, 
Your ak obedic 2nt 2 e humble ſervant, 


4.4 © 
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Thurſday, 


| "109 Give de e 1 fe. 
SIR, | e 


I am ordered by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council to 
acquaint you, that they have thought proper to ſuſpend you from the 
* s ſervice, until the Company's pleaſure * be known. 


f 1 am, SIR, 
Fort St. George, 


22d Auguſt, Lg Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


To 
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I am ordered by the Right Honourable the Preſident and the Council to 
acquaint you, that they have thought proper to ſuſpend you from the 
Company's ſervice, until the Company's pleaſure ſhall be known. | 


: * I am, SIR; 
Fort St. George, 


22d Auguſt, 1766. Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, | 


R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


| Having yeſterday given my opinion in favour of the Preſident's motion 


for ſuſpending Meſſ. Stratton and Brooke, I here beg leave to offer my 
reaſons in ſupport thereof. It is not for me to determine, whether the 
Preſident has or has not a power to refuſe his ſanction to any reſolution 
of the majority of the Council, neither do I think the majority of the 
Council competent to determine thereon; it is a ſubje& on which the 


Court of Directors alone muſt paſs judgment: they appointed the 
Governor, and beſt know what power and authority they meant to lodge 


in his hands, If he has no ſuch authority, or having it, if he exerciſes it 
improperly, he is anſwerable to the Company. The Council have not, ia 
my opinion, by virtue of any orders or inſtructions from the Company, a 
power to compel the Governor to ſubſcribe to any reſolution of the majo- 
rity, or to force him to give a ſanction thereto; and I think they could 
ſtand ſufficiently juſtified in entering their ſentiments and diſſents on the 
records, whenever they thought the Preſident aſſumed a power which he 


2 


hath not, or exerciſed any that he hath improperly. 


Although I think myſelf not competent to determine, whether the Pre- 
ſident hath or hath not a power of withholding his ſanction from any re- 
ſolution of the majority of the Council, I will maintain, that as the Preſident 
cannot do or act without the concurrence of the Council, or the majority 
of them, ſo the Council are not authorized to carry into execution any re- 
{olution without the ſanction of the Governor. 
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Mr. Stone's 
Minute, 


Mr.Dalrym- 
ple's Minute. 
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The Governor I conſider as the exeentixe power of the Board, and it is 
his province to ſuperintend and ſee that the buſineſs of the ſettlement is 
conducted in a proper and regular channel. It is the Governor alone who, 
by the Company's expreſs commands, is to correſpond with. the Country 
Powers. It the Governor ſhould refuſe to carry into execution a reſolution 
of che Council, or the majority of them, for writing to any of the Country 
Powers, I know not what means the Council can take to compel him; 
they cannot write themſelves without diſobey ing the poſitive orders of the 
Company. I am moreover, clearly df opinion, that no officer can obey the 
orders of the Council without the Preſident, The expreſs words of their 
commiſſions are, that they are to obey ſuch orders as they may receive 
from the Preſident and Council, and they muſt be taken in their literal 
ſenſe, in the confiruction of the words of a commiſſion ; nothing can be 
taken by implication, and if the order propoſed had been ſent to Colonel 
Stuart, I think he could not have obeyed it without great riſque to himfe]f, 


Seeing therefore the Members of the Cquncil attempting to carry into 
execution their own reſolutions, without the ſanction of the Governor, 
which appears to me eſſentiallhy neceſſary, I cannot but conſider ſuch: a 
5 as tending to ſubvert all order and good government, and could not 
fail, if ſuffered to paſs, to throw the Company's affairs into anarchy and 
confuſion. This induced to me ſupport the Preſident's motion, however 
nuknown the taſk, and I cannot but think that the Court of Directors, ſee- 
ing the neceſſity of the caſe, will approve the meaſure, as the only one 
that could have been adopted to preſerve order and good government in 
the management of their affairs. 10 |  [nctee\99 | 


J. M. STON E, 


Mr. Dalrymple thinks the reference to Mr. Vanſittart's narrative, in the 
minute No. 1, in yeſterday's conſultation, fo far from conveying any ar- 
gument that the reſolutions of the majority of Council ought to be carried 
into effect agrinſt the Governor's opinion, is the ſtrongeſt argument that 
can be urged againſt the meaſure, as Mr. Vanſittart's giving way brought 
the Company's affairs to a moſt alarming eriſis; to the allegations urged in 
debate, that Mr. Vaoſuttart knew the Company's conſtitution as well as 
any man, and that therefore his opinions had great weight, I did then re- 
mark, that Mr. Vanſittart gave a ſeat in Council to Commodore Tinker, 
which was a moſt unwarranted and unconſtitutional act. IE 

| W 
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I wiſhed the gentlemen to have taken time to have given an anſwer in 
writing to the charge brought againſt them by the Preſident, and never 
took the liberty of giving ſuch advice to one of them; but as they have 
thought. proper not to do ſo, I now give my opinion for the queſtion, be- 
cauſe I think an attempt to iſſue the propoſed orders, without the ſanction 


of the Preſident's ſignatute, of dangerous tendency to the Company's af- 


fairs, by ſubverting all order and good government. and involving the 


whole community in confuſion, and this too when the intereſt of the Com- 


pany was not the leaſt concerned; and becauſe I think the officer to 


whom they were directed, could not by his commiſſion have obeyed them. 


Being appealed to, we think it incumbent on us to ſay, we ſaw no im 
propriety in the manner in which the Preſident took the paper directed to 


Mr. Secretary Sulivan, and ſigned by Meflrs. Stratton and Brooke, 
| c. RUSSELL, 
A. DALRTMPLE, 
J. M. STONE. 8 
| Tranſlation of a Leit:r from the Nabob to Lord Pigot, dated 16th Auguſt, 1 776. 


Encloſed herewith I ſend you three notes of hand for the ſum of one 


lack, forty-two thouſand, ſix hundred and fifty pagodas on account of the 


following Kiſts; on account of the Kiſt of Trepaſore, &c. Company's Jag- 
hire diſtricts due the end of June laſt, one lack and twenty-four thou- 
ſand pagodas; an account of the Kiſts for the Poonameleę diſtrict, due re- 


ſpectively the beginning of the months of May, June, July and Auguſt. 


laſt, eighteen thouſand ſix hundred and fifty pagodas; you will be ſo good. 
as to Write a receipt for the above ſum. What can I ſay more? 


Tranſlation of a Letter from the Nabob to Lord Pigot, dated 17th, received: 
| 18th Augult, 1776. * 491 


The letters you wrote me upon the ſubje& of Trepaſore, &c. diſtrict 
of the Company's Jaghire, gave me great pleaſure. I accept of the terms- 
mentioned in your letter of the 27th July, I was always attentive to them,. 
but ſhall now be more ſo than before, Agreeably to your defire, I ſhalk 
lend you the particulars of the accounts of the weavers as ſoon as they are 
prepared. — What can I ſay more ? | 


Friday, 
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Friday, 23d Auguſt, 1776, at four o'Clock. 


The town Mayor having waited on the Governor whilſt at dinner, with 
a letter to him from Charles Bromley, notary public, ſent by direction of 
Sir Robert Fletcher, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan 
and George Mackay, Eſquires, of Council, and George Stratton and 
Henry Brooke, accompanying copy of the papers ſigned by them, and 
delivered to the Preſident; in the evening the Governor defired Meſſ. 
Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone and Latham to accompany him to the Conſulta- 
tion-Room, to deliberate thereupon; accordingly the Secretary attending, 
the letter was read as follows : 


7 0 obe Right Honourable Lerd Pigot, Prefident, &c. Claud Ruſſell, Alexander 
Dalrymple, and John Marwell Ston:, Eſquires, of Council, at Fort St. George. 


My LORD and GENTLEMEN, | 


We whoſe names are under-written, being of Council, and conſtituting 
a majority thereof, taking into our moſt ſerious conſideration the proceed- 
| ings upon record at the two laſt meetings; and more particularly the un- 
exampled outrage offered to the Conſtitution, and arbitrary behaviour to- 
wards two of our number, by an illegal attempt to ſuſpend them, in 

order by a trick to gain a majority, are of opinion, that the public ſafety 
is in danger by the conduct of Lord Pigot, and you, Gentlemen, who have 
ſupported, and by every perſon who ſhall-continue to ſupport ſuch mea- 
ſures, and we ſhall hold you thereof reſponſible for all the conſequences 
that may enſue. We the majority of the Board do conſider. ourſelves as 
the only legal repreſentatives of the Honourable Company under this 
Preſidency, and as ſuch we have no doubt but all the ſervants of the Com- 
pany will regard us. For theſe reaſons, and the evident illegality of the 
ſummons to Council for this morning, in which are omitted the names of 
Nr. George Stratton and Mr. Henry Brooke, two legal members of the 

: | | Board. 
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Board, we cannot, conſiſtently with the duty we owe to our Honourable . 
Employers,attend the ſaid ſummons. We are, | 


My LORD and GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 


GEORGE, STRATTON, 
ROBERT FLETCHER, 
HENRY BRCOKE, 
CHARLES FLOYER, 
ARCHDALE PALMER, 
FRANCIS JOURDAN, 
GEORGE MACKAY. 


The Secretaries acquaint the Board they have received ſimilar letters. 


The Preſident, whilſt in conſultation, received information that the like 
have been iſſued to the officer of the main guard, as well as to other 
officers in garriſon, to the Commander of the Company's Ship London, 
and allo to Sir Edward Hughes, the Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's 
ſhips. Mr, Bromley, the notary public, being ſent for, and aſked, by 
whoſe authority or orders he circulated theſe letters, declares to the Board, 
that it was in conſequence of the poſitive directions given at Sir Robert 
Fletcher's houſe to him as notary publick, by all the gentlemen, who ſub- 
ſcribed the paper delivered by him this morning to the Preſident, and 
declared he would be ready to atteſt the fact whenever called on. 


Madraſs, 23d Auguſt, 1776. 


The Board conſidering this act as tending to excite and cauſe mutiny and 
{edition in the troops in this garriſon, reſolved. to order Brigadicr-Gene- 
ral Sir Robert Fletcher into arreſt, and to try him for being concerned in 
circulating letters, tending to excite and cauſe mutiny and ſedition in the 
troops in this garriſon, in conſequence of which, the Secretary is now direct- 
cd to iſſue the following orders. | 


To Sir Robert Fletcher. 


When the paper delivered by the notary. publick to. the Prefident was 
read this morning, the Preſident and Council being inclined to let the gen- 
tlemen have tome time to conſider of the impropriety of their conduct, did 

. not 
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not then come to any reſblution thereupon, but their behaviour in circy. 
lating theſe papers requires an immediate determination; wh-reupon it is 
Reſolved unanimouſly, that Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jour. 
dan, and George Mackay, Eſquires, be fuſpended from the Company's 


ſervice, *till the Company's pleaſure be known, and agreed that the follow- 
ing letter be ſent to each of thoſe gentlemen. 


To Sir Robert Fletcher, Brigadier-General, &c. 


TIT am directed by the Right Honourable the Preſident and Council to 
acquaint you, that they hereby order you in arreſt, for being concerned in 
circulating, letters, tending to excite and cauſe mutiny and ſedition among 


the troops in this garriſon : ſigned by order of the Right Honourable the 
Preſident and Council this 23d day of Avguſt, 1776. 


The Right Honourable the Preſident and Council having been pleaſed 
to order Brigadier General Sir Robert Fletcher in arreſt, for being concern- 
ed in circulating letters, tending to excite and cauſe mutiny and ſedition 
among the troops in the garriſon, Colonel James Stuart 1s ordered to take 
upon him the command of the troops under this Preſidency, by order of 
the Preſident and Council; and all reports and returns are. to be ſent to him 
accordingly, | | | | 
Fort Sc. George, 
23d Auguſt, 1776. 


To. Charles Floyer, Eſquire: 

Archdale Palmer, Eſquire. 

Francis Jourdan, Eſquire. 

Scorge Mackay, Eſquire. 

8 LR. | 

The Preſident and Council, unwilling to proceed to extremity, were in- 
olined to give you ſome time to conſider the impropriety of your conduct, 
in delivering, by the hands of a notary publick this morning to the Preſident, 
a paper, tending to ſubvert the authority of Government; but finding that 
you have ſinee then united in circulating that paper to the officer of the 
main guard, and many other officers in this garriſon, and to the commander 
of the Company's ſnip London, as well as the fecretaries of the 


[65 388" 4 | 
they think they cannot, conſiſtent with-their duty to the Company, delay 
ſuſpending, you from the Company's ſervice ;. and they have accordingly 
| ſuſpended you therefrom, until the Company's pleaſure be known. | 


Signed by the order of the Preſident and Council, 


R. J. SULIV AN, Secretary. 


At a CONSULT AT TON, ich September, 1576, 


a ö C Thurſday, 
PRESENT, ms 
2 | ber, 1776. 
The Honourable George Stratton, Eſquire, Governor, Preſident, 
Henry Brooke, 8: Charles Floyer, 
Archdale. Palmer, | Francis Jourdan, , 


George Mackay. 
Sir Robert Fletcher indiſpoſed. 


Read. and. approved. a. draught of a letter. to. the Honourable Court of: 
Directors. 


Mr. Jourdan begs leave to deliver in the following minute, reſpecting the | 
51ſt paragraph of the above-mentioned letter. | 


I have, in a former conſultation, ſhewn the advantages that would reſult | | 
to the Company, the Nabob, and the Rajah of Tanjore, from having but | 
one general eſtabliſhment of troops for the defence of the Carnatic ; it were . | | 
to be wiſhed-this could be rendered agreeable to the Nabob; but although 
he ſeems averſe from it, he keeps a body of horſe which would be employed 
on the publick defence, and the expenſe of which, added to what he pays 
the Governor for troops kept on his account, is about the proportion that 
would be borne by him in a general eſtabliſhmear of troops, according to the 
amount of his revenues compared with that of the Nabob; on this princi- 
ple, I think the Rajah's offer ought to be accepted, with this condition, that 
eit ſhall be judged neceſſary to increaſe the. eſtabliſhment of the Com- 


pany's- 
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-pany's troops for the defence of the Tanjore country, the expenſe be 
borne out of this allowance; or if it ſhould not be deemed neceſſary that 
the balance, after payment of the troops, &c. atTanjore, be kept as a fund 
for the ſupport of any war in which the Carnatick may be involved; I never 
had an idea that any other advantage ought to reſult to the Company from 
the acceptance of the Rajah's offer, than an increaſe of ſecurity. | 


DS FRANCIS JOURDAN. 


Read letter from Major Horne. 


The Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident, Governor, &c. Council of 
Fort Si. George. 8 


Honourable SIR and SI RS, . 


I received your commands of the 15th, and informed Lord Pigot that 
the Grenville would be diſpatched for Europe the 2 1ſt inſtant; I likewiſe 
made his Lordſhip acquainted with the purport of your letter, reſpecting 
the ſcaling up the rooms where his Lordſhip and ſome of the public papers 
were, and Mr, Majendie's information of the key of the treaſury being there 
alſo, and intimated to his Lordſhip, that it was hoped he would ſee the 
neceſſity of ſending ſome perſon he could confide in, to ſelect the public 
from the private papers, and that he would direct his ky of the treaſury 


to be delivered up. 


To theſe applications his Lordſhip anſwered, he could not admit of the 
legality of the late meaſures, and therefore could neither anſwer to the Com- 
pany or himſelf the delivering over the key of the treaſury ; and regarding 
the papers, his Lordſhip ſaid the Triton's general letter was along with his 
papers, but a duplicate muſt have arrived in the Hector, and he believed 
there were no other publick papers, except ſome private inſtructions tram 
th: Company to himſelf, reſpecting ſecret orders to the Captains of their 
ſhips, which Captain Abercromby might receive from him, 


His Lordſhip deſires that in my letter I would ſignify to you, that he ex- 
pected you would furniſh him with a copy of your letter to the Company 


by the Grenville, that he might be informed of what you might — 
f | again 
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Nenn N bee Foil je fling how on lo pa. 
2 Honourable 8 1 R and SIR 8, | 
17th September, 1776. | Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
A. 11.4 MAT? HORNE. 


© Mount, 


Read the following letter and paper, encloſed from Sir Edward Hughes. 
Saliſbury in Madraſs Road, the 18th day of September, 1776, - 
SIR and GENTLEMEN, 55 5 


Lord Pigot having referred me to a paper ſworn to by Mr. Randall, late in 
the ſervice of his Highneſs the Nabob, as a farther reaſon why his Lordſhip 
ſhould claim the protection of the King's flag, I think it incumbent on me 
to lay before you ſuch part of the affidavit, as relates to tho inſecurity of his 


Lordſhip's perſon without that protection, I am, r 
SR and GENTLEMEN, 
1 Your moſt obedient humble rant, 
EDWD. HUGHES, 


George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident and Governor, &c, 
Council of Fort Sr, George, 


William Randall, gentleman, now or late Captain in the ſervice 
of theNabob Mahomed Ally Khan, and Aid de Camp to his ſon, commonly 
called or known by the name of the Ameer ul Omrah, &c. commander of 
the army of the ſaid Nabob, maketh oath and ſays, that ſoon after the 
arrival of the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot at Madraſs, he, the 
ſaid Ameer ul Omrah, &c. frequently, but with great privacy, propoſed to 
the deponent, that he, the ſaid cs ſhould deſtroy and take away the 

; "2 RW” - - lite 
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life of the faid George Lord Pigot; at the ſame time deſiring tlie deponent 


to intereſt and engage one Lieutenant Benjamin Gourd, commanding the 

vard of the ſaid Ameer ul Omrah,. in ſome ſcheme or other for the 
9 and taking away the life of the ſaid George Lord Pigot. That 
the de ponent, William Randall, ſnocked at the iniquity of ſuch a propoſal, 
and knowing the weakneſs of the ſaid Ameer ul Omrah, ſeldom 5% 4p any 
other reply, than ridiculouſly advi the ſaid Ameer ul Omrah to make 
a preſent of the large Tyger, uſually kept in the Bazar at Triplicanes, to 
the ſaid Right Honourable George Lord Pigot, and if his Lordſhip was 
pleaſed to be very intimate and familiar with the Tyger, he, theTyger, might 
ſome time or other accompliſh the buſineſs ſo much deſired and wiſhed for 
by the faid Ameer ul Omrah. That the deponent, willing to diſcover if the 
Ameer ul Omrah had ever intruſted any other perſon with his diabolical 
inclinations, often deſired the ſaid Ameer to engage ſome other perſon with 
the deponent, in the propoſed ſcheme of deſtro ing the ſaid Right Honour- 
able George Lord Pigot; and upon this 2 e ſaid Ameer ul Omrah: 
declared he had or would engage one Comaroo, a Dubaſh to Paul Ben- 
field, Eſq. of Madraſs, to kill the ſaid George Lord Pigot, by cauſing poi- 
Jon to be put in the food of the ſaid George Pigot. That the deponent 
went to the houſe of the faid Comaroo, in the black town of Madraſs, by 
particular invitation, expecting to have this new ſeheme of deſtruction pro- 
poſed to him; the de nt met at the houſe of the ſaid Comaroo, in 
company, a Dubaſh, in the ſervice of the ſaid Right Honourable George 
Lord Pigot ; that the deponent don't now the name of the ſaid Dubaſh, 
but well remembers his perſon; that the ſaid Comaroo preſented the depo- 
nent with a ſhawl at quitting his houſe: From ſome converſation which 
paſſed, the deponent is convinced the ſaid Comaroo was acquainted with th 
iniquitous intentions of the ſaid Ameer ul Omrah. That the Ameer has 
often taken a piſtol from the table in his hall, when the ſaid deponent has: 
been preſent om « here is phyſic for ſomebody,” looking at the depo- 
nent at the ſame time. That the deponent's ſcheme of propoſing to the 
ſaid Ameer to ergage ſome other . in the buſineſs was, that on the 
oaths of two witneſſes the ſaid à meer might be charged before a juſtice of 
the peace with his wicked intentions, and have ſuffered for his iniquity by 
a courſe of law. That the deponent had always intentions of making this 
depoſition. 


Madraſs, | WILLIAM RANDALL. 
15th September, 1776. SIT 
Sworn to before me, 
JohN TURING, Mayor. 
AGREED, 
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AGREED, That the following anſwer be wrote to Sir Edward Hughes, 


To Sir Edward Hughes, nenn | 


e 1 


SIR, 


We have had the n to receive your . dated the 18th _ 
with copy of the depoſition of William Randall. 


111 ” 14 Py 213& 


The matter therein contained being quite new to us, we have ſent a 


copy of the _—— to his "TROTTER er N abob, whoſe kad we ſhall - 
tranſmit to ou. I tnt 1 ö 


We can only ſay, that ever ſince we haue been under the neceſſity of 


putting a reſtraint upon Lord Pigot, his perſonal ſafety has been a prin- 
cipal object of our conſideration. We appeal to the alternatives offered to 


his : Lordſhip, either of a place of ſecurity in W teſidence in 2 
en or of a paſſage to England. 


' We ſhall bie Horne a copy of abe ais which will 
we hope ſatisfy Lord _ that what i it contained cannot in any degtee 
_ his een 


We bane the honour to be, 
1107 ee 
" Hoek St. 3 1 | 
19th TIER 17 76. "Your moſt obedient wine ſervants, 


Read Letter Wb Major Horne. 


1 Baal. George Stratton, Eſq. Preſident, Governor, Sc. Council. 
- 55 r 6 


Honourable SIR and SIRS, 


I received your letter of the 17th inſtant, accompanying a copy of a let- 
ter from Mr, Benfield to your Honours, and alſo a copy of your * to 
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Mr, Benfield, and in obedience; to ygur orders communicated to Lord 
Pigot the contents of thoſe letters, and informed his Lordſhip, that ſhould 
be require ic I hall furniſh him, with copia of chem. 


Iam with reſpect, 
Honourable SIR and SIRS, 
Moons, = „, en moſt handle Erpan 
18th September, 1776. . Ale TO Org 090 2007-26 


MAT» HORNE. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Duncan Munro. 


To George Stratian, Eſq. Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Fliyer, 
- 1 Archdate Palmer, Francis Fourdan,' and George Mackay, Efquires, | 


. GENTLEMEN, | 


I received on the 14th inſtant a letter from Mr. Sulivan, your Secretaty, 
antimating to me that you had ſuſpended me from the ſervice of the 
Honourable Company, until their pleaſure can be known; and further 
directing me to deliver up the Company's money, ſtores, &c. in my charge, 
to Captain Mackarell, commandant at Chingleput, which I have done, 
apprehending, in caſe of a refuſal, that the ſame violence which has con- 
ſtituted, and now ſupports your authority, might have been exerciſed againſt 
me; and thus I have ſubmitted to, not obeyed, your mandate through your 
ſecretary. I cannot, in juſtice to my Honourable Maſters, whoſe money 
and ſtores were under my care, as pay-maſter of their fort of Chingleput, 
but proteſt in their names againſt you for any loſs or damage which may 
accrue to their effects, in conſequence of my delivery of * by reaſon 
of your orders. And in regard to the particular injury done to myſelf, 
beg leave to inform you, that I do conſider you in your perſons and eſtates 
reſponſible to me for all damages and loſſes, which may ariſe to me from 
your illegal ſuſpenſion of me from my employment in the Company's ſer- 
vice, not only in reſpect to the illegality of the act itſelf, but to the neglect 
of the orders of the Honourable Cours of Directors, which have, if I am 
not miſinformed, been enjoined to this Preſidency as well as to the Gover- 
| . K fo 0 | nor- 


tam: )) 


nor-General and Council of Bengal, „That before the removal of any 
“Company's ſervant from any office, the party be made acquainted with 
« the accuſation preferred againſt him; that he be ſummoned to make his de- 
« fence, having a reaſonable time allowed him for that purpoſe ; and that 
« you proceed, on all ſuch occaſions, with the greateſt tenderneſs and cir- 
% cumſpection;“ having no doubt but the laws of my country, and the 
juſtice of my Honourable Employers, will afford me ample ſatisfaction and 


indemnification on this ſcore. 


As I have a right to demand an atteſted copy of your proceedings rela- 
tive to myſelf, I ſhall therefore expect to be furnithed with one. You will 
be pleaſed to make this a number in the packet, per ſhip Grenville now 
under diſpatch. 1 Wan 


! 
Leſt by any accident there ſhould hereafter be a doubt of your having 
received this letter, I am to deſire that you will be pleaſed to ſignify to me 
the receipt, by yourſelves or your Secretary, to avoid the trouble of employ- 
ing a notary, | ew ere | | 
I am, | 
GENTLEMEN, 


Fort St. George, 
16th September, 1776. | Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


Rr. Dx. MUNRO. 


ORDERED, That the Secretary do furniſh Mr. Munro with a copy of 
the minute of Conſultation reſpecting him. | 


AT A CONSULTATION, 23d September, 1776. 1 
| | | „ 
| PRESEN T, 22 
The Honourable George Stratton, Eſq. Governor, Preſident, 
Henry Brooke, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Charles Floyer, | Archdale Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan, George Mackay, 


The minutes of the laſt Conſultation read and approved, 


7M General 
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General n of this day's date to the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
"I per Ship Grenville, ſigned. 


ORDERED, That the packet be cloſed. 


A true copy from the minutes of Conſultation. 
R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary, 
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